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Progress, achievement and talent were 
all rewarded at Ashby School’s annual 
awards ceremony.

Award winners included Katie Jones, 
who picked up the Tina Parker Cup for 
making the greatest progress in all areas 
of her school career. In December, Katie 
won Project Aspire, a business challenge 
sponsored by Ashfied in2Focus, getting 
her university fees paid for three years.

She was also the joint recipient of the 
Simon Ryder Drama Award at last night’s 
presentation.

Ashby’s Got Talent 
A self-taught beat boxer has been 
crowned the winner of Ashby’s Got 
Talent 2013.

Nathan Lomax (pictured), in Year 11, 
wowed judges with his vocal percussion 
and sound effects.

Second place went to singer Jessie 
Bradshaw and her band, featuring 
guitarist Ali Clinton (see page 2).

The evening, which showcased singers, 
drummers, comedians and a magician, 
raised £100 to be divided between the 
eight House charities.

The winning House was Loudoun.

Student Dean Bailey was presented 
with the Maureen Marfani Community 
Award for his work as a carer and in the 
local community, including visits to care 
homes.

The Alex Grose Award, which was 
presented in memory of former student 
Alex, was the only award voted for by 
students. This went to Rachel Peacock 
and James Sellens for their contribution 
to student life in the Sixth Form.

Headteacher Eddie Green said: “On 
awards evening, we celebrate not just 

Awards Night to Remember

students’ academic achievements but all 
the other areas in which they make the 
school great – charity and community 
work, sport, the arts, and music, to name 
but a few.”

The Clive Jones Shield – probably the 
evening’s most coveted award - for all 
round achievement and outstanding 
contribution to the school, went to Marco 
Narajos, founder of the school’s Medical 
Club. 

Guest speaker was former student 
Harriet Swainson.
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We are rapidly approaching the end of 
the academic year with only six school 
weeks left until we break up for summer. 
It has once again been a very busy but 
incredibly rewarding year, with so many 
different activities and events taking 
place.

This issue of The Ashbeian highlights 
just some of the many experiences we 
provide for our students and serves as a 
reminder of why everyone at Ashby is so 
proud of our school and our students. 

Reading about the variety of events and 
the talents of our students, you begin to 

realise just how busy we are throughout 
the year. I am sure you will agree that 
Ashby is a school of which we can all be 
very proud.

We are constantly looking for ways to 
improve our performance. The recent 
Kirkland Rowell parent survey has helped 
us reflect on the things that parents like 
and some of those they would like to 
see us do even better. However, the 
overwhelming response from parents 
was very positive and we are very 
grateful to all parents who took the time 
to respond.

We are extremely optimistic that our 
examination results will once again 
be very good. I will write to you in the 
Autumn Term with details of our 2013 
performance. We wish all our students 
every success and hope that the 
publication of results in August brings 
them the rewards they deserve.

We say farewell at the end of this term 
to a number of students in Year 11 who 
are moving on to pastures new and, of 
course, to our Year 13 students. We 
wish all of them every success and best 
wishes for the future.

Head-lines

We also say farewell to a number of 
staff who are leaving. Miss Long, Mr 
Martin, Mrs Tookey and Mrs Sibson are 
all moving on to new posts and Mrs 
Raphael and Miss Hall are beginning 
their maternity leave. Mr Piper and Mrs 
Jackson are both retiring after a long 
and distinguished association with the 
school. Mrs Francis, admin support for 
the Arts, Design and Technology Faculty, 
also recently retired after 15 years at the 
school. We wish all of our colleagues the 
very best for the future.

We are very grateful for the 
encouragement we receive from 
parents, staff, governors and students. 
Ashby is a remarkable community; we 
appreciate the support we receive and 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you all. Ofsted described us as 
‘an overwhelmingly good school’ - we 
have a determined ambition to become 
a truly outstanding school, but we can 
only achieve this by continuing to work 
together. Long may this continue.

