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This year’s GCSE and A level exam results 
were some of the best in the school’s 
history. 

At GCSE, 68 per cent of students achieved 
five or more A* to C, including maths and 
English. 

In science, there was a second consecutive 
year of record results with 94 per cent of 
students achieving grade C or above. In 
maths, it was an impressive 80 per cent. 

At A level, the pass rate was again 100 per 
cent. Seventy two per cent of all A level 
grades were A* to C, with 68 per cent of 
students achieving at least one A* to B 
grade. 

Headteacher Eddie Green said: “We have an 
extraordinary range of talent at Ashby School and it is 
wonderful to see so many of our students achieve the 

examination successes they were hoping for, and be 
able to move on to the next stage of their journey with 
confidence.” 

www. ashbyschool.org.uk 

 

Exam Results are Among Best Ever 

“The best school trip I have ever been on, or will ever go on.”  

For more student feedback on half term in China, see page 8. 
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I am sure many of you will have read in 
the local media and through our website 
about our continued examination 
success in 2015. 

I am delighted to report that in 2015 we 
matched our best ever set of GCSE 
results and saw a significant 
improvement in the performance of 
some specific groups of students. We  
achieved record pass rates in maths and 
science and it is very reassuring—at a 
time of large scale changes to 
assessment and curriculum - that we 
have managed to maintain our strong 
tradition of good results and provide 
stability for our students. 

Our A level performance remained 
strong and the majority of our Year 13 
students moved on to university with 
most getting a place at their first choice. 
Students moving into the workplace 
were also very successful with many 
fortunate enough to be offered high 

quality apprenticeships. We have been 
delighted with the way our Year 10 
students have settled into life at Ashby. 
They are the first group of students to 
see changes in the way examination 
grades are awarded with maths and 
English being numbered from 9 (top) to 
1 (lowest). Other subjects will continue 
with the more familiar grades A*-G for 
this cohort.  

It is crucial, in a period of high 
accountability and scrutiny regarding 
performance, that we adhere to our core 
values and principles, providing not only 
a high quality academic experience, but 
also  a range of extra curricular, 
enrichment and cultural opportunities 
for our students, giving them a strong 
foundation for the future. 

As ever, this newsletter shows just how 
much happens in a busy school like ours. 
The range and quality of experiences and 
the commitment of students and staff 

never ceases to astound me. I am 
extremely grateful and fortunate, to 
work with staff who give so much of 
their time freely and willingly. 

With Christmas just around the corner 
and on behalf of all of the staff and 
governors, I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you a Happy 
Christmas and prosperous New Year. 
Thank you for your continued support of 
our very special school and I look 
forward to seeing you in 2016. 

Best wishes,  Eddie Green, Headteacher 

  H e a d - l i n e s  

Parents have been thanked for supporting the school's uniform 
policy, following the summer break. 
 
Deputy headteacher Geoff Staniforth said: "At the last check, 
more than 94 per cent of students were in full and correct 
uniform and a credit to the school so thank you to parents for 
their support." 
 
Students are required to wear plain, black, school trousers 
which must not be jeans, jean-style or leggings. Skinny trousers 
are permitted, as long as they are of a trouser material. Skirts 
should be plain black and of a sensible length.  
 
More detailed uniform information can be found on the school 
website. A 

 hard-hitting performance about the 

dangers of child sexual exploitation will be 

repeated for parents on Thursday 5 

November at 6.30pm. 

‘Chelsea’s Choice’, which has been shown to all Year 10 

students, highlights issues such as grooming, healthy 

relationships and safe internet use. Based on a true 

story, it was followed by a question and answer session 

for students.  

Victims of child sexual exploitation are most commonly 

aged between 11 and 15. 

‘Chelsea’s Choice’ is an Applied Theatre production by 

Alter Ego Creative Solutions. The performance to 

parents will last for about an hour. 

Correct Uniform All Sewn Up 
Chelsea’s Choice 
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‘We Will Rock You’ - Tickets on Sale Now 
Tickets are now on sale for Ashby School’s 
performance of hit Queen musical, ‘We Will 
Rock You’. 

