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Rugby star Matt Hampson gave a frank and 
inspirational account of his life, during a 
special assembly at Ashby School.

The former Tigers and England under 21s 
player spoke to Bullen students about his 
own struggle, determination and ambitions, 
since being paralysed in a rugby scrum in 
2005.

Matt’s visit came ahead of Bullen’s attempt 
to break the world record for the largest 
ever rugby scrum on 22 March. They hope to 
smash the existing record of 60 by involving 
more than 200 people.

Matt said: “I have never seen a scrum of this 
size attempted before but I wish them luck 
and I shall be interested to see how they get 
on!”

Bullen has chosen the Matt Hampson 
Foundation as its House charity for the year.

The Foundation raises money for seriously 
injured sportsmen and women, as well as 
supporting the Spinal Injuries Association 
and SpecialEffect, which helps disabled 
youngsters to communicate using 
technology.

Rugby Star Matt Hampson Inspires Students

Issue 18 - Spring term 2011

Ashby School’s next Headteacher has 
been named as Mr Eddie Green. Mr 
Green, who is currently Headteacher of 
a secondary school in Derby, will take 
up the post from September.

In this issue, Mr Green explains what 
attracted him to Ashby School, how 
he’s preparing for the role and why he 
believes that a good education should 
be about much more than academic 
success.  For full story, see page 5.

New Head Outlines His Priorities A winning display of teamwork
See page 3 for full story.

Matt Hampson with (left to right) Ysabella Dennis, Sarah Ingley, Alex Kavanagh and 
Oliver Chesterton.
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Once again, Ashby School is oversubscribed for the coming 
academic year. 

In all, 540 students have been offered a place in Year 10 from 
September. Unfortunately, some students who live further away 
have been unable to secure a place.

Interviews are also taking place for prospective Sixth Formers. 
Students who meet the entry requirements (five or more GCSEs 
at grades A* to C, including Maths and English) will usually be 
accepted into the Sixth Form.

In the Summer term, teaching staff will begin looking closely 
at the changes they need to make, as a result of the new 
Government’s curriculum review.

We are already talking to the parents of next year’s Year 10 
students about the English Baccalaureate. To achieve the 
Baccalaureate, students must gain a C or above at GCSE in Maths, 
English, two Sciences, Geography or History, and a modern 
foreign language. Those who are considering further education 
may find that this is the GCSE standard required by universities.

Another change is the Government’s move away from modular 
examinations. (At present, students take examinations 
throughout their GCSE, AS and A2 courses. These marks are 
added together to produce their final examination grade.) In 
future, students will take one examination at the end of their 
GCSE, AS or A2 course.

Parents of students who are interested in university may find it 
useful to know which subjects are most valued by universities. 
Information on this from the top Russell Group of universities is 
available at: 
http://russellgroup.org/Informed%20Choices%20final.pdf 

Clearly, the new Government is introducing many changes into 
Education. At Ashby School, we will ensure that we keep you 
informed - through this newsletter, the school website, and 
presentations to parents - of all the changes and developments as 
they unfold.

Mrs V. Keller-Garnett 
Headteacher

View from 
The Top...

Staff Are a Class Act

Staff proved they were a class act when they took to the stage for 
the school’s staff revue.

More than 100 members of staff from all parts of the school 
became singers, comedians and entertainers for one night only. 
Others worked backstage and front of house to make sure the 
night’s two performances ran smoothly.

The revue, which takes place every other year, was given a 
rapturous reception by a packed lecture theatre of staff, students, 
friends and family members.

Proceeds from the revue will go towards the cost of intelligent 
theatre lighting, in memory of student Alex Grose, who died in 
September. Alex was a dedicated member of the school Tech 
team.

Student Injured in Road Accident
A road accident in which a student was involved in a collision 
with a bus has prompted a road safety reminder for students and 
parents.

The 15-year-old suffered a broken arm when he was in collision 
with the bus in Leicester Road, close to the entrance to School 
House, in January.

School staff are now urging students not to gather on narrow 
footpaths close to busy roads, on their way to school.

