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Frightening Fundraiser Boosts Charity

Hundreds of Sixth Formers donned 
their most spook-tacular outfits to 
raise money for the Teenage Cancer 
Trust.

Ghouls, ghosts, witches and 
werewolves turned out in force to 
support the Hallowe’en fundraiser.

The Sixth Form Centre was 
transformed into a haunting 
Hallowe’en haven during morning 

registration, complete with apple 
bobbing, creepy cake sales and spine-
chilling tunes.

The event, which was a School Council 
initiative, was organised by Jack Evans 
and Bridie Maloney and raised £354.16 

Prizes for the best costume went to 
Harriet Shaw, for her zombie old lady 
outfit, and fellow zombie Nick Evans.

Band Night Rocks
More than 20 student acts took to the stage to perform at Ashby School’s most 
successful ever gig and open mic night.

The evening included an eclectic mix of music from Led Zeppelin to Abba, alongside 
students’ own compositions. The bill featured soloists, groups, acoustic and amplified 
sets.

Head of Music Nick Walker said: “Students from all Year groups sang and played to 
an exceptionally high standard, resulting in a thoroughly entertaining evening with 
brilliant feedback from the audience.”

Why is Charity 
Success on the 
Cards for this 
Snowman?

See page 2
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As we rapidly approach the end of the 
Autumn term - and now that I have 
been in post for just over 12 months - I 
thought it a fitting moment to reflect on 
the achievements of the last year. 

The examination results in 2012 were a 
huge success at both A level and GCSE. 
Students’ progress at both key stages 
was our best ever, placing Ashby in the 
top 20 per cent of schools at key stage 
4 and with a performance rating of ‘very 
good’ at key stage 5.

In all, 69 per cent of Year 11 students 
achieved at least five GCSEs at A* to 
C (including Maths and English) – an 

increase of six per cent on 2011 at a time 
when results fell nationally. This strong 
showing cements Ashby’s position as 
one of the highest performing schools in 
the county.

School performance tables and the 
revised Ofsted framework place pressure 
on all schools to deliver high quality 
examination results. We were delighted 
to receive such a positive and glowing 
Ofsted report.

If you have not yet read the report, it 
is available via a quick link from our 
website. The strong endorsement of 
all areas of our work gives us great 
encouragement and motivation in our 
ongoing quest to improve the quality of 
education for all students. 

The world of education is changing at 
a rapid pace; the coalition government 
appears set on forging ahead with a 
range of new initiatives. The number of 
schools converting to academy status 
is just one example. On 1 October 
2012, Ashby School officially became an 
academy. We are determined to ensure 
that this move is a positive one for our 
students and, to date, this has certainly 
been the case.

Head-lines

Changes to the curriculum, a new 
examination framework, A level reform, 
new teaching standards and new 
performance tables are just some of the 
huge changes that lie ahead. In addition 
to these, we are looking to revolutionise 
the way we use ICT in learning and 
will be announcing some significant 
developments later this year.

This issue of The Ashbeian gives a clear 
indication of just how much happens in 
a busy school like ours; the range and 
quality of the experiences on offer never 
ceases to astound me.

On behalf of all of the staff and governors 
at Ashby School, I would like to wish you 
a Happy Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year and to thank you for your 
continued support of our very special 
school.  I look forward to seeing you in 
2013.

Eddie Green 
Headteacher

Parliamentary Privilege for Students
Language and politics students were given a rare glimpse of 
the workings of the European Parliament when they travelled 
to Strasbourg to see it for themselves.

The students engaged in debates inside the Parliament 
building with young people from more than 20 other 
European nations. They also got the chance to share ideas 
with their European counterparts.

The trip also included a chance to explore Strasbourg and to 
try out their French in the local shops and market.

Student Josh Insley said: “The trip was  a great opportunity 
to experience a fantastic city and to see how key decisions 
are made at an international level.”

Students Play their (Xmas) Cards Right

School Christmas cards featuring stunning student designs are on 
sale now.