The show runs from Wednesday 25—
Saturday 28 November. 

About 50 students will take part in the 
production, as performers, musicians and 
back stage crew. 

As with previous school performances, ‘We 
Will Rock You’ has a distinctive Ashby School 
flavour. 

Head of Arts Catherine Matthews said: 
“There is very much an Ashby School slant. 
There is a lot of emphasis on the use of 
technology and a lot of use of lighting. In one 
scene, the performers use their mobile 
phones to create a display.” 

Following a series of open audition, the main parts went to 
Tom de Fraja (Gallileo), Issey Armston (Scaramouche), Chloe 
Smedley (Killer Queen), Callum Weatherill (Khashoggi), Jack 
Riley (Britney) and Elissa Adams (Meat). 

Tickets are priced £5 for adults and £4 for concessions and 
are available from A block reception. 

 

Two former students have qualified 
as Navigation Officers in the 
Merchant Navy.  

Glenn Higginbotham and George 
Marshall travelled the world  during 
12 months at sea, as well as 
completing  degree course studies.   

Glenn, who was sponsored and 
trained by Maersk, said: “I have had 
the time of my life and have fulfilled 
my dream of travelling the world 
whilst studying.” 

George was sponsored by Gardline 
Geosurvey Ltd and trained by Ship 
Safe Training Group Limited (SSTG). 

Navy Success 

 

Delegates Put World to Rights 
When Sixth Former Lauren Bartley 

stumbled across a website about 

studying in America, she decided to 

apply. 

Over the summer, she spent a week on a 

US residential programme, staying at 

Yale, and visiting several other high 

profile universities, including Harvard 

and Princetown. 

She is now applying to Williams College 

in Massachusetts, with the help of the 

Sutton Trust, which helps to find 

educational opportunities for students 

from non-privileged backgrounds.  She 

hopes to study maths, alongside a range 

of ‘liberal arts’ subjects, such as English 

and neuroscience.  

Lauren said: “My week at Yale was my 

first visit to America and it was an 

incredible experience.  

“I know for sure now that I want to take 

my independence a step further and see 

how far I can push myself. America is an 

amazing place to study.” 

Lauren hopes one day to set up her own 

organisation establishing educational 

institutions around the world.  

Lauren Follows American Dream 
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A young lawyer who has shown 
enormous commitment to a 
career in law is to receive a 
legal achievement award. 
 
Katie Shaw left Ashby School 
this summer and is now 
studying law at Nottingham 
Trent University. While in the 
Sixth Form, her commitment to a career in law 
prompted her to enrol on a number of law-related 
programmes and courses and to become part of the 
Sutton Trust ‘Pathways to Law’ programme at 
Nottingham Trent.  

She also participated in an e-mentoring scheme with 
a Nottingham Trent student. 

Katie will be presented with the HG/ GH Legal 
Achievement Award by Tony Mulcahy, who set up 
the award in memory of  local lawyers Geoff Howells 
and Harry Gould. The award includes a cash sum 
towards study materials. 

Katie said: “I am honoured and humbled to be 
chosen. It is a real confidence boost at the start of 
my law degree.” 

“ 
A handful of Ashby School 

students took part in the 

National Citizen Service this 

summer, including myself, 

and looking back I can safely 

say it made my summer one of the 

best I’ve ever had.  

The volunteer-based programme, 

costing only £35 due to a Government 

contribution, started in mid-July. 

Myself and eight other Ashby school 

students were picked up and driven to 

an outward bounds centre where the 

adventure began.  

The first week focused on meeting the others, through activities like rock climbing and rafting. There was even an intense 

eight mile hike in the rain, which I’d like to think only brought us all closer together! The second week was based in a 

university campus, where participants took part in lectures and business presentations. The course finished with two weeks 

volunteering in our local areas; this ranged from sponsored nights on the street for homeless charities to building gardens for 

care homes. Our team raised more than £1,000 for the mental health charity Mind.  

