
Remote education provision: information for parents  

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to students and parents or carers 

about what to expect from remote education where students are self-isolating or national or local 

restrictions require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.  

The remote curriculum: what is taught to students at home 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day or 
two of pupils being sent home? 

 

Ashby's Virtual School 

 Ashby's Virtual School has been launched in response to the evolving 
Covid-19 situation and to support any context from a student in self 
isolation to a national lockdown. This digital initiative has been set up 
to enable students to continue their learning, even when they are not in 
school, because of Covid-19 or other illness. 

 It can be accessed through the Portal which appears at the bottom of the 
homepage. Guides to using the Virtual School and Microsoft Teams can 
also be found on the website. The platform means students can access 
online teaching materials to support their learning and delivery of the 
curriculum.  

 New learning and teaching materials will be regularly uploaded to the 
digital platform, ensuring a consistent learning experience so all students 
can benefit from the school’s expertise. It will also give students the 
opportunity to practise or revise areas they have previously covered in 
school and identify areas where they need extra support. 

 Microsoft Teams will be used where possible to ensure that a student in 
self isolation can access the live lesson. In the event of a bubble working 
remotely or a national lockdown we aim to deliver at least 50% of curricu-
lum time via Teams.  

 Other learning platforms we are using are 

 GCSE Pod 

 Oak Academy 

 SAM Learning 

 Hegarty Maths  

 Masolit 

   

 

http://portal.ashbyschool.org.uk/
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Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the 
same curriculum as they would if they were in school? 

 

Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take 

students broadly the following number of hours each day: 

Key Stage 4 5 hours plus any revisiting and revision 

required to embed knowledge 

Key Stage 5 5 hours plus any revisiting and revision 

required to embed knowledge 

 

Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education you are providing? 

 

 As all of our students are following exam courses with clear specifications, we teach 
the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and appropriate.  

 We have needed to make some adaptations in some subjects. For example, we may 
have adjusted our approach to practical elements of Arts and Design courses to deliver 
theoretical aspects which are more straightforward to teach remotely 

 In the event of a bubble working remotely or a national lockdown we will also deliver a 
weekly Form period, Personal Development sessions and offer motivational and 
wellbeing webinars with Cameron Parker 

 

 All of our remote education offer is in Ashby Virtual School which is accessed via our 

website 

 Students have had training in how to access the system and instructions are also on 

the website. Teachers, Pastoral teams and our Network Service team are all available 

to support if required.  
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If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support them 
to access remote education? 

We recognise that some students may not have suitable online access at home. We take the 

following approaches to support those students to access remote education: 

 

 

Laptops 

 Parents/carers of all students eligible for the Pupil Premium grant have been 
sent an email to gauge their technology requirements and products have been 
distributed accordingly – please contact d.tolley@ashbyschool.org.uk or, in the 
absence of email, telephone school and leave a message for Mrs Tolley, should 
you require further support 

 A laptop will be lent to any student who needs one in order to access remote ed-
ucation. Parents/carers of students not eligible for the Pupil Premium grant who 
require a laptop loan should email c.matthews@ashbyschool.org.uk or, in the ab-
sence of email, telephone school and leave a message for Mrs Matthews 

 A laptop will be made available for collection from main school reception the fol-
lowing day (weekdays) 

 Parents/carers will be asked to sign a ‘Student Device Contract’ 

Internet Access 

 Prior to 12th January, students who are eligible for the Pupil Premium fund and 
did not have fixed broadband at home were provided with a 4G wireless router. 

 From 12th January, we can request mobile data increases for students who: 

o do not have fixed broadband at home 

o cannot afford additional data for their devices 

o are experiencing disruption to their face-to-face education 

 Parents/carers should email d.tolley@ashbyschool.org.uk to request a mobile 
data increase or, in the absence of email, telephone school and leave a message 
for Mrs Tolley 

All students should therefore have access to a computer/laptop and online access, so 
should not need any printed materials due to not having online access and should be 
able to submit all work to their teachers online. 

 

mailto:d.tolley@ashbyschool.org.uk
mailto:c.matthews@ashbyschool.org.uk
mailto:d.tolley@ashbyschool.org.uk
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How will my child be taught remotely? 