The cards come in three designs - ‘Snowman’ by Chloe Beniston, 
‘Penguin’ by Lucie Tyler and ‘Rooftops’ by Josh Knight.

Cards cost 25p each or five for £1. All proceeds will be divided 
between the House charities. Cards are on sale at reception (A 
and B block) and in the school library.

Prizes will be presented to Chloe, Lucie and Josh for their winning 
designs. The competition to design a school card was sponsored 
by WHSmith.
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The Vinyl Frontier is a Hit
The Cult, The Smiths and The Beatles 
were among the classic artists to be 
given a spin on ‘Bring a Record to 
School’ day.

Staff and students brought in armfuls of 
their vinyl favourites, including Madness, 
The Jam, Fleetwood Mac and even 
Chesney Hawkes.

Days Away for PE Students
Climbing, canoeing, orienteering and 
mountain biking were among the 
challenges facing PE students, during a 
three-day residential course.

Twenty GCSE PE students spent a long 
weekend at the Outdoor Education 
Centre at Skipton - the first time that 
GCSE PE students have taken part in a 
residential course.

Teacher Michael White said: “The 
purpose of the visit was to assess the 
students in a variety of outdoor activities 
and help to boost their practical grades.”

Neil is Karting King

Karting whizz-kid Neil Vincent is 
celebrating after winning the junior 
karting Summer series.

Neil, 15, won two races and came 
second in another to steal the title in the 
last round of the Cov Kart Summer series 
in November.

This was Neil’s second Summer 
series. He finished fourth in last year’s 
tournament but won the Winter series in 
March.

Neil’s sister, Kayleigh, 17, who is in Year 
12, also proved her karting credentials 
this season by winning the junior plus 
category.

Drivers take part in 21 races in each 
series.

Students also looked at a magnified 
image of a record groove and carried out 
a scientific analysis of CDs and vinyl to 
determine the best sound quality.

Students even made their own working 
record players using a piece of A3 paper, 
a sewing needle and a pencil.

The idea (and the record player!) came 
from Head of Music Nick Walker.

Experts from more than 40 different 
careers paths were on hand to give 
advice at the school’s annual careers 
evening.

The event helped students to decide 
on their next move, by bringing them 
face-to-face with a roomful of business 
and educational experts. The visitors 
gave an insight into careers such as 
law, medicine, engineering, mechanics, 
veterinary science, estate agency, 
physiotherapy, accountancy, nursery 
nursing and the armed forces.

Rachel Hall, Head of Careers, said: “The 
careers evening is a great opportunity 
for students  to speak to experienced 
businessmen and women about 
the opportunities available and the 
qualifications they need to progress in 
their chosen careers.”

Careers Evening is Just the Job

High Ash-ievers

Talented hockey umpire Helen Starkey is 
officiating at hockey tournaments across 
the country, after making it onto the list of 
top National Young Officials for the sport.
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Mary Smith Opens for 
Business…

Funding to help students with their 
courses and careers is available from the 
Mary Smith Scholarship Fund. 

In 2012, the scheme helped students 
to fund residential courses, educational 
trips, coaching costs and even stage 
props for a young magician.

The fund is open to anyone under 25 
from the Ashby area. Applications for 
next year’s fund must be submitted by 
Friday 15 March 2013.

Application forms can be downloaded 
from the school website.

…And Alex’s Fund can 
Help, too
Former students can apply for help with 
their university expenses from a special 
fund set up in memory of student Alex 
Grose.

Applicants must show that they can 
demonstrate one or more of the following 
criteria:

•	 Selflessness;

•	 Coping with a serious medical 
condition with dignity and stoicism;

•	 Achievement in the face of personal 
difficulty or disadvantage;

•	 Making a substantial contribution to 
school life, not limited to academic 
endeavour.

To apply, students must have left school 
at the end of Year 13 in Summer 2012 
and be in their first year of university this 
term. For one year only, Year 13 leavers 
from the previous year group – of which 
Alex was a member - can also apply. 

Application forms can be downloaded 
from the school website. The closing 
date is 15 December 2012.