Best wishes

Eddie Green 
Headteacher

Ali Tours USA
Guitarist Ali Clinton 
kicked off 2013 in 
true rock star fashion, 
with a six-week tour 
of the States.

Ali was just 16 when 
he played second 
guitar for Uli Jon 
Roth, a former 
member of rock band 
The Scorpions, on a 
string of dates across 
North America.

The Sixth Former earned his place on 
the tour following a rigorous audition, for 
which he learned the 15-song set in just 
four days.

Ali, who has been playing guitar since the 
age of seven and wants to pursue rock 
music as a career, said: “Uli was a bit 
sceptical about auditioning me because 
of my age but he must have liked what 
he heard.

“I had a Maths exam on the same day as 
the audition which wasn’t ideal but both 
seemed to go ok! I got the gig and I got 
into the Sixth Form!”

Ali spent the six weeks living and 
sleeping on a tour bus with a group of 
experienced session musicians.

His own band – Broth3r – which he 
formed with fellow students Aidan and 
Owen Blythe, will be supporting Uli Jon 
Roth on his UK tour this year.

Mary Smith Makes Awards
More than £3,000 has been awarded to 
students by the Mary Smith Scholarship 
Fund this year. The largest sum went to 
musician Frances Gibson, who received 
£350 to help purchase a saxophone. 
Frances has learned to play the school’s 
saxophone but must hand it back when 
she leaves at the end of this year.

Other recipients included Bradley Clifford, 
the UK’s top junior rider in the equestrian 
sport of tent pegging. Bradley, who was 
awarded £120 by the fund, is hoping to 
compete in South Africa.

There were also awards of £100 each for 
Victoria Stafford, Alexandra Stafford and 
Louise Burton to help meet the costs 
of a Scout jamboree in America. Chris 
Grose and Alex Hayes were awarded 
£100 apiece towards the cost of their 
Explorer Scout expedition to Brazil.

In all, £3,500 was divided between 30 
students. The Mary Smith Fund was 
established in 1936 to help students and 
former students of Ashby School to fulfil 
their career or educational aspirations.
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Sixth Form Team Announced 

The new Senior Team for 2013 – 2014 has been named as Head 
Boy Zak Mahinfar, Head Girl Beth Maidstone, Deputy Head Boy 
Freddy Woodyatt and Deputy Head Girl Nancy Heath.

Ten students ran impressive campaigns in their bid to take over 
the roles.

Margaret Hawksworth, Director of Post-16 Studies, said: “I was 
genuinely impressed by the calibre of all the candidates. I am 
sure that the four successful students will make an excellent 
team and be outstanding ambassadors for the school.”

Gylby Girls Show Heart
A sponsored walk by five 
‘Gylby girls’ helped to 
raise £250 for their charity 
‘Pure Imagination’, to help 
children’s heart patients.

The girls – led by House 
Captains Megan Lewis 
and Rhiannon Skerritt 
- walked 20 miles from 
Ashby to Glenfield 
Hospital, the home of 
children’s heart surgery in 
Leicestershire.

On the way, they stopped at Coalville to perform a series of 
sponsored dares, including singing the national anthem in the 
middle of town. The money raised will be added to the cash from 
Gylby’s successful sale of 50 Easter baskets. 

Everything from comic strips to castle 
making and gardening to yoga was on 
offer during the latest House afternoon.

Students could choose from more than 
50 activities, including zumba classes, 
flower arranging, origami, Wii games, 
Easter craft making, photography, 
textiles recycling, languages, cake 
decorating, music and a whole range 
of sports from football and rounders to 
table tennis and a 10 kilometre run.

House Activities All Under One Roof (and Outdoors…)

New Technologies to Revolutionise 
Learning
Ipads, Mac suites and immersive 3-D technology will place 
Ashby School at the forefront of technological advances in 
education.

The school is investing up to £400,000 in the latest 
technologies, including 450 ipads which will be based in 
Faculties from September.

These will be 
used primarily by 
Year 12 students 
but will also be 
available for 
staff to use with 
students from 
other year groups. 
All teaching staff 
will have with an 
ipad by the end of 
May.

