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Winning Logo is a World Apart  

A new logo to represent the core values of Self Awareness, 
Respect and Open Mindedness at Ashby School has been 
chosen from hundreds of student designs. 

The winning logo was produced by Year 10 
student Nathan Gibson (pictured left) 
whose artwork depicts two hands holding 
the world.  

Second place went to Imogen Machin in 

Year 10 for her heart-shaped hands 

encircling the globe. Dan Edgecombe, also 

in Year 10, picked up third prize for his 

padlock design. 

Students were asked to include the three core values clearly in 
their logos. Nathan’s winning design will now appear on 

noticeboards around the school alongside the school’s 
traditional bull’s head logo.  

Nathan, who worked on his design in Graphics 
lessons and in his free time,  said: “I was 
pretty surprised to hear that my design had 
been chosen!  I used the world and the hands 
to symbolise everyone coming together.” 

Teacher Anna Davis said: “It was very difficult 
to choose a winning design from so many 
impressive entries but Nathan’s stood out for 
its simplicity and the way it captured the 
themes so brilliantly.” 

The new logo is part of the school’s commitment to students’ 

social, moral, spiritual and cultural (SMSC) education. 
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We are rapidly approaching the main 
examination season and I hope your sons 
and daughters are preparing well, 
thinking about revision and receiving the 
help and support they need to be 
successful. Early indications suggest that 
we will once again perform very well in 
the Summer examinations. We are 
determined to retain our status as one of 
the highest achieving schools in the 
county. 

The school has a standard admission 
number of 540 for Year 10 and once 
again we are over-subscribed with a 
number of students outside the normal 
catchment area unable to obtain a place. 
The Sixth Form numbers are also very 
high with more than 400 applications for 
post-16. The continued success of the 
school and the excellent reputation we 
have within the wider community 
continue to ensure that we are very 
popular.  

Over the last few weeks and months, we 

have had a large number of visitors to 
the school. These have included visiting 
Headteachers from China, local 
Headteachers from our partnership of 
schools, visiting speakers, interview 
candidates, various teachers from  local 
and national schools and many others. In 
every case, they have talked  positively 
about the behaviour, conduct and 
attitude of our students and staff and the 
incredibly purposeful atmosphere within 
the school. It is this positive feedback 
and that from the vast majority of our 
parents that gives us the confidence and 
security in our belief that the quality of 
education at Ashby is so very good. 

Ashby is such an exciting and vibrant 
place to work or study. The staff work 
long hours and show incredible 
dedication to our students and this issue 
gives you a flavour of just how much we 
have to offer. I am very grateful to all the 
students and parents who support us 
throughout the year and enable us to 
provide such a rich and varied 

experience for our students. I hope you 
enjoy reading about our school. 

I hope that we have now seen the last of 
the extremely wet winter and that we 
can look forward to some warmer 
weather as Spring eventually arrives. I 
wish you all an enjoyable Easter and we 
look forward to seeing you all for the 
final term that starts on Monday 28 
April. 

 

Eddie Green 

Headteacher 

  H e a d - l i n e s  

A team of young engineers from Ashby School has made it 
through to the national finals of the Jaguar Land Rover Schools 
4 x 4 Challenge.  

The five students, who designed and built their own 4 x 4 
vehicle, were named Best Rookie Team at the regional finals of 
the competition at Birmingham Metropolitan College. 

Harry Barnes, Jake Haley, Alex Shaw, Dan Smith and Jake 

Duthie, who are all studying GCSE Engineering, had to put their 

vehicle through a series of tests and give a presentation to the 

judges. They will compete in the national final at Jaguar Design 

Headquarters in Warwickshire in March.  

Engineers Reach Final 

Goalkeeper Amie Burton has netted her greatest 

achievement to date – a place at Derby County. 

Amie, who is in Year 11, began playing football for 

Marlborough Rovers at the age of 11. After a short spell 

outfield, she was persuaded to try her hand in goal and 

has been saving shots ever since. 

After a brief period with Leicester City 

girls’ team, Amie was 

offered a place on 

the youth training 

programmes of both West 

Bromwich Albion and Derby 

County. Amie opted for Derby County and is now on track 

to be in the first team reserves next season. 

Amie, whose family supports Leicester City, said: “My Dad 

would rather I had a fox on my football shirt than a ram 

but he’s really pleased that I’ve got this opportunity.” 

