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Ashby School is Talking and Listening.  
Find Out More Inside This Issue.

Diary dates
• 30 March –  

End of term 3.05pm

• 16 April –  
Start of Summer term

• 20 April –  
Mary Smith Award meeting

• 7 May –  
May Day Holiday

• 9 May –  
Higher Education evening

• 17 May –  
Awards Evening

• 21 May –  
Year 11/12 exam leave
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Parents Pile on Praise
Parents at Ashby School have praised school facilities, the choice of subjects on offer, 
and the school’s excellent exam results.

These were just some of the findings to emerge in the first ever, independent survey of 
parents to be carried out by Ashby School.

In response to a wide-ranging questionnaire, parents also gave their thumbs-up to 
standards of teaching, particularly in French, English and Textiles, and the effectiveness 
of the school’s anti-bullying policy.

The survey was conducted for Ashby School by a firm of independent  
marketing experts.

Headteacher Mrs Vivien Keller-Garnett said:  “The survey is a way of finding out exactly 
how parents feel about the school, their child’s performance, and the areas of school life 
which they think we should be prioritising.

“The results of the survey confirm that parents are largely happy with the school.  I 
would like to thank all the parents who completed the questionnaire.  Their responses 
are extremely useful to help us determine our priorities for Ashby School.”

The main area of concern – identified by only 18 per cent of parents who returned the 
questionnaire – was communication.

Parents were asked to give a score of between one and five for each subject offered by 
the school, as well as for a list of identified parent priorities.  Parents were also asked to 
estimate the time their child spent on homework, comment on the overall performance 
of the school, and suggest possible improvements.

For more details of Ashby School’s response to the questionnaire’s findings, see the 
Headteacher’s comments in ‘View from the Top’ on page two.

Those surveyed were parents of children in Years 10 and 11.   
A total of 550 completed questionnaires were returned.

A Specialist Technology  
and Languages College

Hushhhhhhhhhh!
Silent students at Ashby School 
raised £800 by keeping quiet.  More 
than 260 students from the school’s 
Crewe House held a 20-minute 
sponsored silence to raise money 
for MacMillan Cancer Support.
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View from the Top 
Keeping Parents in the Picture

Ashby School is clearly a lively and vibrant place to be.  This issue 
of The Ashbeian highlights just some of the activities students 
and staff are involved in this year.

We spend a lot of time working with students and talking to them 
about their work and how they can improve their examination 
grades.  The trips, visits, outside speakers, revision programmes, 
exam practice and numerous conversations between teachers 
and students are all part of a plan to provide the best education 
we can for our students.

The parental questionnaire for Year 10 and 11 parents was 
conducted by an independent marketing company and was 
designed to help us identify what parents think our main area 
of development should be.  The area of concern identified by 
the most parents (18 per cent) was communication from the 
school.  We are very aware that parents of 14 – 19-year-olds often 
feel more excluded from school activities than they did when 
their sons and daughters were at primary and high schools.  
Correspondence and information given to 14 – 19-year-olds 
doesn’t always get home – this is usually not deliberate but 
general forgetfulness on the part of teenagers.  There are too 
many other things happening in their lives.

In order to improve communication channels further between 
school and home, we are turning to technological support.  
Subject areas will aim to e-mail you at the end of each term with 
information on coursework deadlines, external examinations, 
mock exams, orals, practicals and revision sessions.  Students 
can collect a paper copy of this information from reception if 
parents do not have access to e-mails.  This information will also 
be posted on the school website.  In addition, we are introducing 

From the Governors... Specialist Schools Report

Technology College
The Design and Technology Faculty is already preparing for its 
end-of-year show which is an annual showcase of the impressive 
work produced both within the Faculty and with partner schools. 

Work is also underway to introduce three new primary schools 
to Computer Aided Design/ Computer Aided Manufacture 
(CADCAM) using the Fairground Project.  The primaries involved 
in last year’s successful fairground project will be given help to 
maintain the CAD/CAM momentum.  By next year, all primary 
schools in North West Leicestershire should have CAD/CAM 
activities built into their curriculum.

