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A YouTube video made 

by Ashby School 

science staff to help 

GCSE students 

memorise 21 vital 

equations has clocked 

up more than 31,000 

views. 

Science teachers and 

technicians recorded 

the video as an aide 

memoire for Year 11 

students who will be 

the first to sit the 

government’s new 

linear science GCSEs 

this summer.  

In previous years, GCSE 

students have been 

able to refer to a list of 

the equations during 

their exam. This year, they will be expected to memorise all 

21 before they go in. to the exam hall. 

Phil Newman, a physics teacher and lead practitioner, said: 

“This year’s students have a lot more to remember for their 

GCSEs so we thought we would help them as much as we 

can by putting all the equations they need into a song.” 

For full details of the school’s Year 11 revision programme, 

see page 3. 

Ashby School is celebrating its 450th anniversary. 

The occasion will be marked by a series of events, culminating 

in a summer garden party for students, staff, parents and 

members of the community on Friday 6 July. Former staff and 

students are also invited to join the celebrations. 

Students have already been involved in events to 

commemorate the history and achievements of Ashby School, 

including a challenge to create the best form board with a 

‘450th anniversary’ theme. 

Keen artists also took part in a competition to design a logo for 

the anniversary. The winning entry (pictured right) was designed 

by Katie Bryant-Brown in Year 10. She incorporated modern 

interpretations of the emblems of the school’s eight Houses, along with the crown from the school’s traditional crest. 

Teacher Donna Tolley, who is overseeing the celebrations, said: “The anniversary is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate 

with pride Ashby School’s long reputation as a leader in academic excellence and its place at the heart of the community.” 

School Prepares to Celebrate 450 Years 

Physics Video + YouTube = Exam Success 
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Head-lines 

All students can apply now to the Mary Smith Scholarship Fund 

for extra cash to help advance their career prospects and 

ambitions. The fund is not means-tested and is open to all 

students and former students up to the age of 25. 

For Finn Holmes-Kellett (pictured right), cash from the fund 

helped him to complete a Dangerous Wild Animals handling 

course. For others, it is a chance to apply for help to pursue 

sporting or musical ambitions, to follow career-related courses 

(such as medicine or creative industries) or placements overseas. 

This is a small fund which usually makes awards of between £25 

and £150 to individuals. It does not cover travel costs but does 

make awards to buy ‘outfits, clothing, tools, instruments or books 

to help applicants prepare for, or enter, their chosen profession’.  

Application forms and more details can be found on the school 

website at http://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/mary-smith-fund. 

Enquiries and completed forms should be directed to Mrs Jo 

Marlow at j.marlow@ashbyschool.org.uk 

The closing date for applications is Friday 23 February 2018. 

Applicants must be in school on Thursday 15 March for a short, 

informal meeting with the fund’s trustees to talk about their 

application. 

Apply Now to Mary Smith Fund  

Earlier this term, I announced my intention to step down as 

Headteacher after nearly 20 years in Headship. This was 

not an easy decision as I have enjoyed every minute of my 

time at Ashby School. I have worked in a number of 

schools, all of which have been rewarding, but Ashby 

School has been the pinnacle of my career. It has been a 

genuine privilege to lead the school and work with so 

many talented staff and students. I shall miss them greatly.  

The school is always looking forward and planning ahead 

and the governors have already announced that Geoff 

Staniforth, currently Deputy Headteacher, will take on the 

Headship from September. I am delighted for the school 

and for Geoff who will bring much-needed stability as we 

move into more uncertain times. Jevon Hirst will assume 

the role of Deputy Headteacher working alongside the 

other members of the leadership team, Andy Binns, 

Andrew Burton, Margaret Hawksworth and Ali Jackson. 

We are already only 11 school weeks away from the 

beginning of the main examination season. I hope your 

sons and daughters have taken on board some important 

lessons from the mock examination period, are thinking 

about revision and are receiving the help and support they 

need to be successful.  

Last term we held our annual open evening which was 

attended by more than 1,000 people. We are again over-

subscribed for Year 10 next September. At a time of 

increased competition from 

other schools and types of 

institution, it is heartening that 

the school’s continued success 

and its excellent reputation in 

the wider community make us a 

popular choice among parents.  