Sue Ridley, Deputy Headteacher, said: “In this instance, the victim 
was lucky to escape with a broken arm. The next victim may not 
be quite so fortunate.

“We are asking students not to congregate next to busy roads 
on narrow footpaths before school. Parents who drop their 
children off at school are being advised to do so safely, avoiding 
congested areas such as Leicester Road, and staying well clear of 
yellow lines and the pedestrian crossing.” 

Staff raised the roof – and a few eyebrows

A creative writing club run by students for students is helping 
talented young writers to find a voice.

Students meet every Tuesday after school in Room B18 to share 
ideas, tackle new themes and devour a plate of cookies! Recent 
meetings have covered topics such as haiku, rhyme and the 
theme of love.

Club founder Nataliya Manskova said: “Since I set up the club, 
I have met lots of incredible people with touching, beautiful, 
quirky, funny, inspiring, frightening and amazing stories to tell.”

Anyone interested in writing is welcome.

Touching, Beautiful, Quirky, Funny and Inspiring – and Cookies, too!
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Three students from Ashby School made it through to the 
regional semi finals of a public speaking competition, with a 
winning speech on the benefits of cycling. 

James Rucinski, Maisie Ridgeway and Marco Narajos beat off stiff 
competition from two other schools to win the local round of the 
Rotary Youth Speaks competition. 

Main speaker James Rucinski urged audience members to get on 
their bikes. He told a packed lecture theatre that cycling was not 
just for competitors or Olympic cyclists, but a fun, healthy, eco 
friendly, family activity for everyone. 

Teacher Alison Cave, who mentored the winning team, said: “The 
team did extremely well to get to the semi finals and got some 
fantastic feedback from the judges. I was very proud of them.”

Brilliant Oar What!

Kayaker Simone Orme has won gold in the British Indoor Kayak 
Championships. Simone and her three team mates finished first 
in the British Ladies’ 5000 metre Indoor Relay Championship in 
London in November.
The girls managed to win the women’s event in spite of the fact 
that all of them were under 18.

Simone, who is a keen photographer, first took an interest in 
kayaking when she took photographs at Burton Canoe Club. She 
began competing in 2010 after being asked to stand in for an 
absent kayak paddler.

Since then, Simone has joined the club and now completes a 
gruelling training programme of running, swimming, paddling 
and gym workouts seven days a week. She also competes in a 
range of events including four mile marathons and sprint races.

This was the first time that Simone had taken part in the British 
Indoor Kayak Championships, where entrants use rowing-type 
machines instead of paddling on water.

Speakers Talk their Way into Next 
Round

Luke Walker in action

Tough talkers (left to right) Maisie Ridgeway, Marco Narajos 
and James Rucinski.

Motorcyclist Luke Walker is already a trial biking British Champion 
– but now has his sights set on a European title.

Luke, 16, won the Class B Youth National Trials Championship in 
2010, in spite of competing in one race with a broken foot.

The talented trials biker is now preparing to take on the Class A 
Youth Nationals Trials Championship and is hoping to make his 
mark in the European Youth Trials Championship. 

Luke said: “My chances in the European Championship are quite 
good. I am training really hard so I hope I can do well.”

The European Championship will see Luke racing in Italy, 
Germany and the Czech Republic. Last year, he finished in eighth 
place.

Luke began riding trial bikes at the age of eight after seeing a 
programme about the sport on TV. No-one in his family had ever 
ridden a motorbike before.

Working Together is Key Skill
Eye-catching displays were used to showcase students’ talents 
and ideas – and how good they were at working together.  

Working in small groups, Year 10 students were asked to research 
a charity of their choice, come up with fundraising ideas, and 
produce posters and letters to publicise a fundraising event. Their 
work was displayed on boards in the library.

James Rushton, Kieran Vardy and Isa Cashmore compiled one of 
the winning displays.

James, 15, said: “We all took on different roles: one was in charge 
of presentation, another designed the posters, and another 
did the sponsorship forms and letters.  It was fun working on it 
together.”

The exercise was part of the ‘Working Together’ element of the 
Wider Key Skills programme. 

