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Preparations for the school’s  

anniversary celebrations on Saturday 7 

July are taking shape. 

Turn to page 3 for full details. 

 

Acclaimed opera singer Harriet Eyley returned to Ashby 

School to present the prizes as this year’s annual awards 

evening—and to wow an audience of students, parents and 

staff with two spine-tingling vocal performances. 

Harriet, who left Ashby School in 2010 to study at the Royal 

Academy of Music, handed out awards to more than 45 

students for their efforts in the classroom, the community 

and across the school. 

Winners included Alex Anderson, who picked up the Clive 

Jones Shield, for his role as House Captain, his contribution 

to the music department and his willingness to help out. 

Alex also gave a musical performance of Chopin on piano—

the night after winning the accolade of ‘Performance of the 

Festival’ at Derby Arts Festival.  

Another double winner was Alex Harrap who took home the 

A level physics award and  the Maureen Marfani Community 

Award for his voluntary work and his sporting involvement. 

Awards Evening Ends on High Note 

Join Us for School’s 

450th Anniversary  

A total of 118 competitors took part in this year’s charity 

aquathon, completing 16 lengths of the pool and a 

three-kilometre run around the school field. Staff and 

students competed individually or in pairs to raise 

money for their House charities. 

The fastest overall time was recorded by George 

Fielding (pictured), who was also the fastest individual, 

completing the course in 17 minutes and 55 seconds. 

George also recorded the fastest run with 11 minutes 

55. 

Harry Beard and Jack Roe were the fastest team with a 

finish time of 17.59, 

while Luke Insley was 

the fastest swimmer 

with five minutes 20. 

Bullen House scored 

the most points for 

both performance 

and participation. 

 

Bumper Turnout for Aquathon 
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Last lines 
Live music, dramatic performances and tours of the 

school will all feature in a day of anniversary 

celebrations on Saturday 7 July to mark 450 years of 

Ashby School. 

Former students, staff and friends of the school are all 

expected to return to take part. 

Visitors can book their place on half-hourly tours of the 

school from 10am to 12 noon. Light refreshments will be 

served in the Sixth Form Centre. 

Guests will then gather on the scenic boarding house 

lawn from 12.30pm for a stage performance by current 

music, drama and media students from 1—2pm. The 

performance will include a retrospective look back over 

the major historical and cultural events of the last 450 

years. 

This will be followed at 3pm by live music from a series 

of local bands, featuring past and present students. 

Visitors are welcome to bring a picnic. The event is 

expected to close at 6pm. 

Anyone who would like to get involved, or has items 

they would like to lend to the school for its 450th 

anniversary display, should contact Donna Tolley by 

email at d.tolley@ashbyschool.org.uk  

By the time you receive this 

newsletter, the examination 

period will be well 

underway. I hope all 

students have prepared 

well and achieve the results 

they are hoping for. I wish 

them every success. 

We say farewell to a 

number of students in Year 

11 who are moving on to 

pastures new and, of 

course, to our Year 13 

students. Students are 

moving on to employment, 

college, university or taking 

a gap year and we wish all 

of them the very best. 

We also say farewell to a 

number of staff who are 

moving to promoted posts, 

relocating or moving on to 

new careers elsewhere. We 

thank all of our departing 

colleagues for their 

contribution to the school 

and wish them good luck 

in the future. 

In recent weeks, we had a 

one-day visit from three 

Ofsted inspectors; the 

letter following this visit is 

available on our website. 

We were delighted that the 

letter highlighted a number 

of significant strengths 

while at the same time 

offering suggestions for 

further improvement. It 

was particular encouraging 

to see that all key areas for 

development were already 

identified in our 

improvement plan and 

there were no surprises in 

the report. 

This is my final piece in The 

Ashbeian as I will also be 

leaving Ashby at the end of 

this academic year. I would 

like to place on record my 

thanks for the continued 

support and encourage-

ment from parents, staff, 

students and governors. I 

have really appreciated the 

many positive comments 

that many of you have 

made to me over the years 

and there is no doubt that 

Ashby has been the 

happiest and most 

rewarding school I have 

had the pleasure of 

working in and I will take 

away many fond 

memories. 