Ashby School has maintained its links with Holgate School in 
Nottingham to help improve Holgate’s grades in Design and 
Technology (DT).  Holgate DT staff will spend half a day at Ashby, 
working alongside Ashby Design teachers. 

Meanwhile, six Ashby students are taking part in the Green Power 
car challenge.  Ben Reeve, Jan White, Jonathan Plant, Joe Mattley, 
David McNair and Tom Canning are working hard to prepare the 
car for the first target race on 29 April.  Generous sponsorship has 
been received from Vehicle Wiring Products at Ilkeston and Just 
Bikes at Ashby.

During National Construction Week, a series of lectures – aimed 
at Sixth Form Systems and Control students – raised awareness 
of environmental issues and sustainability in the 21st century 
and of future design considerations.  The talks helped students 
to enhance AS/A2 coursework.  Further talks on energy will take 
place in August and October.  (Full details are available on the 
school website).

A programme of careers talks to highlight the range of 
undergraduate Art and Design courses available locally kicked 
off in February.  The programme was piloted last year and 
encouraged a number of students to continue their studies in Art 
and Design. 

This year’s talks included insights into Graphics and Textiles at 
De Montfort University; Architecture and Visual Communication 
at UCE in Birmingham; Foundation courses in Art and Design 
at Loughborough University; and the work of the Technology 
Innovation Centre in Birmingham.  Dates for talks on Music 
Technology, Media Studies and Theatre Management Studies will 
be confirmed shortly.

(Details of the full time courses available at UCE are available on the 
school website).

As part of its commitment to mentoring trainee teachers, the DT 
department currently has two Design and Technology student 
teachers from Loughborough University, an Engineering student 
teacher from Nottingham Trent University and a trainee Music 
teacher from George Spencer Training School in Nottingham.

Recruitment for the CISCO Security Networking Course, 
initiated and organised by Adrian Wright in collaboration with 
Loughborough College, has surpassed the original target of seven 
students. Two students from the first intake have since secured 
jobs in high status positions.

Mr Wright’s continuing work with Landau Forte City Technology 
College in Derby has contributed to its new status as a local 
Academy.  So far, he has trained four Landau Forte staff and will 
deliver training to additional staff in the Summer term.

a new system in school that enables staff to text or e-mail parents 
if homework or coursework is not completed and when students 
are absent from school.  Please keep the school informed of your 
latest text number and e-mail address.

The ‘electronic’ contact with parents is in addition to the termly 
publication of The Ashbeian, the termly report of each student’s 
present and target grades, the individual letters home, the 
numerous phone calls and the weekly updated information on 
the school website www.ashbyschool.org.uk.  However, if there 
are any particular concerns or you want additional information, 
please do not hesitate to contact us.

Mrs. V. Keller-Garnett, Headteacher

From the Governors... Finance Committee
The Finance Committee not only budgets for salaries and 
resources but also explores ways of financing new buildings  
and ensures that the older buildings are kept in good repair.

The school’s bold decision to set up a five-year maintenance 
contract with a firm which works across both sites - carrying out 
such jobs as replacing doors, renewing decayed windows and 
repainting – has already shown positive results.

As part of its strategic future planning, the Finance Committee 
has overseen the removal of most of the old mobiles.  Faculties 
are moving instead into purpose-built classrooms.

Governor Daphne Hodkinson was one of many people impressed 
by her first visit to the new Arts Centre.  The building, which was 
carefully designed to maximise natural light and space, is a huge 
improvement on the centre’s previous home in the old Drill Hall!

The school expects high standards from its students and, to help 
achieve these, must provide the best possible accommodation.

Consequently, the Drill Hall has been completely refurbished and 
transformed into the new Student Support Unit.  This area has a 
quiet, purposeful atmosphere where students benefit from more 
individualised learning. The décor has been carefully chosen to 
enhance its purpose.

As the new English block nears completion, plans are already in 
place to revamp the Sixth Form Centre, following consultation 
with students. 

Like all secondary schools, Ashby must meet the requirements 
of the new national Financial Management Standard set by the 
Department for Education and Skills (DfES).  

