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The school’s first ever House day was 
marked by a colourful display of unity, 
including cheerleaders, banners and 
chanting drummers.

Students – who were encouraged to wear 
their House colours – worked together in 
mixed age groups to create their own House 
banners and cheerleading pompoms.

The design challenge gave students a 
chance to hone their communication, team 
building and creative skills.

Students then marched with their banners 
to the school field for an afternoon of 
inter-House sporting competition. Sports 
included ultimate Frisbee, netball and tag 
rugby.

Teacher Matt Hall, who oversees the House 
system, said: “The House system is central 
to creating a sense of community that 
transcends all age groups. The school’s first 
House day epitomised that. It was a great 
success.”

House Day Raises the Roof

Issue 17 - Autumn term 2010

Sport is coming to a House near you – thanks to the school’s 
Sports Council.

To encourage all students to get more exercise, Sports Council 
members are drawing up a programme of fun, House activities. 
Taking place twice a term, activities will be designed to appeal to 
all students, including those who do not usually play sport.

The school’s Young Ambassadors are also planning a 24-hour 
charity sporting marathon in December. 

See page two for full story.

A Sporting Chance for All

Students cheer on their Housemates at the school’s first House day

How Did This Marrow Raise Money for Charity?
Find out on page three.
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This term has been an interesting one. I was one of 10 
Headteachers to meet with Michael Gove, Secretary of State for 
Education. The meeting was to help him determine Headteachers’ 
views on education policy and the direction that the Government 
might take in future.

Although Education has not been as severely hit as other 
Government departments, there will be a reduction in funding to 
schools. For schools like Ashby, there will no longer be separate 
Specialist Schools grants for technology and languages.

Mr Gove also talked about the introduction of the English 
Baccalaureate. To achieve the qualification, students must pass 
GCSEs in Mathematics, English, Science, a Humanities subject 
(probably History, Geography, Art or Music) and a foreign 
language (either ancient, like Latin, or modern, like French or 
Mandarin). Figures for the English Baccalaureate based on 2010 
examination results will be published in January 2011.

Mr Gove is also in favour of schools becoming academies. But 
he stressed that schools will be strongly advised to work as 
collaboratives, supporting each other and sharing best practice. 
Ashby School is already well-poised to comply with any changes 
to the national curriculum and to prepare students for the 
introduction of the English Baccalaureat.

As many of you will know, I am taking early retirement at the 
end of this academic year. One of the good things about talking 
to prospective Headteachers of the school is the opportunity 
to reflect on some of the great achievements at Ashby School. 
The working relationship between staff and students is quite 
exceptional and was commented upon by several colleagues who 
visited, with a view to applying for the post.

I feel very, very proud and privileged to be Head of this school 
and a little sad to be leaving. However, all colleagues applying 
for the post are extremely able and experienced. By the time you 
read this newsletter, the new Head may have been appointed. Full 
details will appear on the school website and in the next issue of 
The Ashbeian.

Mrs V. Keller-Garnett 
Headteacher

View from 
The Top...

A Sporting Chance for All
(continued from page 1)

Anyone can sign up for all, or part, of the round-the-clock 
sporting challenge, starting at 3.30pm on Friday 17 December 
and continuing through the night until 3.30pm the following day. 
Students will take part in a different sport every hour, including 
football, badminton, hockey and swimming. The event will be run 
entirely by students for students.

Proceeds will be split between Sport Aid and the school’s Sports 
Council.

Young Ambassadors are also helping to generate interest in the 
2012 London Olympics by visiting local primary schools to run 
Olympic-related activity sessions. At a national conference at Villa 
Park, young Ambassadors from Ashby School brushed shoulders 
with successful Olympians including gymnast Craig Heap and 
swimmer Adam Whitehead.

Tuck into a Good Book - and a 
Biscuit
Book lovers can share their literary thoughts – and a plate of 
biscuits – at Ashby School Book Group.