Safe Hands Amie 
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Swimmer Jack Sampson is making waves in competitions 

up and down the country – but not just in the swimming 

pool. Jack is also an open water swimmer, tackling long 

distance races in lakes, rivers and docks. 

In 2013, he clinched the fastest time of the day in the 

Manchester Great Swim, from a field of 2,500 entrants. 

In the Great London Swim, he came third to two GB 

athletes. 

Jack, who trains nine times a week and represents 

Derbyshire, did his first 5k swim in 2011 and came 

fourth. He has never looked back. 

Jack said: “In pool swimming, you are limited to 1,500m 

and you can only swim lengths. In open water swimming, 

it is about being out in the elements, rain or shine.” 

This year, he will swim a mile in Lake Windermere, the 

biggest lake in Britain. If he cannot carve a career in 

swimming, Jack hopes to become a blacksmith and 

already has his own forge but says “I don’t think I will 

ever stop swimming.” 

Jack Makes Waves in Open Water 

A student who started off doing free 

graphic design for friends is now 

running his own business dedicated 

to ‘design and brand identity’. 

William Dunkley co-founded 

www.mediis.co.uk and has since 

carried out work for wellknown 

YouTuber Devin Supertramp, among 

others. Will has recently designed 

logos for a new charity, the Red 

Robin Trust.   

He is also a member of Don Air Flying 

Club where he is learning to fly. He 

hopes to be an airline pilot. 

Five days of skiing and snowboarding 

in the mountain resort of Killington/ 

Pico in Vermont, USA, was followed 

by a stopover in New York for 

students and staff. 

Forty nine students and five staff (39 

skiers and 15 snowboarders) made 

the trip to America during February 

half term. In between sessions on the 

slopes, there was also time for 

bowling, tubing and ice skating. 

Their visit to New York included a ride 

to the top of the Empire State 

Building, shopping and a coach tour 

of the city. 

An open mic night organised by 
student and keen singer Nicola 
Heyworth featured more than 20 
acts. 

Nicola organised the event to raise 
money for the World Challenge 
expedition to Laos and Cambodia, 
which she will undertake in July. 
Nicola has so far raised £2,500 
towards the £3,750 cost of the trip. 

She said: “There are so many talented 
acts at Ashby that  I thought an open 
mic night would be a fun way to raise 
money. And yes, I was singing on the 
night!” 

Nicola is already planning more 
events including a sponsored run. 

Where There’s a Will No Sloping Off for Skiers Talent Boosts Funds  

http://www.mediis.co.uk
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Young athlete Hattie Roberts not only competes at regional and national 
level – she is also passing on her experience to younger competitors in 
coaching sessions. 

Hattie, who is a member of Charnwood Athletics Club and the Ivanhoe 
Robins, volunteers with young athletes every Saturday to help improve 
their performance. 

This year, she has competed in both the Midlands Cross Country final and 
the National Cross Country Championships. She has also been crowned 
County Champion in both the discus and the 300 metre hurdles.  

When she is not training, Hattie plays the flute in the school orchestra, wind 
band and samba group. She hopes to be a vet when she leaves school. 

Runner Hattie Helps Others 

While other students are playing sport or 

computer games, Joe 

Smith is firing 

cannons in re-

enactments of 

the English Civil 

War. 

This year, Joe – 

who is on the 

side of the 

Roundheads - 

hopes to travel to Italy 

to take part in his first overseas battle re-

enactment. Joe has been involved in the 

Open Rope civil war society since seeing them 

in action at Moira Canal Festival. 

He and fellow student Cameron Hadley 

regularly take part in re-enactments around 

the country, camping out in authentic civil 

war tents and cooking over an open fire.  

When he is not manning the cannon, Joe 

wields a 23 foot pike against the enemy. 

A 
 curry night, bonfire 

parties and a mud run 

were among the charity 

fundraising ideas put 

forward by Year 11 

Citizenship students. 

Student Jodie Hemsill raised £65 for 

Alzheimers Research UK by hosting 

her own curry night, followed by a 

dip in the family hot hub. Her choice 

of charity was  inspired by her 

voluntary work at Thornham Grove 

care home. Her parents were waiters 

for the night. 

Megan White Jones decided to raise 

awareness of MacMillan Cancer 

Support by planning talks for 

primary school children, with the 

help of friend Sammy Bailey. While 

Megan was small, her mum was 

treated successfully for cancer. 