Simone Orme (second from right) with her team mates.

Top Trials Rider Sets Sights 
on Euro Title

James Rushton, Kieran Vardy and Isa Cashmore 
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Mary, Queen of Shots

House Day 2 had a festive theme

Try Something New on House Day 3
The school’s next House Day on 22 March will focus on the theme 
of achievement.

All students will be encouraged to try something new – from 
salsa and karate to knitting. There will also be an ‘It’s A Knockout’ 
tournament, complete with inflatable sumo suits.

Gylby House Manager Nicola Raphael said: “The day is to 
celebrate achievement. Pupils will be celebrating what they have 
achieved so far in school and will also challenge themselves to 
achieve something new.”

The school’s festive House Day in December encouraged students 
to think about the true meaning of Christmas. Activities included 
filling shoe boxes with gifts for children in Romania and making 
Christmas cards for a military rehabilitation centre.

Rebecca used her camera on this photo shoot for Wolsey 
clothing.

Busy Time for Head Boy & Head Girl

It has been a busy few months for Sam Hooper and Annie Berrow 
since taking over the reins as Head Boy and Head Girl.

As student representatives, Sam and Annie were actively involved 
in the interview process to choose the school’s next headteacher.

Later this month, they will again represent the school when they 
travel to Auschwitz as guests of the Holocaust Memorial Trust. The 
pair will then share their findings with the rest of the school at a 
series of special assemblies.

Sam and Annie are also working hard to generate funds for the 
Leavers’ Ball and Yearbook. Events so far have included an ‘open 
mic’ night and a Sixth Form quiz.

Cash-strapped young people from the Ashby area can apply to a 
special fund to help them follow their dreams.

The Mary Smith Scholarship Fund was set up in 1936 to help 
young people from in and around Ashby to pursue their career or 
educational ambitions.

In 2010, former Ashby School student Rebecca McBride was 
awarded £100 by the Mary Smith Fund towards the cost of a 
digital SLR camera for her university course.

The camera enabled Rebecca to produce high quality 
photography, required in the second year of her Fashion 
Promotion course at the Winchester School of Art.

Rebecca said: “My most recent project was to create an 
independent fashion publication, in which much of the focus was 
on self-styled photo shoots so the camera has been incredibly 
useful.”

Application forms for the Mary Smith Fund are available from 
Janet Sketchley at Ashby School or can be downloaded from 
the school website. Completed forms must be returned to Mrs 
Sketchley by Friday 18 March 2011.

Applicants will be asked to attend an interview with the scheme’s 
Governors on Thursday 14 April 2011.

United Approach to Global Issues
Global issues will be tackled by students when they take on the 
roles of United Nations members at a special meeting in April.

Each student will represent one of the 15 member countries of 
the UN in two debates on world issues at a meeting of the Model 
UN Security Council.

Rosie James, 16, who hopes to study Humanitarian Law, said: 
“Events like the model Security Council help me to understand 
how global decisions are made and how the process works.”

All those taking part are members of the Ashby School United 
Nations Youth and Student Association. A non-uniform day 
organised by the Association in February raised money for 
UNICEF to help children in Ghana. 

Annie Berrow and Sam Hooper
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Fireband Sets Contest Alight
Psychedelic Fireband were crowned winners of Ashby School’s 
Battle of the Bands contest. The four-piece – made up of Sam 
Allen, Matt Forrest, Rob Lea and Alex Goodbold – were one of 
seven acts to compete for the title.

Rock band Buried Beneath was named as the runner-up. Third 
place was shared by solo guitarist Ted Claxton and indie rock trio 
Messenger of the Fallen.

Sound and audio engineering and live mixing was carried out 
by Year 11 BTEC Music Technology students as part of their 
coursework.

New Head Prepares for 
Role
When Headteacher Viv Keller-Garnett steps 
down at the end of the Summer term, she 
will be replaced by experienced school 
leader Eddie Green.

You will be Headteacher of Ashby School 
from September 2011. How are you 
preparing for the job? 