I’d recommend NCS to all students at Ashby School because, although the idea of volunteering seems daunting, the pride you 

gain from it is unbelievable - and it also doesn’t look too bad on the CV!” 

Katie Scoops Legal Award 

My NCS Summer  by Hannah Taylor 

Hermitage FM volunteer and radio DJ Anita Widdowson has 

completed a 12 hour sponsored radio marathon. The 12 Hour 

Airing didn’t faze Ashby’s future Zoe Ball who managed to smash 

her £1,000 target, raising £1,373.17.  

The event took nine months for Anita to plan.  Several teachers 

from Ashby School were part of the event, and the young 

presenter even managed to get CBBC’s Chris Johnson in on the 

action. “The day turned out brilliantly,” said Anita “despite the 

baking hot studio and the technology crashes towards the end!” 

Anita would like to give a special thanks to two anonymous £250 

donations, which were a huge help in reaching her target.  

Anita on the Airwaves 

Story by Hannah Taylor 
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Jessica Ennis-Hill is Great Sport 

Twenty students spent a day with Olympians Jessica Ennis-Hill 
and Darren Campbell, as part of a national scheme to inspire 
young people to achieve their goals. 

Ashby School was one of just 10 schools to be invited to the 
event at Sheffield’s Institute of Sport, as part of the Sky Sports 
for Living initiative. 

Students met professional athletes from a range of 
disciplines, tried different sports and listened to athletes’ 
inspiring stories about their journey to the top of their game 
and the obstacles they had overcome.  

One of the day’s favourite activities was a judo session, led by 

Tom Davis (Commonwealth judo champion). Other sports led 
by athlete mentors included basketball, hockey, athletics, 
rugby, boxing and table tennis. There was also a Q & A session 
with Jessica Ennis–Hill.   Other athletes included Thinus 
Delport (former South African rugby international), Casey 
Stoner (former England women's football team captain) and 
Daniel Caines (GB 400m runner).  

PE teacher Ricky Wickwar, who accompanied the students, 
said: “I’m thrilled that our students were able to take part in 
the Sky Academy Confidence Day with Jess Ennis-Hill. It is 
really important that young people have positive role models 
and messages to inspire them. Sport in particular can be a 
great tool to teach important disciplines such as leadership 
and confidence. The students will remember this for years to 
come.”  

 

Fair Play School for Ghouls 

Hallowe’en fancy dress and an after 
school quiz helped Sixth Formers to 
raise £752. 
The money will be used to offset the 
costs of the leavers’ yearbook and 
ball at the end of the year. 

Luke An-
drews? 

Computer scientist Luke Andrews 
devoted most of his summer to 
boosting his exam prospects—by 
taking on an industry internship. 
He is now using the computer 
programme he designed over the 
summer as the basis for his A level 
Computer Science coursework. 
Luke, who spent five weeks working 
at Coventry-based recruitment 
experts Capp & Co, said: “ It was a 
very steep learning curve; learning 
in the classroom is a completely 
different experience. 
“The company required me to use 
all sorts of technologies that I had 
not even heard of; I had to learn a 
whole new computer language. 
“But it has helped me massively 
with the practical element of my 
computer science project.” 
Luke has applied to study computer 
science at university next year. 

Sixth Form students spent a rainy 
morning at Ashby’s statutes street 
fair, where they accompanied special 
needs pupils around the stalls and on 
the rides. 
The annual fair visit is part of the 
school’s commitment to, and 
involvement in, the local community. 

Luke Makes 

Work Pay 
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Jazz, rock, samba and even the Blues Brothers made an 
appearance during a weekend-long music residential trip to 
Dunfield (pictured right).  About 80 students from all year 
groups immersed themselves in a weekend of playing and 
performing an ecletic range of music. On their return, friends 
and family were treated to a concert showcasing their 
achievements. 