Megan said: “At the time, I didn’t 

know what was going on. I think 

cancer is something we should talk 

about to young people because it is 

quite a taboo subject.” 

Other charity initiatives included a 

cake sale in the Peak District run by 

Jessica Gibbs, Tayte McCarthy and 

Phoebe Hammett, in aid of the 

Ronald McDonald charity. 

Civil (War) Service for Joe 

 Charity Begins at Home 

The purchase of 170 ipads, 210 Windows 
tablets and a Realsmart cloud storage system 
has been one of the biggest investments 
overseen by the school’s Finance committee 
this year. In all, £400,000 was invested in the 
latest technologies, including the school’s 
immersive 3D hub. 

Other projects completed this year include 
the refurbishment of Café Express (pictured) 
to create a modern and vibrant dining 
experience for students, and new windows for 
the historic Leicester Road buildings, which 
have improved both the appearance and 
classroom environment.   Forthcoming 
projects include work to transform the library 
and lecture theatre into contemporary spaces 
conducive to teaching and learning. 

Financial Snapshot 

Lara Kennedy, Sarah Wong and 

Hollie Stanton took part in  a 

charity fun run. 
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The school’s pioneering learning hub has been featured in the 

Leicester Mercury.  

A Mercury photographer spent an hour in the hub capturing 

images of students at work, as they used just a handful of the 

learning resources available. 

Ali Jackson, head of teaching and learning, said: “The 

response we have had to the hub continues to be amazing. 

The hub is a great resource for any subject.” 

Student Conor Chandler said: “It’s a great way of learning a 

topic. Because it’s so visual, I find it easier to take in.” 

Hub Makes the News    

Swimmers from Ashby School put on an outstanding 
performance to take first place in a regional swimming gala. 

Sixteen students took part in the event at the Hermitage 

Leisure Centre, Whitwick. All students competed in a 50 

metre individual event as well as two relays. 

Outstanding individual performances came from Rufus Vanes 
in the 50 metres backstroke, Jess Nicholson in the 50 metres 
backstroke and Jack Sampson in the 50 metres butterfly. 

Ashby won the gala with 100 points, with John Cleveland 
College in second place with 87 points and Groby in third 
with 64 points. 

Swimmers Win Gala 
The public speaking skills of three students earned them 
a place in the district round of a national competition. 

Thomas Gamble, Sam Wheeler and Jack Kowalski were 
the only Year 10 team competing in the Rotary Youth 
Speaks senior contest for 14 - 17-year-olds. 

Their speech entitled 'Mercy or Murder' - on the 
controversial subject of abortion rights - clinched them a 
place in the district round against schools from across 
Leicestershire. 

Two other teams from Ashby School also put on good 
performances in the first round but were not successful 
in reaching the district stage. 

Speakers Reach District Round 

Three students have launched the school’s first Youth Alpha 

course. 

Emily Essex, Emily Roberts and Nancy Heath, who are all 

members of the school’s Christian Union, decided to run 

Youth Alpha—a  practical introduction to Christianity— for 

any students wishing to attend. 

Sessions cover a wide range of topics including ‘Who is Jesus?’  

and ‘What About the Church?’. 

Emily Essex, who has a place to read Philosophy and Theology 

with a choral scholarship at Oxford University, said: “Youth 

Alpha is about asking some of the big questions. We don’t 

have the answers but it is about discussing and exploring and 

thinking about it together.” 

Christian Union meetings take place every Wednesday 

breaktime in room A22. Everyone is welcome and biscuits are 

included! 

Alpha Course Open to All 
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Humanities students will be spending time in the classroom 

over Easter – but on the opposite side of the Atlantic. 

During a week-long trip to the USA, students will call at a 

school in New York State, to take part in lessons and meet 

fellow students  with whom they have been in touch by 

email for several months. Forty five students from Years 11, 

12 and 13 will make the journey to America to visit 

Washington and Philadelphia, before ending their tour in 

New York. 

This is the third time that Ashby School has run its popular 

Government and Politics/ History trip to the States.  

Meanwhile, 41 Geography students will visit Iceland at Easter, 

where they will visit the Blue Lagoon, (a natural geothermal 

outdoor spa), and go on a volcano bus to the top of an active 

volcano. Billed as the ‘Geography of Awe and Wonder’ trip, 

students will also walk on a glacier and go lava tube caving. 