The group meets once a month for a fun, informal discussion 
of the latest title from its reading list. Meetings take place on 
Mondays after school.

Teacher Alison Cave said: “Students don’t have to commit to 
anything. If they like the sound of the book we’re reading that 
month, they can read it and come along! The meetings are simply 
an informal get-together of people who have read and enjoyed 
the same book.”

The next meeting, to be held on 20 December, will focus on ‘How 
I Live Now’ by Meg Roscoff.

Students Hannah Copeland (left), Tom Lyons (second from 
right) and Jennie Bell with Olympic gymnast Craig Heap.

Lunchtime Guidelines 
Students in Years 10 and 11 who wish to go home at lunchtime 
must have written permission from their parents.

Those who do have permission to leave the site should not 
go into Ashby town centre, or to food outlets such as Tesco or 
McDonalds, but must go home.

The school has a duty of care to all students during the school 
day and cannot ensure students’ safety if they are off site. As the 
lunch break is only 40 minutes long, the majority of students 
are expected to stay and eat at school.

Ashby School works closely with police and local authorities to 
combat behaviour issues and litter problems off site.
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Daniel is Nominated for Award
A student from Ashby School has been nominated for the Lord 
Lieutenant’s Award for his work as a volunteer.

Daniel Hamilton, 15, began volunteering, after going along 
to Ibstock Youth Club. Daniel decided that he wanted to do 
something to help other young people and now runs a range 
of sporting activities at youth clubs at Ibstock, Heather and 
Newbridge High School.

He has also completed a training course to help him work with 
young people. Daniel is considering a career in social work or with 
young offenders.

Each year, the Lord Lieutenant’s award scheme recognises a 
small number of young people who have shown exceptional 
commitment or determination.

The achievements of all shortlisted nominees will be celebrated 
at an Oscar-style awards ceremony, to be hosted by Leicestershire 
Lord Lieutenant Lady Gretton in March 2011.

Students Reach for the Sky with 
Aimhigher

The school’s ‘Aimhigher’ programme does exactly what it says 
on the tin – it encourages students from all backgrounds to 
aim higher by giving them an insight into the world of Higher 
Education.

Earlier this year, 30 Year 10 students attended a university 
‘experience day’ at the University of Leicester, to find out more 
about Higher Education, student life, and important issues such 
as finance. 

A group of Year 12 scientists were guests at Loughborough 
University, where the focus was on teamwork. They were given 
master classes in various Science subjects, spent an afternoon 
playing sport, and also visited local science-based industries.

Another 30 students visited the National Space Centre where they 
created artificial comets out of dry ice and fired compressed air 
rockets across the car park.

As well as trips, the Aimhigher programme includes revision and 
memory training sessions in school for Year 11 students in the 
run-up to exams (starting in December 2010).

A magnificient marrow grown in the school’s vegetable garden 
has helped to boost charity funds.

Staff and students were asked to make a small contribution to 
guess the weight of the mighty marrow.

Student Emily Jenkins guessed correctly that the marrow 
weighed in at a staggering 6.22 kilogrammes.

The marrow was later made into Christmas chutney by Food 
Technology teacher Sarah Middleton. Sales of the chutney raised 
a further £25 for charity.

All proceeds from the marrow will be donated to the 
Leicestershire branch of the Motor Neurone Disease Association.

Half of the proceeds from the school’s House fundraising in 
2010/11 will be donated to the MND Association.

Lights for Alex
The Drama department is 
looking to buy a hi-tech 
theatre lighting system 
in memory of dedicated 
technician Alex Grose, who 
died in September, aged 16.
Alex was an integral 
member of the school’s 
Tech team, working hard 
behind the scenes on 
numerous productions, 
including last year’s hugely 
successful musical, ‘West Side Story’.

Head of Drama Ali Jackson is raising funds to buy ‘intelligent 
lighting’ – an automated lighting system used in most 
professional theatres which she is convinced Alex would have 
loved.