At the end of the last term, we enjoyed the school’s 

fantastic production of ‘Little Shop of Horrors’. Events like 

this reflect the variety and quality our school has to offer. 

We are indebted to all our students and staff who 

contribute to our vast range of wider activities. 

Easter is very early this year but we will all be hoping for 

some warmer weather as spring eventually arrives. This 

year we were forced to close for one day due to inclement 

weather but, thanks to a fantastic effort by our site staff, 

we were able to reopen the following day. Can I remind 

parents not to telephone the school to check if we are 

open, but to use our website, text system and listen to 

local media outlets for up to date information? For 

information regarding buses please check directly with the 

bus companies via their website. 

I wish you all an enjoyable Easter and we look forward to 

seeing you all for the final term that starts on Monday 9 

April.                                          Eddie Green, Headteacher 
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Ashby School has been 

named a Champion School 

by the National 

Citizen Service for the 

second consecutive year. 

Teacher Peter Jones, who 

accepted the award 'in 

recognition of outstanding 

NCS engagement', said: 

"We were chosen because 

of the uptake of students 

taking the summer courses 

but also because of the 

assemblies we ran for Year 

11 students and the fact we 

allowed NCS representatives 

to lead some of our PSD 

(Personal and Social 

Development) sessions.” 

NCS is a government-

funded scheme which runs 

for three - four weeks and 

enables young people aged 

15 - 17 to develop vital skills 

and confidence for life. 

 

 

 

A targeted revision programme has been launched to help 

Year 11 students prepare for this summer’s exams. 

Each student has been given a detailed revision timetable 

covering every subject. 

Revision sessions to accompany and reinforce this timetable 

will be held after school from now until exam leave begins 

on Friday 18 May. Some subjects also offer sessions during 

exam leave and even on the morning of exams for last 

minute guidance. 

Phil Newman, who is overseeing the programme, said: “This 

is the third year that we have run this kind of detailed 

revision programme for Year 11 students.  

“It has proved extremely successful in the past and has 

given students a realistic and structured framework to 

prepare for these very important examinations.” 

Full details can be found on the school website at http://

www.ashbyschool.org.uk/year-11-parents-revision-

information 

 Revision Programme is Rolled Out 

Ashby is Champion School 

Young designers are being invited to apply for a new 

design bursary, set up and sponsored by Ashby Rotary 

Club. 

The Ashby Rotary Bradford Design Bursary is intended to 

help young designers studying for an honours degree in 

any engineering, architecture or design discipline to fund 

their undergraduate education. The bursary can be used 

to buy materials, pay for specialist industrial processes, or 

cover the cost of research involving travel necessary for 

completion of the project. Other costs may also meet the 

criteria, although applications will not be considered until 

applicants have completed the final plan for their degree 

project, usually in the second or final year of the course. 

The bursary has been created in memory of late Rotarian 

Eric Bradford. Up to £500 will be awarded each year (this 

may be divided between deserving applicants). 

Current students intending to study design at university 

may wish to complete a form before leaving school, as a 

statement of intent. Full details are available from the 

Design office. 

In 2017, 37 students from Ashby School embarked on 

degree courses in engineering, architecture or design. 

Rotary Bursary for Promising Designers 
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The £200,000 extension and modernisation of the Arts 

Block was the biggest project overseen this year by the 

Finance and General Purposes Committee. 

The school has also invested in a new swimming pool 

roof, the construction of a multi games area on the 

Leicester Road site and a new sound system for the 

theatre. The Nottingham Road building has been largely 

redecorated following the installation last year of a new 

heating system.  

The school was again successful in an application for 

additional capital funding, allowing a further £220,000 for 

the complete replacement of the old radiators and 

pipework in the Leicester Road building.  

Funds set aside each year for updating IT facilities have 

financed a new Cloud-based network storage platform 

and the continuation of a rolling programme to upgrade 

laptops for staff and students.  

The committee is also responsible for health and safety 

issues and continues to monitor risk assessments carried 

out annually by our premises staff and external specialists 

to help ensure that the school buildings and grounds are 

maintained to the highest standards for all users of the 

site.                         Andrew Burton, Business Manager 

Christmas hampers were 

delivered to two local 

charities, thanks to students' 

generous donations. 

