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Dear Student,     

Welcome to Ashby School. There are important 
decisions to be made by you and your parents before 
you start with us in September 2017. You already have 
a copy of the school prospectus which contains a great 
deal of information about the school. Further details 
are available on our website. This booklet is designed 
to help you to choose the courses you will study in 
Years 10 and 11. 

Please read the booklet very carefully. The next two 
school years are a very important part of your 
education. booklet is designed to help you make the 
right choices for you and to achieve the best possible 
results in all of your subjects by the end of Year 11.  

There are many people you can ask to help you with 
this, including your parents, teachers at your high 
school and staff from Ashby School. Some Ashby School 
staff will visit your high school to talk to you; others can 
be contacted by e-mail or telephone to answer your 
questions. This information is all in the booklet for you. 

By making the right decisions now, it will ensure that 
you enjoy your time with us and achieve the best 
results you can. Your success in Year 11 will pave the 
way for the next steps in your education at the age of 
16. 

At Ashby School, we want you to do well, like the 
thousands of successful students who have gone 
before you. We hope that you will leave the school 
feeling proud of your achievements and move on to the 
courses, training and careers 
that will enable you to realise 
your dreams, whatever they 
may be. 

I can assure you that all the 
staff are looking forward to 
working with you to help you 
achieve your potential.   

Mr E Green,  Headteacher  

Key Dates 

10th January - Ivanhoe options evening 

11th January - Ibstock options evening (at Ashby 

school) 

26th January - Out of catchment options evening 

26th February - Options form to be completed and 

returned to the school. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Q.  How many subjects do I have to choose? 

A.  All students have to choose a Design Technology subject along with three other subjects. (For most students, one of those thr ee will be 
a modern foreign language.) 

Q.  What is a BTEC subject and what is the main difference between that and a GCSE? 

A.  A BTEC is a subject that is partly assessed using coursework. Typically, it suits students who perform better in classwork th an in 
examinations, providing they work to complete all the tasks set. GCSEs are examined at the end of the course. 

Q. What is a Technical Award/Cambridge National qualification? 

A. These are broad and engaging level 1 and level 2 qualifications that equip students with applied knowledge and associated pra ctical 

skills. Similar to a BTEC qualification they will have a coursework element to them. 

Q.  Are BTEC subjects, Technical Awards and Cambridge Nationals worth the same as GCSE subjects? 

A.  All subjects are worth the same: one GCSE. 

Q.  If I do BTEC subjects, Technical Awards or a Cambridge National qualification, can I still get into Ashby School Sixth Form? 

A.  Yes, as long as you have a minimum of five strong GCSEs at grade 4 (grade C) or above, in four separate subjects. These must include 
English and Mathematics.  

Q.  Can I do a mixture of BTEC, Technical Award, Cambridge National and GCSE subjects? 

A.   Yes, that is absolutely fine. Students are however not permitted to study more than three BTEC subjects or Technical Awards.  

Q.  Can I do more than one Design Technology subject? 

A.  Yes, all students will choose at least one Design Technology subject. However, you can also choose another one in the other choices. 

Q.  Will I get all of my first choices? 

A.  While most students do get their first choices, we do have to allocate some back -up choices, so it is important that you select back-up 
choices that you are willing and able to do. If you have a specific career direction or outside interest in mind you should write it on the options 
form so that we can take this into account when we allocate subjects. 

Q.  Do I have to take a language? 

A.  Yes, most students will be expected to study a language as language qualifications are increasingly important in today’s glob al 
community. They are also valued by universities and employers. We will talk to your high school language teachers about your suitability for a 
language course. Please be aware that we won’t be asking them about your commitment or behaviour in their language lessons but about 
your aptitude for the subject. If it is good, then a language will be part of your core curriculum. 

Q.  What Science option will I take? 

A.  Students are placed in science groups, based upon their final test result and teacher assessment in Science at their high sch ool.  There 
are ten science lessons a fortnight; three in two of the sciences and four in the other. Most students will achieve GCSE Double Award Science 
after two years of study. This award covers all three sciences and is equivalent to two GCSEs.  Students following this route and achieving good 
grades (Grade 6 or above) are eligible to study Science A levels at Ashby School Sixth Form. 
 
Students who show exceptional aptitude for Science during Year 10 will be selected to study for three GCSEs in Science. This ‘Triple Science’ 
course is taught in the same number of lessons as the Double Award Science course and  is therefore highly demanding and not suited to all 
students. Students following ‘Triple Science’ will achieve GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry and GCSE Physics. 
 
Students will be moved between groups based on internal progress assessments and performance in the classroom; the first set of moves 
being in November after a test in each of the sciences.  A second round of set changes will happen in February after a second test in each of 
the sciences.  

Q.  When do I find out which subjects I have been given from my choices? 

A.  You will find out which subjects you have been allocated when you come to the induction days in July 2017. High schools will also be 
sent students options information prior to these days and should share them with the students. During induction, you will have lessons in 
these subjects to check that they are what you expected. If you think we have made a mistake or you are not happy with your options, there is 
an opportunity to talk to Mr Binns about this. If we have any worries or concerns about the subjects you have chosen, we will contact your 
parents between February and July to discuss it with them and with you. 

Q.  If I start a subject and later realise that I have made a mistake, what can I do? 

A.  This happens to some students every year. There are only three weeks at the start of term when we look at requests for changes and 
make them if we can. Sometimes subject groups are full and students are unable to move but we do our best to help. By the end of the first 
three weeks of the autumn term, we have to stop making any changes as you will have missed too much work to begin a new subject. 
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Core Curriculum 

The core curriculum at Ashby School comprises the following subjects: 

 

Core Curriculum  

English 

Maths 

Science 

Design Technology (D&T)  

MFL 

PSD (Personal Social Development - non-exam) 

Physical Education (non-exam) 
 

All students have to make four choices. 

These choices are:   

One Design Technology subject                                

One Modern Foreign Language (This will be either French or German. In very rare cases a student may be allowed not to do a 
language so they will need to choose three subjects from the Other Choices box) 

Two further choices from the Other Choices box on the form (three if you are not doing a modern foreign language).  

 

Students are only permitted to study three BTEC/Technical Award/Cambridge National subjects. 

Students are only permitted to study one Design and Technology GCSE subject. 

Students are not permitted to study three Arts based subjects (Drama GCSE, Foundation Learning and Performing Arts 
Production) 

Subjects which are suitable for lower ability students are marked with an * and are part of the Foundation Learning 
programme. 

 

The subjects which make up the English Baccalaureate are: 

English  

Mathematics  

Science  

Modern Foreign Language 

History or Geography 
 

To complete your options and personal details, use the options website, http://options.ashbyschool.org.uk/options  
 

Finally, I would like to stress that, although all subjects in this booklet are offered in good faith and are accurate at the time of 
printing, the school reserves the right to withdraw subjects in the event of unforeseen circumstances and in response to 
external factors in the best interests of our students. 

 

Mr A Binns 

 

 

 

http://options.ashbyschool.org.uk/options
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English (GCSE) 
“Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible and wisest of         
counsellors, and the most patient of teachers.” - Charles William Eliot  

Course Information 

Students will have seven lessons a fortnight of English in both Year 

10 and Year 11.  During these lessons, students will study for two 

GCSEs - English Language and English Literature.  Key skills in 

reading comprehension and inference are covered as well as the 

creative use of language for a variety of purposes and audiences.  

Alongside the functional aspect of English, students are 

encouraged to embrace literature and will study a wide range of 

texts from Shakespeare and 19th century literature through to 

modern poetry, drama and prose.   

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

Both English Language and English Literature are now assessed 

through 100% examination.   

During the course of  Key Stage 4, students will undertake             

assessments which mirror the exams they will take at the end of Year 

11 in order to best prepare them and to monitor their progress.   

English Language: 

Paper 1 - Explorations in creative writing and reading (50%) 

Paper 2 - Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives (50%) 

English Literature: 

Paper 1 - Shakespeare and the 19th century novel (40%) 

Paper 2 - Modern texts and Poetry (60%) 

Year 11 

In Year 11, students will build on their knowledge and experience of 

both English literature and English language skills.  Students will 

start the year by studying a modern piece of prose or drama such 

as ‘Lord of the Flies’,  ‘An Inspector Calls’, ‘Animal Farm’ or ‘Blood 

Brothers’. They will also study a Shakespeare play and conduct a 

close analysis of a particular act in preparation for English 

Literature paper 1.  Students will return to the study of English 

language; this includes analysing texts as well as writing for both 

persuasive and descriptive purposes. 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE English Language  

GCSE English Literature  

AQA 

AQA 

8700 

8702 

www.aqa.org.uk 

Next steps: English is a vital subject whatever students decide to do when they finish their GCSEs and, through the duration of the course, 

students are equipped with many transferable reading and writing skills.  Many colleges require a C grade for entry to further education 

courses. Both English Language and English Literature are available to study at A level at Ashby School. Students can opt to take one or both 

of these A levels as separate courses. 

Head of Faculty:  Miss R Wallis 

Year 10 

Students will begin Year 10 with a short piece of creative writing to 

assess their current attainment and to familiarise them with the 

demands of the language exam.  They will then go on to study a 19th 

century text - ’A Christmas Carol’ or ‘Frankenstein’ are popular 

choices.  Following this, students will practise their writing skills in 

preparation for the English language exams at the end of Year 11.  

Students will end the year by studying a collection of poems from a 

range of authors - these form part of their GCSE for English 

Literature.  
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Maths (GCSE)  
The key to unlocking options and opportunities in future education and careers. 

Course Information 

Mathematics GCSE is a compulsory core subject which is studied 

over two years by all students. Pupils are set into one of six ability 

sets in four different bands upon entry to the school in Year 10 (24 

classes in all), with an extra group per band being created in Year 

11.  

