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THE ARTS 

GCSE 

3 
THE FACTS 

DRAMA 

Coursework (creating a devised piece and performing extracts from a play) makes up 60%. 
 
Exam (answering questions on a set text and writing a theatre review) makes up the  
remaining 40%. 
 
People who study Drama go on to, acting, journalism, film and television production,  
set/costume/props/make up/visual effects design, working within the gaming industry,  
advertising and marketing, event promotion, directing, producing, camera operators,  
lighting/sound technicians, magazine columnists/editors, event organisers, short/feature  
film makers, teachers, stage management, program coordinators... 
...the list is endless 



1 WHAT IS IT? 

DRAMA 

2 WHY STUDY IT? 

Drama allows students to develop in a number of ways, not only as an actor 
and performer by devising their own work and looking at extracts from 
different play texts, but also as a theatre critic, writing reviews of perfor-
mances and analysing play texts as well as studying a range of different 
theatre practitioners and influential theatre companies. 
 
As a drama student, you will consider all aspects of theatre so  
will also engage with costume, set, lighting and sound design  
giving you a better understanding of a total theatre 
experience. You will have the pleasure of directing your  
classmates....and being directed, a skill that is vital for  
any career in the theatre 

There are wider opportunities to develop, such as acting workshops, 
numerous trips to a variety of different theatres, being involved in 

school performances (both small and large) as well as learning how to 
create a sound track in collaboration with Music, looking at set and props 

design with Art and considering marketing and advertising with Media 
Studies. You can also work alongside Film Studies students, acting in 

their own productions and getting yourself a show reel for your  
trouble, a useful tool for sixth form or college applications! 

“Acting is behaving normally under imaginary  
circumstances” 

 
 – Sanford Meisner 

Drama and Theatre is a subject that has perhaps the greatest range of 
 transferable skills. You will learn how to manage people and become a 

leader, how to monitor and utilise resources and people. How to manage 
time effectively, work under pressure and meet deadlines. You will have to 

be creative, confident and an incredibly effective communicator. You will 
need to be able to empathise with characters, and demonstrate the ability 
to view situations through the eyes of others. Drama gives you the oppor-

tunity to experience the lives of others; from different places, cultures, 
times and contexts. You can become anybody! 
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