Form groups were asked to 

fill and wrap shoebox 

hampers for either Age UK 

or Action Homeless. 

Students donated items 

such as non-perishable 

foods and toiletries, as well 

as writing Christmas cards 

for the recipients. 

House manager Michelle 

Smith said: "Filling a 

shoebox hamper was a 

useful reminder to all of us 

that there are many people 

less fortunate than 

ourselves. All students are 

encouraged to play a part 

in the local community and 

to do what they can to 

improve the lives of others." 

  Students’ Donations Brighten 

Lives of Others 

 

Prizes have been awarded to the four winners of a creative 

writing competition on the theme of War and Conflict. 

First prize went to Kayley-Rose Fantom in Year 10 who 

received a £20 gift voucher and was praised for her excellent 

use of sensory language. Her entry investigated the impact 

of war on individuals as well as its power to change the 

mindset of a generation. 

There were also gift vouchers for second place Emma Berry, 

James Hammond in third place and fourth prize winner 

Katelyn Efford (all pictured). 

English teacher Sam Strasters, who launched the competition 

with the support of school librarian Mrs Setterington, said: 
“The idea was for students to put themselves in the positions 

of those who faced death on a daily basis in World War One 

and World War Two.  

“We received some incredibly thoughtful and empathetic 

responses. With creative writing making up 50 per cent of 

the English language GCSE, 25 per cent of which is based on 

descriptive writing, it’s more important than ever for 

students to build these creative skills in writing.” 

Students are now being invited to enter a competition to 

write ‘Twelve Words of Winter’. 

Send entries to Mr Strasters S.Strasters@ashbyschool.org.uk) 
or Mrs Setterington (S.Setterington@ashbyschool.org.uk) by 
Thursday 8

 
March. 

Creative Writers Pen Winning Prose—& Search Begins for Wintry Wordsmith 

From the Governors...Finance 

mailto:S.Strasters@ashbyschool.org.uk
mailto:S.Setterington@ashbyschool.org.uk
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Ashby School has 

retained its title as 

Sporting 'School of the 

Year' at the annual 

North West 

Leicestershire Local 

Sports Alliance Sports 

Awards. 

The award is presented 

each year to the 

secondary school which 

has achieved outstanding competitive success, either by 

winning competitions or increasing participation rates 

and creating an ethos of 'sport for all' across the school.  

Ashby School was also credited for its engagement with 

community sport and strong links with local clubs. 

In the past year, the school has fielded high performing 

teams in sports including table tennis, badminton, girls' 

and boys' rugby, netball, football, dodgeball, 

trampolining and volleyball. 

Students of all sporting abilities are encouraged to get 

active by opportunities such as the 'Girls Active' scheme 

and the extensive range of sporting options offered to 

all Year 10 and 11 students as part of their core PE 

lessons. 

The boys' badminton team also came runners-up in the 

Team of the Year category. The team of Marcus Kilby, 

Harry Clare, Joe Goodenough and Kieran Evans won the 

county championships, then went on to the regional 

finals and won that event,  too. They finished in sixth 

place in the national competition. 

Ashby School was also nominated in the Sports and Arts 

category of the Leicester Mercury's 2017 Education 

Awards for its sporting achievements, but finished 

second. 

Vikki Rundle-Brown, head of PE (pictured above 

receiving the NWL award), said: “At Ashby School, we 

work very hard to make sure sport really is ‘for all’. We 

are proud of everyone involved.” 

Squad Goals in Dodgeball & Volleyball 

The boys’ and girls’ dodgeball teams have reached the 

finals of their respective county competitions after 

success at the Charnwood preliminary games where 

both came second. They will now go to Loughborough 

University in the hope of taking the county 

championship title for the third year running. 

Boys’ and girls’ volleyball teams have also been 

successful in progressing to the county finals.  

Ashby Reclaims Sports Crown (and Comes a Close Second) 

Super Hockey Team in Super 6 

Head of PE Vikki Rundle-Brown writes... 