I have been particularly 

lucky to be supported by a 

superb group of senior 

leaders and I know that 

they will ensure the school 

continues to thrive. I would 

like to wish Geoff 

Staniforth the best of luck 

for his new role as 

Headteacher. He will be 

ably supported by Jevon 

Hirst as Deputy 

Headteacher and the rest 

of the leadership team. 

The future will 

undoubtedly bring 

challenges and changes, 

but the team at Ashby is 

suitably skilled and 

experienced to lead the 

school successfully going 

forward.  

I wish all connected with 

Ashby School and our 

wider community all the 

best for the future. 

Eddie Green, Headteacher 

450th Celebrations 

Staff wellbeing remains one of the top priorities for 

personnel governors. 

Proactive discussions and initiatives to promote 

wellbeing encourage a healthy work/ life balance and 

help to keep staff absence levels low. 

Staff are also made aware of the many Continued 

Professional Development (CPD) opportunities 

available to them at every stage of their career.  

These opportunities enable both teaching and 

support staff to develop and share new skills and 

practices. For teachers, it is hoped this CPD will 

reaffirm their commitment to their chosen profession. 

For recently-qualified teachers, there is the chance to 

be part of the training process and ongoing support 

network for newly qualified teachers (NQTs). 

At a time of huge challenges nationally in the 

recruitment and retention of new teachers, it is crucial 

that forward-thinking schools like Ashby continue to 

think creatively about ways to inspire and enthuse 

teaching staff. 

Ali Jackson, Assistant Headteacher 

 

From the Governors….Personnel 
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Two all-night charity fundraisers are expected to boost the 

school’s charity total for the year by up to £2,000. 

A record number of students signed up for the 24-hour 

sportathon (pictured above).  They played a range of sports 

throughout the night, kicking off with a massive dodgeball 

tournament and ending with a mammoth tug of war. 

Other sporting activities included swimming, Danish 

longball and yoga. 

The event, which began after school on Friday and ended at 

teatime on Saturday, was organised by members of Bullen 

and Loudoun Houses. All proceeds will go to their two 

chosen charities, Mind and Castle Donington First 

Responders. 

This was the school’s fourth annual sportathon.  

At the time of the going to press, the event had raised 

£1,500. 

Gameathon 

In another all-night fundraiser, members of the School 

Council staged a 12-hour gameathon (pictured right)  in 

the hub. 

An army of avid gamers arrived with Xboxes and PCs  to 

play from 7.30pm to 7.30am. All paid £8 to take part, 

helping to raise £200 for Kidney Research UK. 

Teacher Tom Ellicock, who helped to organise the event, 

said: “These elite gamers raced, fought, and outplayed 

each other online in the hub all evening.  

“Most were glued to their seats in front of the 115 inch 

projectors which was a totally new experience for them.  

The immersive experience of being in the hub was 

particularly exciting for our Year 10s.”   

A non-uniform day later in the term will help to boost 

School Council funds further. 

Grand Total for Erdington 

Members of Erdington House are also hoping for a bumper 

fundraising total, having already hit their £1,000 target for 

the year.  

Students and staff have been working hard to collect cash 

for the Joseph Cooper Foundation by organising copper 

coin collections, cake sales, McDonalds runs and milkshake 

sales. They also ran a tuck shop and an Easter tombola. 

 Charity 
Let the Games (and the Fundraising) Begin… 
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Year 11 student Josh Benfield has been presented with the 

Ashby Town Council Youth Award.   

A spokesperson for the council said: “Joshua has been a 

reliable and hard-working young leader with the Ashby 

Churches Holiday Bible Club for several years.  

 

“He has grown from being an enthusiastic helper to being 

a competent leader from the front, able to hold the 

attention of the 40-plus children who attend and helping 

to create a safe and fun environment for everyone.” 

 Josh Receives Youth Award 

Accomplished archer Mai Wilkinson is one of the latest 

rising sports stars to be backed by the Mary Smith 

Scholarship Fund. 