The school is 
also creating 
a state-of-the-
art, immersive 
3-D hub which will allow students to experience sensations, 
sounds and lights to enhance their learning and understanding 
of subjects.

Apple Macs and Mac suites will be introduced in specialist 
areas such as Media and Film.

The school will also move away from a network-based storage 
system to a cloud-based system, enabling students to access 
their school work from anywhere with an internet connection.

Headteacher Eddie Green said: “We are already a school with 
lots of outstanding practices. Outstanding schools lead the 
way in terms of development and cutting edge technology. We 
do not want to be following anybody.

“These developments will ensure that Ashby School is leading 
the way in the use of technology in the classroom.”

The theme of the day was ‘try 
something new’, giving students a 
chance to try skills that they would 
not encounter during the normal 
curriculum.

Students also made and fired their 
own bottle rockets, created erupting 
volcanoes, immersed themselves in 
Persian culture and tried their hands 
at cake decorating.

Ashby School holds two House 
afternoons each year.

Psychology students celebrate the arrival 
of their ipads on Twitter
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Crewe Members Boost Funds
A car wash and sponsored bunny run 
have helped Crewe prefects to boost their 
House charity total by about £300.

Prefects took part in an Easter bunny 
run at Beacon Hill. More serious runners 
tackled the 10k course while others opted 
for the 3k fun run. These included Lauren 
Malcolm, Emily Glynn and Carys Gidlow 
who turned the challenge into a four-
legged race by completing the course tied 
together.

In a separate fundraising initiative, 
students from Crewe washed 17 cars in 
the school car parks. All proceeds will 
go to the Derbyshire, Leicestershire and 
Rutland Air Ambulance.

Medical Blogs, Top Dogs 
Prizes have been awarded to seven 
students whose blogs came top in a 
science writing competition.

The students all entered the blog-
writing competition run by the school’s 
Med School Project – a group of 
students committed to medicine-
related careers.

First prize went to Theo Welch, Jodie 
Hemsill and Kieran Bird.

Sixth Former Kieran entitled his 
blog ‘Can we ever be too clean?’, 
while Theo and Jodie, from Year 10, 
submitted a joint entry asking ‘Is 
animal testing a necessary evil?’

Runners-up were Jonathan Ince, 
George Roberts, Nathan Orme-
Herbert and Lulu He.

The winners were each presented with 
£20 Amazon vouchers and will have 
their blogs posted on the Med School 
Project website.

The website has received more than 
170,000 hits.

Learning Lessons from 
Ashby…in France
Life at Ashby School could soon be 
impacting on classrooms in France, 
following a visit by a teacher from 
Strasbourg.

Nadia Belkaid spent two weeks at the 
school, observing lessons and talking 
to staff and students.

She said: “I always wanted to go into 
an English school and observe what the 
educational system was like from the 
inside.

“As an English teacher, I have been 
interested to sit in on English lessons. 
But I have also enjoyed the lessons 
that we do not have in France, like food 
technology, PE theory and psychology.”

Gardeners Spring to Life
The school gardens are being transformed by a band of hard-
working student gardeners.

The seven students, who are working on the garden as part of 
their alternative curriculum studies, are already selling plants, 
including pumpkin and courgette plants and flower seedlings.

All proceeds will go back into the project. Plants can be ordered 
by email from Rikki Womersley or by popping into the Year 
Room.

The garden project will become a BTEC course in September 
allowing students to gain a formal qualification.  The school is 
also a member of the RHS Campaign for School Gardening and 
is looking to establish links with other schools and community 
gardening groups.

She added: “I will go back and tell my 
colleagues what I have seen and I am 
sure we will implement a few things; that 
is what my visit is all about.

“Everybody I have met at Ashby is very 
passionate about what they are doing 
and you need that passion.”

It is hoped that Ashby School and 
Nadia’s school in Strasbourg, the 
Lycee Rudloff, will maintain links to help 
students’ language learning.
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Tennis ace James Ison has 
helped to power Leicestershire 
under 17s to victory against 
some of the best young 
players in the country.