“Before Christmas, we took part in the England Indoor 

Super 6 competition. We came second in the county 

round and qualified for the regional competition. We 

were the only state school there and the performances 

the students put in were incredible (particularly because 

most of them had never played indoor before.)  

“In January, I took them over to Uppingham to compete 

in the England Schools full 11-aside competition 

featuring us and three independent schools (Ratcliffe, 

Oakham and Uppingham). We started with Ratcliffe who 

we beat 1-0. We then played Oakham who were huge 

compared to our team, which was made up mainly of 

Year 10s! The opposition quickly scored but the Ashby 

boys fought hard and  scored to equalise early in the 

second half. They came at us with everything and we 

held them off...until the last minute when they scored to 

get the win 2-1. This meant that we had to beat 

Uppingham to go through. They had to beat us. They 

came at us hard from the start and very quickly we were 

2-0 down.  However the boys never gave up and before 

long it was 2-1. We had a chance to score in literally the 

last 20 seconds and I sent the whole team up - sadly 

their GK saved a great penalty flick by one of our 

strikers. Next year however we will be back - bigger and 

better! 

“Even the umpire said the boys were a credit to me and 

the school (that they certainly were!)”  
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Modern Foreign Languages 
Thirty one students from Years 10 and 11 travelled to 

Cologne and Bruges for a chance to visit the cities’  

attractions, including the famous Christmas markets, and to 

practise their French and German. 

In February, 18 Sixth Form students were due to take part in 

the Euroscala trip to the European Parliament in Strasbourg. 

Students from across Europe debate issues such as security, 

the environment and the future of Europe.  

Year 11 students are now only a few weeks away from their 

final GCSE speaking exams, which begin on 16 April and 

account for 25 per cent of the final GCSE grade. The new 

GCSE specification means students no longer complete 

controlled assessments but have one final speaking exam 

and one final written exam at the end of Year 11. 

At Ashby School, about 500 students sit GCSE French or 

German each year. This equates to 85—90 per cent of the 

year group, compared to a national average of 50 per cent 

in comprehensive schools.   

As part of the new A level syllabus, Year 13 students have 

begun their  ‘Independent Research Project’. Both A level 

and GCSE students are benefitting from the arrival of French 

language assistant, Simon Laroche, from Quebec. Simon 

spends 12 hours each week working with students on their 

language skills.  

Promising linguists from Ibstock and Ivanhoe high schools 

have already begun preparing for their move to Ashby. At 

the first Year 9 MFL masterclass of the year, visiting students 

were treated to a carousel of languages, sampling lessons in 

French, German and Spanish. 

Preparations for the arrival of Year 10 students included even 

closer liaison with high school maths teachers during Year 9. 

This enabled maths staff at Ashby School to assess students’ 

abilities more accurately in order to place them in the correct 

sets. There have been fewer set changes this year, as a result. 

This year is the faculty’s first under the leadership of Sam 

Blatherwick, who took over as Head of Maths in September. 

He is supported by deputy Claire Lewis. 

Last year saw the first round of the new GCSE graded 9—1. 

Maths staff were happy with the number of students 

achieving grade 5 (equivalent to grade C)  and grade 7 

(grade A equivalent) and above, including 26 students who 

were awarded grade 9. This has led to one of the largest 

further maths groups ever in Year 12. 

Since September, the number of Year 11 maths lessons has 

been increased from seven per fortnight to eight. The extra 

lesson is being used to reinforce topics covered previously in 

Year 10. Teacher Ben Ward is coordinating the creation of a 

database of questions compiled by maths staff, to 

concentrate on the greater problem-solving element of the 

new GCSE. 

More focus is being given to students’ strengths and 

weaknesses as part of ‘enhanced results analysis’ carried out 

by Aiden Chamberlain. By identifying the weakest topics in 

individual classes, teachers can focus on these ahead of 

exams. 

A new qualification has been introduced for lower ability 

Year 10 students, overseen by David Dring. This leads to an 

entry level certificate in maths, enabling students to boost 

their numeracy skills and confidence ahead of their GCSE.  

Year 12 students are the first to tackle the new A level 

syllabus. In a new approach adopted by Ashby, students 

have different teachers for different topics, ensuring they are 

taught by a specialist in each area, where possible.  