Mai is currently ranked number two in her age group in 

Great Britain, following an outstanding performance at 

the masters (pictured above), 

She is currently preparing for county selection shoots, 

followed by county representatives shoots from June to 

October.  

In July, Mai will compete against more than 300 other 

young archers from across the UK at the Junior 

Nationals, where she will take part in a world record 

status shoot and a national shoot. 

Her hectic schedule also includes club championships in 

September and more junior shoots throughout the 

summer as well as training up to four times a week. She 

also trains at county level once a month. 

Mai was named Lord Lieutenant’s Junior Sportsperson of 

the Year for 2017. 

Trustees of the school’s Mary Smith Scholarship Fund 

were delighted to make a cash award towards Mai’s next 

purchase of competition arrows. 

The Mary Smith Fund is open to all students. More 

information is available on the school website. 

Trial biker Daniel Slack is on course for his second British 

championship in one season. Daniel is already the under 

16 British Trials Champion and is currently leading the 

field in the under 18s British Youth Trials Championship, 

where he is defending the title.  

This season, he has also begun competing in downhill 

mountain biking, coming first and second in his first two 

races at under 16 level. 

Daniel, who got his first motorbike at the age of eight, 

said: “I always wanted to win the under 16s British 

Championship on my trial bike. Now I have done that, I 

want to do the same in mountain biking.” 

No Slacking for Trial Biker Daniel 

Mai Hits the Target 
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Strategies to help Year 10 and 11 students master the new 

curriculum has been one of the main focuses for science 

teachers this year. Current Year 11 students will be the first 

group to sit the new linear exams which require them to 

memorise 21 vital equations. (Students sit six exams at the 

end of the two-year course; two in Biology, two in 

Chemistry and two in Physics). 

A Youtube video made by Ashby School science teachers 

to help students remember the equations has now been 

viewed more than 100,000 times. Its online success has 

prompted exam board AQA to seek permission to show 

the video at training events. 

Head of Science Adam Linnik said: “We cannot emphasise 

enough the importance of learning these equations and 

having them already in your long term memory—a bit 

like tying a shoelace—so you don’t have to exert too 

much brain power recalling them in the exams.” 

Science revision sessions are running regularly after 

school and will continue into study leave. Exact details 

can be found on the school website. 

Since September, new fortnightly  ‘science skills’ lessons 

have been introduced for all Year 10 and 11 students. 

These cover important exam techniques such as graph 

skills and formulae and help students to get to grips with 

practical science principles which are tested in the exam 

papers. 

Students continue to practice their practical skills in 

lessons. 

Mr Linnik added: “Practical skills are learned by actively 

taking part in practical work, whether in a classroom, in a 

lab or outside sampling plant growth in the school 

grounds.” (Year 10 biology students are pictured above, 

using transects and quadrats to sample plant 

populations.) 

Continued on page 6... 

 

A young chef from Ashby School has taken second place 

in the national final of the Rotary Young Chef UK 

competition, from a field of 8,000 entrants. 

Lorena Dawes, 15, of Ashby, was named ‘First Runner Up’ 

in the grand final at Telford and won the award for 

‘Outstanding Dish of the Day’ for her chocolate dessert 

(pictured below).  She qualified for the final after winning 

her regional heat earlier this year. 

For her impressive menu, Lorena prepared a caramelised 

onion and goat’s cheese tartlet, followed by pork fillet 

served with Lyonnaise potatoes and green beans. Her 

award-winning dessert was a chocolate soufflé. 

Sarah Middleton, head of food technology at Ashby 

School, said: “Lorena took the First Runner Up trophy 

which, out of more than 8000 entrants, was a fantastic 

achievement.   

“She also won 

Outstanding Dish of 

the Day for her 

chocolate souffle 

with Chantilly cream 

and raspberries four 

ways.”  

Lorena was 

mentored 

throughout the 

competition by Ruth 

Andre-Evans, on 

behalf of the Rotary 

Clubs of Ashby-de-

la-Zouch. 