Pupils work towards either a higher or foundation tier entry. This 

decision is made halfway through Year 11.  

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

Half-termly, plus end-of-year exam. There are three formal GCSE examinations at the end of Year 11; two 

calculator papers and one non-calculator. Each paper is one and a 

half hours long. 

Year 11 

Students continue to follow specific schemes of work based on 

their setting and again have regular half-termly assessments as 

well as an extra assessed piece of homework each half-term. 

Students all sit a formal mock exam before Christmas before 

being entered for either higher or foundation tier GCSE. There are 

focused intervention programmes and revision sessions for 

students at certain points during Year 11. 

 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE Linear Mathematics AQA 8300 www.aqa.org.uk 

Next steps:  Students can go to on to study A level Maths and Further Maths. 

Head of Faculty:  Mr A Weston 

Year 10 

Students in each group follow specific programmes tailored  to their 

ability with formal assessments every half term. Students can expect 

regular homework and all pupils sit an end-of-year exam under 

formal conditions. 

 

 



6 

 

Science - Science for all 

Course Information 

This course covers the three Science disciplines in the traditional 

fashion, much like the current Core and Additional Science GCSEs, 

and is a double award, equivalent to two GCSEs. 

The subject content and practicals also appear in the separate 

Science GCSEs, giving  teaching flexibility and the option to move 

students to give them the best qualification route. 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

Regular end of topic tests in each subject every 6-7 weeks allow   

students to measure their progress through the course. There are 

end of year mock examinations to ensure students are on the correct 

course route. 

No coursework but 16 required practicals to develop and assess  

practical skills. 

Students will sit all their exams at the end of the course. 

Six papers: two Biology, two Chemistry and two Physics. Each paper 

is 1 hour 15 minutes and students will study either Higher or       

Foundation. 

Year 11 

The subjects are taught by specialist teachers in Biology, Chemistry 

and Physics.  

The topics covered are: homeostasis and response, inheritance, 

variation and evolution, ecology, the rate and extent of chemical 

change, organic chemistry, chemical analysis, chemistry of the 

atmosphere, using resources, forces, waves, magnetism and 

electromagnetism. 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

Combined Science Trilogy AQA 8464 www.aqa.org.uk 

Next steps: All our Science qualifications provide opportunities for progression. Combined Science Trilogy gives students the option to     

progress to A-levels in Science or other subjects. 

Head of Faculty: Mr A Linnik  

 

Year 10 

The subjects are taught by specialist teachers in Biology, Chemistry 

and Physics.  

The topics covered are: cell biology, organisation, infection and 

response, bioenergetics, atomic structure and the periodic table, 

bonding, structure, and the properties of matter, quantitative 

chemistry, chemical changes, energy changes, energy, electricity, 

particle model of matter and atomic structure. 
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Science - Biology (GCSE) 
“Science for me, gives a partial explanation for life. In so far as it goes, it is based on fact, experiences and 

experiment.” - Rosalind Franklin  

Course Information 

This course covers the Biology subject in the traditional fashion 

and is a single award, equivalent to one GCSE. Along with 

Chemistry and Physics, this will give the students three GCSEs.  

The subject content and practicals also appear in the Combined 

Science GCSE, giving  teaching flexibility and the option to move 

students to give them the best qualification route. 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

Regular end of topic tests in each subject every 6-7 weeks allow   

students to measure their progress through the course. There are 

end of year mock examinations to ensure students are on the correct 

course route. 

No coursework, but eight required practicals to develop and assess 

practical skills. 

Students will sit all their exams at the end of the course. 

Two papers assessing knowledge and understanding from different 

topics. Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes and students will study either 

Higher or Foundation. 

Year 11 

The subject is taught by specialist teachers in Biology.  

The topics covered are: homeostasis and response, inheritance, 

variation and evolution and ecology. The separate sciences cover 

more content than GCSE Combined Science. 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE Biology AQA 8461 www.aqa.org.uk 

Next steps: All our science qualifications provide opportunities for progression. GCSE Biology will provide great preparation for AS and A 

level Biology. 

Head of Faculty: Mr A Linnik  

Head of Subject: Miss E Dannhauser 

Year 10 

The subject is taught by specialist teachers in Biology. 

The topics covered are: cell biology, organisation, infection and 

response and bioenergetics. The separate sciences cover more 

content than GCSE Combined Science. 
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Science - Chemistry (GCSE) 
“I was taught that the way of progress was neither swift nor easy.” -  Marie Curie  

Course Information 

This course covers the Chemistry subject in the traditional fashion 

and is a single award, equivalent to one GCSE. Along with Biology 

and Physics, this will give the students three GCSEs.  

The subject content and practicals also appear in the Combined 

Science GCSE, giving  teaching flexibility and the option to move 

students to give them the best qualification route. 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

Regular end of topic tests in each subject every 6-7 weeks allow   

students to measure their progress through the course. There are 

end of year mock examinations to ensure students are on the correct 

course route. 

No coursework, but eight required practicals to develop and assess 

practical skills. 

Students will sit all their exams at the end of the course. 

Two papers assessing knowledge and understanding from different 

topics. Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes and students will study either 

Higher or Foundation. 

Year 11 

The subject is taught by specialist teachers in Chemistry. 

The topics covered are: the rate and extent of chemical change, 

organic chemistry, chemical analysis, chemistry of the atmosphere 

and using resources. The separate sciences cover more content 

than GCSE Combined Science. 

 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE Chemistry AQA 8462 www.aqa.org.uk 

Next steps: All our science qualifications provide opportunities for progression. GCSE Chemistry will provide great preparation for AS and A 

level Chemistry. 

Head of Faculty: Mr A Linnik  

Head of Subject: Mrs S Windridge 

 

Year 10 

The subject is taught by specialist teachers in Chemistry. 

The topics covered are: atomic structure and the periodic table, 

bonding, structure and the properties of matter, quantitative 

chemistry, chemical changes and energy changes. The separate 

sciences cover more content than GCSE Combined Science. 
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Science - Physics (GCSE) 
“If I have seen further than others, it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.” - Isaac Newton  

Course Information 

This course covers the Physics subject in the traditional fashion 

and is a single award, equivalent to one GCSE. Along with Biology 

and Chemistry, this will give the students three GCSEs.  

The subject content and practicals also appear in the Combined 

Science GCSE, giving  teaching flexibility and the option to move 

students to give them the best qualification route. 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

Regular end of topic tests in each subject every 6-7 weeks allow   

students to measure their progress through the course. There are 

end of year mock examinations to ensure students are on the correct 

course route. 

No coursework, but eight required practicals to develop and assess  

practical skills. 

Students will sit all their exams at the end of the course. 

Two papers assessing knowledge and understanding from different 

topics. Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes  and students will study   

either Higher or Foundation. 

Year 11 

The subject is taught by specialist teachers in Physics. 

The topics covered are: forces, waves, magnetism and 

electromagnetism. The separate sciences cover more content than 

GCSE Combined Science. 

 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE Physics AQA 8463 www.aqa.org.uk 

Next steps: All our science qualifications provide opportunities for progression. GCSE Physics will provide great preparation for AS and           

A-level Physics. 

Head of Faculty: Mr A Linnik  

Head of Subject: Mr G Richards 

 

Year 10 

The subject is taught by specialist teachers in Physics. 

The topics covered are: energy, electricity, particle model of matter 

and atomic structure. The separate sciences cover more content than 

GCSE Combined Science. 
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Course Information: 

The specification sets out the knowledge, understanding and skills 

required to become a competent carpenter/joiner within the 

construction sector. Students will develop a variety of practical 

skills through mini projects to prepare them for their final pieces 

within each unit. Theory is covered during  practical lessons as well 

as in theory lessons and external visits. Topic areas include:  

Construction design 

Maths and Science in construction 

Construction technology 

Students may also have the opportunity to look at other areas of 

construction including brickwork, painting and decorating and tiling. 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

75% Coursework (Construction Portfolio) - The students start their 

coursework at Easter of Year 10. This project will run until February 

of Year 11 and will focus on all key areas of construction including:  

Construction design 

Maths and Science in construction 

Carpentry skills 

25% Written examination - January of Year 11 -This exam is linked to 

technology in construction. This will include modern techniques, 

sustainability and the future of construction. 

Year 11 

The focus of Year 11 is to finalise students’ construction portfolio 

which will include: 

Unit 1 - Construction technology - Investigating modern 

techniques and technology within the construction trades. 

Unit 2 - Construction design - Looking at how buildings are 

designed to a given purpose. 

Unit 3 - Maths and Science in construction - How Maths and 

Science are used to calculate material quantities for a specified 

build. 

 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

BTEC Level 2 Award in Construction and 

the Built Environment 

Edexcel 600/6817/6 http://qualifications.pearson.com 

Next steps: Students can study the A level Product Design course at Ashby School Sixth Form, providing that they meet the entry                

requirements. There are also many level 2/3 college courses or apprenticeships available. Students can then go on to study a wide variety of       

design based degree courses at university. Students could combine subjects to aim for a career in engineering, sports product design and   

architecture.    

Head of Faculty: Mr E Cooper 

Head of Subject: Mr C Worth 

 

Year 10  

Practical lessons - The students will develop a range of practical skills 

through mini projects. These may include dovetail boxes, bathroom 

cabinets and window frames. Students will also have the opportunity 

to use the school’s laser cutter and 3D printer.  

Theory lessons - Using ICT, students  will acquire knowledge on  con-

struction topics in order to apply this in the practical classroom. This 

will equip students with the knowledge required for their written 

examination. Theory topics are focused around the built                 

environment, health and safety and trades. 

Homework - This is set on a regular basis and will be used to support 

theory lessons.    

 

Construction  (BTEC)  
Developing technological capability in order to be able to design and construct carpentry products. 

