
4th July 2016 

Dear Soon-to-be-Year-12-Maths Student, 

 

Welcome to the Ashby School A-level mathematics course. We’re really pleased that you have chosen our 

subject and we can’t wait to teach you next year.  

Many of you will have different reasons for choosing A-level maths. Some of you may need it for what you 

want to do at university, some of you may feel that it is an important subject that you should be doing and 

some of you may just love maths! We hope that you will enjoy the course over the next couple of years, 

but there are certainly going to be times that you find it challenging and difficult. 

The first time you encounter something difficult, the most important thing is the way in which you handle 

it. Some of you will have experienced mathematical difficulties at GCSE for the first time and will have felt 

really uncertain and a bit panicked. The most important aspect is not the topic that you’re struggling with 

though, or even that you’re struggling (everyone does), it’s the way that you react to it. 

If maths A-level wasn’t as challenging as it is, it wouldn’t be as highly regarded by universities and 

employers. 

At Ashby School we have loads of different ways that you can get help with the maths course. We have 

regular weekly homework help sessions run by your teachers where you can get extra help. Some students 

come to this every week and many pupils have thrived on the course because of this. Others simply attend 

as and when they need the support. You can get personalised help whenever you want. There are other 

ways to get help and your teachers will go through these with you when you get here next year. 

Over the past few years technology in calculators has moved quickly. Whilst in the past a normal scientific 

calculator would have been enough for A-level maths we are finding that nowadays you are left behind if 

you do not have a more advanced calculator. We strongly recommend that our students invest in a 

graphical calculator of which we have included details in this envelope. 

If you want to see how a graphical calculator works then we have a taster session next Monday 11th July. 

This will take place at 1.05pm in B1 and we really recommend you attend. 

The main way to overcome your difficulties is through hard work and determination. Think you understand 

something? Practise it ten or twenty times until you’re certain you’ve got it spot on. Our expectation is that 

for every hour you spend in the classroom, you spend another hour at home honing the skills you have 

learnt. If you follow this golden rule you’re very likely to succeed at Maths. 

You should have been set homework for over the summer in your lesson today. In one of your first lessons 

back you will be having a test on this. It is extremely important that you complete your homework and 

prepare thoroughly for this test, as it is crucial that you make your first step in the right direction. This 

hasn’t been set for the sake of it, we just want to make sure that you’re up to speed for the most exciting, 

most rewarding and most challenging step of your mathematical lives so far. 

Good luck and enjoy your summer! 

Ashby School Maths Faculty  



4th July 2016 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

As you are probably aware, your son or daughter has chosen to take A-level maths in Sixth Form. We are 

really pleased that they have chosen our subject. Today they had a taster lesson and we’ve set them some 

work to do over the holidays to boost their mathematical skills in preparation for the course next year. 

There are some resources available to the students to help them make the right steps on the course next 

year. We understand that a graphical calculator is a significant purchase, but we have found that using a 

normal scientific calculator nowadays puts our students at a disadvantage to others. Therefore this year we 

are strongly recommending that students invest in a graphical calculator and we will be using them on a 

regular basis in the classroom. They are priced at £59.95 and can be purchased through a cheque to the 

maths office or you can pay through wisepay. This amount seems more palatable if you equate it to less 

than £1 per week for the duration of their 2 year A Level course. Students may be entitled to funding 

through the Sixth Form Bursary and if this is the case then we ensure that a graphical calculator is bought 

for them.  

So that students get the best idea about what graphical calculators are like we are going to run taster and 

training sessions on these calculators. The first of these will take place on the afternoon of Monday 11th 

July starting at 1.05pm and we will have a class set of graphical calculators that students can try, they can 

speak to students who have used them this year about how useful they have been and also be shown their 

extra capabilities by teachers. We have included information about the graphical calculators we are 

recommending in this envelope. 

Secondly we have a number of books to aid what they do at A-level. We have AS-Level Maths revision 

books which are priced at £7.50 (RRP £12.99). This is available from the maths office and can be 

purchased at any point up until the end of term alongside putting an order in for a graphical calculator. We 

think both of these together would be a very worthwhile purchase. 

Please do not have any hesitation to contact Mr Weston or Mr Blatherwick if you have any concerns about 

the course throughout the year. They can be contacted via email, either a.weston@ashbyschool.org.uk or 

s.blatherwick@ashbyschool.org.uk 

Kind Regards, 

Ashby School Maths Faculty 

mailto:a.weston@ashbyschool.org.uk