Ali said: “Alex was one of the most experienced theatre 
technicians I have ever had the pleasure to work with. He was the 
sound technician for ‘West Side Story’ – and we only have the best 
working with us during musicals.

“We wanted to do something to celebrate Alex’s huge 
contribution to the Drama department and we felt sure that Alex 
would have loved the idea of intelligent lighting so that is what 
we are working towards.”

Giant Marrow Raises Funds for MND

Students were asked to take entertaining photos during their 
tour of Leicester University

The winning weight of the marrow was 6.22 kilogrammes

Alex Grose at work 
behind the scenes
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David Goes the Extra Mile

Keen cylist David Piper has cycled from Land’s End to John 
O’Groats, raising more than £1,000 for charity.

David, a former Ashby School student, completed the solo 940-
mile route in 17 days, to boost funds for the National Ankylosing 
Spondylitis Society (NASS).

By the end of the challenge, David’s mountain bike was so worn 
out that he was forced to leave it behind and get the bus back 
to Edinburgh. David is in the third year of a Maths degree at 
Edinburgh University.

Ankylosing Spondylitis is a form of arthritis which causes the 
joints and bones of the spine to fuse together, resulting in back 
pain and limited movement. Currently, there is no cure. 

Team Sets New World Record

A new World Record has been set by a local rugby team, featuring 
two players from Ashby School.

Sam Halton and Eddie Runagle, both in Year 12, were members of 
the Burton Under 17s rugby team which broke the world record 
for the longest ever scrum push. The mammoth push lasted for an 
incredible eight hours.

To continue their successful season, the team – which also 
includes Ashby student Shay Kavanagh - has just returned from a 
tour of Italy representing club and country. 

Miles Lowry, second from right, with his brother, Fraser, and 
proud parents, Julie and David

Flying Visit to Edinburgh
Flight Club members made a flying visit to Edinburgh in October.

During their whistle-stop tour, students saw the Underground 
City, St Giles Cathedral, the Parliament building, Holyrood Palace 
and the castle, as well as calling at a kilt shop.

Flight Club was set up, as part of the school’s gifted and talented 
programme, to broaden the horizons of students who showed an 
interest in expanding their knowledge.

Earlier this year, the school was awarded three star Gold Status by 
the National Association of Gifted Children for its work with gifted 
and talented children.

Recent gifted and talented events included a ‘Day of the Mind’, 
looking at issues such as reality and consciousness, which 
attracted 140 students and even a few parents. 

Malcolm Salt, Gifted and Talented Co-ordinator, said: “The Day 
of the Mind was excellent. The gifted and talented programme 
is all about giving students – and, in this case, their parents - 
experiences that they would not otherwise have had.”

Miles and Luke Go for Gold
Former Ashby School students Miles Lowry and Luke Robinson 
were presented with their Gold Duke of Edinburgh Awards at St 
James’ Palace in July.

Miles and Luke travelled to London to receive their certificates 
from HRH The Earl of Wessex.

Both Miles and Luke worked tirelessly through the five sections 
of the Duke of Edinburgh programme over several months to 
achieve the Gold Award, taking part in expeditions and other 
challenges. 

Miles is now in his second year studying Economics at St John’s 
College, Cambridge.

David at his destination

The record-breaking team featured Sam Halton (middle row, 
third from left) and Eddie Runagle (back row, third from right)

Festive Concert for Community
A carol concert for the town’s senior citizens will be held at the 
school on Wednesday 15 December. This will be the second year 
that the free concert has taken place, following its huge success 
in 2009.

Senior citizens will be treated to a festive performance by school 
musicians, followed by refreshments. Ashby School prides itself 
on playing an active role in the local community. 
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Cashless Catering is Here!

Cashless catering was introduced at Ashby School in November.

All staff and students have been issued with personalised ID cards 
which must be used to buy school meals and snacks.