A murder mystery challenge run by 
Sixth Formers helped to inspire young 
scientists at Ivanhoe College.

The 12 Sixth Formers ran the Cluedo-
style challenge for Year 8 students, 
using practical chemistry techniques.

Mandy Coombs, a Science teacher 
at Ivanhoe, said: “The Year 8s 

Success of Murder Challenge is No Mystery

really enjoyed it; they learnt a lot 
about Ashby School, as well as 
about science. I hope we can find 
other ways in which our pupils can 
experience contact with students at 
Ashby School as they are excellent 
role models.”

The event was spearheaded by Marco 
Narajos, Alex Ou and Alex Elliott.

Art students went on a whistle stop tour 
of London art galleries.

The 29 students visited the Tate Modern, 
Tate Britain, Royal Academy, British 
Museum, Saatchi gallery, Victoria and 
Albert and the National History Museum.

As part of their A level Art course, 
students are required to see the work of 
other artists at first hand.

All of the students were asked to 
produce a visual response to the visit 
while they were in London, by decorating 
a shirt or bag to reflect everything they 
saw and did over the weekend.

Artists Visit London Galleries

Magician Stephen Forrest benefitted from 
the Mary Smith Fund in 2012
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Harry Potter and the Sixth 
Form Team
This year’s Student Senior Team is made 
up of Head Boy Brendan Greatorex, 
Head Girl Margharita de Fraja, Deputy 
Head Boy George Lock and Deputy 
Head Girl Carys Gidlow.

Here they outline their first term in office 
and look forward to 2013.

‘As ever, we hope to make being a 
student at Ashby School as enjoyable 
as possible! We are holding fortnightly 
meetings with the House Captains to 
look at new ideas, coordinate events and 
discuss what we can do to improve the 
school. 

We also want to encourage social events 
that include both Year 12 and 13, such 
as the showing of ‘Harry Potter and the 
Goblet of Fire’ at our recent Film Night. 
We intend to hold these regularly, with 
a Christmas themed film planned for 
December.

Due to popular request, the annual 
Sixth Form Christmas Quiz will also be 
returning. Almost 30 teams and 200 
students took part last year, which we of 
course hope to better this time! Mr Mac 
and his tasteful outfits will no doubt play 
a huge part in this.

Most of our proceeds go directly towards 
the Sixth Form, including events such 
as this year’s Prom, which will be held 
at Athena (in Leicester) on 6 July 2013. 
With the help of the House Captains, 
we raised money for the Poppy Appeal 
on behalf of the British Legion and also 
helped disabled/special needs students 
at the annual statutes - we look forward 
to continuing this line of work over the 
year.’

Giant Leap for Holly
Triple jumper Holly Drake is hop (skip, 
and jump)-ing for even greater success 
in 2013, after competing at national level 
for the first time in 2012.

Holly, 15, qualified to compete in the 
English Schools’ Athletic Association’s 
national track and field championships, 
after just six months of triple jump 
training.

New Era at School House
Boys from 14 different countries have 
made their home at School House this 
term – coinciding with a new era in 
boarding house history.

Former Director of Boarding John 
Williams and his wife, Lynne, matron at 
School House, retired in the summer, 
after 20 years’ involvement with the 
establishment.

The couple presided over huge changes, 
including the opening of the state-of-

the-art boarding extension in 2011. 
They saw the number of students rise 
dramatically from six in 1982 to 75 today.

The new Director of Boarding is Xenia 
Elias, formerly John’s deputy.

This term, boys from as far afield as 
Bali, Thailand and Hong Kong have 
enjoyed a range of cultural celebrations, 
including the Moon Festival, Hallowe’en 
and Bonfire Night at Mallory Park. They 
will also go Christmas shopping in York 
before the end of term.

Holly, who finished 19th, said: “I needed 
to jump 10 metres 70 to qualify and I 
jumped 11 metres. Before that, I had 
done long jump and pole vault but triple 
jump is what I have always wanted to 
do.”