I am extremely honoured to be appointed 
the new Headteacher of Ashby School. 
Over the coming months, I will be visiting 
the school on a number of occasions. A 
key purpose of my visits will be to get as 
much information as I can from Mrs Keller-
Garnett so that together we can ensure as 
smooth a transition as possible.

What experience will you bring to the job?

I am currently the Headteacher of a secondary school in Derby 
and, prior to that, was the Headteacher of a small secondary 
school in Nottingham. I bring eleven years of Headship 
experience to the post and, together with the strengths and 
knowledge of the existing leadership team, I am sure that we 
will continue to see Ashby School grow, develop and build on its 
successes.

What attracted you to Ashby School?

The school has so many positive features! However, the welcome 
from staff, students and governors during the selection process 
was an influential factor. The school’s well-ordered community, 

Le francais diplomatique, 
s’il vous plait!
Talented linguists spent a day tackling topical French issues, 
during a visit to the French Embassy in London.  The visit was a 
first for Ashby School and the Embassy, which had never worked 
with a school before.

The Year 13 French students were given a tour of the Embassy, 
learned about different careers in the organisation, and discussed 
some of the main issues it faces, along with the powers it has to 
resolve them.

The students were also asked to put themselves in the shoes of 
Embassy staff, by coming up with solutions to some of the issues.

The whole day was conducted in French, giving students a 
chance to learn a new range of vocabulary, known as ‘diplomatic 
French’.

New Academy Gets Top Tips
Ashby School’s top-rated Gifted and Talented programme is 
helping to shape the experience of students at one of London’s 
newest Academies. Representatives from the Bridge Academy 
in Hackney visited Ashby School to find out about its work with 
gifted and talented (G & T) students.

They were introduced to G & T initiatives such as Flight Club, Tip 
Tops and the Da Vinci programme by Malcolm Salt, the school’s G 
& T Co-ordinator. Ashby School is the only school in the country 
to be awarded triple gold star status by the National Association 
of Gifted Children (NAGC). 

Messenger of the Fallen added a dose of indie rock

and its sense of purpose and drive, certainly 
resonated with me, as did the general desire 
to create the best possible school for our 
young people. 

What would you say to students, parents and 
staff who may be concerned about tough 
times ahead, in terms of spending cuts/ 
curriculum changes etc?

There is no doubt that the financial 
conditions in which the school will be 
operating will be very different from those 
of recent years. Money will be tight and 
there will be difficult decisions to make, but 
the principles which guide us will remain. 
Our resources must be used wisely and 
effectively to ensure that the outcomes for 
our young people are as good as we are able 
to make them. 

What will your priorities be?

My key aim will be to build on the school’s aspirational ethos, 
to help all young people to achieve their full potential and to 
develop into responsible and confident citizens.

As a keen sportsman – I play golf and tennis and go to the gym 
- I am looking forward to seeing the school’s sporting traditions 
continue, along with the many other enrichment activities which 
broaden students’ experiences and opportunities. 

School is about academic success, but it is also about the 
experiences that students take with them for the rest of their 
lives. I hope the opportunities available at Ashby School will 
allow students to have fun, enjoy school and have long and fond 
memories of their time here.

Eddie Green will take over as 
headteacher from September
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Faculty Focus...
English

English is about much more than reading books, says new Head 
of English, Inaayat Hashim.

Mr Hashim, who took over the post in September, wants to 
encourage students to improve their English skills, by taking more 
notice of the language they see around them.

He said: “Revising English skills is not just about reading a book. 
It is about seeing a billboard, for instance, and asking ‘what is the 
purpose of the advert’ and ‘which audience is it aimed at’.”

To help students do this, Mr Hashim has set up target groups for 
Year 11 students who are failing to reach their full potential – and 
is enlisting the support of their parents. Parents are being invited 
into school to find out what they can do to boost their child’s 
performance in English.

Mr Hashim is being supported by new Second in English, Alison 
Cave.

More able students are also being challenged, by the Faculty’s 
new Gifted Student Co-ordinator, Elle Mead. Mrs Mead is already 
having a positive impact on lessons by devising tasks to stretch 
the most able students.