James, who is in Year 10, was 
one of seven boys to represent 
Leicestershire in the under 
18s County Cup tournament 
at Sunderland, in which he 
won two of his three singles 
matches and all three of his 
doubles.

James’s performance helped the team to 
secure victory and promotion to a higher 
level. James is currently number one in 
the county at under 16 level and 57th in 
the country.

Elliot Swims to Victory

Championship swimmer Elliot Tointon 
showed his prowess in the pool by 
finishing first in the school’s annual 
aquathon.

Elliot, a silver medal winner at 
the England Schools Swimming 
Championships, recorded the day’s 
fastest swim of 4.29 minutes. He and 
team mate, English teacher Ewan 
Myles, were the overall winners, 
completing the course in 17.41 
minutes.

Just days after the aquathon, Elliot 
went on to smash the 400m county 
individual medley record at a City of 
Leicester swimming meet.

The aquathon consists of a 400m 
swim followed by a three km run. 
Entrants can tackle it individually or in 
pairs.

The fastest run of the day was 
recorded by Sammy Oakley, while 
the fastest individual finishing time 
belonged to Daniel Roe.

Beth Pickerin and Beth Mugleston ran 
the course as a three-legged race. 
Staff members Jonathan Jones and 
Ben Clarke also ran tied together, and 
completed the swim in scuba diving 
gear.

This year, the course was tackled 
by 104 competitors – 20 more than 
last year. All proceeds from the event 
will be divided between the House 
charities.

Entrants were awarded House 
points for taking part and for their 
performance. The winning House was 
Loudoun.

Capital Day Out for Girls
Fifteen girls from the school’s Hair and 
Beauty course spent a day in London, 
taking in some of the capital’s most 
iconic sights.

Success for Tennis Ace James

He is a member of Ashby Castle Tennis 
Club, trains three times a week at 
Loughborough University and has played 
twice at Wimbledon. James started 
playing tennis at the age of five.

Tribute to Tom
Tributes have been paid to an Ashby 
School student who died suddenly at 
home.

Tom Wilkinson, 18, who was in Year 13, 
was popular with students from all Year 
groups and was passionate about music.

Nick Walker, who was Tom’s Music 
Technology teacher, said: “Tom always 
had a passion for music, both listening 
to a wide variety and producing his own 
tracks. 

“He enjoyed working with all of his fellow 
musicians and the new music technology 
systems over the past four years, and 
was enthusiastic about the process of 
developing his own compositions. 

“He introduced me to many new genres, 
bands and artists over the years which 
I can only say were very entertaining 
in more of a ‘Heavy and Metal’ than 
‘Handel and Mozart’ musical style! Tom 
will be sorely missed.”

A book of condolence signed by both 
staff and students has been presented to 
Tom’s family.

Tom’s family would like to extend their 
thanks to all who knew him as a friend. 
All donations collected in memory of 
Tom will go to The Cardiomyopathy 
Association which conducts research 
into the heart condition from which he 
suffered.

During the visit, they took 
a ride on the London Eye, 
visited Madame Tussauds, 
ate at Planet Hollywood 
and even managed a spot 
of shopping in Oxford 
Street.

Senior Year Tutor Alan 
Demitriou said: “Eleven of 
the girls had not been to 

London before so it was a real cultural 
eye-opener for them. They saw and did 
a lot in a short space of time; it was a 
great success.”
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From the Governors... 
Personnel Committee
The appointment of a dedicated 
attendance officer has helped Ashby 
School to achieve some of the best 
attendance figures in the county. 
Student attendance has improved 
considerably over the last two years, 
ensuring that the school’s attendance 
levels are now higher than both 
national and county averages.

The Personnel Committee also 
oversees exclusion issues. To help 
students in need of extra support, 
it has introduced a new intervention 
programme, allowing many students 
to follow an alternative curriculum and 
still get examination success in core 
areas.