Parents are being encouraged to top up students’ cards using 
WisePay, a secure online payment facility, which is accessible 
from the school website. Parents have been provided with log-in 
details for WisePay.

Students can also boost their 
card balance at cashloader 
machines around the school. 

Anita Allsop, Site 
Administrator, said: “By 
topping up their child’s card on a regular basis using WisePay, 
parents can make sure that their child always has enough money 
to purchase a healthy and well-balanced meal in the middle of 
the day. Research has consistently shown that students who 
eat regular, nutritious meals invariably perform better in the 
classroom.”

Parents will be able to check that their child is following a healthy 
diet by checking their school food purchases online.

They will soon be able to use the online WisePay service to pay for 
other school essentials, such as uniform items and school trips.

The new ID cards are also part of tightened site security which 
means that all staff and students need ID badges to enter school 
buildings. These measures protect students, staff and equipment, 
by making the school a no-go area for intruders.

The Story Behind Cashless Catering
Cashless catering went live in November – but only after months 
of hard work behind the scenes.

The successful launch was masterminded by a team of support 
staff from several departments, including Network Services, 
Accounts and Catering.

To prepare for the launch, Network Services created accounts for 
1,600 students and 250 staff on the new ID card system.

They are now responsible for the ongoing maintenance of the 
cashless system and the enrolment of new users.

Ash Karavadra, Network Services Manager, said: “The launch of 
the cashless catering system was a real team effort by members 
of staff.”

Let’s Get Cooking!

An after-school cookery club to encourage students and their 
families to eat more healthily will be launched in January, with 
help from the National Lottery.

‘Let’s Get Cooking’ sessions will be held once a week at Ashby 
School to help students, their parents and other members of the 
community to improve their cooking skills and adopt a healthier 
diet. Ingredients will be provided free of charge.

Sarah Middleton, Food Technology teacher at Ashby School, said: 
“The idea of the scheme is to try and encourage families to make 
more food from scratch and to rely less on convenience and ready 
made meals that are often high in salt, fat and sugar.”

Participants will learn to cook dishes such as vegetable stir fry, 
pumpkin soup, cherry muffins and rogan josh.

A ‘Love Your Leftovers’ cookery session was held at school in 
November. The free Saturday session included practical cooking 
tips, as well as advice on how to save £50 a month by using up 
leftovers.

Tia is Leicestershire Futurechef
A promising young chef 
from Ashby School has 
been crowned winner of the 
Leicestershire Futurechef 
competition.

Tia Allen, 15, beat off stiff 
competition from every 
school in Leicester and 
Leicestershire to clinch the title 
at Loughborough College in 
November.

All participants were asked to 
prepare and cook a hot main 
course and a hot or cold dessert 
for two on a budget of £6, and 
provide costings for the meal.

Tia prepared Bavette steak 
with a Bearnaise Sauce, rosti 
potatoes, caramelised shallots 
and carrots, followed by a pear 
and ginger souffle with homemade vanilla ice cream.

Marks were awarded for creativity and presentation, menu 
balance, composition, taste and flavour, and workmanship. Tia 
will now represent Leicestershire in the Midlands final on 20 
January.  

Pictured at the one of the cashloaders are (left to right) Tiah 
Hallam, Josh Smith and Lydia Bradley

Chloe Farmer, 11, and her mum, Julie, learned how to love 
their leftovers

Tia Allen with the dessert 
from her winning menu
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Faculty Focus...
Art, Design and Technology

Building magnate David Wilson will help to fund and deliver the 
training of a new generation of builders at Ashby School.

The school has been awarded the David Wilson Foundation 
Grant worth £11,800. The money will be used to run a 
construction programme for Year 10 and 11 students. The 
students will learn brick laying, carpentry, joinery, painting and 
decorating. 

Part of the grant will be used to help BTEC Construction students. 
The BTEC is equivalent to four GCSEs.

At the end of the programme, an award will be presented to the 
best construction student of the year. Teaching will take place in 
the new purpose-built Construction room.

