
Breadth Study 

 The Making of a Super Power: USA, 1865-1975  

 (An Examination worth 40% of the A Level) 

Depth Study 

 The Wars of the Roses 1450-1499 

 (An Examination worth 40% of the A Level) 

Historical Investigation 

 A Non Examined Assessment (NEA) on British Social History 
c1890s-1990s. This should take the form of a  written response 
of approximately 3,500-4,500 words. (This piece of coursework 
is worth 20% of the final grade) 
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1K:The making of a Superpower: USA, 1865-1975 

  Part one: from Civil War to World  
  War,  1865–1920  

Part two: crises and the rise to World Power, 
1920–1975  

2B :The Wars of the Roses, 1450–1499  

Part one: the Fall of the House of Lancaster,   
1450–1471  

Part two: the Fall of the House of York,            
1471–1499  
•The Sun in Splendour': the reign of Edward IV, 
1471–1483  
•The downfall of the Yorkist Monarchy, 1483–
1486 
•The end of the Yorkist Dynasty, 1486–1499 

History teaches us to ask two very important questions: 
why and how. This is key to sharpening your critical     
thinking abilities, which combine analysis, research, es-
say writing and communication skills to help you to 
solve problems and form arguments for debate. 

Historians look at all the available evidence and come to 
conclusions, like a good detective, which helps them 
learn to be organised and manage information. If you’re 
working with ancient history, you may not have a lot of 
source material to go on and it will be up to you to 
bring together all your knowledge and to try and solve 
the mysteries of the past. 

COURSE CONTENT 

WHY STUDY …? 

With an A level in history, you’ll be primed for a huge range of 

careers in law, politics, the public sector, business, marketing, 

journalism, economics, teaching, academia, insurance, social 

research, archaeology and curation.   

If you want to study history at university, you’ll need to take it at  A 

level. The Russell Group also recommends history as an excellent 

subject for keeping your options open when choosing a degree.                               

It can be especially useful for courses that include elements                                                   

of history and essay writing like archaeology, economics,                      

classical studies and modern languages. 

  

COURSE PROGRESSION 

Students are expected to complete regular assignments 
throughout the course. In addition to these assignments, 
students are expected to complete short individual or 
group exercises and class presentations, usually including 
research on a specified topic.  

The need for reading is essential for a successful 

candidate as this will develop knowledge and 

understanding. For Unit 1K, the students use the textbook 

‘AQA A Level History USA 1865-1975: The Making of a 

Superpower’ by Steve Waugh and Peter Clements. For 

Unit 2B the accredited textbook is ‘The Wars of the 

Roses, 1450-1499’ by Jessica Lutkin. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/29/Law
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/179/60-Second-Interview:-Digital-Marketing-Apprentice
https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/204/sas-What-are-Facilitating-Subjects%3F