For Year 10 historians, there will be a visit to the World War I 

battlefields around Ypres and the Somme in April. This year’s 

visit looks set to be more poignant than ever, as it coincides 

with the 100th anniversary of the start of the Great War. 

A ‘Day to Remember’ Sixth Form holocaust conference 

organised by Humanities staff brought home the horrors of 

the holocaust to hundreds of Year 12 students from Ashby 

School and the Pingle School.  

The event featured a talk by a holocaust survivor, as well as 

lectures by other holocaust experts. A series of workshops 

explored different aspects of the genocide. The Faculty 

conference was the first of its kind, bringing together all 

Humanities departments to explore one topic.  

Humanities teachers have been liaising with their high school 

colleagues to help smooth the transition to Ashby School for 

Year 9 students.  In RS, teachers at Ibstock and Ivanhoe have 

been teaching part of the GCSE Ethics 1 unit, allowing students 

to gather additional knowledge that will help in their Year 11 

GCSE exam. The chance to study GCSE material keeps many 

Year 9 students enthused about the subject, and has raised 

the profile of RS at the high schools.  

Humanities 

L 
anguages students will 

play host to visitors from 

a German school in April, 

during a week- long 

exchange visit. 

Twenty German students and two 

teachers from the Saarland will stay with 

the families of Ashby chool students and 

experience life in England. 

During the week, the exchange students 

will spend time in lessons at Ashby 

School and visit tourist destinations 

including Stratford-upon-Avon. 

Ashby School is one of only four schools 

in Leicestershire to run foreign exchange 

trips. Students will return the visit in 

July, spending almost a week with 

German families.  

Head of Modern Foreign Languages Nick 

Fitzpatrick said: “We are delighted to be 

part of this exchange programme which 

will certainly help our students to 

improve their German as well as giving 

them first- hand experience of German 

life.” 

This year marks the 10th anniversary of 

Language Master Classes at Ashby 

School for talented high school linguists. 

Year 9 students from Ibstock and 

Ivanhoe schools will be at Ashby School 

in March for a culinary language Master 

Class, during which they will cook a tarte 

aux pommes. 

These sessions continue to ease 

students’ transition from high school to 

Ashby School and encourage them to do 

both French and German at GCSE in Year 

10. 

This year, Ashby School students will 

again take GCSE, AS and A2 

examinations in a range of languages, 

from French and German to Arabic, 

Polish and Chinese. This reflects the 

diverse range of nationalities 

represented at Ashby School, particularly 

at School House. 

Six of the school’s A level language 

students went on to study language 

courses at university in October. These 

included former Head Girl Margherita de 

Fraja who accepted a place at Oxford 

University to read French and Italian. 

Modern Foreign Languages 

Humanities students in America 
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English students are beginning their English GCSE work 

while they are still at high school, as part of the school’s 

transition programme. 

Students in Year 9 now sit a GCSE-style controlled 

assessment, helping them to get used to controlled 

conditions and giving teachers an indication of students’ 

ability before they arrive at the school.  

Year 10 students begin their first term at Ashby School by 

analysing a non-fiction piece which allows teachers another 

insight into their levels. 

Students in Year 11 are already preparing for their Summer 

exams. For this year’s English Language groups, the removal of 

the speaking and listening controlled assessment means that 

assessment will count for just 40 per cent of the final mark for 

the first time. The end-of-year exam will account for the 

remaining 60 per cent. 

About 120 students are involved in the C2S (Commit to 

Success) programme, meeting weekly after school to focus on 

improving their GCSE grades. The feedback from December’s 

mock exams has already proved invaluable in helping students 

to identify where extra work is needed. 

At post-16, all English subjects remain incredibly popular, 

including the English Language A level course which was 

introduced last year. The current Year 13 group will be the 

first to sit the exam this Summer. In Year 12, the number of 

students choosing the course has doubled. English Language 

and Literature also remains a popular choice. 

Some English lessons now take place in the hub (see page 

five). A reading session led by school librarian Shelagh 

Setterington captivated students who were then asked to 

produce a piece of their own creative writing.  

Head of English Inaayat Hashim said: “They were completely 

transfixed by the experience of being read to with the sounds 

and the Gothic scenery.  

“The learning hub experience with Shelagh allowed my group 

to step away from the paraphernalia of the classroom – the 

desks, the chairs, the board – and just focus on the narrative. 