 

 



11 

 

Course Information: 

The specification sets out the knowledge, understanding and skills 

required to design and manufacture an engineered product. 

Students will develop a variety of practical skills through mini 

projects to prepare them for their final product in Year 11. 

Throughout Year 10 students will acquire knowledge and practise 

the practical skills required for their coursework; they will learn 

how to research, design and make a variety of mini projects that 

will help to enhance their work in Year 11.  The theory material 

delivered  covers the requirements of the specification but also 

prepares the students for further studies after GCSE.  

 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

50% Coursework (Design Portfolio) -The students start their       

coursework in June of Year 10. This project will run until February of 

Year 11 and will focus on all key areas of design and technology   

including:  

Designing - including sketching and CAD 

Making - including traditional techniques and CAM 

Testing and evaluating the completed product 

 

50% Written examination at the end of Year 11. 

Candidates answer all questions in three sections. Section A is         

core principles based on all areas of Design and Technology and mul-

tiple choice format. Section B is specialist principles based on materi-

als, components and manufacturing processes.in the material area 

chosen. Section C tests the designing capability of the students.   

Year 11 

The focus of Year 11 is to complete a written design portfolio. 

The students will follow the design process to research, design, 

manufacture and evaluate a product to a brief of their choice. 

The design portfolio is worth 50% of a student’s final grade and 

encourages creativity and high level manufacturing using at least 

two different materials and modern manufacturing techniques. 

Revision programme for the end of Year 11 - revisiting topics 

learnt in Year 10 and using past papers to develop an 

understanding of what is required for the questions - written 

examination 50%. 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE Design and Technology AQA 8552 www.aqa.org.uk 

Next steps: Students can study the Level 3 Engineering course at Ashby School providing they meet Sixth Form entry requirements. There 

are also many level 2/3 college courses or apprenticeships available. Students can then go on to study a wide variety of Design/Engineering 

based degree courses at university. Students could combine subjects to aim for a career in engineering, product design and architecture.    

Head of Faculty: Mr E Cooper 

 

Year 10  

Practical lessons -The students will develop a range of practical skills 

alongside some core Computer Aided Design (CAD) skills. Projects will 

include making a candle holder, G Cramp and electronic light box. 

Students will also have the opportunity and be encouraged to use the 

school’s laser cutter and 3D printer.  

Theory lessons - Using ICT, students will acquire knowledge on     

engineering topics in order to apply this in the practical classroom. 

This is to equip students with the knowledge required for their 

written examination. Theory topics are focused around materials, 

processes and manufacturing.  

Homework - This is set on a regular basis and will be used to support 

theory lessons.    

D+T Engineering (GCSE) 
Developing technological capability in order to be able to design and engineer products. 
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Food Preparation and Nutrition (GCSE)  
Applying scientific theory learnt through as many practical means as possible. 

Course Information:   

The specification sets out the knowledge, understanding and skills 

required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition 

and healthy eating. Students will learn information about how you 

can apply nutrition through practical work,  cooking of food and 

heat transfer, functional and chemical properties of food, food 

spoilage and contamination, principles effecting food safety, 

sustainability, food labelling and marketing, food processing and 

production and sensory evaluation.  Throughout Year 10 students 

will learn and practise food preparation skills.   

 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

15% Food Science Investigation - Year 11 students spend a maximum 

of 10 hours experimenting with different types of food products and 

their functions in recipes.  They then produce a written or electronic 

report including photographs (1500-2000 words).  

35% Food Preparation Assessment - Year 11 - task to be set by the 

exam board. Produce a three course meal showing as many         

preparation skills as possible.  Maximum of 20 hours.  Three hours for 

the practical production  as an exam.   

50% Written examination at the end of Year 11 which includes     

multiple choice, descriptive and essay/extended writing style      

questions. Question themes: How to apply nutrition through              

practical work,  cooking of food and heat transfer, functional and 

chemical properties of food, food spoilage and contamination,      

principles effecting food safety,  sustainability, food labelling and 

marketing, food processing and production, sensory evaluation. 

Year 11 

The focus of Year 11 is to complete two pieces of NEA and revisit 

the knowledge learnt in Year 10 in order to revise for a written 

examination. 

NEA Food Science investigation 15%  - applying food science and 

chemistry knowledge to  experiments  and writing up the findings 

in a 1500—2000 word report/essay with photographs. 

NEA Food Preparation 35% - produce a three course meal within a 

three hour timed assessment showing as many food preparation 

skills as possible around a set brief. Write up and evaluate the 

findings within a 20 hour written report.   

Revision programme for the end of Year 11 - revisiting topics learnt 

in Year 10 - written examination 50%. 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE Food Preparation and 

Nutrition 

AQA 8585 www.aqa.org.uk 

Next steps: Students can study the WJEC Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition at Ashby School providing they meet Sixth Form entry     

requirements. Students can study the Edexcel Level 3 Extended Hospitality Diploma at college. Students can then go on to study a wide vari-

ety of food-based degree courses at university in hospitality, food and nutrition, and food technology.   

Head of Faculty: Mr E Cooper 

Head of  subject: Miss S Middleton 

Year 10  

Practical lessons - learning in depth food preparation skills from the 

set list  including the application of molecular gastronomy.  Students 

will also apply nutritional knowledge to dishes produced and explore 

the different types of food chemistry  and functions.  This is to 

prepare students for their NEA (non-exam assessment) in Food 

Science and their NEA in Food Preparation.   

Theory lessons - Using ICT, students  will acquire knowledge on the 

specification topics in order to apply this in the practical classroom.    

This is to equip students with the knowledge required for their 

written examination.   

Homework - Students will research dishes to produce each week in 

practical lessons, around the given theme, which demonstrate the 

knowledge learnt in nutrition and food chemistry.   
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Year 11 

Students complete a controlled assessment task set by AQA that 

requires them to produce a research and design portfolio prior to 

manufacturing a range of publicity materials that are tested and 

evaluated against their specification. In the past this has been 

linked to promoting a school band. 

 

Course Title Exam Board  Code Website 

GCSE Design & Technology  AQA 8552 www.aqa.org.uk 

Next steps:  Students can progress on to the A level Product Design course, providing they meet the Sixth Form entry requirements.       

Students may also progress onto a level 2/3 college course or apprenticeship. Students taking this course could work towards a career in 

design or manufacturing including architecture, product design, technical illustration, engineering and many more.  

Head of Faculty: Mr E Cooper 

  Head of Subject: Mr M Anwyll 

 
D+T Graphic Products (GCSE)   
A practical subject that requires the application of knowledge and understanding in developing and 
producing products. 

Year 10:  

Students complete a variety of classwork exercises and mini-projects 

to encourage Computer Aided Design (CAD) development and 

become familiar with the nature of  coursework tasks. These projects 

typically involve the students using graphics programs such as 

Techsoft 2D Design and Photoshop. Many elements of  theory are 

covered through these projects as well as through timetabled theory 

lessons focusing on topic areas such as graphic materials, 

components and manufacturing processes associated with the 

quantity production of graphic products. Homework is set on a 

regular basis to ensure all students keep on track with both the class 

and theory topics. 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

50% Controlled assessment task. 

The students start their coursework in June  of Year 10.  This project 

will run until February of Year 11 and will focus on one of the       

following areas: 

Packaging 

Point of sale 

Graphic communication 

50% Written examination at the end of Year 11. 

Candidates answer all questions in three sections. Section A is         

core principles based on all areas of Design and Technology and 

multiple choice format. Section B is specialist principles based on 

materials, components and manufacturing processes.in the material 

area chosen. Section C tests the designing capability of the students. 

Course Information:  

This specification has been designed to  encourage students to be 

able to design and make products with creativity and originality, 

using a range of graphic and modelling    materials. Students will be 

encouraged to learn through images to use, understand and apply 

colour and design and to understand  graphic materials and their 

manipulation. They will design and make products using graphic 

media and CAD/CAM technology to prepare them for the world of 

work. Students will develop an awareness of the need to consider 

sustainability and the environmental impact of their designing.  
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Course Information 

Through our practical Level 1/2 Technical Award in Materials Tech-

nology, our students will have the opportunity to develop practical 

skills in making high quality products using woods, metal and poly-

mers (plastics). 

They will be expected to make a range of products, prototypes and 

samples, applying technical and practical expertise to ensure that 

the product is fit for purpose. Learners will have the opportunity to 

use traditional skills and modern technologies. 

This course is assessed mainly through practical work so is more 

suited to students of a lower ability. 

Internal Assessment   External Assessment  

Unit 1: Skills Demonstration (30%)- Small projects based on core 

skills. 

Unit 2: Extended making project (30%)- Students will undertake a 

larger project that showcases the skills they have developed in unit 1, 

and the knowledge they have gained from unit 3. This will be in re-

sponse to a given brief, and will include elements of planning, mak-

ing, testing and evaluation. 

Unit 3: Fundamentals of Materials Technology (40%) - Student will 

study materials and their working properties and learn about pro-

cesses and manufacture. They will gain knowledge of the applica-

tions and characteristics of a wide range of woods, metals and poly-

mers and also learn about possible careers within industry. Section A 

will be multiple choice questions, and Section B a mixture of short 

and extended response questions. 

Year 11 

Students will look to start their Unit 2 Extended making project in 

the June/July of year 10 so that the majority of this task will be 

completed over the first half of Year 11. The students will be asked 

to make a final product of high quality which will be evaluated 

against the original brief, presented as a small portfolio of work. 

Towards the end of the year all students will focus on exam 

preparation which will be worth 40% of the overall course. 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

Level 1/2 Technical Award: 

Materials Technology  

AQA 3740 www.aqa.org.uk 

Next steps: Students can study the A level Product Design course at Ashby School Sixth Form, providing that they meet the entry                

requirements. There are also many level 2/3 college courses or apprenticeships available. Students can then go on to study a wide variety of       

design based degree courses at university. Students could combine subjects to aim for a career in engineering, sports product design and   

architecture.    