For Year 10 students, a fairer system of GCSE assessment has 
been introduced from this year. Instead of completing coursework 
at home, students are tested on their understanding of a subject 
in classroom-based, controlled assessments.

Ashby School is also working closely with other local schools on 
a joint project to ease the transition from high school to upper 
school. The project will make Year 9 students more familiar with 
the kind of work they are expected to do at upper school, and 
will give Ashby School teachers a better idea of what students are 
capable of, before they arrive in Year 10.

Theatre trips continue to play a vital and popular part in English. 
All tickets for a forthcoming performance of ‘To Kill a Mocking 
Bird’ at Nottingham were snapped up in two days, making it 
the fastest-selling English trip on record. The school has also 
organised outings to see ‘Othello’ at Derby and ‘The History Boys’ 
at Leicester’s Curve theatre.

English students are being encouraged to flex their creative 
muscles in a series of competitions. Nine promising poets will see 
their work published in a regional poetry anthology, while several 
others have had short stories accepted for a compilation of mini 
sagas.

Mr Hashim said: “Competitions like this remind people that 
literature is art. Rather than writing an essay to unpick someone 
else’s techniques, students can create their own.”

A level students act out interpretations from ‘Othello’

Mathematics
More than 120 Year 10 students will sit their GCSE Maths 
examinations a year early this summer, giving them two chances 
to achieve the highest possible grade. 

Many students later choose to re-sit the exam in Year 11 to 
improve their grade. Students are beginning their GCSE learning 
while still at high school – giving them more time to concentrate 
on the rest of the course when they arrive at Ashby.

About 90 students are involved in a pilot project to achieve a 
Dual GCSE, which means they will leave school with a GCSE 
in Methods in Mathematics and a second in Applications in 
Mathematics.

About 90 Year 11 students are being given extra help to 
boost their grades in a GCSE target group. Parents are being 
encouraged to allow children access to the My Maths website and 
a revision CD-ROM at home. Students can also attend after school 
revision sessions on Thursdays.

Sixth Form students are also opting to gain an extra qualification 
by signing up to the Maths Leaders initiative, which uses the 
subject to help young people to develop valuable leadership 
skills. The first group of Leaders completed the programme in 
2010. The second group is now busy devising Maths materials for 
other students. 

Maths Leaders also helped to run the annual Maths Motivational 
Day which this year involved a military theme, along with 
Crystal Maze-type problem-solving. Representatives from RAF 
Cottesmore helped to set Maths-related activities for all Year 10 
students.

Since the Maths Day, a group of Year 11 students - selected 
for their interest in planes or the armed forces - visited RAF 
Cottesmore to see Maths applications in everyday use. The 
visit was so successful that there are plans for a second visit by 
another group of students.

Head of Maths Claire Jackson said: “The trip was so successful 
that the RAF has asked us to go back. The RAF use mathematical 
skills all the time so it was good for the students to see Maths 
applications in use.”

 ‘Maths in The Simpsons’ was the theme of one lecture when Sixth 
Formers attended a day of Maths-based lectures at Cambridge 
University. The visit broadened their knowledge of how Maths is 
used and was also a useful insight into student life.

There was a military theme to some of the 
Maths Day problems
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Humanities
The landmarks of Washington, the battlefields of Belgium and the 
Houses of Parliament were all visited by Humanities students in 
the last 12 months.

A week-long trip to America was the first Stateside visit to be 
organised by the Humanities Faculty. Forty students made 
the journey to see the sights of Washington, Philadelphia and 
New York. Many were studying, or have since gone on to study, 
Government and Politics at A level.

Highlights included the chance to see The White House, the 
Capitol Building, Arlington Cemetery, Ground Zero and the Statue 
of Liberty. They also joined Independence Day celebrations on 
the banks of the Hudson River with more than a million New 
Yorkers.

Year 10 and 11 History students spent an emotional weekend 
visiting the battlefields of Belgium. One student managed to 
locate the grave of a great uncle in a military cemetery. Students 
also found the name of Lieutenant Philip Bent, formerly of Ashby 
School, who was awarded the Victoria Cross in 1918. His name 
appears on the memorial wall to missing soldiers at Tyne Cot 
Cemetery.