The personnel committee has also 
been closely involved in changes 
relating to the school’s conversion to 
Academy status, including the review 
of a number of policies.

The committee supports the school’s 
decision to work towards the CPD 
mark – an award which recognises 
an organisation’s commitment to the 
professional development of its staff. 
This, in turn, will help to deliver an 
even higher standard of teaching and 
learning to students.

As part of their responsibilities, 
committee members regularly review 
and report on the performance 
management process, to ensure that 
all staff perform to their full potential. 

Staffing issues are reviewed regularly. 
These include vacancies, new roles 
and staff attendance.

Faculty Focus 

English
Where are Tom Daly, Raymond 
Briggs and Robbie Burns likely 
to appear on the same exam 
paper? 

Only in English Language – a 
course which has been reintroduced at 
Ashby School for the first time in several 
years.

In preparation for the course, two 
teachers – Rowenna Wallis and Ian 
Pallett - sat the 
exam, both coming 
out with A grades.

The pair plan to 
use their marked 
exam scripts as a 
teaching aid to help 
students.

It is hoped that the 
return of English 
Language will 
encourage students 
who might not otherwise have studied 
English to choose the subject at A level.

Head of English Inaayat Hashim said: 
“English Literature is often perceived as 
being very text heavy and involving lots 
of reading whereas English Language 
is more technical and scientific in its 
approach. 

“A lot of students don’t read novels for 
pleasure or have a passion for poetry 
or Shakespeare but enjoy flexing their 
English brain muscles.”

Almost all of the students who have 
taken English Language in Year 12 plan 
to continue with it at A2.

English GCSE results went up by one 
per cent at Ashby School, in spite of the 
controversy surrounding the marking of 
English exam papers in Summer 2012.

Following Government changes, Year 10 
students will be the first Year group to be 
assessed on their English learning at the 
end of Year 11, rather than by modules 
throughout the course.

English highlights this year have included 
theatre trips to see ‘Of Mice and Men’ 
and ‘The Kite Runner’.

Teacher Nicola Raphael has been sharing 
her teaching practices with colleagues 
across the country using Twitter. One 
tweet – about ‘table top Shakespeare’, 
where students enact a play using 
everyday objects – was picked up by 
another teacher and then by education 

network Pedagoo.

In response, one 
educationalist 
tweeted ‘The power 
of social media! 
A tweet by @
nicnacraph inspires 
@JamesTheo who 
writes a http://
Pedagoo.org post 
to inspire many 
more...’

For regular updates on English teaching 
and educational developments at Ashby 
School, follow teacher Nicola Raphael on 
Twitter at @nicnacraph

PE 
PE students have been busy running 
sports festivals for local primary school 
pupils. A multi sports festival and a tri-
golf tournament were both planned and 
run by Year 12 PE BTEC students.

Activities were designed to help pupils 
develop their coordination, accuracy and 
communication skills.

The BTEC students are all working 
towards a sports leadership qualification 
as part of their course.

Did you know…

Governors regularly visit 

Faculties to meet staff and 

students, and to sit in on lessons?

Governors would like to thank 

students and Faculty members 

who help to make these 

visits so interesting and 

instructive.

What the students said:

‘I much prefer Language to 
Literature. It is interesting to see how 
power is asserted through language.’

Freddy Woodyatt

‘You can apply English Language to 
real life and how language is used in 
relationships’

Olivia Bradford

PE BTEC students with young golfers
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PE teacher Kerry Teasdale said: “By 
running events like this, students are 
giving something back to the community. 
It is also an opportunity for them to use 
their leadership skills, and to develop 
their confidence and communication 
skills. It is very rewarding for them to put 
all the theory into practice.”

The festival was hosted by Ashby School 
as part of the North West Leicestershire 
School Sports Partnership programme.

The girls’ under 19 netball team 
earned a respectable third place in the 
Charnwood League end-of-season 
tournament.

They finished fourth in the Charnwood 
League, competing against seven other 
schools from across the Charnwood area

Four players were given a special 
mention after receiving the most 
nominations for player of the match. 
Congratulations to Helen Starkey, Jess 
Sturgess, Lydia Gibson and Alice Gilman.