Head of Faculty: Mr E Cooper 

 

Year 10 

Students will complete a wide range of mini practical skills projects 

to develop a thorough understanding of materials and processes. 

Students will cover elements of Unit 3 alongside this through theory 

lessons and mini tests. Team work is an assessed component of this 

unit and the students will be expected to plan, organize and work 

with others to achieve success.  

Homework - This will be set on a regular basis and will directly link to 

the theory elements within the course.  

Materials (Technical Award)   
Developing practical capability in order to be able to design and make products. 
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Course Information   

The specification sets out the knowledge, understanding and skills 

required to design and manufacture a resistant materials product. 

Students will develop a variety of practical skills through mini 

projects to prepare them for their final product in Year 11. A large 

amount of theory is covered in practical lessons as well as through 

ICT. This will include materials research, as well as CAD/CAM 

packages including: Google sketch-up, Solid Works and 2D Design.  

 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

50% Controlled assessment task. The students start their coursework 

in June of Year 10.  This project will run until February of Year 11 and 

will focus on one of the following areas: 

Designing - including sketching and CAD 

Making - including traditional techniques and CAM 

Testing and evaluating the completed product 

50% Written examination at the end of Year 11. 

Candidates answer all questions in three sections. Section A is        

core principles based on all areas of Design and Technology and mul-

tiple choice format. Section B is specialist principles based on materi-

als, components and manufacturing processes.in the material area 

chosen. Section C tests the designing capability of the students. 

Year 11 

The focus of Year 11 is to complete a written design portfolio. 

The students will follow the design process to research, design, 

manufacture and evaluate a product to a brief of their choice. 

The design portfolio is worth 50% of a student’s final grade and  

encourages creativity and high level manufacturing. 

Revision programme for the end of Year 11 - revisiting topics learnt 

in Year 10. 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE Design & Technology       AQA 8552 www.aqa.org.uk 

Next steps: Students can study the A level Product Design course at Ashby School providing they meet the Sixth Form entry requirements. 

There are also many level 2/3 college courses or apprenticeships available. Students can then go on to study a wide variety of design based 

degree courses at university. Students could combine subjects to aim for a career in engineering, sports product design and architecture.    

Head of Faculty: Mr E Cooper 

Head of Subject: Mr C Worth 

 

Year 10  

Practical lessons - Students develop a range of practical skills 

alongside core Computer Aided Design (CAD) skills. Projects may 

include dovetail boxes, picture frames and fragrance packaging. 

Students will also have the opportunity to use the school’s laser 

cutter and 3D printer.  

Theory lessons - Using ICT students  will acquire knowledge on the 

specification topics in order to apply this in the practical classroom. 

This is to equip students  with the knowledge required for their 

written examination. Theory topics are focused around materials, 

processes and manufacturing.  

Homework - This is set on a regular basis and will be used to support 

theory lessons.    

D+T Resistant Materials (GCSE)  
Developing technological capability in order to be able to design and make products. 
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Course Information 

The specification requires students to develop their ability to make 

textiles products. Over the two years students will develop their 

practical and theory knowledge to successfully manufacture textile 

products. During Year 10 students will focus on developing key 

hand skills as well as using machines i.e. sewing machine, over 

locker etc. In Year 11, students will complete their coursework 

portfolio as well as the preparation towards their exam at the end 

of Year 11.   

 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

50% Controlled assessment - Students research a set design brief to 

develop a set of design criteria which they then use to investigate 

textile designs. Following this, students will write a manufacturing 

specification and develop a final design. Finally, they will               

manufacture and evaluate their completed textile product. 

50% Written examination at the end of Year 11. 

Candidates answer all questions in three sections. Section A is         

core principles based on all areas of Design and Technology and mul-

tiple choice format. Section B is specialist principles based on materi-

als, components and manufacturing processes.in the material area 

chosen. Section C tests the designing capability of the students 

Year 11 

Most of Year 11 is spent working on the coursework which 

requires every student to produce a textile product with an 

accompanying portfolio. The coursework takes several months to 

complete and all of the work presented has to be a student’s own 

work. 

This covers research, design, making and evaluation.  

After February half term the remainder of the year is spent 

revising and preparing students for the final examination, which 

covers the theory as well as designing skills. 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE Design & Technology  AQA 8552 www.aqa.org.uk 

Next steps: Students can study for an A level in Textiles at Ashby School providing they meet the Sixth Form entry requirements. Students 

can then go on to study a wide variety of textiles courses at university in art, fashion and merchandising. Students may also look to          

complete level 2/3 college courses in textiles. 

Head of Faculty: Mr E Cooper 

Head of Subject: Miss E Coulton 

 

Year 10 

Waistcoat project - Students complete a skills building project which 

involves designing and making a waistcoat based on a chosen theme. 

Theory lessons focus on materials and processes. 

Controlled assessment - Students begin their major project in the 

summer term, which is a design and make activity selected from a 

range of exam board set tasks. 

Theory - Using ICT students will acquire knowledge on the 

specification topics in order to apply this in the practical classroom. 

This is to equip students with the knowledge required for their 

written examination. 

Homework - This will be set on a regular basis and will directly link to 

the theory elements within the course.  

D+T Textiles (GCSE)   
Developing technological capability in order to be able to design and make products. 

 

 



17 

 

Modern Foreign Languages  (GCSE)  
Languages should be accessible for all students and allow students of all abilities to progress and develop 

a passion for languages through culturally engaging topics. 

Course Information 

The Edexcel GCSE in French and German consists of four externally 

examined papers. 

Listening, speaking, reading and writing are all equally weighted at 

25% for each skill area. 

Students will complete the speaking element in April/May and the 

listening, reading and writing elements in May/June of the year of 

exam entry. (Year 11 for the majority of students). 

 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

An extensive range of  internal assessments will be carried out over 

the two years of study including full mock examinations to ensure 

students are equipped with the vocabulary, grammatical knowledge 

and skills needed to be able to sit the four elements of the GCSE. All 

students will take the four elements at a single tier of entry;           

foundation or higher. 

                                   Foundation          Higher 

Listening exam        40 minutes          50 minutes 

Speaking exam       7-9 minutes          10-12 minutes 

Reading exam         50 minutes           60 minutes 

Writing exam          60 minutes           75 minutes 

Year 11  

Future aspirations, study and work, (languages beyond the 

classroom, ambitions, work and careers). 

International global dimension (bringing the world together through 

sports, music, campaigns, good causes, environmental issues). 

All of the above topics have extensive sub-topics and will be 

examined at regular intervals across all four MFL skills over the two 

years including specific revision sessions at the end of Year 11. 

 

 

 

Year 10  

Identity and Culture (myself, daily and cultural life). 

Local area, holiday and travel (holiday preferences, travel and tourist 

transactions, town, region and country). 

School (what school is like, school activities/ trips). 

 

 

 

 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE French 

GCSE German 

Edexcel 

Edexcel 

1FR0  (French) 

  1GN0 (German) 

 

http://qualifications.pearson.com 

Next steps: A levels in MFL subjects, university courses in MFL, employment in areas such as business, travel and education. 

Head of Faculty: Mr N Fitzpatrick 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://moodle.nunthorpe.co.uk/course/category.php?id%3D42&ei=sW9bVYvrGYGrUKK1gZgF&bvm=bv.93564037,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGG8t-ypWXd9n2kEfPAq8GhoK8DPw&ust=1432142004448536
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Art (GCSE)  
“Creativity takes courage.” - Henri Matisse 

Course Information 

The GCSE Art course allows students to experience a wide range of 

art and artists and gives them the opportunity to explore their own 

personal expression and individual style. 

The course encourages students to gain broad experience in a 

range of artists, techniques and themes. These include drawing, 

painting, collage, multi media, photography and computer aided 

design. 

This course offers progression to A level Art and careers in a busy 

and exciting creative industry including visual arts and the creative 

industries of design, publishing, broadcasting and leisure. 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

Unit 1 - 60% portfolio of work. Two projects selected to produce a 

portfolio for assessment. 

Unit 2 - 40% exam. Externally set exam paper in which students    

research and respond to a given stimulus or topic. 

Unit 1 and Unit 2 are moderated by an external visiting examiner. 

 

Year 11 

Students will begin the year by completing the coursework       

element of the GCSE. This will focus on the topic of portraits, as 

part of which students will study the works of artists such as David 

Hockney, Francis Bacon and Patrick Bremmer. 

The students will then be given an external set task from the exam 

board to produce the exam portfolio, unit 2 of the GCSE.  

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

 GCSE Art and Design - Art, 

Craft and Design 

AQA 4200 www.aqa.org.uk 

Next steps:  Students can go on to study A level Art or enter a range of creative industries. 

Head of Faculty: Mrs C Matthews 

Head of Subject: Mrs K Storer 

Year 10 

Students will create portfolios of work from a given topic. The two 

main topics during Year 10 will be natural forms and everyday      

objects. 

Through these projects, students will develop their skills in             

observational drawing, artist analysis, media and technique           

experimentation and development of personal response. 

Students will gain inspiration from a range of artists. 
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Business (GCSE and BTEC) 
“An organisation, no matter how well designed, is only as good as the people who live and work in it.” - 

Dee Hock 

Course Information 

These popular courses aim to develop students’ understanding of 

business and encourages creative thinking and decision making. 

Students learn about the world of business through research and 

investigation as well as practical tasks. 

Students are not expected to have a knowledge of business but 

should be interested in learning about the world around them, 

how businesses are set up and what it is that makes someone a 

great entrepreneur.  

Business staff will be able to guide students on which course is the 

most appropriate for the individual. 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

BTEC Unit 1, Unit 3 and Unit 8 (75%). Students will be given an       

assignment brief and will then produce a portfolio of work based 

around this theme. 