The Finance Committee has overseen the transition to the new 
standard at Ashby School and, in an audit carried out in January, 
the school was found to meet the new standard in all areas 
inspected.

These areas included leadership and governance, people 
management, and policy and strategy.  Staff and governors were 
praised by the auditors for their efforts and for the ‘exceptional’ 
quality of the paperwork.

Under the careful guidance of Bursar Andrew Burton, the Finance 
Committee aims to use the principles of best value in all its 
decisions and to spend money wisely to ensure continuous 
improvements for students and staff alike.

Ashby School’s Financial Statement for 2005/06 can be viewed on 
the school website.

Daphne Hodkinson, Chair of Finance Committee

The school’s partnership with Ashfield Healthcare has involved 
three more Ashfield staff being trained in the Science Faculty. 
Ashfield has invited several Ashby staff to participate in a training 
programme organised for emerging leaders.

(Continued on page six)

Students Go Stateside
Jet-setting Ashby students scaled the Empire State Building, went 
ice skating in Central Park and paid their respects at Ground Zero 
during a whirlwind tour of New York City.

Sampling the Big Apple were (back row, left to right) Joe Bee, Daniel 
Clarke, Alan Demetriou, Robert Treasure, Helen Smith, Lucy Orchiston, 
Robert Redfin, (front row, left to right) Rachel Harden, Beth Lewis, Theresa 
Morga and Vasilligi Iouannou-Nikou.

Forty Sixth Formers made the trip to the Big Apple during 
February half-term, accompanied by four staff members from 
Ashby School.

During the five-day visit, students also watched The Lion King on 
Broadway, ate at Planet Hollywood, climbed the Statue of Liberty, 
and indulged in a spot of shopping.

This was the fourth year that Ashby School had taken students to 
see the sights of New York. 

Anita Allsop, who accompanied the students, said:  “The trip to 
New York was a fantastic cultural experience.  Just to see a show 
on Broadway was fabulous and something they will remember for 
the rest of their lives.”

To round off a memorable trip, the students shared their plane 
home with singer Mariah Carey. 
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Faculty Focus
Mathematics 
Celebrations were in full flow in the Maths department when a 
number of Year 11 students successfully sat their Maths GCSE 
examination ahead of schedule.  Of these, several students gained 
pleasing results and many were determined to improve their 
grades further by sitting the examination a second time. 

In November, Sixth Form students were treated to a presentation 
by TV’s Johnny Ball, as part of the school’s first Sixth Form Maths 
trip for more than 20 years.  A Level Maths students visited the 
University of London for a range of lectures on topics such as 
the spread of diseases and how to break the enigma code.  The 
lectures were followed by Johnny Ball’s fun-packed Maths session. 
A similar trip is already being planned for next year.

Year 11 students took part in a Mechanics workshop at 
Loughborough University, where they investigated mechanics 
through practical applications - an enjoyable insight into an 
aspect of A level Maths.  

About 150 students were able to experience the Maths roadshow 
from Cambridge which visited Ashby School in November.  
Unfortunately, not all of Ashby’s students could be involved.  The 
school is now developing its own roadshow so that all students 
can be enthused by Mathematical puzzles and problems.

Among the many new initiatives underway is the offer of extra 
support and mentoring for more than 80 Year 11 students who 
need added help to achieve their goals.  Students who are not 
confident of gaining a grade C at GCSE can also take advantage of 
a limited number of revision sessions which will take place during 
the Easter holidays.  As always, AS/A revision sessions for modules 
will be run prior to the examinations.

Parents and students are also being urged to take a look at the 
school intranet site, Uniservity.  They will find all AS Maths notes 
on the site, as well as a growing collection of A2 notes.  There are 
revision site links for GCSE and other information.

Students can buy calculators, other Maths equipment and 
revision guides for GCSE and AS Maths from the school shop  
at reasonable prices.

For more Maths information, see the Technology College report 
on page six.

English 

Students travelled to London to see ‘Twelfth Night’.

Humanities 

History students entered a medical minefield at the Doctors’ Show.