Engineering students will soon be able to opt for a BTEC Level 
3 Engineering course. This is an obvious choice for students 
completing the Engineering Diploma in Year 11 and wishing to 
continue with vocational Engineering.

Talented Design students in Years 10 and 11 are taking their AS 
Product Design course one or even two years early, as part of 
a fast track programme for more able students. Ashby School 
plans to offer a pre-degree level option in Year 13 to give them a 
headstart when embarking on their degree course.

In Music, 62 students took part in a weekend residential trip. The 
weekend was an opportunity to rehearse in band ensembles and 
to work on different kinds of music. Students held a concert for 
friends and family when they got back.

The school has also launched a Show Club for students interested 
in performing songs from the shows. The club meets after school 
on Mondays. Singers will make their debut at the Christmas 
concert at St Helen’s Church on 13 December.

In Drama, an hour-long video made by AS students impressed 
examiners so much that it was posted on the exam board’s 
website.  The workshop exploring the play ‘Our Country’s Gold’ 
was praised for the professionalism and enthusiasm of students 
and staff.

Drama students will take part in a workshop on 7 December to 
look at the possibility of performing at the 2011 Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival. The school did not attend the festival in 2010, following 
the death of Bob Staunton, Artistic Director of Youth Arts 
Leicestershire, who had worked with the school on Edinburgh 
projects for more than a decade.

Musicians took part in a residential weekend

Modern Foreign Languages
Languages go with anything – from Biology to Business! One 
languages student who sat her A levels at Ashby School in 2010 is 
now reading German with Biology at Imperial College London – 
proof that languages really do go with anything!

All A2 language students were required to answer an exam 
question on film or literature for the first time this year. More 
than 70 per cent achieved top grades A or B. Over half of A level 
linguists went on to study a language at university in 2010. 

In Year 11, more than 90 per cent of students are doing at least 
one language at GCSE compared to an average of 30 per cent in 
most schools. 

This year, the school launched a French NVQ for Year 10 
students, covering topics such as World of Work, and Media and 
Communications. All 90 students are aiming to achieve Level 2 by 
the end of Year 11. 

In March, students from Ashby will travel to Germany. This follows 
the Germans’ visit to Ashby in November to stay with host families 
and visit local tourist spots. There will also be a day trip to Lille in 
December.

A French lecturer from the University of Leicester spent two 
afternoons at Ashby School in November looking at French 
poetry with Sixth Form French language students. 

The school also runs a weekly MFL Film Club, showing foreign 
language films for students of all ages. For A/ A* students, 
there are additional booster sessions after school in all three 
languages.

Five students were chosen to represent the school in a Europe-
wide translation contest, featuring 73 UK schools, in November. 
The students were asked to translate topical news stories from 
French, German or Spanish into English. 

Linguists Step into MEPs’ Shoes

A group of 19 Year 13 linguists travelled to Strasbourg in 
September to spend a day at the European Parliament. The 
students joined other teenagers from across Europe for a day 
of debate on the future of Europe. Ashby School was the only 
Leicestershire school participating in the EU-funded visit.

A report of the Euroscola trip by Ashby School student Tom 
McManus has been selected by the EU for inclusion on the 
Euroacademy website. 

A group of linguists spent a day at the European Parliament
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Business Education
Young entrepreneurs can test their business skills by coming up 
with a new product in Ashby’s Challenge for Enterprise (ACE).

The challenge, which will be launched just after Xmas, is open 
to all Year 12 students. Entrants are required to work in teams to 
create and market a product and a service to sell. In the process, 
they will hone their creative thinking, team work and time 
management skills.

Students from Ashby School will be pitting their financial wits 
against others from across the East Midlands in a Bank of 

England competition. The Year 13 economists will be asked to 
make decisions about quantitative easing and interest rates, 
based on the current financial situation. 