In Film and Media, a gift of £5,000 from Ashfield’s Worthy 
Causes Fund has helped to purchase new camcorders and 
update software, allowing students to develop more creative, 
and professional looking and sounding pieces of audio visual 
work. Sixth Form students have already begun their practical 
work, using the new equipment. 

A London art trip gave Year 13 students four days to explore 
some of the capital’s most eye-catching art exhibitions. 
Students visited the Tate Modern, the Tate Britain, a 
controversial exhibition by Chinese artist Aiweiwei and a new 
gallery displaying work by Damien Hirst. They also took part in 
a workshop at the British Museum. 

In drama, Year 11 students have been creating original drama 
pieces in a non-naturalistic style for their unit one practical 

exam in November. It accounts for 60 per cent of their final 
GCSE grade. 

Theatre trips have given students a chance to see several 
productions live on stage. Year 12 students were asked to 
write their own live reviews of  ’Dead Dog in a Suitcase’ by the 
Knee High Theatre Company. 

Diary dates: St Helen’s carol concert, Monday 14 December, 
7pm 

Senior citizens’ carol concert, Tuesday 15 December, 3—5pm. 

 

 

 

F 
our students who were runners up in a regional 
accountancy competition are hoping to repeat their 
success in an interest rate challenge. 

Elise Turner, Libby Simms, Harriet Roland and Jordan 
Ball (pictured below) came second in the ICAEW BASE 
business and accountancy competition in March. They are 
now preparing to pit their wits against teams from across the 
region in a Bank of England interest rate challenge. Each team 
must decide what the Bank of England should do about 
interest rates and quantitative easing and make a 15 minute 
presentation to judges from the Bank of England. 

Year 10 business students will taking part in the ifs Student 
Investor competition, where each are given £100,000 virtual 
cash to invest in stocks and shares. Those who make the 
shrewdest investments may win a place in the next round. 

Three students were applying for career opportunities with 
media giant Sky, after visiting the company’s new educational 
centre in Middlesex. The business and economics students 
used ipads to complete a series of exercises (pictured) , firstly 
to identify their own skills and strengths in areas such as 
communication, team work and decision making. They then 
worked with students from other schools and were given 15 
minutes to devise their own TV show. 

Travel and tourism students took off for East Midlands 
Airport, to take a closer look at customer services, while Year 
11 business students went to Coca Cola’s Milton Keynes site 
for a tour of the plant and a marketing workshop.                                                                                          

Year 13 Business students will be visiting Bott Ltd in Smisby to 
have a look around the company and discuss career 
opportunities and apprenticeships. 

Business 

The Arts 
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Mathematics 

  

Engineering students made 
the most of the school’s 
excellent facilities by testing 
their latest project in the 
swimming pool! 

Two teams of engineers 
designed their own vessels 
using Computer Aided Design 
(CAD) and built them from 
recycled materials. 

This year, the school has 
enrolled more engineering 
students than ever in Year 10, 
with 120 embarking on the 
GCSE course.  

GCSE examination results in DT were some of the best in the 
faculty’s history in 2015, particularly in electronics, food 
technology and resistant materials. 

A level results remained consistently high. Special mention 
must go to hospitality students whose results placed the 
school in the top one per cent nationally at AS and A2. 

Twelve of the most promising design students represented 
the school in this year’s Rotary Young Designers’ competition. 
Although there were no winners, all put forward impressive 
entries. 

To inspire the designers of the future, the school held its first 
Year 8 taster day (pictured right). The event gave students 
from Ivanhoe College an overview of DT, in preparation for 
the introduction of the new curriculum in 2017. This means 
that students will study a broad range of design disciplines 
rather than specialising in  a single subject area. The new food 
curriculum comes into effect a year earlier in 2016. 

Staff at Ashby School have been actively involved in helping to 
draft the new DT curriculum, particularly in food, working 
closely with  exam board AQA. Officials at AQA were keen to 
gauge the thoughts of Ashby’s DT teachers as they teach one 
of the largest DT cohorts in the country.  As a result, Ashby 

staff have visited  AQA head office and welcomed 57 food 
technology  teachers to the school for the launch of the new 
specification. 

