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HUMANITIES 



HUMANITIES FACULTY 

Comprehensive revision programmes, academic trips and e-learning 
are all assets within the faculty. Access to a range of ICT facilities  
allows students to develop their learning through a variety of media. 
The Humanities faculty is committed to delivering a high quality  
experience to help prepare students for the next stage of their  
educational journey. 

The Humanities faculty is one of the largest in the school with a 
thriving team of 17 members of staff. All members of the faculty 
are subject specialists and are extremely passionate about the 
subjects they teach. All members of the faculty understand the 
importance of providing a safe and secure learning environment 
where your son or daughter can prosper. 

The staff teaching your son or daughter are enthusiastic, hard-working and student 
focused. They truly believe in trying to achieve the highest possible outcomes for your 

child. I am pleased to lead a faculty that has staff with first class honours degrees, 
some who work for the examination boards, others who participate in local network 

groups to ensure that we provide the best experience in our local area and others who 
give up copious amounts of spare time to lead residential trips to China, Iceland, USA 

and The Battlefields. If your son or daughter chooses to study one of the eBacc      
subjects within the Humanities (Geography or History) or a new and exciting GCSE 

such as Psychology or Philosophy and Ethics, they will be assured of a well-rounded 
and complete experience. Many students opt for one of these paths every year with 
approximately 400 students studying a subject within the Humanities faculty in each 

KS4 year group. 
  

Within the faculty, we lead the PSD (Personal & Social  
Development) course which enables students to develop the  

knowledge, skills and attributes they need to keep themselves  
healthy and safe, and prepare for life and work in modern Britain.  

PSD covers relevant issues, such as abuse, drugs, the impact of the  
internet, the dangers of extremism and radicalisation, sex and relationship 

education and the importance of physical activity and diet for a healthy  
lifestyle. This course will help to equip your son or daughter for life beyond 

school. As the Head of Faculty, it is my underlying vision to provide an  
experience that allows all students to achieve. I sincerely hope that we can  
welcome your son or daughter into the faculty in September and provide 

them with the experience both inside and outside of the classroom to     
enable them to achieve their true potential. 

 
Miss V. Procter 

Head of Humanities Faculty 
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GEOGRAPHY 

WHAT IS IT? 
2 WHY STUDY IT? 

3 THE FUTURE 

Geography is one of the most exciting, relevant and valuable subjects that you 
can study.  
 
Geography includes the study of global warming, sustainable food production, 
natural disasters, the spread of disease, reasons for migration and the future of 
energy. These are some of the great challenges facing the next generation of 
geographers. The course allows you to engage directly with the subject by  
carrying out your own field work and data collection.  
 
Geography encourages students to develop an immense  
range of transferable skills from statistical analysis to  
essay writing. The new specification places emphasis  
on academic rigour, with many links to other subjects  
including maths, biology, chemistry and English. 

‘An understanding of the natural world and what's in it is a 
source of not only a great curiosity but great fulfilment’  

 
David Attenborough 

More than 230,000 pupils studied a GCSE or A Level in Geography last 
year. The rising numbers of candidates studying Geography at GCSE, A 

level and university show there is no better time to be studying this       
enjoyable, exciting and highly relevant subject.  

 
It is part of the academic group of English Baccalaureate GCSE subjects and 

the Russell Group of universities has recognised A level Geography as one 
of their preferred ‘facilitating subjects’; which supports an application into a 

wide range of undergraduate courses. 
 

Geography results at Ashby School are consistently high with 65% of    
students achieving grades 9 - 4 in 2020. We have four specialist  

teachers with a wide range of experience, including those  
with experience of exam marking. Lessons are designed to  

be engaging and focused on elements that are fun  
and at the same time allow you to develop skills and  

progress to achieve your full potential. We  
have great ICT facilities in each dedicated  

Geography teaching room. 

Geography graduates experience some of the highest levels of  
graduate employment. Geography allows you to work in every sector 

of the economy including the City, local businesses, not-for-profit 
organisations, leading highly relevant research or as key decision 

makers in local and national government. Specific examples include 
planning, surveying, agriculture, police and management schemes, to 

name a few. 
 

As a student, you will become more enlightened about the future  
and how to shape it. You will have a well-respected academic  

qualification. 
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HISTORY 

THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT 

2 STUDENT SUCCESS & PROGRESSION 

3 GCSE COURSE 

We believe that students are naturally curious about the past. This curiosity is often nurtured 
at primary and high schools and by the time they arrive at Ashby School most students are 
naturally ready to begin investigating and analysing the subject at a higher level of study.  
 