 

GCSE Theme 1 Investigating Small Business (50%) - 90 minute paper 

including calculations, short answer, multiple choice and extended 

writing questions. 

GCSE Theme 2 Building a Business (50%) - 90 minute paper including 

calculations, short answer, multiple choice and extended writing 

questions. 

BTEC Unit 2 (25%) - a 60 minute on-line examination. 

Year 10 

GCSE  

Theme 1: Investigating Small Business, which covers enterprise,      

making the start-up effective and putting the business ideas into    

practice. 

BTEC  

Unit 1: Enterprise in the Business World (Coursework). In this unit  

students will plan for a new business idea and present a business  

model. 

Unit 2: Finance for Business (External Exam). In this unit students will 

gain an understanding of the costs involved in business and how    

businesses make a profit. 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

 GCSE Business  

BTEC Level 2 Business 

Edexcel 

Edexcel  

1BS0 

600/4786/0 

http://qualifications.pearson.com 

http://qualifications.pearson.com 

Next steps: These courses are a good preparation for A level or Applied Business, Economics, FE Business courses or employment in a busi-

ness situation. 

Head of Faculty: Mr P Mills 

Coca Cola enterprise trip 2015 

Year 11 

GCSE  

Theme 2: Building a Business, which covers marketing, customer 

needs and financial management. 

BTEC 

Unit 3: Promoting a Brand (Coursework). In this unit students will 

explore branding and promotion. 

Unit 8: Recruitment, Selection and Employment (Coursework). In 

this unit students will investigate job roles, demonstrate interview 

skills and plan career development. 

 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/deehock285455.html?src=t_business
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Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE Computer Science OCR J276 www.ocr.org.uk 

Next steps: This course would be ideal for those students wishing to study computing at A level and progress to a computing related degree 

at university. It is also a useful course for careers including ICT technician, software engineer, website developer and administrator.  

Head of Faculty: Mr E Cooper 

Head of Subject: Mrs V Foster 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

Year 10 assignment - Students will produce a practice piece of 

coursework to prepare them for the coursework given to them     

during Year 11 by the exam board.  This piece of coursework will 

involve giving the students a scenario for which they will need to 

plan, design, create, test and evaluate a piece of software to meet 

the brief. 

Exam 1: Computational thinking and problem solving. Assessing  

computational thinking, problem solving, code tracing and applied 

computing as well as theoretical knowledge of computer science.  

(40%) 

Exam 2: Written assessment. This assesses the theoretical knowledge 

from subject content. (40%) 

Exam 3: Non-exam assessment. This assesses a student’s ability to 

use the knowledge and skills gained through the course to solve a 

practical programming problem. (20%) 

Computer Science (GCSE) 
To learn how a computer works and not how to work a computer. 

Course Information 

The role of computer science as a discipline and as an 

'underpinning' subject across science and engineering is growing 

rapidly. Businesses today require an ever-increasing number of 

technologically-aware individuals, particularly the gaming, mobile 

and web related industries, and this specification has been designed 

with this in mind.  

As part of this course, students will discover how a computer 

system works. They will look at: the different hardware 

components, how computer systems connect to each other and the 

internet; how the internet works; how computer systems make a 

difference in the current society and will develop their own pieces 

of software using Visual Basic.NET.  

Year 11 

The focus of Year 11 is to complete the coursework set out by the 

exam board and make sure every student is prepared for their 

exams.  

Students will need to cover a whole range of topics from HTML 

and web design, programming, networking, hardware and 

computer systems.  

Students must create a piece of software for a given scenario for 

the coursework element. 

Year 10  

Practical lessons - learning in depth hardware components with 

practical elements of building desktop computers. Students will also 

learn programming code using Visual Basic.NET and apply this to a 

real life problem to create their own solution.  

Theory lessons - Students will look into how computers affect society 

and how they work.   
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Drama And Theatre Studies (GCSE)   
“All the world's a stage.” - William Shakespeare, ‘As You Like It’ 

 

Course Information 

This is a two year course designed to improve acting skills and 

knowledge of theatre. The course combines elements of different 

theatre styles and genres. There is a focus on group acting skills 

and during the course students will perform extracts from well 

known plays and also work in groups to produce original devised 

theatre. The course suits students who are confident performers 

and students who enjoy writing about theatre. Enthusiasm and 

passion are essential.  

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

Unit 1 - Devising Theatre 40%. 

Students have to produce a piece of work of between 10 to 20 

minutes depending on group size.   

Unit 2 Performance from a text 20%. 

Students work in small groups to prepare a scene from a play. 

Unit 3 Written exam on a set text and live theatre review 40%. 

Year 11 

Students will work in groups to produce an original drama piece in 

Unit 1 Devising Drama. 

After this, they will start to  explore different play texts in          

preparation for the second assessment, Unit 2: Performance from 

a text. Students will have a choice of a variety of plays that are 

different in style and genre; this work will be ongoing as the     

assessment is in the spring term.  

In the run-up to summer students will prepare  for the final      

assessment, which is a written exam on a popular play text.      

Although the exam is written, students explore the plays through 

practical workshops and group work to help visualise the play from 

the point of view of an actor and also a director.  

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

 GCSE Drama WJEC 4150LA www.wjec.co.uk 

Next steps: Many drama students go on to study A level Drama and Theatre Studies in the Sixth form (providing they meet Sixth Form entry     
requirements) or go to college to study a Level 3 BTEC in Performing Arts. It also lays a solid foundation for students who wish to study    
complimentary subjects such as Media or Music. Many of our students have gone on to pursue careers in the performing arts industry as 
actors. 

Head of Faculty:  Mrs C Matthews  

Head of Subject: Mr J Bennion 

Year 10 

Through a series of workshops, students will be introduced to the 

main drama techniques and skills. They will work on styles such as 

pantomime, physical theatre, naturalistic theatre and more surreal 

spooky styles.  

As the year progresses students work on devising skills such        

teamwork and communication and look at how to write and perform 

monologues. Students also go to see live theatre for inspiration and 

ideas to use in their own original drama pieces. 

By the end of the year, all students will have experienced a mixture 

of scripted and devised work and will have completed performances 

in groups and also as individuals. 

 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/947.William_Shakespeare
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/702863
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMWtjfPeicYCFUGSFAod2isAKw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theatreanddance.txstate.edu%2FProductions%2Farchives%2F2010-2011%2FElectra.html&ei=0ph6VcX8I8GkUtrXgNgC&bvm
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Foundation Learning—Performing Arts 
“A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step.” - Laozi 

Course Information 

This is a two year course for students developing skills in a range 

of performing arts. The BTEC focuses on developing skills in either 

Performance, Technical or Design. The course is artistic in nature 

and will suit students who are creative and like to work on 

coursework portfolios. Working to deadlines and presenting work 

is a skill that will be developed throughout this vocational course. 

This course is designed for lower ability students. 

Year 11 

The year starts with Unit 2 Preparation, Performance and  

Production. The students will take part in a production in either a 

performance, technical or design role. 

Students will create a portfolio of evidence to be marked. 

Unit 1 Individual Showcase. Students will respond to a job 

opportunity where they will showcase their individual technical 

skill  in a letter of application and a presentation of their skills in 

either Acting, Dance, Music or Production Skills. 

 

 

Year 10 

In Year 10 students will start their journey straight away with 

developing skills in a chosen area from either Acting, Dance, Music 

or Production Skills. Students will record their progress in a portfolio 

and will set targets for improvement. 

This work will culminate in a portfolio of work and interview where 

students will present their work. 

 

 

 

 

 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

Unit 2 - Preparation Performance and Production 

Specialised Unit in either Acting, Dance, Music or Production.  

Unit 1 - Individual showcase  

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

BTEC Performing Arts   Edexcel 600/4785/9 http://qualifications.pearson.com 

Next steps: This course will help students move onto college courses after Year 11. This qualification can also be used to contribute towards 

a larger qualification at Level 2 or 3. 

Head of Faculty:  Mrs C Matthews 
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Geography (GCSE)  
“The subject that holds the key to our future.” - Michael Palin  

Course Information 

There has never been a better or more important time to study 

geography. With growing interest in issues such as climate 

change, migration, environmental degradation and social cohe-

sion, geography is one of the most relevant courses you could 

choose to study.  

The course allows students to develop their skills in terms of sta-

tistical analysis, reviewing and interpreting data, evaluations of 

text and essay writing skills. 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

The students have a test at the end of every subject within each unit, 

increasing gradually to an hour throughout the year.  The tests are 

then used to inform the student and the teacher where                 

improvements can be made to ensure that progress is maintained 

during the two years of the course.  

There is one piece of substantial homework per topic.  

All the components are examined externally at the end of Year 11. 

The new specification will see the removal of higher and foundation 

tier papers.  

There will be no controlled assessment but the students will be   

specifically examined on their field work and research skills 

Students will sit all their exams at the end of the course.  

Year 11 

We will continue with changing cities that will link to the field work 

this year including a trip to Birmingham to look at how the city has 

changed and developed.  We will then be able to contrast this with 

a case study of a city in the developing world.  Also, we will be 

investigating the changes in a river thus looking at human and 

physical geography. Global Development is a vital element of 

modern geographical study, along with resource management.   

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

 GCSE Geography  Edexcel 1GA0 http://qualifications.pearson.com 

Next steps: Studying Geography allows students to develop a wide range of skills including research, critical evaluation, developing reasoned 

arguments, the collection and analysis of data, teamwork, problem solving, IT skills and communication skills.  All of these provide an       

excellent intellectual base for study at A level, degree level and future employment in a variety of fields. 

