
3 
THE FACTS 

Coursework: (A Portfolio of work that covers a range of digital and traditional photographic 

image making) which contributes 60% of the A level grade. 

 

Exam: (A unit of work that responds to a range of exam board set themes) which contributes 
40% of the A level grade. 

 

Students who study photography could move onto the fields of photo journalism,  

documentary photography, fashion, portraiture, wedding, commercial, advertising,  

film making, freelance photography, scientific photography, forensics, magazine editor,  

television camera operatives, music and events photography and more. 
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1 
WHAT IS IT? 

2 
WHY STUDY IT? 

Photography is a creative subject that allows those who study it 

to explore a visual language that communicates to a broad range 

of audiences. Students learn the technical skills to be able to take 

a range of different types of photographs, from still life, studio, 

landscape and portrait photography, to using studio lighting, 

natural light, camera techniques. Students also look at different 

genres and styles of photography.  

There will be a range of ways to develop as a photographer within 

and beyond school. There will be chances to document local  

community gatherings and school activities for publicity purposes. 

You may take part in workshops at local photography studios,    

darkrooms and participate in student exhibitions showcasing work 

produced over the course.  

Students will work in a range of ways to develop their own style of  

photography. They will learn camera technical skills along with how to 
compose a picture effectively. There will be first hand experience of 
photographers’ work via exhibition visits. Trips will allow students to  

explore and capture a range of city and rural subject matter. Year 12 will 
allow the students to explore a range of photographic approaches while 
Year 13 is an opportunity for students to refine their skills based on a 
theme of their choice. 

Photography encourages students to engage creatively in a way  

that is very accessible to them. It is a very  

popular form of image making that is one of the largest  

specialisms across the country in both educational settings and as a 

career.  The skills learnt over the course are transferrable. They will 

learn to meet a clients’ needs, constructively criticise themselves and 

others, as well as learning how to work both independently and as 

part of a team, along with meeting deadlines, organisation and lead-

ership skills. This course combines creativity, composition, practical 

skills and a sense of analysis.  

  

“The best thing about a picture is that it never changes, even 

when the people in it do.” — Andy Warhol 

PHOTOGRAPHY 