House Trip is on Target
An evening trip to Megazone was a hit for students from Ashe. Thirty-two 
students travelled to Derby for the House social outing.
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New Group Unites School 
and Town
Students will show their commitment to 
a cleaner Ashby by helping to remove 
graffiti around St Helen’s Church.

The clean-up is one of the ideas to 
emerge from a new forum, set up 
to forge closer links between the 
school and the local community. The 
Community Cohesion group focuses on 
issues such as truancy and littering, and 
looks at new ways of getting students 
involved in town projects.

The group includes members of the town 
council, the police, street wardens, local 
business people and residents. The next 
meeting will be on Thursday 31 January 
at 1pm. More information is available from 
Mark Bond at m.bond@ashbyschool.org.uk

From the Governors... 
Curriculum
Wide-ranging changes to examination 
qualifications are among the challenges 
facing the Curriculum Committee.

The latest Government overhaul of 
exams, which includes the removal of 
January exams for A level students from 
2014, will require changes in curriculum 
planning.

Over the last year, the Curriculum 
committee has offered its advice and 
guidance on an initiative to develop the 
role of Faculty leaders. Initiatives like this 
help to ensure consistent teaching and 
learning across all Faculties.

Committee members have extended 
their thanks to John Exton, who chaired 
the Curriculum Committee for many 
years, before stepping down as a 
Governor earlier this year. John’s time at 
the helm of the committee coincided with 
many significant changes. 

Paddy O’Brien, Assistant Headteacher 
and Director of Key Stage 4, said: “John 
was always supportive and focused 
upon the needs of students to ensure the 
curriculum met the needs of all. 

“Our new chair, Alison Smith, comes to us 
with an extensive educational background 
and a great enthusiasm for the role. We 
look forward to working with her.” 

Faculty Focus 

Business

Primary school pupils have been helping 
business students with their latest project 
– to design a promotional campaign for a 
fireworks event.

Year 13 Applied Business students took 
examples of their campaign ideas along 
to Ashby Church of England Primary 

School in Burton Road to ask pupils for 
their feedback.

Teacher Suzanne Gray said: “The 
students asked the primary school pupils 
to be their focus group for the project. 
They gathered information about the 
pupils’ customer preferences in terms of 
colour, presentation and what attracted 
them to an offer.”

Six aspiring accountants from Year 12 
were named regional runners-up in a 
national business competition.

Liam MacDonald, Amy Lord, Bennett 
Maraun, Chloe Barnard, Matthew Walls 
and Chris O’Mahoney took second 
place in the BASE competition run by 
accountancy organisation, ICAEW.

Following the team’s success, 
representatives from ICAEW came into 
school to run a similar challenge for all 
Year 12s. Students were asked to take 
on the role of accountants, advising 
businesses on their activities. They were 
aided by four representatives from local 
accountancy firms.

Four students have been chosen to 
take part in the Bank of England Target 
2.0 competition, where they will pit their 
economic wits against other schools to 
come up with ways of keeping interest 
rates at two per cent.

The students 
involved are Alex 
Vale, Max Horn-
Lengridge, Jack 
Weston and Jack 
Stanley. All four 
are interested 
in pursuing a 
degree course in 
Economics.

All students will be 
given the chance 
to enrol in a 
national investment 
challenge. Entrants 

will be tasked to invest £100k of virtual 
money in different companies in a bid to 
achieve the best financial results.

Year 10 students interested in Business 
have been able to opt for GCSE this year, 
rather than BTEC. The GCSE course 
focuses more on entrepreneurial skills 
and setting up a business, and is a better 
preparation for the A level Business 
course.

Year 12 and 13 students will boost 
their exam prospects by attending an 
Economics revision session at Star City 
in Birmingham in December.

Business in Brief
•	 Year 12 Business students gave a presentation to 

show how they would run the ‘Strawberry Fields’ 
music festival, focusing on topics such as target 
audience, marketing and costs;

•	 Travel and Tourism students have been devising 
alternative uses for the open cast coal site at 
Measham. They have been working on a theme park 
idea in Design and Technology with teacher David 
Birchall;

•	 Year 12 Business students visited Drayton Manor 
Park for a talk on marketing and team work.