A team of 16 swimmers from Ashby 
School pulled off a resounding victory in 
the North West Leicestershire/ Hinckley 
and Bosworth School Sports Partnership 
swimming gala.

The school entered four teams of four 
swimmers – Year 10 and 11 girls, Year 
10 and 11 boys, sixth form girls and sixth 
form boys – in the gala at Hermitage 
Leisure Centre.

The swimmers took part in individual 
events and relays. Their victory means 
that they have qualified for the regional 
heat at Loughborough University.  

Boxing is the latest sport to be offered to 
PE students.

About 70 students in Years 10 and 11 
have signed up for boxing as one of their 
mainstream PE options. Its popularity is 

believed to be down to the success of 
athletes like Nicola Adams and Anthony 
Ogogo in the 2012 London Olympics.

The school has also recently introduced 
handball - another Olympic sport - 
bringing the total number of options to 
27.

Head of PE Vikki Rundle-Brown said: 
“We have introduced boxing and 
handball in response to demand from 
students. They now have a huge range 
of sports to choose from as part of their 
mainstream PE curriculum.

“In boxing, they work with pads, develop 
fitness, learn different moves and think 
about stance. It is popular with girls and 
boys.”

An external boxing coach delivered 
training to Ashby School PE teachers 
who are now passing on what they have 
learned to students.

For more updates on sporting activities 
and achievements at Ashby School, 
follow @PEAshby on Twitter.

Science
A primary school science fair run by the 
the Science Faculty is helping to create 
a love of science at every age – and a 
seamless curriculum.

Primary school pupils are already 
preparing projects on the theme of ‘how 
things work’. The best entrants will then 
be invited to a day of science workshops 
and events at Ashby School. The event 
will be run with the help of gifted and 
talented Science students from Ashby 
School and Ivanhoe College, and will 
conclude with a presentation to parents 
and pupils. 

Teachers at Ashby School are also 
working closely with feeder high 
schools, and are continuing to expand 
the common curriculum for Year 9 
students, smoothing their transition to 
upper school.

A valuable teaching resource has been 
given a facelift. The school pond has 
been drained, fitted with a new liner, 
refilled and repopulated with frogs, 
newts and plant life for use by biologists 
of all Years. The pond is invaluable for 

Physics is Extreme
Two teams of scientists 
represented the school at a 
residential Extreme Physics 
workshop at Stowe over Easter. 
Team one was made up of Jodie 
Hemsill, Lauren Bartley, Daniel 
Greenhouse and Josh Greening. 
Second team members were Theo 
Welch, Ellen Mattingley, Evie Jarvis 
and Edward Adams.

The teams were put through 
their paces in seven challenges, 
coming fourth and fifth in a tough 
field of 12 teams – a fantastic 
achievement! The challenges 
included designing and making a 
working timer.

All competitors were treated to an 
Airkix indoor sky diving session.

Lauren Bartley, who won a prize 
for the best journal, said: “I really 
enjoyed the lectures, especially 
the one about surviving a nuclear 
attack. It was all much more fun 
than I thought it would be. “

practising sampling techniques, and for 
the study of habitats, food chains and life 
cycles.

Sixth Form biologists will be using their 
explorative skills on a field trip to North 
Wales in June. They will be taking a 
closer look at river beds, shore lines and 
habitats.

At a twilight session on genetic 
engineering, Year 13 biologists used 
jellyfish genes – which make the 
creatures fluoresce – to inject bacteria. 
The bacteria were later found to glow in 
the dark.

More information about Biology can 
be found on Twitter @Ashbybio and on 
youtube.
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Talking Heads
Maths teacher Sam Blatherwick talks 
about teaching, technology and why 
practice makes perfect.

Mini Sagas, Massive Achievement
Scores of successful English students have had their mini sagas published in a new national anthology.

Students from all Years were asked to write a short story on a subject of their choice in no more then 50 words. Sixty had their sagas chosen for 
inclusion in the ‘Mini Sagas’ anthology. 