Geography
Geography students are to visit one of Europe’s fastest-eroding 
coastlines as part of their A level coursework.

Fifty-one Year 12 students will make the trip to the Holderness 
Coast in East Yorkshire where countless towns and villages have 
already fallen into the sea. Parts of the coast are eroding at a rate 
of two metres every year.

Teacher Andrew Hallas said:  “The visit will help to reinforce key 
concepts and ideas learnt in class.  The main focus will be coastal 
erosion and associated management techniques along the 
Holderness Coast.  The students will see at first hand how  
people respond to coastal erosion.”

After Easter, Year 12 Geography students will travel to Chester. 
During their visit, students will see how the past has influenced 
the shape and function of the modern city – an insight that will 
help with preparation for their historical geography exam.

Geography staff are also considering running a four-day 
residential field trip to Dorset in 2007- 08.  This would replace 
the usual one-day field trip and would give students a chance to 
experience a more traditional field trip and see a beautiful part  
of the UK. 

New Subject for 2007 – AS Critical Thinking
From next year, Year 12 and 13 students will be able to take AS 
Critical Thinking.  This will be offered as an alternative to General 
Studies, but will only be recommended to students with higher 
GCSE grades.  This subject will particularly benefit students doing 
questioning or essay-based subjects.

Candidates doing this course will learn to:

• Understand and apply the language of reasoning

• Understand and apply different patterns of reasoning

• Recognise and evaluate special kinds of reasoning

• Judge the credibility of sources

• Assess arguments

• Develop and present relevant arguments

• Recognise and apply basic logical ideas

Year 12 students will be able to follow this subject through to A2 
during the 2008-2009 academic year.

A level students saw a stunning production of  ‘Twelfth Night’ at 
the Old Vic in early February. The all male cast, Propeller, brought 
a freshness and vibrancy to the play that left the students reeling. 
This was the same production company which performed 
‘Taming of the Shrew’ at Stratford in November - a production 
which students also had an opportunity to see.

Both GCSE and A level students visited the Nottingham 
Playhouse in January to see a production of Harper Lee’s  ‘To Kill 
A Mockingbird’ - a tale of growing up and racism in the deep 
south of America in the 1930s.  Students felt it was a faithful and 
heartrending interpretation of Lee’s classic novel.

Meanwhile, 150 Year 11 students enjoyed a day’s trip to De 
Montfort Hall in Leicester to work with some of the poets they 
are studying for their English exam.  Poetry Live gave them an 
opportunity to listen to poets read and talk about their work.  The 
Chief Examiner from AQA also gave some top tips for success in 
the summer examination.

Ashby School has also welcomed a number of visiting speakers, 
including experts on Charles Dickens ( talking to Year 10) and 
Writing to Entertain (to year 12).  Both experiences proved very 
beneficial to the students.

Coming up...
GCSE Revision Workshops – The Grade Raiser Club begins this 
term and will entail a weekly hour-long session led by an English 
teacher, focusing on specific aspects of the GCSE exams.  It 
is estimated that more than 100 students will be offered the 
opportunity to boost their grades in this way.

GCSE English Conference - During the summer term, the English 
department will be running a three-day conference for 150 
students to give them extra confidence and skills to tackle their 
final exams.  Activities will include reading non-fiction texts and 
writing for a variety of purposes and audiences.

Year 12 are looking forward a trip to Canterbury in June to retrace 
part of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales in preparation for Year 13 
coursework.

Other...
The new English building will be unveiled in the spring - a state-
of-the-art teaching area with computer suite and the latest audio 
and visual technology.

Another exciting development is the English department’s 
partnership with Burleigh College in Loughborough.  English 
teachers from both schools meet regularly to share ideas and 
resources to raise the achievement of GCSE students.

Sixth Form students across all subjects have been successfully 
trained by Leicester company ‘Right to Read’ to work with 
primary school children of all ages, improving their reading skills.  
Students devote at least an hour a week of their free time to visit 
primary schools in the local area to hear KS1 and 2 children read.