High Ash-ievers

Budding basketball star Saul Dendie has 
been selected for England trials for the 
second consecutive year. 
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Design and Technology
New equipment is enhancing teaching 
and learning throughout the Design 
department.

A plasma cutter is giving students access 
to the latest technology in engineering 
and product design, while a blast chiller 
in Food Technology allows students to 
cool food quickly to low temperatures.

A touchscreen, interactive TV has been 
installed in the Design corridor, thanks 
to a £1,000 grant from Rolls Royce, 
through the STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) programme.

By touching the screen, students can 
access course and homework resources, 
careers information and details of 
industry links about companies such as 
Rolls Royce and Siemens.

Students can now opt for a new BTEC 
course in Food Hospitality in Year 12. 
The first students to enrol on the course 
put their hospitality skills to the test at 
the school’s open evening in October, 
preparing and serving canapés to 
parents. 

As part of the course, students will be 
expected to organise and run their own 
food event, giving them a chance to 
develop valuable business and event 
management skills.

A curriculum change means that product 
design is now taught to all Year 10 
design students. 

A new leadership programme is giving 
students a chance to shape the future of 
Design. 

Six students from across the school will 
give their views on the Faculty and ways 
in which they think it can be improved.

Head of Design Dan Markham said: 
“We will be asking for their feedback 
on everything from first impressions of 
the Design corridor right down to the 
teaching. This is their opportunity to 
voice their ideas and have a real input 
into how the department evolves.”

Students will remain on the programme 
throughout their time at the school, 
meeting once a month with teacher Matt 
Lowe.

A Design and Technology show will be 
staged for the first time this summer, 
featuring work by students from Ashby 
School and Ibstock and Ivanhoe high 
schools.

The Arts
Arts students have produced some 
headline-grabbing performances in the 
last 12 months.

Highlights included the school production 
of ‘Our House’, an Olympic-themed 
joint schools concert, and a primary 
school literature project bringing together 
musicians, artists and drama students.

Sixty students also took part in the 
school’s annual music trip to Dunfield.

There was a pivotal role for Arts students 
in the Ashby Arts Festival; musicians 
performed at the festival while media 
students helped to promote the event.

Design student Georgia Boulter, 17, was named 
East Midlands’ Young Designer of the Year 2012. 

Georgia Boulter, 17, won the Rotary district 
competition with her architectural model of a dance 
studio which took more than 40 hours to build. 

Each tier of the acrylic model featured a different 
style of dance, complete with figures. 

Georgia, who is studying A level Product Design, 
used CADCAM technology and laser cutters, before 
putting the model together by hand. 

Her project has been shown to Year 12 and 13 as an 
example of the high standards that can be achieved. 

In the run-up to the show, high school 
students will work on design projects 
at special after-school sessions, run by 
Ashby School staff.

The sessions will give high school 
students hands-on experience of what 
is involved in Design and Technology 
at Ashby School, using the latest 
technology. The additional teaching will 
also help to improve their performance at 
high school and in their GCSEs.

Following its popularity in Years 10 and 
11, media studies is now offered as a 
post-16 option.

The Arts department has been working 
on more cross curricular links, including 
a production inspired by the paintings of 
Lowry.

Arts students staged the production 
for Year 11, featuring a performance 
by drama students, songs and music 
written and performed by music 
students, and artwork by school artists.

New Head of Arts Catherine Matthews is 
hoping there will be more similar projects 
over the coming year.

Musicians practise 
at Dunfield
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Talking Heads
Marco Narajos, a Year 13 student, 
talks about MedClub, YouTube and 
Gangnam Style.

Mini Sagas, Massive Achievement
Scores of successful English students have had their mini sagas published in a new national anthology.

Students from all Years were asked to write a short story on a subject of their choice in no more then 50 words. Sixty had their sagas chosen for 
inclusion in the ‘Mini Sagas’ anthology. 