As part of the English Baccalaureate (EBacc), History is a highly-regarded academic subject 
and occupies a well-respected position within the GCSE curriculum. The History department 
takes pride in the fact that the History GCSE is consistently one of the most popular GCSE 
options within the school’s curriculum; with high retention rates and achievement continuing 
at A level.  
 
At Ashby School, we enjoy bringing the past to life through a variety of innovative and    
creative teaching and learning experiences. We aim to encourage students to utilise and 
develop their existing historical knowledge, while at the same time providing opportunities 
for young minds to study a range of new and engaging topics.  
 
The subject is taught by three dedicated subject-specialist teachers with a wealth of 
knowledge, experience and passion for their subject. The department is well equipped with a 
range of resources to support students in their education. This includes the latest editions of 
textbooks and associated materials for the new GCSE course, as well as access to the faculty’s 
dedicated banks of laptops.  
 
We encourage and challenge students to achieve their full potential which, when combined 
with their own determination and commitment, leads to success and achievement. We feel 
that the study of History is a significant element of the curriculum as it provides the link   
between the past, the present and the possibilities of the future. 

History has clear pathways for allowing students to continue with their own personal  
development and progression. It is testament to the subject’s popularity that many  
students often seek to continue their study of History beyond the GCSE course.  
Students frequently develop this even further, with students recently reading history  
at Oxford and Cambridge. 
 
Historians are also well-prepared for employment, with particularly good  
writing skills, that transfer easily into a variety of career paths. A GCSE  
in History opens the door to a range of jobs in a variety of areas,  
which could include the media, business, politics, education  
and law. 

We consciously offer a range of topics to creatively engage young minds and facilitate a 
detailed understanding and analysis of the past. In Year 10 students develop their            
understanding of the Modern World, through an analysis of Conflict and Tension             
Internationally from 1894 to 1918 and a depth study on Russia 1894-1945. In Year 11 students 
will study Britain: Health and the People c1000 to the Present Day and Medieval England – 
The Reign of Edward I, 1272-1307.  

The History GCSE is highly prized by both universities and employers because of the skills 
associated with the subject. Students are encouraged to analyse a variety of historical  
evidence, both written and visual, in order to develop potentially complex investigations and 
make reasoned judgements. History students develop the ability to analyse and evaluate 
effectively; think deeply about a subject or controversy; develop convincing arguments and 
communicate clearly.  
 
The cross-curricular nature of the History GCSE lends itself to a natural partnership with  
other subjects, both within and beyond the Humanities Faculty. A rational and analytical 
mind-set combines well with science and psychology-based subjects while the frequent  
opportunities for extended writing allow students to develop and utilise skills and techniques 
from their English Language studies. 
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PSYCHOLOGY  

WHAT IS IT? 

2 WHY STUDY IT? 

3 COURSE INFORMATION 

4 CAREER OPTIONS 

Psychology at GCSE is 100% examination - based, with students sitting two  
examinations totalling three hours, 30 minutes. At Ashby School, students  

follow the AQA course and study the following topics:                                                                        
 

• Memory – how good is your memory? 
• Perception - do we all perceive information in the same way?  
• Development - how do we learn?  
• Research methods - how do we conduct research? 
• Social influence – why do we obey authority? 
• Language and thought - what is the relationship between  
  language and thought?  
• Brain and neuropsychology - what is the nervous system? 
• Psychological problems - how do we define mental health? 

There are a range of careers which Psychology can lead you into.  
Some of these include:  

 
• Forensic psychology – exploring what makes people commit   
   crimes and treating offenders in prison  
• Sports psychology – helping amateurs and top professionals  
   deal with sporting injuries, reduce nerves, control aggression     
   and improve concentration 
• Clinical psychology – working with and planning a treatment  
  programme for people who have psychological difficulties       
  such as anxiety and depression 
• Educational psychology – assessing and working with children  
  and young adults with learning difficulties  

GCSE Psychology is an extremely popular subject, chosen by a 
growing number of students every year. It is also the most popular 
humanities subject at A level. In Summer 2019, we got the best  
results in the school at GCSE, with 83% of students achieving 
grades 9-4. 
 
The Psychology department was one of the first to introduce e-
teaching and electronic textbooks, making teaching and learning 
more diverse and stimulating.  
 
Are you interested in understanding human behaviour? Do you 
want to know about certain psychological problems like depression 
or OCD? Would you like to learn more about child development? 
 
We have three highly qualified teachers, who bring a range of skills 
and are all enthusiastic and passionate about teaching Psychology. 