Another group will be competing in a national investment 
contest run by the School of Finance. Teams must invest a virtual 
sum of £100k in stocks and shares before the end of January. 
Prizes will be awarded to the teams which makes the greatest 
profit and the greatest improvement.

An Apprentice-style challenge for Year 11 and 12 students was 
held in November to coincide with Global Enterprise Week. As 
part of the national Education Challenge, the most promising 
young economists from across the school were tasked to create a 
business to be launched at Xmas on a market stall. 

There are also plans to launch a series of Business Breakfasts, for 
local business men and women to talk to students about their 
experiences and successes. Each breakfast will have a different 
theme to appeal to different students. Anyone interested in 
coming into school to talk to students about their business 
should contact Paul Mills.

Budding Lord Sugars in Year 10 are getting an even better 
introduction to the world of business following the introduction 
of a BTEC Business course. The course is more vocational and 
practical than the GCSE course which it has replaced, and gives 
students a greater understanding of how business operates. More 
than 150 students have opted for the BTEC. It is a good grounding 
for those who wish to study Business at A level. 

Post-16 students looking to pursue a career in tourism can opt for 
the new BTEC National qualification in Travel and Tourism which 
is equivalent to one A level. The course provides continuity for 
those who studied for the Travel and Tourism BTEC in Year 11.

BTEC National students recently visited East Midlands Airport to 
find out how it contributes to the local economy. This is the first 
time that students had taken part in a business-related visit to the 
airport.

From the Governors…
Specialist Schools Steering Group Report
Technology College Report

Exam results in Maths, Science, Design and Technology subjects 
improved again in 2010. In Design and Technology, 82 per cent of 
GCSE passes were at grade C or above.

Additional support to aid students with their theory work is 
helping to drive up grades in Design and Technology. Ashby 
students have always achieved good practical grades.

In Maths and Science, a targeted programme of after school 
revision is also helping to improve results.

Ashby School has one of the largest numbers of students in the 
county taking Maths and Science subjects at AS level. These 
include 97 in Biology, 70 in Chemistry, 83 in Physics and 144 in 
Maths.

Languages College Report

Ashby School is the new home of the North West Leicestershire 
Primary Resource Centre – a collection of invaluable teaching 
materials for primary school teachers from across the district.

Local primary school teachers can now visit the school to borrow 
language resources for pupils as young as seven. Ashby School 
also continues to run regular training sessions for teachers from 
14 local primary schools.

The first of three Master Classes for gifted and talented linguists 
from local high schools took place this term. It is hoped that the 
classes will encourage Year 9 students to consider taking more 
than one language in Year 10.

School House
The new extension at School House will be completed by March 
2011, increasing the capacity of the boarding house to more than 
70.

Boarders will have climate controlled, individual rooms, built and 
furnished to hotel standard.

The kitchens at School House have also been upgraded to cater 
for the increase in numbers.

The boarding house is currently home to 49 boys from as far 
afield as Nigeria, Hong King. China, Greece, Italy and Ghana.

For many of the boys, it will be their first winter in England and 
the first time they have seen snow. 

Ambitious Students Stage Takeover
Two Sixth Formers took over top jobs at North West Leicestershire 
District Council as part of national Takeover Day.

Hayley Doherty took on the role of Leisure Facilities Manager 
while Annie Berrow was Chief Executive. During her day in the 
hot seat, Hayley chaired a meeting and discussed council-run 
sporting activities for young people.

She said: “I am hoping for a career in fashion management and 
marketing, so this was a great opportunity to pick up some 
management tips and learn to think on my feet. The whole 
experience gave me new confidence.”

A team from Ashby School came second in an Army Team 
Challenge, organised by the Leicester Education Business 
Company
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Talking Heads
Clive Jones has been Chair 
of Governors at Ashby 
School since 2003. Before 
that, he was a pupil at 
Ashby Boys’ Grammar 
School.
 