The English department has also trained Year 13 students to work 
with Year 10 and 11 English classes supporting students in lessons 
on coursework and classwork tasks.  This initiative is proving very 
popular with both staff and students.

Psychology
Year 13 Psychology students will visit Derby University in  
April for a seminar on sleep and dreaming.  In December, they 
attended a similar ‘degree-style’ lecture at Derby on the subject  
of schizophrenia.  The sessions are offered free of charge by  
Derby University so students pay only a small amount to  
cover travel costs.

Year 13 students will also be given the chance to see the play 
‘Equus’ – featuring Harry Potter star Daniel Radcliffe - in London’s 
West End.  The play focuses on the behaviour of a normal 17-year-
old with a passion for horses who one night inexplicably blinds 
six horses with a hoof pick.  The story attempts to unravel the 
psychological puzzle behind his actions. 

History
A Sixth Form conference on Henry VII in Birmingham gave 30 Year 
12 students the chance to broaden their experience and prepare 
for their AS examination in January.  

Fifty Year 11 students also visited the Doctors’ Show in 
Loughborough where they were exposed to 5,000 years of 
Medical History in 2½ hours - an ideal preparation for their 
revision. 

Another group will visit the Thackray Medical Museum in Leeds.

Government and Politics
Year 13 students are currently embarking on an eclectic mix of 
issues for their coursework ranging from ‘An analysis of Tony 
Blair’s loss of popularity’ to ‘Discussing the view that primaries and 
caucuses are the most important elements of the US presidential 
nomination process!’ 

In January, three Year 13 students organised a poll of 99 
unscientifically selected staff, students and parents attending 
the ‘Into the Sixth Form’ evening.  The results of the poll to gauge 
people’s voting intentions at the next election were extremely 
interesting, as illustrated below:

Conservative  43%

Labour   31%

Liberal Democrats 14%

UKIP   7%

Green   1%

None   4%

Religious Studies
Teachers from other schools have been so impressed by the 
delivery of Religious Studies at Ashby that they have approached 
the school for help developing their own RS courses.

A number of outside staff have expressed an interest in using 
the GCSE booklets produced by the RS department for the Short 
Course.  These have already proved to be very successful at Ashby.  

Meanwhile, the department has boosted its teaching by giving all 
staff access to laptops and data projectors, relegating overhead 
projectors to the history books.

In the RS department, work is still underway to develop the use of 
ICT to enhance students’ learning.

Religious Studies continues to attract high calibre students, with 
its popular Philosophy and Ethics-based A level structure.  The 
course has proved very useful for students going on to study 
subjects such as Law, Medicine and Philosophy at degree level.
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From the Governors... Specialist Schools Report 
(continued from page three)

Technology College

Mathematics
A vocational Maths group has been set up to help a small group 
of Year 11 students work towards a Youth Achievement Award. 
The students, who are taking the course in addition to their usual 
Maths lessons, are required to carry out six challenges linked to 
everyday activities.
These include decorating -  where students must calculate the 
exact area and volume of materials involved – and booking 
holidays and flights, where they must get to grips with currency 
issues, money management and budgeting.

Claire Jackson, Head of Maths, attended a two-day Specialist 
Schools Trust annual conference in December.  She has since 
shared ideas from the conference with Faculty members and 
hopes to implement some of them in the near future.

Ashby is continuing to work with Ibstock High School on GCSE 
Statistics.  Another group of Year 9 students will be sitting the 
GCSE examination two years early.

The Maths Faculty is also considering purchasing an electronic 
‘voting system’,  similar to that used in TV’s  ‘ Who Wants to be a 
Millionaire?’.  The accompanying software is designed to make 
assessment and testing more fun and interactive.

Science
Science teachers have been helping schools in Staffordshire and 
Hertfordshire to develop their ICT skills. 

Plans are also underway for a series of primary school workshops. 
A workshop for Year 5 classes will be held in the summer term, 
followed by other workshops in the autumn and spring terms.  
The workshops are an attempt to boost SATs results at Level 2.