The group also attended the Last Post at the Menheim Gate, 
explored an intact trench system, and visited the interactive 
Flanders Field Museum at Ypres.

Year 12 Government and Politics students visited the Houses of 
Parliament. This year, students will again travel to Parliament but 
will also spend time at the Supreme Court and attend a national 
revision conference.

A Religious Studies trip to Rome has been organised for October 
2011.

Geography students consolidated their learning on field trips to 
Stratford and Scarborough. Geography teacher Emily Starkie left 
to take up a new post as Head of Geography and was replaced by 
Lee Shepherd.

In Psychology, Year 13 students will be embarking on a new 
‘active learning’ project – using ‘grassheads’. Students will plant 
grass seeds in different conditions, experimenting with variables, 
such as soil and sawdust. They will then analyse their findings. 
This new approach is designed to teach students about research 
methods in a more fun and memorable way.

Curriculum changes have seen the Citizenship GCSE short course 
replaced by the introduction of Wider Key Skills (WKS). Each WKS 
module is equivalent to three-quarters of a GCSE. All students in 
Years 10 and 11 study WKS, which explore the skills needed in 
Working with Others, Improving Learning and Performance, and 
Problem Solving.

From the Governors…
Specialist Schools Steering Group Report
Technology College Report

Government changes to Education will mean the end of its 
separate Technology College funding from September. However, 
the work that Ashby School has done to drive up standards in 
Maths and Science will help students hoping to achieve the new 
English Baccalaureate.

This term, staff are continuing to target students who need 
extra help to reach their potential in key subjects. In Science, 
the school’s involvement in the local authority ‘Good to Great’ 
programme has helped 50 Ashby students to work towards top 
grades.

Languages College Report

Japanese lessons are just one of the enrichment options available 
to students, staff, parents and Governors. Lessons focus on 
language learning as well as Japanese culture. Sign language and 
Italian lessons have also proved popular with staff, parents and 
students. 

As part of its commitment to a smooth transition between 
primary and high school, Ashby School ran two training sessions 
in January for all primary staff involved in the delivery of French. 
The school will also host a French play for Year 6 students in 
March. 

Curriculum
The new Pathways structure for Year 10 is one of the committee’s 
biggest successes of the last 12 months. Following changes to 
the curriculum, the Pathways diagram gives Year 10 students a 
clear idea of their subject options, at this critical point in their 
education.

The committee has also been working with Governors and staff to 
raise standards of achievement across all Years. This includes new 
initiatives to monitor the progress of Sixth Form students even 
more effectively. Sixth formers are also receiving extra help to 
hone their Study Skills.  

The committee will be closely involved in changes to the 
curriculum, as a result of the Government White Paper published 
in December. Committee members hope to support staff and 
students through what are sure to be challenging times for the 
school.

Finance
The Finance Committee oversees a budget of approximately £9m 
- most of which is spent on staffing. During the last financial year, 
funds have also been set aside for several exciting projects.

These include an impressive £2.6m Boarding House extension 
(partly funded by a government grant) and a £500,000 two-storey 
Humanities and Science building which will be ready for the new 
academic year. 

The school has continued to invest in energy-saving projects, 
including double glazing, roof insulation, low energy light 
replacements and the lowering of ceilings in some classrooms.

Spending on IT facilities has included the purchase of laptop 
trolleys and laptops for use in Science, Humanities and Maths. 
These will operate using the new wireless network system. Funds 
have also been earmarked to update 105 data projectors in 
classrooms. 

Students took an open top bus trip in America

Students took an open top bus trip in America
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Talking Heads
Margarita Rodriguez 
is spending a year 
at Ashby School as 
a Spanish Language 
Assistant. This is the 
first time she has lived 
outside of her home 
country of Mexico.
 