Head of Faculty: Mr L Shepherd 

Head of Subject: Miss C Pearce 

Year 10 

The changing landscapes of the UK allows us to look at the geology of 

the UK and how this impacts our environment, followed by looking at 

the physical environment of the UK in coastal landscapes and 

processes and river landscapes and processes. We then start to look 

at weather hazards and climate change, which includes climate 

change, the UK weather and cyclones.  

The course then develops your understanding of various ecosystems, 

biodiversity and management, including different forest and 

woodlands.  We then change direction and start to look at human 

geography in terms of changing cities and urbanisation. Throughout 

the course we will be considering how you carry out geographical 

investigations leading to a field trip in year 11. 
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History (GCSE)  
“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” - George Santayana  

Course Information 

The course believes in the importance of learning from history, 
not being bound by our past but learning from it. The new specifi-
cation enables students to study different aspects of the past, so 
they can engage with key issues such as conflict, understand what 
drives change and how the past influences the present. 
  
The new course enables students to engage with issues such as 

medicine in the past as well as the reign of Edward I in medieval 

England. We also study WWI and Russian Tsardom over a 50 year 

period in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

Each topic within each study will be assessed internally once taught; 

usually in an hour-long  end of topic practice GCSE assessment.    

Progress will be tracked internally.  

Additional homework will be assessed internally and students are 

expected to complete all homework on time to the best of their  

ability.  

All four studies will be examined at the end of Year 11 on a single tier 

basis (no higher or foundation papers). 

Paper 1: Understanding the Modern World  is a written exam of 1 

hour and 45 minutes in length. (50%) 

Paper 2: Shaping the Nation is a written exam of 1 hour and 45 

minutes  in length (50%) 

Year 11 

1A: World Period Study 

Russia, 1894–1945: Tsardom and communism 

This period study focuses on the development of Russia during a 

turbulent half century of change. It was a period when Russia went 

from being an autocracy to a  communist state.  

2 B: Wider World Depth Study 

Conflict and tension, 1894–1918 

This wider world depth study enables students to understand the 

complex and diverse interests of the Great Powers and other 

states. It focuses on the causes, nature and conclusion of the First 

World War. 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

 GCSE History AQA  81451C2A www.aqa.org.uk 

Next steps: Students can go on to study A level History providing they meet the Sixth Form entry requirements. At degree level, students 

may consider courses in  archaeology,  criminology, law, museum studies or politics.  

Head of Faculty: Mr L Shepherd  

Head of Subject: Ms C Lawrance 

Year 10 

2A British Thematic Study 

Health and the people: c1000 to the present day 

This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of 

how medicine and public health developed in Britain over a long 

period of time.  

2 B: British Depth Study 

Medieval England: Edward I, 1272–1307 

This option allows students to study in depth Medieval England and 

the reign of Edward I. The depth study will focus on the major events 

of the reign of Edward I considered from economic, religious, 

political, social and cultural standpoints. 
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Leisure and Tourism (GCSE)  
“The best intelligence test is what we do with our leisure time.” - Lawrence J Peter  

Course Information 

The aim of this course is to actively engage students in the 

investigation of the leisure and tourism industry. Students will 

develop an understanding of the nature of the leisure and 

tourism industry as well as the contribution it makes to the UK 

economy. 

Students will build an awareness of the health and safety  issues 

central to the industry as well as the importance of sustainability 

and the impact of leisure and tourism on the environment.  

Students will explore the functions of sales and marketing in the 

leisure and tourism industry.  

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

60%  internally marked and externally moderated coursework. 

The coursework will be completed in controlled conditions. 

The students will be set four tasks by Edexcel based upon sales,   

promotions and operations in leisure and tourism. 

 

40% external exam. 

A one hour exam paper which consists of multiple choice, short an-

swer and extended answer questions. The total marks for the paper 

is 50. 

Year 11 

Sales in leisure and tourism contexts 

Promotion in leisure and tourism contexts 

Promotional techniques and materials in leisure and tourism 

Operations used in leisure and tourism organisations 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE Leisure and Tourism Edexcel 2LT01 http://qualifications.pearson.com 

Next steps: This course is good preparation for Level 3 BTEC Travel and Tourism, further education travel and leisure courses, or employment 

in the leisure and tourism industry. 

Head of Faculty: Mr P Mills 

Warner Bros. Harry Potter Studio Tour 2015 

Year 10 

The nature of the leisure and tourism industry 

Introduction to business operations in leisure and tourism 

Factors influencing customer choice 

Introduction to destinations, impacts and sustainability 
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Media Studies (GCSE and Technical Award)  
Television: It is a medium of entertainment which permits millions of people to listen to the same joke at 

the same time, and yet remain lonesome.  

Course Information 

Learners develop their knowledge and understanding to look 

critically at media products through media language and 

representation.  Media industries such as Print, Advertising, 

Gaming, TV and Radio will be studied in relation to audience 

responses.   

Learners will also focus on all areas of theory in terms of media 

language, representations, media industries and audience through 

study of products set by exam board.   

The Technical Award in Creative Media Production is a new 

qualification available for first teaching in September 2017. This 

course will give students an insight into the media sector and 

enable them to learn the skills required to work in that sector. 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

Media production 30% 

Create a music video or print product for an intended audience, ap-

plying knowledge and understanding of media language and repre-

sentations.   

The Technical Award has two internally assessed components. 
Unit 1 - Exploring media products - TV, websites, games, apps, films, 
books, (30%) 
 
Unit 2 - Developing digital media production skills - developing skills 
and techniques in the chosen discipline of audio/moving image, pub-
lishing and interactive. (30%) 

Two examinations: 

30% Exploring media where students will analyse unseen print or 

online media.  

40% Understanding media forms and products where students will 

analyse unseen audio visual media.  

 

The Technical Award has one externally assessed component. Stu-

dents respond to a brief to create a media product. (40%) 

Year 11 

Year 11 students will cover the following topics in preparation for 

their examination. Advertising, music, film, audience theories, gen-

der representations and media convergence. 

These different areas of study will help students to understand how 

media products work in relation to each other and  develop the 

students’ ability to create their own media  products in preparation 

for the creative task within the exam.  

 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE Media Studies  

Media Studies Technical Award 

WJEC 

Edexcel 

3680QS 

Not released yet 

www.wjec.co.uk 

http://qualifications.pearson.com 

Next steps: Students can go on to study A level Media Studies providing they meet Sixth Form entry requirements. This course also leads 

onto a variety of careers in creative industries. 

Head of Faculty: Mrs C Matthews 

Head of Subject: Mrs N Conn 

Year 10 

Students will be introduced to the codes and conventions used in 

different media products.  They will become familiar with key 

concepts and media language in preparation for the representation 

coursework.  

They will create different forms of media such as: TV programmes, 

trailers, adverts, film posters, DVD covers and album covers. 

In the new Technical Award in Creative Media Production, students 
get the chance to develop valuable skills and techniques in different 
disciplines, produce a practical response to a digital media brief and 
explore potential careers in the industry. Students will cover three 
areas of work over the two years. 
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Music (GCSE)   
 “It expresses that which cannot be said and on which it is impossible to be silent.” - Victor Hugo 

Course Information 

Component 1: Performing   30% 

Solo performing and ensemble performing. 

Component 2: Composing   30% 

Students compose two compositions of at least three minutes 

combined duration. One composition to a brief set by Edexcel of at 

least one minute in duration. One free composition set by the  

student of at least one minute in duration. 

Component 3: Appraising    40% 

Areas of study: Instrumental music 1700–1820,  Vocal Music,   

Music for Stage and Screen and Fusions. 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

All coursework; components 1 & 2, Performing and Composing, are 

internally assessed and then externally moderated.  

Component 3; Listening and Appraising, a 1 hour 45 minutes exam 

which is externally assessed.   

Year 11 

Component 1: Performing     

Students perform two separate pieces, of at least four minutes 

combined duration; one solo, one ensemble. 

Component 2: Composing   

The purpose of this component is to assess students’ skills in 

composing music and enable them to appreciate the process of 

creating music.  

Component 3: Appraising - Study of set works to include: 

L van Beethoven: Piano Sonata ‘Pathétique’ 

H Purcell: ‘Music for a While’ 

S Schwartz: ‘Defying Gravity’ from Wicked 

Esperanza Spalding: ‘Samba Em Preludio’ 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE Music Edexcel 1MU0 http://qualifications.pearson.com 

Next steps: Students can go on to study A level Music at Ashby School providing they meet the Sixth Form entry requirements. This course 

also prepares students for a career in the creative industries. 

Head of Faculty: Mrs C Matthews 

 

Year 10 

Component 1: Performing     

Approaches to performing; both solos and ensemble. 

Component 2: Composing   

Students will develop musical ideas and a range of compositional 

techniques alongside methods of notating composition scores. 

Component 3: Appraising - Study of set works to include: 

J S Bach: 3rd Movement from Brandenburg  Concerto no. 5 in D   

major 

Queen: Killer Queen  

J Williams: Star Wars Episode IV 

Afro Celt Sound System: Release 
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Music Technology (BTEC)  
“Music is everybody’s possession. It’s only publishers who think that people own it.” - John Lennon 

Course Information  

The BTEC Music (Technology) course is designed to inspire and 

enthuse students to consider a career in the music industry, rather 

than to participate in music only recreationally. 

It gives students the opportunity to gain a broad knowledge and 

understanding of the music industry, e.g. the live sound industry, 

solo or group professional  performance, or music promotion and 

publishing and to develop relevant skills. 

 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

Unit 2 Managing a Music Product (25%) 

Unit 6 Introducing Music Recording (25%) 

Unit 7 Introducing Music Sequencing (25%) 

Unit 1 The Music Industry - Exam (25%)  

Year 11 

Unit 1 The Music Industry (January exam)       

Students research and learn about different types of organisations 

in the music industry and the type of work each undertakes. They 

will learn to understand job roles from different areas of the music 

industry and the responsibilities of each role.  