The new Science curriculum – called Investigating Sciences – 
means that Ashby staff have been working more closely with high 
school colleagues at Ibstock and Ivanhoe.  This will enable high 
school staff to deliver some of the modules in Year 9, kicking off in 
2007 at Ibstock.  Mutual lesson observations between the schools 
will form part of the process.

Three one-hour workshops for gifted and talented students will 
also take place at the high schools.  Each workshop will focus on 
one of the three Sciences – Biology, Chemistry or Physics.  The 
sessions will reach about 60 students.

Revision classes in Science are scheduled for the Easter holidays 
in an attempt to boost GCSE pass rates.  The classes are part 
of a massive push to ensure students reach their full potential. 
Teachers will be conducting interviews, writing letters home 
where necessary, and carrying out close monitoring of  
student progress.

Finally, more students than ever before have enrolled on Open 
University Science courses.  This commitment is in addition to the 
normal school curriculum.

Step into Sport

More than 20 Sixth Form students from Ashby have signed up 
for a sports volunteer programme, to develop their sporting and 
leadership skills. 

Twenty-four students joined the Step into Sport Community 
Volunteering programme in November – and have already helped 
with umpiring, refereeing, after-school clubs and a range of 
sporting events.

The programme – which is part of the North West Leicestershire 
School Sports Partnership – gives young people the chance to 
take part in a range of community sporting activities.  These 
include working with the junior sections of sports clubs, primary 
school after-school clubs, and helping to run sports festivals.

By carrying out 50, 100 or 200 hours of volunteering in 12 months, 
students can earn a bronze, silver or gold award.

Dave Doig, School Sports Co-ordinator, said:  “As well as the 
obvious benefits to our students of gaining in self-confidence 
and improving their leadership and communication skills, the 
participants in this scheme are offered the chance to gain 
coaching awards in their favoured sports.  So far this year, there 
have been opportunities to take part in coaching courses for 
football, cricket, badminton, athletics and golf.”

Ten students from Year 13 recently completed 12 months of 
volunteering  – during which six students umpired County 
finals of Kwik Cricket at Grace Road County Cricket ground.  The 
students also attended a four-day residential sports camp at 
Loughborough, and helped to run football tournaments, dance 

Languages College 

Language students visited Ashby’s partner school in France.

Ashby School’s commitment to help local primary schools 
introduce French to younger pupils is now having an impact for 
Years 3 and 4.

Following a planning meeting for local primary school teachers 
in February, many have now begun teaching French to pupils in 
Years 3 and 4.

The teachers will have three training sessions a year to keep them 
up-to-speed with latest developments and to support them with 
their language work.

The largest ever exchange trip to be organised by Ashby School 
took place in February.  In all, 29 students travelled to Romans-sur-
Isere in France to visit Ashby’s partner school.  During their stay, 
they visited Grenoble with French students and were given a tour 
of Romans with former Ashby Head Boy Nick Lackenby, who is 
spending his year out in France. 

Eighteen students from Years 10, 11 and 12 will visit Germany in 
March.  The GCSE and A level students will visit Ashby’s partner 
school in the Saarland, staying with local families and visiting the 
area’s main attractions.

Iain MacLauchlan, Chair of Specialist Schools Steering Group

Tim Procter, Director of Technology College

Helen Hughes, Co-ordinator of Modern Languages Specialist 
College

Health and Safety Committee
Ashby School recently carried out the annual review of its Health 
and Safety policy.  The completed annual return, which was sent 
to the Local Authority, revealed no outstanding Health and Safety 
issues.  All equipment was checked as part of the review.

One of the many areas in which the school has an outstanding 
record is the health and safety of its swimming facilities where the 
water is checked daily by premises staff.  The Local Authority and 
North West Leicestershire District Council carry out spot checks of 
both the pool surroundings and the water.

Five staff have retaken and passed their minibus competency test. 
All staff who drive the minibus must be retested every three years.

Two members of staff have also carried out residential leadership 
training, while two Year Tutors have completed training in 
Restraint and Positive Handling.