What do you like most about 
England / Ashby?   Ashby is a very quiet place and the people are 
very kind and helpful. Sometimes when I go into a shop, a person 
starts a conversation and asks me where I am from. When I say I’m 
Mexican, they ask me questions. I am glad they want to know a bit 
about Mexico. When I first arrived here, I was surprised to see that 
most of the food is ready cooked. Sometimes I buy this food just 
to try it but the taste is not the same as if you prepare it at home.  
Something I didn’t like at the beginning was the weather. It is very 
cold and windy but now I am getting used to it. 

What do you miss most about home?   I do really miss my family. 
But this is part of the amazing experience I’m having in England.  

How is life different for young people in Mexico?   From an 
educational point of view, there is a big difference. Young people in 
England choose the subjects they want to study, usually related to 
the area they will study at university. In Mexico, most of the young 
people have to study the same subjects. They do not take specific 
subjects until they go to university.

How many languages do you speak? Why are languages 
important?   I speak Spanish because it is my mother language and 
English as a second language. When I was at university I studied 
French for two years. Learning a new language it is very important. It 
allows you to communicate with people from different countries and 
learn about their culture and customs.   

What do you do in your spare time?  I love reading, either in English 
or Spanish. But what I enjoy the most is doing craft work such as 
centerpieces, decorations with balloons, ribbons, candies, clothes, 
flowers, candles, etc. 

If you were stranded on a desert island, who would you choose 
to be stranded with?  I would take a close friend of mine. He lives in 
Mexico and I always enjoy his company. We can talk for hours and hours. 
I think there would be plenty of topics we would talk about until we were 
rescued. 

Choose a book to take with you to your desert island  ‘The 
Alchemist’. I like this book because the story shows how a person can 
get what they want in their life, it doesn’t matter how many times 
they fail during the process. They only need to do their best to reach 
their goals and sooner or later they will achieve it. I always keep 
in mind this phrase: ‘When you want something, all the universe 
conspires in helping you to achieve it.’ 

Tell us something about Mexico that most people in England do 
not know.  I would say most people I have talked to think Mexico is in 
South America. The truth is it is in North America. 

How would you spend a million pounds?  I would divide it into 
three parts. I would donate one third to a charity centre; use one third 
to study for a Master’s degree in England and then travel through 
England and Europe to celebrate; and finally, I would save the last 
third for any unforeseen circumstances in my life.

• 15 March 
Year 12 Geography field trip 
(return on 17 March)

• 16 March
Year 11 theatre trip to 
Nottingham 

• 21 March
Year 12 Oxbridge conference in 
Leicester

• 22 March
House Day

• 24 March
Year 12 ABCE parents’ evening

• 28 March
Year 12 FGHL parents’ evening

• 29 March
Year 12 History trip to London

• 5/6 April
Year 11 scripted Drama per-
formances

• 11 April
Year 13 leavers’ photos

• 12 April
Year 13 Chemistry revision 
conference in Leicester

• 13 April
Year 11 leavers’ photos

• 14 April 
Italy trip departs

• 15 April 
Term ends for Easter break

• 2 May
May Day

• 3 May
Additional day’s holiday for 
Royal Wedding

• 4 May
Students return to school

• 4 May
Higher Education evening

• 6 May
Year 11 ball

• 12 May
Awards evening

• 16 May 
Year 12 study leave begins 
(students must return on 
8 June to begin their A2 
courses, if they wish to stay 
on into Year 13)

• 20 May
Last day for Year 11 
(Exam leave begins on 23 
May)

Diary dates

It’s Wiser to Pay with WisePay
Hundreds of parents have already signed up to use Wisepay - the 
new secure online payment facility - since it was launched last 
term.

Parents can use Wisepay to top up their child’s cashless catering 
account, allowing them to buy healthy meals and snacks from the 
school’s food outlets. Parents can also use the system to see what 
their child has bought and to check their account balance.

Plans are now underway to expand Wisepay by adding an online 
shop with separate sections for each subject area. Parents will be 
able to find items more easily, for instance, by going straight to 
the Science section for Science textbooks. They will also be able 
to make school trip payments and pay other fees.

To use Wisepay, just go to the school website and click Wisepay.

New users can email the school at wisepay@ashbyschool.org.uk for 
a user name and password. The school also welcomes feedback or 
comments from parents at the same email address.