Unit 2 Managing a Music Product     

Students will plan, develop and deliver a music product of their 

choice; anything from a CD live recording to website design. They 

will then promote their music product before reviewing the 

management and development of the product.  

Year 10 

Unit 6 Introducing Music Recording 

This unit is about the recording of live music from a variety of 

sources. Students will be exposed to a range of techniques to record a 

variety of situations. They should develop the skills to respond      

professionally and creatively to the situations they are presented 

with. 

Unit 7 Introducing Music Sequencing  

Students will be using sequencing software (Cubase 7.5 pro) to create 

music  in response to a realistic,  music-industry led brief. They will 

learn how software is now capable of producing high quality and  

professional music.  

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First 

Award in Music (Technology) 

Edexcel 600/6818/8 http://qualifications.pearson.com 

Next steps: The BTEC Music course will fully prepare students to move on to A level Music Technology providing they meet the Sixth Form 

entry requirements. Students may consider employment within a wide range of junior job roles across the music industry, for example,  

music management, roadie (backline technical support), stage crew, venue staff, music promotion and retail and sales roles.   

Head of Faculty: Mrs C Matthews 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Fstock-photography-mixing-desk-fader-switches-image3492252&ei=wCuJVbazM4XxUJPZgcAL&bvm=bv.96339352,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNEkW4Xk
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Performing Arts Production (BTEC)  
“Good design is making something intelligible and memorable. Great design is making something      
memorable and meaningful.” - Dieter Rams 

Course Information 

This is a two year course for students interested in the technical 

side of theatre. The BTEC focuses on the ‘back stage’ skills needed 

to be a successful technician in the theatre. Over the course 

students will work in the main areas of production including prop 

making, scenic design, costume and make up, mask making and 

light and sound engineering as well as construction and set 

building. The course is highly artistic in nature and will suit 

students who are creative and like to work on coursework 

portfolios. Working to deadlines and presenting work is a vital skill 

needed in this vocational course. 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

 

Unit 2 - Preparation Performance and Production 

Unit 7 - Production Skills  

 

Unit 1 - Individual showcase  

Year 11 

The year starts with Unit 2 preparation, performance and  

production. The students will create a series of production items in 

support of a play that is being performed by Year 10 drama 

students.  

Skills will include mask making, puppet creation, back drop design, 

sourcing and modifying costumes and providing full backstage 

support for the show. Students will create a portfolio of evidence to 

be marked. 

Unit 1 individual showcase. Students will respond to a job 

opportunity where they will showcase their individual technical skill  

in a letter of application and a  10 minute filmed presentation. 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

BTEC Performing Arts   

Production 

Edexcel 600/4785/9 http://qualifications.pearson.com 

Next steps: The Level 2 BTEC in Production skills lays a solid foundation for students who wish to go on to college to take a higher BTEC 
diploma. It compliments other practical arts-based subjects such as Textiles and Art.  Many of our students have gone on to pursue         
successful careers in technical theatre as lighting and sound engineers and prop/costume designers. 

Head of Faculty: Mrs C Matthews  

Head of Subject: Mr J Bennion 

Year 10 

In Year 10 students will start their journey straight away with Unit 7 

production skills which is a unit designed to develop skills in a 

number of different roles from prop making to hair and make up 

design. Students will record their progress in a portfolio and will set 

targets for improvement. 

This work will culminate in a recorded interview where students will 

present their work , and the filming of a music video where they will 

provide all the production elements to make the video a creative 

success. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/dieterrams174975.html?src=t_design
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/dieterrams174975.html?src=t_design
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Physical Education (GCSE and Cambridge National)   
Inspire a generation—We want all students to enjoy, succeed and develop essential life skills within our 

Physical Education curriculum. We will provide a broad range of opportunities to improve students’ health 

and well being and promote lifelong participation in physical activity. 

Course Information 

The school runs two PE qualifications which are outlined below. For 
students who wish to follow an examination PE subject, Ashby School 
staff will liaise with high school PE teachers to assess which is the 
most appropriate course. This assessment will be based upon both 
academic and practical abilities and aptitudes. 

GCSE PE is for students who have a keen interest in the study of PE 
and the issues surrounding it. Although it is not compulsory, this is an 
excellent grounding for students who may eventually wish to follow 
the A level course. 

The Cambridge National is for students who have a keen interest in a 

range of sports but also want to learn more about the theory of sport.  

Assessment (GCSE PE)  Assessment (Cambridge National in Sports Studies) 

Formal written progress test in the Autumn term of Year 10 

Y10 mock examination in the Summer term of Year 10 

Y11 mock examination in the Autumn term of Year 11 

Ongoing practical assessment in a variety of activities 

Controlled assessment in the Spring term of Year 11 

2 x 1 hour external examinations at the end of Year 11 

End of unit assessments  

One external exam worth 25% of the course (taken in Year 11) 

Cambridge National (Sports Studies) 

The course is equivalent to one GCSE. 

Students study four units (listed below) during the two years. 

Each one offers students different opportunities to develop their 

knowledge and understanding of the practice and theory behind 

the modern day sporting world. One of the units is externally 

examined. In the other three units students are assessed 

through a variety of methods including presentations, written 

coursework, practical demonstrations and leadership.  

Contemporary Issues (Externally Examined) 

Developing Sports Skills (Practical Unit - 2 sports) 

Media In Sport 

Sports Leadership (Practical Unit) 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE Physical Education 

Cambridge National Sports Studies 

OCR 

OCR 

J587 

J813 

www.ocr.org.uk 

www.ocr.org.uk 

Next steps: Both courses give students the necessary grounding to embark upon a career in the sports industry. GCSE PE provides students 

with the knowledge and skills to progress onto A level PE in the Sixth Form. The Cambridge National in Sports Studies provides students with 

the skills needed to either continue into the Sixth Form to study one of our PE courses, or to go straight into the sporting industry to put 

their knowledge into practice. 

Head of Faculty: Mrs V Rundle–Brown 

GCSE PE 

The course is made up of three components: 

1) Performance in Physical Education (40%) 

This is the practical part of the course during which students will be 

assessed in three different practical activities. 

2) Physical Factors Affecting Performance (30%) 

This is the first theory part of the course and includes applied 

anatomy and physiology as well as physical training. 

3) Socio-Cultural Issues & Sports Psychology (30%) 

This is the second theory part of the course and includes socio-

cultural influences, sports psychology and health, fitness and 

wellbeing. 
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Psychology (GCSE)  

"Education survives when what has been learnt has been forgotten." B.F. Skinner  

Course Information 

Psychology is a new and exciting subject for many students at GCSE, 

but it is extremely challenging. Students need a good grounding in 

English, Maths and Biology to succeed in this multi-disciplinary 

subject.  

All topics require students to explore and investigate a key question 

and consider why psychology matters. Students need to be able to 

adapt their research methods to consider different areas of study.  

The topics are all based on key debates in society today and include 

relevant and contemporary scientific research. The topics provide a 

platform to explore current debates such as nature/nurture, ethical 

issues and comparisons to see how psychology has developed over 

time and how it differs between various cultures.  

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

Each topic will be assessed internally once taught, usually               

constituting of an hour end of topic test. Progress will be tracked 

internally.  

Additional homework will be assessed internally and students are 

expected to complete all homework on time to the best of their  

ability.  

Unit 1 - Making Sense of Other People, 90 minute examination, 50% 

of  overall qualification, 80 marks.  

Unit 2 - Understanding Other People, 90 minute examination, 50% of 

overall qualification, 80 marks.  

  

Year 11 

Unit 2: Understanding Other People 

The topics that students will study are learning (classical and       

operant conditioning), social influence, sex and gender and         

aggression.  

Students will then apply their knowledge through research methods, 

methods of investigation, methods of control, data analysis* and 

presentation and ethical considerations.  

(*some statistical testing will be carried out such as Spearman's 

Rank, Chi Squared and Mann-Witney tests) 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

GCSE Psychology AQA 4180 

 

www.aqa.org.uk 

Next Steps: Students can go on to study A Level Psychology, providing they meet the Sixth Form entry requirements. Looking further ahead, 

students may consider the following careers: criminal psychology, educational psychology, therapist, psychologist or teaching.  

Head of Faculty: Mr L Shepherd 

Head of Subject: Mrs V Procter 

Year 10 

Unit 1: Making Sense of Other People 

The topics that students will study are memory, non-verbal 

communication, development of personality, stereotyping, 

prejudice and discrimination.  

Students will then apply their knowledge through research 

methods, methods of investigation, methods of control, data 

analysis* and presentation and ethical considerations.  
 

(*some statistical testing will be carried out such as Spearman's 

Rank, Chi Squared and Mann-Witney tests) 

 

 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/basics/education
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOnwrIWHisgCFcQ9FAodEUIMlA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.psychologytoday.com%2Fblog%2Fthe-athletes-way%2F201310%2Fvideo-gaming-can-increase-brain-size-and-connect
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Religious Studies (GCSE)  
“The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.” - Aristotle  

Course Information 

GCSE Religious Studies  is a fascinating subject where students 

investigate religious and other responses to the moral issues and 

fundamental questions of life. Students study religion and the 

society in which they live and in doing so develop their own beliefs 

and values. This course helps develop key skills of analysis and 

evaluation and is seen as a valuable GCSE by all major institutions. 

The course is split into two major components: 

Beliefs, Teachings and Practices 

Philosophy and Ethics in the Modern World 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

 

Assessed homework tasks. 

Assessments at the end of each topic. 

Mock exam in both Year 10 and Year 11. 

