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THE ARTS 

GCSE 

3 
THE FACTS 

FILM 

STUDIES 

Component 1: US Film  
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes - 35% of qualification 
This component assesses knowledge and understanding of three US films. Students 
will study Rebel Without a Cause, Ferris Buellers Day Off and Juno. 
 
Component 2: Global Film  
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes - 35% of qualification 
This component assesses knowledge and understanding of three global films  
produced outside the US chosen from a range of options. These will be District 9, 
Tsotso and Attack the Block. 
 
Component 3: Production  
Coursework assessment - 30% of qualification 
This component assesses the ability to apply knowledge and understanding of film to 
a production and its accompanying evaluative analysis. Students produce:  
- One genre-based film extract. 
- Evaluative analysis of the production, students analyse and evaluate their  
   production. 
 
 
People who study film go on to film and television production, journalism, set/
costume/props/make up/visual effects design, directing, producing, acting, camera 
operators, lighting/sound technicians, event organisers, short/feature film makers... 
...the list is endless! 



1 WHAT IS IT? 

FILM STUDIES 

2 WHY STUDY IT? 

Film Studies is exactly that: studying how films create meanings for an  
audience. That can be through the type of shot used, the choice of cos-
tume, the way it is edited and any number of other creative choices. You 
will view both western and international film, and be able to identify how 
each type of national cinema does things differently. You will also get the 
chance to create your own original film, researching first, then coming up 
with ideas, shooting and editing as well as considering sound,  
costumes, location and props. You will also be able to look  
at the film industry, studying its history and development,  
as well as current issues that face the ever-expanding  
entertainment industry today. 

Film Studies gives you the opportunity not only to analyse films and look 
at cinema you perhaps have never experienced before, but also to give 
you a strong understanding of the wider issues and ideas connected to 
a films role in our lives today. Film reflects the world in which we live, so 

through analysis and discussion it is possible to see how directors and 
filmmakers are making statements about global  

issues which affect us all. 

“Your future hasn't been written yet. No ones has.  
Your future is whatever you make it.  

So make it a good one”  
 

– Doc Brown – Back to the Future 3. 1990 

You will be creative, coming up with and making your very own film. 
You will learn about how to compose a shot, how to use 

mise en scene (visual elements) to create meaning for your 
audience. You will also get the opportunity to learn about and  
use editing software to create your filmic vision, screening it to  

your class and other audiences! 
 

There are wider opportunities to develop, such as learning how to 
direct in collaboration with the Drama Department, create a sound 

track in collaboration with Music and advertise effectively in Media Studies. 
The course offers you the opportunity to develop key transferable skills, 

such as problem solving and creativity. Film studies students develop clear  
communication skills, the ability to manage time, people and  

resources effectively and learn to lead a group successfully as well as  
how to be an active and essential part of a team. 