•	 4 December 
Year 11 parents 
evening (FGHL)

•	 12 - 14 
December 
Languages trip 
to Bruges and 
Cologne

•	 18 December 
Carol concert 
at St Helen’s 
Church

•	 19 December 
Senior citizens’ 
carol concert

•	 19 December 
A level 
certificate 
evening

•	 21 December 
School closes 
2pm

•	 8 January 
Spring term 
starts

Diary dates
•	 10 January 9am 

GCSE English 
Language exam 
(all yr 11)

•	 11 January 9am 
GCSE Mathematics 
exam (some 
yr 11)

•	 15 January 1pm 
GCSE Mathematics 
exam (some 
yr 11)

•	 7 February 
Finance evening 
for Year 13 
parents

•	 9 – 16 February 
Ski trip to 
Andorra

•	 11 - 15 February 
(inclusive) 
Half term break

Ashby School’s motto is ‘In Veritate 
Victoria’ (‘Victory Lies in the Truth’). How 
relevant do you think this is? What three 
words best describe Ashby School today? 
The motto’s relevance lies in the truth that 
education can improve lives in the ‘real 
world’, especially in the current economic 
climate. As a student, it is vital to be aware 
of the importance of education and that 
education can really change your life; we can 
all strive to better ourselves, make a change 
for the future and claim our victory.

The three words that best describe Ashby 
School today are ‘progressive’,’ successful’ 
and ‘supportive’.

You are involved in Medical Club. What 
does that entail?  
I founded and run the school’s Medical 
Club, a weekly club for anyone interested 
in Medicine and healthcare. We have 
many debates ranging from the traditional 
ethical debates on abortion to the current 

discussions of the changing role of nurses in 
the NHS. I also write on a medical blog that 
I run with several Medical Club members 
called The MedSchool Project (www.
themedschoolproject.com).

What did you have for breakfast today?  
Half a banana – I woke up late and had to run 
to school, despite school being only a five 
minute walk away!

Tell us something about yourself that 
not many people at Ashby School would 
know. 
I never sleep before midnight, which is 
probably why I am always late to school!

Who are your role models? 
I look up to people who smile through 
hardship, people who have achieved so 
much despite being at a disadvantage. My 
biggest role model is my late friend Harry 
Watson, to whom the House Gardens were 
dedicated after he died in 2009. He was a 
huge fundraiser and was selfless, raising 
thousands of pounds for charities like 
Muscular Dystrophy Campaign, Dogs for the 
Disabled and Rainbows Children’s Hospice. 
Amidst his suffering, he achieved so much, 
and always with a smile!

If you had to spend a month without the 
internet, what would you miss the most? 
Youtube! I would miss all my favourite 
Youtube bloggers – mainly Jenna Marbles 
and Alex Day – as well as cover songs from 
the school’s up and coming singers, Anjli 
Srivastava, Rachel Hogg and Emily Carr.

How would you spend a million pounds? 
I would buy an island and build a beach 
resort on it, which would be open to all my 
friends and family all year round – sigh, if only!

Where do you hope to be in 10 years’ 
time?  
I intend to be a doctor so, after the six-year 
medical course, I hope to be in training to 
become a consultant in a hospital in London.

Sports Students 
Take the Lead
Sports students put their leadership 
skills to the test when they ran a 
basketball festival for primary school 
pupils.

The Year 12 students, who are all 
working towards sports coaching and 
leadership qualifications, led a series 
of basketball skills sessions for the 
Year 6 pupils. They then officiated in 
a series of basketball games between 
the primary schools.  

Do you prefer a book or a Kindle? And 
what are you reading at the moment? 
I am definitely more of a book person. 
Despite having a Kindle, I rarely use it to 
read books. I find that the Kindle’s best use 
is to carry exam papers and mark schemes! 
I am currently re-reading ‘Life of Pi’ by Yann 
Martel.

If you were stranded on a desert island, 
who would you like to be stranded with? 
I would like to be stranded with Korean pop-
star Psy, so that when we’re rescued years 
later, I could be as good as him at dancing 
Gangnam Style.