They got right to the nub of the story which is to engage, 

capture, intrigue.” 

English 

Photograph courtesy of Beth Walsh/ Leicester Mercury 

These achievements followed another 

year of significant exam success in 

languages. At GCSE, over 70 per cent of 

French passes were at A* to C. In 

German, this was 80 per cent. Revision 

was a key factor in this performance as 

well as the dedicated work of the staff 

and the students themselves. 

GCSE Conference 

This term, 25 gifted and talented Year 10 

students took part in a French GCSE 

conference at Birmingham where they 

were immersed in the language for a 

whole day (pictured).  They learned lots 

of tips and techniques which will prove 

useful in their French GCSE course, 

helping them to achieve an A or A*. One 

student even felt confident enough to 

get up on stage and participate in one of 

the activities! 

Deputy Head of MFL Fiona McCafferty 

said: “I think they got a lot out of the day 

and their behaviour was 

exemplary.”  

Year 10 

students are 

also 

exchanging 

letters with 

their own 

French pen 

pals at a school 

called Collège des 

châteaux at Chatenois. 

The 32 students have sent two 

letters and a video. Some have swapped 

Facebook messages and communicate in 

their spare time.  

Meanwhile, 35 students went on a 
whirlwind tour of three countries in as 
many days. 

The trip saw students visit the Chocolate 

Museum and Christmas markets in 
Cologne before  

heading 
home 

via 

Belgium 
and France. 

The students spent an 
afternoon seeing the sights in Bruges, 
and then travelled to one of Europe’s 
largest shopping centres at Coquelles. 

Teacher Fiona McCafferty said: 
“Students learned a lot culturally and 
practised their language skills.”  
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Drama students used performance to 

give their interpretation of two 

important artworks to Year 9 students 

at Ivanhoe College. 

The Year 10 students  were asked to 

create a non verbal response to Edvard 

Munch’s ‘The Scream’ and Stevie 

Smith’s poem ‘Not Waving but 

Drowning.” 

They then went into classrooms to talk 

to the Year 9s about their performance 

and about Drama at Ashby School. 

Drama Students Entertain Ivanhoe 
 

 

A fund set up in memory of former 
Ashby School student Alex Grose is 
again helping other students with their 
university fees. 

Year 13 students at Ashby School or 
those in their first year at university 
can apply for a slice of the bursary.   

Like Alex, they must have shown a 
strong commitment to the life of Ashby 
School. Alex, who died suddenly in 
2010, was a keen theatre technician 
and a member of the prefect team, as 
well as helping with after-school 
activities for local primary school 
children.  

From donations made to Alex’s 
memorial fund, £250 will be awarded 
to the successful applicant. They must 
demonstrate that they have shown 
considerable determination, or made a 
significant contribution, during their 
time at Ashby School. 

Letters of application should be 
submitted to 
j.marlow@ashbyschool.org.uk by 
Friday 21 March. 

Alex’s Fund 

Ashby School is an exempt charity and company limited by guarantee, registered in England. Company number 08126868, registered address Nottingham Road, Ashby de la Zouch LE65 1DT 

 

What subjects do you teach? 

Government and Politics, Citizenship and RS 

How has Ashby School changed since you were last here?  

The school has certainly become more hi-tech, especially the 

facilities for students, which are massively improved and 

impressive. 

What is so special about Ashby School?  

Ashby has a really positive ethos, both for the staff and 

students.   

What are you reading at the moment? 

‘Inferno’ by Dan Brown and ‘Nothing to Envy’ by Barbara 

Demick  

What advice would you give to your younger self? 

Pace yourself!   

Tell us something about yourself that most people at school 

do not know. 

 

I drive a car that is 

older than me (two 

score years).   

Which three famous 

people (living or dead) 

would you invite to a 

dinner party? 

Charles Darwin, Bob 

Kahn, and Eric Clapton 

What were you like at 

school? 

Hardworking, quiet, with a dry sense of humour – I also 

played the trumpet in the wind band, and rugby for the 

school, as well as for Yorkshire County. 

Modular or linear exams – which do you favour? 

Linear (sets the right approach for next stage of students’ 

education) 

Anthony Coyle is a Humanities teacher who has returned to Ashby School 

after an absence of seven years. We ask what brought him back... 

 

Talking Heads 