The first round of the Rotary Young Chef award takes place at 
school on Wednesday 18 November. All students up to the 
age of 17 are invited to take part. Last year, Reece Dawes and 
Jack Churchward reached the county final.  

Two Year 13 leavers have gone on to secure apprenticeships 
in the hospitality industry. Megan Newton and Imogen Dales 
are both being trained at local pubs. 

 

 

After a period of rapid change over the last couple of years, it appears that we are now in for a relatively settled period in 
terms of curriculum. 

Throughout 2014/2015, most departments have been busy investigating new courses and putting together new materials in 
preparation for the start of the curriculum reforms. The Curriculum Committee has spent time analysing the outcomes of the 
various faculty reviews that took place last year as well as getting to grips with the new Progress 8 measure that will come into 
effect in 2016. This new government initiative is designed to encourage all schools to offer a broad and balanced curriculum at 
KS4.  

We received positive feedback from Ofsted in terms of our curriculum offer and on the work that has been done on SMSC and 
this will be maintained to allow our students to continue to thrive both now and in the future. 

Andrew Binns, Director of Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) 

Design Technology 

From the Governors...Curriculum Report 
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What does your role as Head of KS4 involve? 
Overseeing the options process for new Year 10 
students and ensuring our curriculum offer is broad and 
balanced. I also help heads of faculty stay up to date on 
curriculum matters, run events such as parents’ 
evenings and open evenings, and deal with non pastoral 
parental queries and concerns. 
 
There has been a sharp rise in the number of students 
applying from out of catchment. Why do you think that 
Ashby School is so popular? The school has an 
excellent reputation and this is supported by its exam 
results. Our successful Sixth Form also encourages 
students to come here early for KS4 and then to carry 
on. 
 
Exam success is more important than ever. What 
would be your advice to students on how to get the 
most out of Years 10 and 11? Work hard and take 
teacher advice on board. Throw yourself into everything 
and that includes non academic activities. Go to revision 
sessions, take the opportunities handed to you and talk 
to your teachers about things you are unsure of. 
 

 
What 
were 
you like 
at 
school? 
A good 
boy, 
however I am not sure my teachers would necessarily 
agree. 
 
Did you always want to be a teacher?  Not really - I 
played rugby professionally for two years before 
deciding that I was never going to make it right to the 
top and not need a job afterwards, so I looked for a 
career that would sit nicely with playing part-time and 
teaching fit the bill. At university, I was interested in 
marketing but the idea of sitting behind a desk and 
attending lots of formal meetings didn’t really inspire 
me. 
 
What advice would you give to your younger self? 
Start revising earlier and attend more of my 
accountancy lectures. 

Andy Binns is a business teacher and Head of KS4 (Years 10 

and 11). He was also a professional rugby player before 

taking up teaching. 

Talking Heads 

 

The Great Wall of China and the bird’s nest Olympic Stadium 
were just two of the unforgettable sights of half term in China 
for 27 excited students. 

The group also experienced 'downtown Peking' , a rickshaw 
ride around the Hutongs, the Summer Palace (summer home of 
the old Chinese emperors),  a pearl farm, Tiananmen Square 
and The Forbidden City.  

The final day in Beijing included a toboggan ride down the 
Great Wall.  Those up for the challenge experienced the local 
delicacies of scorpion and grasshopper in the market before 
boarding the bullet train for the 1100km journey to Xi'an. 

Students also visited the site of the terracotta warriors, 
described by some as the eighth wonder of the world. Other 
highlights included the Hu'ang Hot Springs, a 14km cycle ride 
along the walls of Xi’an, the Big Wild Goose Pagoda and the 
sleeper train to Shanghai. Their visit to Shanghai included time 
at a local middle school. 

Evie Jarvis said: “It was the best school trip I have ever been 
on—or will ever go on!” 

Incidentally, no-one seemed to miss Facebook or Twitter—neither of which can be accessed in China! 

Half Term in China  