Sue Ridley, Deputy Headteacher (Student Welfare)

festivals, tag rugby festivals and a mini hockey tournament. 
Student Tom Jarvis was chosen to help at the World Rowing 
Championships in London, where he rubbed shoulders with 
several sporting celebrities.

A number of Year 10 and 11 students have also taken advantage 
of the opportunity to gain coaching awards in return for their 
help in coaching at local schools and assisting with the School 
Sports Partnership.

Anyone interested in volunteering should speak to Dave Doig, 
School Sports Co-ordinator, in the PE Department.  Many 
neighbouring village schools are keen to enlist the help of  
more young sports volunteers.

The Step into Sport scheme is administered by the Youth Sports 
Trust and is aimed at Sixth Form students.

School House notes
Applications to School House from prospective boarders have 
already exceeded the number of places available for the next 
academic year.  The over-subscribed boarding house has been 
inundated with applications from around the world, including  
its first ever application from Hungary. 

School House is also building on its reputation as a centre for 
gifted and talented teaching.  In June, John Williams, Head of 
Boarding, will travel to Spain, where gifted and talented teaching 
is a new concept.  Mr Williams will share his knowledge and 
experience with teachers in Spain as part of a week-long course 
to help them kickstart their own gifted and talented programmes. 

Library
The library has a wider range of fiction and non-fiction books 
than ever, following feedback from students about the sort of 
titles they would like to read.  Latest additions to the fiction 
shelves cover a variety of genres from teenage novels and legal 
drama (by authors such as John Grisham) to Doctor Who and  
spy thrillers.

By making requests for new books, students can make sure that 
the latest library acquisitions reflect their changing reading habits 
and requirements. 

The library’s magazine collection has also grown in size.  A new 
title is now added each week, in response to student demand.

However, a reading scheme to encourage Year 10 and 11 students 
to read more fiction has been less popular – in spite of the prizes 
available for students who read the most books.  Year 10 and 
11 students are still welcome to take part in the scheme.  Prizes 
include bookmarks and Well Done Awards.

Teachers are helping to update the non-fiction section by 
proposing new subject books for each department.  This will give 
students the latest, relevant study material at their fingertips.

The newly-designated ‘Silent Area’ of the Library has been  
hailed a success.  Students have generally kept noise levels down, 
although a small number still struggle with the concept  
of complete silence.

A booking system introduced to regulate the use of the library 
computers is also working well.  The system enables Sixth 
Formers to reserve the computers for coursework and revision 
purposes, while Year 10 and 11 students tend to use them during 
lunchtimes or for catch-up sessions.

The aim of the latest changes is to make the school library an 
enjoyable place to work,  revise and, of course, read.
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What is your name? Michael Bailey.

What is your role at Ashby School? 
Head Premises Officer. 

How long have you been at the 
school? 25 years.

What is the strangest thing you 
have been asked to do while at 
Ashby School? I’ve been asked to 
do a few strange things over the 
years. One year, I had to come to 
school on Christmas Day in six-foot 
snow drifts when the weather set the 
alarm system off.  But there have been 
stranger things that I can’t really talk 
about..

Describe your average working day.  I do whatever is needed to keep 
the school running and to keep it safe: I look after the 30 boilers and 
make sure the heating systems are working; I check the swimming pool 
is OK and that the water chemicals are right so that they don’t dissolve 
anyone’s swimming trunks! I make sure that the site is clean and tidy and 
I look after the security of the buildings.  There are 60 external doors so 
locking those every night is a major operation.  In an average day, I walk 
about six miles.

What do you like best about your job? I like the fact that I never know 
what I will be doing from one minute to the next. 

The hardest part is that, as soon as you put something right, it is often 
destroyed again. A minority of students think that they are getting back 
at the teachers if they vandalise the school but they’re not.  They’re just 
making work for the caretaking staff.

Tell us something about yourself that not many people who work 
at Ashby School would know.  I used to be a projectionist at Ashby 
Picture House. I did a full day’s work as an engineer and then went and 
worked at the picture house until 10.30pm.  I was 15 then and I got  
paid 65p a night.