What has been the school’s 
greatest achievement during 
your time as a Governor?   
There have been so many! I 
am very proud of the fabulous 
facilities we now have at the 
school. The House system 
is also a huge achievement. It creates a real sense of community 
among students of all ages and helps to raise a lot of money for very 
worthy causes.

How has the school changed since you were a pupil here?  
Crucially, lessons are much more interesting now and students 
really enjoy their learning. They can choose courses to match their 
ambitions and capabilities. Also, when I was here, it was a boys’ 
school. And there were cold showers. I believe they’re hot these days.

What was your favourite subject at school?   I was fortunate to be 
taught English Literature by Mr Addison who gave me a lifelong love 
of Dickens.

What is your fondest memory of your school days?  Bowling for 
my hat trick in two consecutive cricket matches – and getting it both 
times! They were both House matches. I was in Brooksby House. 

School was much stricter then. Do you remember any harsh 
punishments being dished out?  The slipper could be administered 
by teachers or senior prefects – and it was, most days. Pupils got the 
slipper for general misbehaviour from the age of 11 to 16.

What did you do when you left school?  I went to work in my 
uncle’s wholesale stationers in Liverpool. I have also grown and sold 
rhododendrons commercially, run an antique restoration and picture 
framing business, and been a partner in an auction house. I also won an 
award for property restoration for work I did at Mill Lane Mews in Ashby.

What do you think of today’s young people?  I never cease to be 
amazed by their thoughtfulness and kindness. They are first rate 
citizens.

This year, the school is raising money for the Motor Neurone 
Disease Association (Leicestershire branch), a charity close to 
your heart. What will the money be spent on?  The money will 
be spent on the numerous aids the charity supplies to people with 
Motor Neurone Disease in Leicestershire, to enable them to live 
independently. It also pays for specialist nurses and treatments. The 
charity does a tremendous amount of good. 

What do you do in your spare time?  I am very lucky to have a piece 
of woodland to walk around and to observe the different seasons and 
the wildlife. 

Who do you admire, and why?  I have a great deal of admiration for Viv 
Keller-Garnett and what she has done for the school. She gets through 
an incredible amount of work and has helped me enormously in my role 
as Chair of Governors.

Where would you like to see the school in 10 years’ time?  I would like 
to see the whole school judged as ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted in every 
department which, in my view, is richly deserved.

• 7 December
‘Into the Sixth Form’ evening

• 9 December  
Year 10 Maths trip

• 10 December
Day trip to Lille

• 13 December
Carol concert at St Helen’s 
Church

• 15 December  
Carol concert for senior citizens, 
3pm

• 19 December  
Erdington trip to London

• 20 December
Exam certificate evening for 
former Year 13 students, 6pm

• 21 December
Break up for Christmas

• 6 January
Students return

• 13 January
Year 11 ABCE parents’ 
evening

• 17 January
Year 11 FGHL parents’ 
evening

• 19 January
Year 9 option talks at 
Ivanhoe College

• 20 January
Year 9 option talks at Ibstock, 
7pm

• 27 January
Year 12 Certificate Evening

• 28 January
Staff review

• 21 - 25 February
Spring half term

• 1 / 2 March
Year 13 devised Drama 
performance

• 3 March  
Year 13 theatre trip to Curve, 
7pm

Diary dates

Asha Gets Her Hands Dirty

Aspiring mechanic Asha Williamson impressed bosses so much on 
her work experience placement that they offered her a summer 
job.

During a week at Brookside Garage at Ibstock, Asha learned how 
to carry out an MOT, use a gas analyser and change a cambelt. 

Asha said: “My advice to other students is not to do something 
typically gender specific – go for something different, if that’s 
what you want to do.”

Every summer, hundreds of Year 10 students spend eight days in 
the work place with local employers. Anyone interested in offering 
a work experience placement to an Ashby School student can 
contact the Work Experience Office on 01530 413748 x 207/281.

Asha Williamson spent her work experience placement at a 
local garage