The school has entered students for the usual range of maths 

challenges, under the guidance of Dan Kilduff. In the Team 

Maths challenge, Ashby’s  team of two Year 13s and two Year 

12 students came fourth out of 19 in the regional round. 

High achieving mathematicians were inspired to pursue their 

maths learning on a trip to Cambridge University (pictured 

above) where they were given a tour and attended lectures. 

 Maths 
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Humanities 

In psychology, A level students achieved the school’s best 

ever A level results in the subject, in the first year of the new 

course specification. Fifty four per cent of grades were A* to 

B, 74 per cent A* to C and 100 per cent A* - E.  

In history, results were also up on the new linear A level 

course which tests students at the end of the two years. 

Head of Humanities Lee Shepherd attributed this success to 

rigorous planning and robust assessment by teachers, and 

students’ commitment to the school’s revision programme. 

Current Year 13 students will be the first to sit exams at the 

end of the new linear A level course in geography and RS 

this summer. 

The geography department also celebrated excellent exam 

results with a 78 per cent pass rate at GCSE, 15 per cent 

higher than the national average. A level results were at 

their highest for three years. The department also 

strengthened its teaching staff  with the appointment of 

Zoe Hewlett, a specialist geographer with more than 10 

years’ teaching experience. 

Sixth Form geographers benefitted from a key note speech 

on exam technique by Bob Digby, former Chairman of the 

Geography Association and examiner, followed by an 

extensive Q and A session. The feedback from students was 

so positive that he and David Holmes, a respected 

geography author, will be returning this year to deliver 

sessions to A level and GCSE students respectively.  

As part of their fieldwork requirement, GCSE students spent 

a couple of exciting days in Birmingham and Northampton 

(River Nene—pictured above) collecting primary data. AS 

students went to the Holderness Coast and Ashby to 

undertake physical and human field work, which was then 

used in their examination in June. 

A level students also spent five days at Swanage in Dorset 

collecting, analysing and evaluating their own data. This was 

vital to enable them to complete the new Non Examined 

Assessment (NEA) element of the course, which counts for 

20 per cent of their final grade. 

Preparations for this summer’s history exams include a    

GCSE Thematic Studies Conference in Manchester for 50 

Year 11 students. This will reinforce their knowledge of 

popular topics from the unit ‘Britain, Health and the People’         

and allow them to listen at first-hand to advice from top 

examiners and subject experts.  

The introduction of the new linear GCSE has led to greater 

emphasis on revision conferences across the faculty. The 

removal of coursework means more focus on examination 

and revision techniques. 

Religious studies teachers were delighted to receive the 

joint highest ALPS grade in the school (the ALPS system 

measures progress made by students from their GCSEs to 

their final A level grade). This puts Ashby’s A level RS results 

in the top 10 per cent in the UK. Many RS students have 

gone on to use the skills they have acquired in RS at 

university in subjects such as law, medicine, criminology, 

history, midwifery and English language.  

Year 11 RS students visited Leicester Cathedral in October 

and met with Canon Rosy who talked to them about her 

faith and aspects of the GCSE course. The students also 

visited Leicester Synagogue and discussed practices in 

religion. This visit helped them develop their understanding 

of Christian and Jewish beliefs, teachings and practices; 

knowledge that is needed for their Paper 1 Study of 

Religions exam.  

Forthcoming trips include a three-day field trip to Ypres and 

the Somme for Year 11 history students. They will visit Tyne 

Cot Cemetery, the Ulster Tower, the Thiepval Memorial and 

Sanctuary Wood. Students will also lay a wreath at the 

Menin Gate during the Last Post ceremony. The history 

department is also planning to take Year 13 students to a 

War of the Roses revision conference and on its yearly visit 

to Bosworth Battlefield, after they have successfully 

completed their Non Examined Assessment. 

Year 12 psychology students visited Thorpe Park to take 

part in a Derren Brown workshop where they learnt about 

the impact of obedience on behaviour—a topic they cover 

as part of the course. 