Two exams at the end of Year 11: 

Beliefs, Teachings and Practices  

             One 1 hr and 45 min exam (50% of qualification) 

Philosophy and Ethics in the modern world 

              One 1 hr and 45 min exam (50% of qualification) 

   

Year 11 

 

Philosophy and Ethics 

 

Topics chosen from: 

Relationships and families 

Religion and life 

The existence of God  

Peace and conflict 

Crime and punishment 

Human rights and social justice 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

 GCSE Religious Studies AQA  8062A www.aqa.org.uk 

Next steps:  GCSE Religious Studies provides an excellent route to study beyond the age of 16, both for Religious Studies A level and other 

post-16 qualifications. A qualification in Religious Studies is valuable for a wide range of careers, such as, law, medicine, care and social work, 

journalism, the civil service and teaching. 

Head of Faculty: Mr L Shepherd 

Head of Subject: Mr P Jones 

Year 10 

 

Beliefs, Teachings and Practices 

 

The study of Judaism and Christianity: 

The nature of God 

The problem of evil and suffering 

Worship  

Life and death 
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Traffic Education   
Leave sooner, drive slower, live longer. 

Course Information 

The Step course is  to prepare students for the considerable amount 

of time they spend on the road during their lives. 

It is designed to teach about road awareness and safety for road 

users through both practical and theory elements. 

This will prepare students to take their theory test which is part of 

the requirements for a car or motorbike test.  

Students will also study motorbike maintenance, motoring laws, the 

highway code and accident prevention as well as other aspects of 

motoring. 

Internal Assessment  External Assessment 

Units on the following topics: 

Taking part in an activity 

Motorbike maintenance 

Identification of motorbike and car parts 

A sample of work will be externally moderated. 

Year 11 

Throughout Year 11 students will extend their riding skills using all 

the gears on the 50cc motorbikes. 

Students will then progress onto the 100-125cc off road            

motorbikes. This will enable students to build up the skills required 

for off road riding. 

Students will also be prepared for servicing the motorbikes using 

the bike manuals and learn to check spark plugs, change the oil, 

take seat and panels off to check the air filter and adjust, clean and 

lubricate the chain.  

 

Course Title Exam Board Specification Code Website 

SEFL Aim Awards 600/9911/2 www.aimawards.org.uk 

Next steps: Students may decide to go on to study motor vehicle mechanics or building/plumbing courses at FE colleges. 

Head of Faculty: Catherine Matthews 

Year 10 

Students start the course by learning to ride a 50cc moped and the 

health and safety aspects of motorbike riding. This will include the 

skills of balance, throttle control, safe braking and observation skills. 

Students will then move onto learning to ride a 50cc geared 

motorbike, learning the skills of clutch control and the changing of 

manual gears.  

Alongside this mainly practical course, students will start learning 

aspects of the highway code including practice theory tests. 
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Opting Out 

Students may be withdrawn by their parents/ carers from any or all of Assembly, Religious Education and Sex Education, if 
there are valid reasons. 

Requests and reasons for opting out must be made in writing to Mr Binns, Assistant Headteacher, at the time of choosing 
subject options. 

 

Can students do an extra subject or drop Design and Technology? 

There is no capacity to fit in extra subjects. 
 
All students must take a Design and Technology subject (this does not include Art) as part of their core curriculum. 
 
Only students with severe specific learning difficulties or those whose ability levels make it inadvisable may opt not to do a 
Modern Foreign Language, following discussion with the high school and Ashby School. 
 

 
Charging        
 
The school makes no charge for essential materials, equipment or tuition for any course, but some courses cost more than 
others. The school does charge for design products which the students take home. 
 
 

Music Tuition 
 
1 Although the law states that, in general, all education provided during school hours must be free, instrumental and vocal 
music tuition is an exception to that rule and charges will be made where parents have requested this tuition from the school. 
Students taking A Level Music may apply for up to a 40% subsidy of the tuition costs and GCSE students may apply for up to a 
10% subsidy.  

2 For students contributing to extra-curricular music activities in school, but not studying music to examination level, up to a 
10% subsidy may be available towards the full cost of the instrumental lessons payable by parents.  

3 Parents will be able to make direct payments to the instrumental teacher and reclaim the subsidy from the school by 
submitting a termly claim form available on the website or from the Arts Faculty by the end of the term in question. Subsidies 
are only payable for lessons organised and overseen by the school.  

 

 
Reminder 
 
Option forms should be completed and returned to Mr. A. Binns by 27th February 2017 through the options website at    
http://options.ashbyschool.org.uk/options, or by hard copy along with a copy of the Personal Details form. 

 
 

http://options.ashbyschool.org.uk/options
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Sixth Form Subject Requirements 2017 

Information is correct at going to press, but may change due to staffing and budgetary considerations. 

FOR ALL SIXTH FORM COURSES 
5 A* - C at GCSE or Equivalent – including Mathe-
matics & English Language at  Grade 4 or above 

  
PLUS MINIMUM EXTRA REQUIREMENTS… 

Art and Design (Art, Craft and Design) C in Art (if taken) 

Biology B in Biology unit 2 of GCSE additional Science 

Business Studies C in Business (if taken) 

Business, Level 3 C in Business (if taken) 

Chemistry B in Chemistry unit 2 of GCSE additional Science All students need a 
5 in GCSE Mathematics 

Computer Science C in Computing (if taken) 

Design – Product Design C in a Design subject 

Design – Textiles C in Textiles 

Drama & Theatre Studies C in Drama (if taken) 

Economics C in Economics or Business (if taken) 

Engineering - Level 3 Technical Level Design C in a Design subject and 5 in GCSE Mathematics is desirable 

English – Language 4 in English Language & 4 in English Literature 

English – Literature 4 in English Language & 5 in English Literature 

Film C in Film (if taken) 

Food Science and Nutrition - Level 3 Diploma C in Food (if taken) 

French B in GCSE French 

Further Mathematics 7 in Mathematics 

Geography C in Geography (if taken) 

German B in GCSE German 

History C in History (if taken) 

Mathematics 6 in Mathematics 

Media Studies C in Media (if taken) 

Music C in Music and/or achieved Grade 5 standard 

Music Technology – BTEC Level 3 C in Music or level 2 BTEC Music pass or must complete an interview 

Physical Education C in Physical Education (if taken) and C in Science 

Sport - Cambridge Technical Level 3: Extended 
Certificate 

C in Physical Education (if taken) or Merit BTEC P.E. (if taken) 

Physics B in Physics unit 2 of GCSE additional Science. All students need a 6 
in GCSE Mathematics 

Psychology C in Psychology (if taken).  All students need a 5 in English Language 

Religious Studies C in Religious Studies (if taken) 

Travel & Tourism – BTEC Level 3 C in Leisure and Tourism (if taken) 

Enrichment:   

Core Mathematics 4 in Mathematics 

Extended Project All students need a GCSE APS of 6 
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School Contact Details 

 

School address:     Ashby School 

 

      Nottingham Road 

      Ashby-de-la-Zouch 

      Leicestershire 

      LE65 1DT 

 

Telephone number:   01530 413748 

 

Fax number:    01530 560665 

 

Email:     admin@ashbyschool.org.uk 

 

Website:     www.ashbyschool.org.uk 

 

School hours:    8.45 am – 3.05 pm 

(The school operates a system of staggered lunch breaks from 12.25 to 2.05 pm) 

 

Headteacher:    Mr E. Green 

      d.shaw@ashbyschool.org.uk 

 

Deputy Headteacher:   Mr G. Staniforth  

      g.staniforth@ashbyschool.org.uk 

 

Assistant Headteacher:   Mr A. Binns  

      a.binns@ashbyschool.org.uk 

 

SENCO     Ms J Arnold 

      j.arnold@ashbyschool.org.uk 



37 

 

Personal Details 

 

Name Information: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home Information: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Information:  

 

 

 

 

 

   

Address     

  

  

Postcode 
  

Home Telephone Number 
  

Home Email Address (Parent/
Carer Contact) 

  

Parent/Carer Contact Name & 
Telephone Number 

  

Parent/Carer Contact Name & 
Telephone Number 

  

Surname 
  

Forename 

  

Date of Birth 
  

Doctor 
  

High School 
  

High School Form 
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 Year 10 Options Application Form 2017 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name Current high school 

First choice Design Technology subject 

Second choice Design Technology subject 

Please tick if you would definitely prefer your first Design Technology choice  

Language choice 

French GCSE 

German GCSE 

Language choice 

Other choices 

Art GCSE 

Business Studies GCSE/BTEC 

Computing GCSE 

Drama GCSE 

D+T GCSE Engineering + = 

Foundation Learning* (Performing Arts Tech-
nical Award) 

French (as second language) GCSE 

Geography GCSE# 

German (as second language) GCSE 

History GCSE# 

Leisure and Tourism GCSE 

Materials Technical Award  + 

Media Studies GCSE/Technical Award 

Music GCSE 

Music Technology BTEC 

Performing Arts (Production) BTEC 

Physical Education GCSE/Cambridge National 

Psychology GCSE 

Religious Studies GCSE 

Traffic Education (STEP)* 

 

First choice 

Second choice 

Third choice 

Fourth choice 

Design Technology Subjects 
 

Construction BTEC 

D+T GCSE Engineering + = 

Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE 

D+T GCSE Graphics = 

Materials Technical Award + 

D+T GCSE Resistant Materials  = 

D+T GCSE Textiles = 

Career Indication ____________________________________________ 

Students can only study three BTEC/Technical Award/Cambridge National subjects in 
all of their options. 

Do not choose more than one of Drama GCSE, Foundation Learning and Performing 
Arts Production as there are similarities with these courses.  

Do not choose two Music based subjects (Music GCSE and Music Technology) 

* These are courses designed for students of a lower ability. 

# In order to be awarded an English Baccalaureate, students need to study a foreign 
language and either History or Geography. 

+ D+T GCSE Engineering and Materials Technical Award appears in both option 
blocks (Design and Other choices). Do not choose it in both. 

 = Students can only choose one D+T Design GCSE subject (Design and Other choices) 