Psychology is the study of human behaviour and the way in which 
the human mind works. It is an academically challenging scientific 
discipline, which couples well with the disciplines of biology and 
mathematics. 
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PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS 

WHY CHOOSE PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS? 

2 GCSE COURSE 

3 LEARNING & TEACHING 

4 PROGRESSION FROM THE COURSE 

Socrates rightly claimed that: ‘The unexamined life is not worth living’. A vital part of what 
makes us human is the ability to question how we think and why we hold certain beliefs. 
This course takes the methods and tools of philosophical and ethical enquiry and applies 
them to contemporary beliefs and values, helping students to understand how we see  
ourselves in the world. Philosophy and Ethics is an exciting and practical subject which 
looks at making sense of decisions, consequences, human beings and human life. It     
challenges assumptions and ideas to see if they still stand up as relevant and meaningful. 
 
In this established and experienced department, students are given the opportunity to 
discuss, debate and analyse challenging topics that face the world today. Students consider 
big questions such as ‘Is there a meaning and purpose to life?’ and ‘Why do we live as we 
do?’. They also cover key ethical issues such as abortion, euthanasia, human rights, social 
justice, crime and punishment. Throughout the course, students explore different view-
points, as well as expanding their own. They develop key skills such as comparison, analy-
sis, evaluation and essay writing.  Students are stretched, challenged and encouraged to 
express their views. 

Philosophy: 
• The philosophical study of beliefs, teaching and practices 
 
Ethics: 
 Relationships and Families 
 Life and the Universe 
 Peace and Conflict 
 Crime and Punishment 
 Human Rights and Social Justice 
 
Students will sit two exams at the end of Year 11, each worth 50% of the qualification. 

The department has well-equipped facilities with access to the latest AQA textbooks,    
topical DVDs and laptops. Lessons are well-planned, varied, challenging and       enjoyable, 
and include discussions and debates to allow students to explore their own  ideas and in-
crease their confidence. Specific exam technique is also taught to enable    students to 
attain the highest grade they possibly can in the examination. 
 
The themes chosen are designed to cover a broad range of issues from the beginning to 
the end of life and all that happens in-between. This variety makes Philosophy and Ethics a 
compelling subject to study. 

Students may continue studying Philosophy and Ethics at A level where they are able to 
explore concepts in depth and further develop their analysis and evaluation skills. It is very 
gratifying to see many of our students going on to study and be successful at Russell 
Group universities, including Oxford and Cambridge. 
 
A qualification in this subject is valuable for a wide range of careers, such as law, medicine, 
care and social work, journalism, the civil service, the police force and teaching. 
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BUSINESS 

COURSE INFORMATION 

2 STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE 

3 PROGRESSION FROM THE COURSE 

4 ASSESSMENT 

If you choose to study A level Business you will have the opportunity to 

take part in National Business competitions such as BASE accountancy 

and Target 2.0.  Many A level students go on to study Business at       

university. 

Year 10  

GCSE  

Theme 1: Investigating Small Business, which covers enterprise, making the start-up effective 

and putting the business ideas into practice.  

Cambridge National in Enterprise and Marketing, Unit 1: Enterprise and Marketing Concepts 

(external exam). In this unit, students will understand the main activities which must  

be completed to start up a business. 

Year 11  

GCSE  

Theme 2: Building a Business which covers marketing, customer needs, financial management 

and human resource decisions.  

Cambridge National in Enterprise and Marketing 

Unit 2: Design a Business Proposal (coursework). In this unit, students design a product to 

meet a business challenge. 

Unit 3 Market and Pitch a Business Proposal (coursework). 

In this unit students will create a brand identity and promotional plan for their business  

proposal. 

 

 

These popular courses (GCSE & Cambridge National) aim to develop students’      

understanding of business and encourage creative thinking and decision making. 

Students learn about the world of business through research and investigation as 

well as practical tasks. Students are not expected to have a knowledge of business 

but should be interested in learning about the world around them, how businesses 

are set up and what it is that makes someone a great entrepreneur. Business Studies 

staff will be able to guide students as to which course is most appropriate for them. 

Internal Assessment 

Cambridge National Units R065 and R066 are both centre-assessed tasks and will be practical 

tasks set in the context of the OCR set assignment. 

 

External Assessment 

GCSE Business will be assessed through two written exams of 90 minutes each. Both papers 

will consist of calculations, multiple choice, short answer and extended writing questions. 

 

Cambridge National Unit R064 

Will be assessed by a 90 minute exam paper consisting of 16 multiple choice questions, short 

answer and three extended writing questions. 


