
Component 1: Physical Systems (22%) Section A • Landscape Systems. Sec-

tion B • Earth’s Life Support Systems.  

Component 2: Human Interactions (22%) Section A • Changing Spaces; 

Making Places. Section B • Global Connections.  

For both these sections: Style of question in examinations: Short-answer, 

medium tariff and extended response questions . There will be options 

within these questions. There is a separate resource booklet. 

Component 3 Geographical Debates :  

Hazardous Earth and Disease Dilemmas (36%) 

Section A - Short-answer and medium length questions 

Section B - Synoptic questions  

Section C - Extended response questions. There will be options within ex-

tended response questions, depending on the two themes taught. Style of 

question in examinations: Short-answer, medium tariff and extended re-

sponse questions and there is a separate resource booklet  

Component 4: Investigative Geography (20%) Non-examined assessment, 

which is an independent geographical investigation conducted by each 

candidate based on primary and secondary data.  
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The course content is designed to help you develop as a geographer and to 

understand the place in which you live globally and locally, encouraging you 

    to grow a deeper understanding of your impact 

     on the world physically and intellectually.  

     The course covers critical issues such as  such 

     as coastal landscapes and the impact of cli

     mate change, natural hazards which  

    are consistently impacting the globe and how  

    diseases and health systems can influence global 

development. But perhaps the most exciting element of the course is being 

able to study independently and create a piece of coursework on a topic of 

your choice that allows you to grow your investigative, presentation, 

analytical and evaluative skills. 

There has never been a better or more important time to study geography. 

With growing interest in issues such as climate change, migration, 

environmental   degradation and social cohesion, geography is one of the 

most relevant courses you could choose to study. Geographers are also 

highly employable. Whatever your passion for the world - fascination with 

landscapes or concerns about inequality - geography will provide you with 

knowledge and transferable skills that will reward you personally and 

advance you professionally.   

You will develop intellectual skills, such as critically evaluating theories and            

  judging evidence to make informed decisions and develop  

   reasoned arguments. Other skills include research skills,

   such as the use of technical methods for the collection and  

  analysis of spatial and environmental data, and undertaking  

  fieldwork; transferable skills, such as teamwork, problem 

 solving; IT skills; communication skills (presentation, writing, debating) 

and personal attributes such as time-management, development of  

     responsibility, coping with uncertainty, self-

reflection, motivation, flexibility, and creativity. 

COURSE CONTENT 

WHY STUDY …? 

This course builds a solid, geographical foundation through popular,   

familiar topics while pushing fthe frontiers of A level geography. It sets the 

tone for future curriculum development in geography, inspiring a love of 

geography for lifelong learning. 

There is a focus on fieldwork as the A level geography specification has 

been designed to strengthen geographical and fieldwork skills gained at 

GCSE and delve more deeply into content. There will be a four day field 

trip which leads to the preparation of an Independent Investigation that 

accounts for 20% of the course. The specification incorporates     

relevant and contemporary issues that have been included      

following consultations with teachers, subject associations            

such as the Geographical Association, higher education,            

employers and consultants. 

The human geography issues that are considered include an   

understanding of the development of places, linked through globalisation, 

how diseases are managed, while physical geography examines coastal 

landscapes, hazardous earth and life support systems. 

This course has been designed to allow geographers       

the flexibility to build programmes that suit their own             

particular interests and needs. Fieldwork and research            

skills are a key feature of the A level. This offers flexibility            

with varying and diverse fieldwork resources and approaches.  

 

COURSE PROGRESSION 

The geography department at Ashby School is well balanced            

with three teachers who are all passionate about their subject  

and this A level sppecification. 

If you have any questions about the A level course or studying geography, 

please contact Laura White (Head of Geography)  

L-White@ashbyschool.org.uk 

FURTHER INFORMATION 