Chef Lorena Shines in National Final 

 Science 
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English 

 

 

The school’s student-led, after-school Med Club is still going 

strong and is regularly attended by 15 potential medics from 

all year groups. 

Sessions include student-run activities such as discussions on 

topical medical issues, mock interview practice using drama 

students to act as patients, a forensic workshop and even a 

crash course in sign language! They have also listened to 

talks by visiting medical experts. Last year, seven students 

went on to study medicine at university.  

A level biologists were treated to lectures on Respiration and 

Photosynthesis (Year 13) and Transport in Cells (Year 12) by 

visiting speaker John Bostock. The content tied in with the A 

level specification, while giving students the chance to learn 

beyond the specification. It also gave them the opportunity 

to experience a university-style lecture.  

Dr Bill Lockley, an isotopes expert from the University of 

Surrey, spoke to students from all year groups about the 

importance of isotopes in science and our everyday lives, 

particularly in the field of medical advances. 

 

 

Ashby School will again host its popular primary school 

science fair later this term in a bid to engage younger 

children in science. Pupils from local primary schools bring 

science-themed displays and demonstrations to Ashby 

School in the hope of winning the coveted ‘Golden Bunsen’. 

The primary students will also attend four science workshops 

run by staff from Ashby and students from Ivanhoe College. 

Science (cont’d from page 5) 

 

Live performances have helped English students to gain a 

new perspective on their core texts and to consider issues 

such as interpretation. 

Year 13 students travelled to Stratford to see a production of 

‘The Duchess of Malfi’ while Year 12 students watched an 

RSC performance of ‘Hamlet’ at Northampton. Both plays 

are studied as A level literature texts. 

More than 100 Year 11 students went to Poetry Live to hear 

talks and readings by wellknown poets such as Carol Ann 

Duffy and Simon Armitage, whose work is included in the 

GCSE syllabus. 

Preparations for Year 11 exams have built on many of the 

successful revision techniques trialled last summer term, to 

coincide with the first year of the new GCSE English 

curriculum.  

These include the implementation of ‘walk and talk’ mocks 

for the second consecutive year. Students complete an exam 

paper in real time with live feedback from a member of 

teaching staff (pictured above).  

‘Walk and talk’ mocks have now been rolled out to all Year 

11 language students and some Year 11 literature students. 

English staff have also run large-scale, after-school revision 

sessions in the lecture theatre, attracting as many as 150 

students at a time. During these interactive sessions, 

students are given a booklet of resources which they can 

take away and complete. 

Other revision aids include detailed hand-outs—known as 

placemats—which display key quotes and themes. 

It is thought that last year’s hard-hitting approach to revision 

and exam preparation helped to boost GCSE English 

language results by 12 per cent.  

English staff are already advising Year 10 students to start 

preparing for their Year 11 exams. The new curriculum means 

that students have to absorb a much greater volume of 

information so, by learning quotes now, students can make 

their exam preparations a little easier next summer. 

Sixth Formers have also been helping Year 10 students to 

get a head start by acting as prefects in some Year 10 

lessons. 
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PE 

Quidditch is the latest sport to be added to the list of PE 

options for Year 10 and 11 students.  

Ashby School decided to trial the sport—made famous by 

Harry Potter and his fellow Hogwarts students– following a 

surge in its popularity across the UK. 

After being sampled successfully by a small group of Ashby 

School students, quidditch has now been rolled out as a 

core PE option for all Year 10 and 11 students. PE teachers 

have taken part in quidditch training sessions. 

Like Harry Potter, players use quaffles, bludgers and a snitch 

although the broomsticks have been replaced by rocketball 

sticks! 

Ashby School has continued to add to its list of competitive 

sporting achievements., retaining the county dodgeball title 

at the Spring Games at Loughborough University.  Ashby 

students also brought home silver in the rowing 

competition. 

The boys’ and girls’ volleyball teams were also in action at 

Loughborough after successfully qualifying for the county 

finals. 