14 March 
English trip to RSC, Stratford

24 May 
Year 13 study leave begins

27 – 31 May 
Half term break

3 June 
School reopens

17 - 19 June 
Year 12 Biology field trip

20 June 
World of Work day

25 June 
Sports day heats

27 June 
Sports day

1 July 
Year 12 induction

3 – 5 July 
Year 9 induction

5 – 9 July 
Year 10 French trip to Paris

8 – 10 July 
Skills for Management conference

12 July 
School closes 2pm

15 August 
A level results day

22 August 
GCSE results day

29 August 
School reopens for Autumn term

Diary dates

Why is Maths important?

That’s a question for the Government rather 
than a maths teacher. I would rather ask – is 
maths enjoyable? It’s a really beautiful subject 
and there are lots of interesting things that Vi 
Hart (look her up on YouTube) can explain far 
better than me.

I enjoyed it at school for a completely 
different reason – every lesson was a game of 
understanding new tricks, challenging yourself 
and seeing yourself progress all the time. The 
importance comes after that – once you’ve 
made yourself good at maths through seeing 
the challenge, a whole load of problems 
suddenly seem a lot more manageable.

Name three qualities that a good 
mathematician needs.

Determination, a logical mind and a good 
memory.

What are the best things that students can 
do to improve their Maths performance?

Practice. If you were learning to be excellent 
at a musical instrument you would practise it 
every day and you would see yourself getting 
better and better at it. 

Five hours a week isn’t enough if you want 
to be brilliant at maths. Students at A-level 
wonder how their teachers can just see 
things… when I was in Year 13 I was doing 
at least 20 hours of maths a week. It’d be 
surprising if I wasn’t good at it.

If you could give a piece of advice to 
George Osborne, what would it be?

If it costs less to drive myself to Cardiff 
than it does to catch the train, why would I 
inconvenience myself by taking the train? If 
you actually want to sort out green policy, you 
need to sort out this question.

What are you reading at the moment?

‘The Teleportation Accident’ by Ned 
Beauman. He has just been announced as 
part of the 2013 Granta list and he was a 
good friend of mine at University.

Who would play you in the film of your life?

Jude Law. I’d really like to see him do an 
awkward turtle.

Tell us something about yourself that no-
one else at Ashby School knows.

I was one of the first people in this country 
on facebook. When I signed up, it was called 
thefacebook and was a bit of a fad amongst 
a small group of our university friends. I don’t 
have it anymore. I was also in a pilot trial 
for iplayer, so probably amongst the first to 
use that too. I invited all my friends round to 
watch The Apprentice and it didn’t work.

Rugby Stars Lift Cup
The school’s Year 10 rugby team has lifted the Leicestershire County Cup.

After a close fought match against St Paul’s Catholic School, Leicester, the team 
triumphed by 33 points to 21. 

Try-scorers for the under 15 team were Gareth Harvey, Connor Swainston-Hunt, 
Tom Riley, Charlie Scottorn  and Matt Holmes. Man of the match was Matt Holmes.

The under 11s team were runners-up in their county final, losing to Bosworth 
Academy by 31 – 15. Man of the match was Lennan Owen.

What 
would you do if you weren’t a teacher?

When I was in my final year of university, I 
still didn’t have a clue what to do with my life 
and told everyone I was going to become 
a diamond dealer. I didn’t look into what it 
entailed, but it was a lot more interesting than 
saying “I don’t know”. I’d like to think I’m still 
working out what I’d do if I hadn’t become a 
teacher.

Would you rather stroll or jog? Why?

I’ve just done my fourth aquathon, so I should 
probably say jog!

How has technology changed Maths 
teaching?

Everything moves a lot quicker now. Kevin 
Saunders and I ask students to tweet us 
photos of questions they are struggling 
with so that we can help them understand 
it better. It’s a different world to when I was 
at school only a decade ago. It’s a different 
world to when I started at Ashby School only 
four years ago.