The humanities faculty is also home to the Extended Project 

Qualification (EPQ), a Sixth Form enrichment subject which 

gives students a taste of university-style learning and may 

help their applications to top universities. In 2017, 75 per 

cent of EPQ students achieved A* or A. 
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Talking Heads 

 

In the second of our interviews with former 

students, Hannah Greenhouse tells how she 

landed her dream job as a set dresser with 

Aardman Features (think ‘Wallace and Gromit’ 

and forthcoming feature film ‘Early Man’). 

Hannah left Ashby School in 2012 with A levels 

in art, English language and literature, music 

and textiles. She is based in Bristol. 

Ashby School is an exempt charity and company limited by guarantee registered in England. Company number 08126868, registered address Nottingham Road, Ashby-de-la-Zouch LE65 1DT 

What exactly do you do for Aardman? 

I am a Set Dresser, which means I make props for animations 
and dress the sets (by arranging the props on the set and 
securing them in place ready for filming). 

Describe an average day (if there is one!) 

Every day is different! We are given props to make and sets 
to work on. We have reference images and drawings and are 
told whereabouts in the storyline the prop or set will appear, 
so that we can then discuss it with the director, animator, 
rigger and various other people involved in creating the 
shot. This means that any requirements can be taken into 
consideration early on, which makes everyone's job easier! 

What projects have you worked on? 

Outside of Aardman, I made props for the Sainsbury's 
Christmas advert 'The Greatest Gift' in 2016. I also made 
props for the live action film 'Beauty and the Beast' that 
came out in 2017. 

I have worked for Aardman Animations making props and 
set dressing for the DFS sofa advertising campaign and a 
Change4Life 'Be Food Smart' commercial. Most recently I 
worked as a Set Dresser during the last few months of the 
filming of Nick Park's latest feature film 'Early Man'. 

How did you get the job? 

My first job at Aardman was at Aardman Animations 
working on commercials. During this time, I built up contacts 
and experience which led me to apply for a job at Aardman 
Features to work on feature films, which is where I am now. I 
brought to my interview a print out of my portfolio as well as 
my CV and some models I’d made so I had a lot to show. 
Bringing the physical models along with me was really useful 
because I could talk about them whilst the interviewers were 
looking at and holding them. 

What did you do after leaving Ashby School? 

I did a Foundation course in Art and Design at 
Loughborough University. After that, I studied BA (Hons) 
Model making at the Arts University Bournemouth and 
graduated in 2016. 

What advice would you give to someone wanting to pursue 
a similar career? 

Doing a wide range of work experience in areas relevant 
to model making was really useful. If you are passionate 
about making and are always willing to develop your skill 
set, then your colleagues and employers will pick up on that 
and are more likely to recommend you to others. I have 
found that, in this line of work, accumulating contacts for 
people who work in the same field is extremely 
useful, especially when it comes to looking for or applying 
for jobs. Working on commercials in particular means that 
you usually have shorter contracts, so having contacts for 

people and places to help find work in between contracts is 
ideal. 

Where do you see yourself in five/ 10 years’ time? 

I would love to still be doing what I am doing now but with 
more experience. Making props and set dressing for feature 
films is my dream job! 

From what age were you interested in a career in this area? 

I have been fascinated by stop motion films, particularly 
those created by Aardman, since a young age. That being 
said, I think I was in my late teens when I realised that I 
actually wanted to pursue prop making for animation as a 
career and that I could study a course that was so relevant to 
what I wanted to do. 

What are your creative influences – both now and growing 
up? 

Growing up, I was of course mesmerised by the work of 
Aardman and also loved watching the stop motion television 
series 'Trumpton'. As I got older, I realised I was particularly 
interested in the movement and performance of a piece of 
work and how an inanimate object can be animated in such 
a way that it is able to express so much character and 
emotion. My work through my Foundation course and also 
my degree was heavily influenced by my interest in 
automata and the work by automata artists Tom Haney, 
Arthur Ganson and also the work of Theo Jansen. I love the 
problem solving element of making a piece that can move 
and interact, as well as the charm and character that it 
brings.  

What are your fondest memories of Ashby School? 

I really enjoyed Ashby School and loved spending so much 
time with my friends. I enjoyed being a part of the music 
side of things too, playing in the orchestra and going on the 
residential trips!  