How has the school changed since you started working here?  
The school has changed dramatically.  Staffing levels have gone up by  
at least 50 per cent so the workload has increased.

The amount of rubbish generated by the school has increased 10 fold.  
We used to have 10 normal-sized dustbins when I started.  Now we  
have 35 skips – and it’s still not enough.

As for car parking, there used to be three cars on the front when I started 
working here.  Now there are more than 300.

What has been your most embarrassing moment?  
I don’t get embarrassed easily.

What do you think of today’s young people? They are very different 
to young people years ago but I still maintain that the majority are 
very nice people who will grow up to be very nice adults.  There is a 
small minority that I find difficult to relate to because there is so much 
aggression in them.  Young people seem more confident than we ever 
were but I question whether they actually are. Generally, they deal with 
life very well.

What scares you most? The state of the world and what is  
happening in it. I fear for future generations if some of the problems  
can’t be sorted out.

What achievement are you most proud of in your life? My family 
– my wife, Doris, our two children and two grandchildren.

How would you spend a million pounds? I would buy myself a 
camper van and go travelling around Spain and France and come back 
here occasionally.  I think I could spend a million pounds quite easily 
doing that for the next 20 years. I would have to take my wife and my 
German Shepherd dog, Fizz.

If you were stranded on a desert island, who would you prefer to 
be stranded with? Teachers Steve Berrill or Dave Doig – their DIY skills 
are so good that they could build us a house to live in.  (Rumour has it 
that both are terrible at DIY – Ed).  Alternatively, I would choose Charlotte 
Church because she could sing while I built the house.

What has been your greatest extravagance? My fascination with 
motor cars. I have nightmares about the amount of money I have  
spent on cars. I’ve never been happy with what I’ve got. At one time,  
I had five cars.

What would you never do? Shake hands with a Tory MP.

Who do you most admire and why? My wife because she has put up 
with me for more than 40 years.  And, as a golfer myself, I admire Tiger 
Woods because of all he has achieved.

If the world were to end tomorrow, what would you do today? I 
would probably spend half the day racing Formula One cars and the 
other half with my family. 

A-wards Night to Remember
Outstanding students who have impressed teachers with their 
achievements and progress will be recognised at the school’s 
annual awards evening on Thursday 17 May.

Twelve new awards will be handed out this year to highlight 
the important role played by Ashby’s flourishing House system. 
One member of each House will receive an award for the best 
Progress File (a display of materials which charts their personal 
development during their time at Ashby).

There will also be an award for a student in each House who has 
made the greatest contribution to House life.

This year’s guest speaker will be Professor John Betteridge, a 
former student of Ashby Grammar School, who is now one of the 
world’s leading experts in the study and treatment of diabetes. 

It is the first time that the Professor Betteridge Award for Biology 
will be presented by the man after whom it is named.

Life’s a Ball – for Year 11
School uniform will be replaced by black ties and ball gowns 
when Year 11 students host their annual ball on Thursday 10 May 
at Ashby’s Royal Hotel.

Teacher Alison Allford said:  “The ball is a wonderful occasion and, 
for many Year 11 students, is the highlight of the school year.”

Tickets priced at approx £17.50 will be on sale from Mrs Allford, 
Mr. Dring or Miss Starkey after Easter.

Success is not Debateable
Dazzling debaters from Ashby School have won a trip to 
Strasbourg – after being named joint winners in a  
county-wide competition.

Sixth Form students Louise Gaudern, Josie Stone, Rachel Barsby, 
Laura Canning and Laura Keeling took part in the debating 
contest at County Hall – pitting themselves against teams from 
schools across Leicestershire.

Each team was asked to give a 10-minute presentation about 
the EU and Britain’s role within it.  As their prize, the five girls will 
travel to the European Parliament in Strasbourg to take part in a 
debate with schools from across the EU.

Before going to Strasbourg, Ashby’s winning debaters will get the 
chance to meet East Midlands MEP Glenis Wilmott.  Mrs Wilmott 
will visit Ashby School this month to congratulate the girls and to 
talk to them - and to Politics and General Studies students - about 
her work at the European Parliament.