In hockey, the boys’ under 16 team (which is made up of 

all Year 10s, apart from one Year 11 student), came top in 

the county final (pictured above). 

In football, the boys’ Sixth Form team qualified for the 

state boarding schools’ national final at Gordon’s School 

in Surrey.  After winning the semi-final 1—0, they went 

through to face the home side in the final. 

Ashby managed to hold their opponents to a 0—0 draw 

for much of the game, only conceding in the second half 

of extra time. All agreed it was an outstanding 

achievement. 

The girls’ football team proved themselves to be a 

dominant presence on the pitch, reaching the girls’ county 

final. 

In netball, Ashby’s under 19 side (pictured below) won both 

the tournament and the league. They were competing in 

the Charnwood League against 12 other teams, from both 

state and independent schools. 

The under 16s also clinched the double. Meanwhile, the 

under 15s reached the finals, finishing second. 

In other sports., impressive achievements included 

qualification for the county final in trampolining by four 

students from Year 11. 

In swimming, students from Ashby School also reached the 

county finals.  

In badminton, the school’s Year 10 and 11 team won the 

county finals to secure a place at the regional finals at 

Nottingham University. 
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Talking Heads 

Ashby School is an exempt charity and company limited by guarantee registered in England. Company number 08126868, registered address Nottingham Road, Ashby-de-la-Zouch LE65 1DT 

 
When (and how) did you realise swimming was the sport for 
you? 

I always loved going to swimming when I was younger and 
since taking swimming lessons from the age of four, I joined 
a club at eight and progressed from there.  

Describe an average day (if there is one!) 

An average day would include getting up at 4.45am for 
training from 5.30-7.30, and then going to the gym 8-9 and 
usually having lectures in the day. Then I train again in the 
evening 6-8, followed by some stretching for 20 minutes. 

What did you have to do to qualify for the Commonwealth 
Games?  

Qualifying for the Commonwealth Games took years of 
dedication, commitment and hard work. I had a qualifying 
competition where I had to achieve a certain time and place.  

What was your proudest moment at the Commonwealth 
Games? 

Although my races at the Commonwealth Games didn’t go 
quite the way I wanted them to, my best achievement was 
placing 10

th
 in the 50m Butterfly and making semi-finals in 

all of the events I raced in.   

What is your next target? 

My next competition will be the British Summer Nationals in 
July, where I hope to swim close to my best times and place 
on the podium. 

What is your biggest achievement so far? 

My biggest achievement so far would be qualifying for the 
Commonwealth Games; this has been my first major multi-
sport event in my swimming career. 

 

 
Being such a successful sportswoman must involve some 
sacrifices. What have you given up? 

Swimming takes up a lot of your time and includes some 
very early mornings! I swim nine times a week for two hours 
and have three weights sessions on top of that so I am 
exercising a lot. I wouldn’t call it sacrifices though, I choose 
to do this because this is what it takes to get to the top of 
your sport. 

What advice would you give to anyone who is hoping to 
reach the top in their chosen sport? 

The best advice I could give is enjoy what you’re doing. If 
you don’t enjoy all the time and effort, hours of training you 
put into the sport you won’t get the results you’re looking 
for. Also reaching the top in your sport doesn’t happen 
overnight, you need to be prepared to spend years of 
dedication and hard work. 

What do you do when you are not swimming?  

When I’m not swimming, I like to chill with my dogs, go 
shopping and go for a coffee. 

Where are you based? 

I’m based at Loughborough University.  

What did you study at Ashby School? 

I studied textiles, GCSE PE, geography, French, RE, English, 
maths, science. I really enjoyed my time at Ashby, especially 
PE and textiles. 

Where do you see yourself in five/ 10 years? 

I will aim to qualify for the Tokyo 2020 Olympics and I would 
like to qualify for the next Commonwealth Games in four 
years’ time which will be held in Birmingham. After I’ve 
finished with swimming, I would love to be a primary school 
teacher. 

Swimmer Harriet West left Ashby School in 2013 and this year qualified for the 

Commonwealth Games in Australia. 


