
Practical Endorsement 

During the two years, students work towards a practical endorse-
ment. They are required to undertake 12 practicals and develop the 
associated practical-based skills.  

Some of the required practicals are listed below: 

- Dissection 

- Aseptic techniques and microbial growth 
- Chromatography 

- Factors affecting the permeability of cell membranes 
- Environmental variables affecting animal behaviour 
- Respiration in yeast 
- Factors affecting the distribution of plant species 
 
  

FURTHER INFORMATION 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Head of Faculty- a.linnik@ashbyschool.org.uk 

Head of Department- e.lockley@ashbyschool.org.uk 

Ashby School is an exempt charity & company limited by 

guarantee, registered in England. Company No 08126868, 

Nottingham Road, Ashby de la Zouch LE65 1DT. 

 

Science 

A level Biology 



Biological molecules 
 

Cells 
 

 Organisms exchanging substances with their 
environment 

 
Genetics, variation and relationships between 

organisms 
 

Energy transfer in and between organisms 
 

Organisms response to changes in their internal  
and external environment 

 
Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems 

 
The control of gene expression 

A level biology is a highly regarded subject that develops a range of 
skills   

including analytical skills, practical skills and maths skills. It covers an 
array of concepts within human biology, biochemistry, ecology and 
zoology. Students will have the opportunity to design investigations, 
use specialist laboratory equipment and analyse data from which to 

draw their own conclusions.  
 

Studying biology can lead to university study in many different fields  
Including psychology, criminology, medical science, physiotherapy, 

zoology,  

COURSE CONTENT 

WHY STUDY BIOLOGY? 

A minimum of a grade 5,5 in GCSE ‘Trilogy Combined Science’  

or  

A minimum of a grade 5 in GCSE biology (Separate Sciences) 

and 

A minimum of a grade 5 in GCSE maths 

COURSE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

There is regular monitoring of  performance through 

‘in house’ interim tests, end of topic tests and mock 

exams. 

 

The public examinations include: 

 Three 2 hour exams at the end of Year 13 

These examinations will assess knowledge on course  

content, maths skills and practical skills (from the 12  

required practicals). 

ASSESSMENT 


