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THE ARTS 

GCSE 

3 
THE FACTS 

MUSIC 

Coursework (Performing and Composing) makes up 60%. 
 
Exam (Listening and Appraising) makes up the remaining 40% 
 
People who study Music go on to both Music and Music Technology A levels, higher  
education courses at University or specialist Music Colleges, composing, performing,  
audio engineering, to become technicians, instrumentalists, DJs, mixers, music  
journalists, work on sound in film, theatre and television, working in radio,  
conducting, ......the list is endless! 



1 WHAT IS IT? 

MUSIC 
2 WHY STUDY IT? 

GCSE Music is exactly that: it is a way for you to develop a greater knowledge of 
music. You will experience a range of different forms, that will in turn influence 
you to create your own musical style. You will be able to identify different types 
of music and discuss their purpose, construction and impact on an audience. 
You will be more familiar with musical terminology and will have a greater un-
derstanding of music as a subject and as a vital part of any society. 
 
You will also be able to look at music from a range of different  
countries and time periods, which will allow you to develop  
a deeper and more meaningful understanding of how music  
documents culture and society of the time of its creation 

Studying Music GCSE allows you to explore an incredibly diverse selection 
of music, looking at an astonishing amount of different styles, time peri-

ods, instruments and focuses. You will explore different cultures and lives 
through the music that expresses them. You will develop as a musician, 
taking influence from your wider studies and creating your own, unique 

musical style. 
 

You will be creative, coming up with and making your very own 
 compositions that reflect you as a musician. You will develop 
 skills in the instruments and styles you love, as well as being  
able to develop new areas of interest and find a passion for  

music you didn’t even know existed! You will become a  
confident and effective performer, which in turn will  

make you a more confident and capable person! 
 

 

“After silence, that which comes nearest  
to expressing the inexpressible is music.” 

 
- Aldous Huxley 

There are wider opportunities to develop, such as learning about how to  
construct an effective and emotive sound design in collaboration with the  

Drama Department, create a sound track in collaboration with Media in 
order to build an advertising campaign as well as getting the audience 

jumpy by creating a sound track for Year 12 horror films in Film Studies. 
The course offers you the opportunity to develop key transferable skills, 

such as problem solving and creativity. Music students also have clear 
communication skills and the ability to plan how to use time, people and 

resources effectively. They can also lead a group successfully as well as 
being an active and essential part of a team while building confidence and 

musical skill. 