 

 Whether students are attending Ashby School in person or remotely teachers will work 

hard to follow the process of Expert Teaching.  

 Teachers will continue deliberately plan their practice, have high expectations and set 

appropriate challenge. Students will acquire and apply new knowledge and skills and will 

be revisiting and recapping to embed prior learning. They will be asked questions and 

encouraged to answer and ask questions themselves. They will have quality feedback to 

ensure they continue to progress.  

 The approaches we will use to teach students remotely will range from   

 Curriculum content and lesson set in Ashby Virtual School 

 Live teaching via Teams 

 Digital learning platforms (GCSE Pod, SAM Learning, Hegarty Maths, Masolit)  

 Recorded teaching (e.g. Oak National Academy lessons, video/audio recordings made by 
teachers) 

 If required printed paper packs produced by teachers and textbooks and revision guides 

 Commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas, 
including video clips or sequences 

 Long-term project and NEA work and appropriate planned internet research activities  
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Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as 
parents and carers should provide at home? 

 

 At Ashby School the expectation is that all students engage in remote education. 

 This is an expectation that has been shared with all our students through their form 
tutor. 

 This has also been communicated to all parents through letters and emails. 

 To make this easy for both students and parents, students are expected to follow their 
normal ‘in school timetable’ during remote education. 

 As previously outlined remote lessons will be varied and will include live lessons and 
pre-set work on the Ashby Virtual School. 

 To assist students in accessing remote education all students have received training by 
their form tutor demonstrating how to access the systems. 

 A copy of these instructions and parent user guides are also available on 
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/ashby-s-virtual-school 

 The Pastoral Team will also work with parents who need greater assistance in support-
ing their son/daughter to access remote education. 

 The Pastoral Team can be contacted by e-mail on: 

Year 10 query: m.smith@ashbyschool.org.uk 

Year 11 query: t.rees@ashbyschool.org.uk 

Sixth form query: v.rundlebrown@ashbyschool.org.uk  

https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/ashby-s-virtual-school
mailto:m.smith@ashbyschool.org.uk
mailto:t.rees@ashbyschool.org.uk
mailto:v.rundlebrown@ashbyschool.org.uk
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How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I be 
informed if there are concerns? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 At Ashby School we have a variety of systems that will be utilised to track and monitor 
the attendance and engagement of our students with remote education. 

 Bromcom registers will be taken during every live lesson. 

 Students who miss lessons will receive a next day parental phone call to ascertain the 
reason why. Phone calls will be made by the Pastoral Team who will be closely moni-
toring overall attendance during remote education. 

 If this is a repeated absence, the teacher or a member of the faculty will also contact 
parents to address this with them. Contact may include an e-mail or a phone call 
home. 

 If a student continues to not engage in their remote education this will escalate to a 
parental phone call from the Head of Year or Assistant Headteacher.  

 If lack of engagement is due to not having an appropriate place to work at home, stu-
dents will be invited to work within school, in line with the national guidance. 

 If parents require any further support the Pastoral Team can be contacted by e-mail 
on: 

Year 10 query: m.smith@ashbyschool.org.uk 

Year 11 query: t.rees@ashbyschool.org.uk 

Sixth form query: v.rundlebrown@ashbyschool.org.uk  

mailto:m.smith@ashbyschool.org.uk
mailto:t.rees@ashbyschool.org.uk
mailto:v.rundlebrown@ashbyschool.org.uk


7 

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for 

individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via digital 

platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many others. Our approach to feeding 

back on student work is as follows: 

 

Additional support for students with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from 
adults at home to access remote education? 

We recognise that some students, for example some students with special educational needs and 

disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at 

home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents 

and carers to support those pupils in the following ways: 

 We aim to continue to provide good quality feedback at least once a week  

 This will follow the process of Expert Teaching and could be to the individual 

student or whole class  

 We will continue to refer to our feedback policy and ensure “Feedback causes 

Thinking” and allows the student to be clear on what they have done well, and the 

next steps required to progress  

 Feedback opportunities to provide this could be via  

 Teams (Expert Teaching - specifically questioning)  

 Email dialogue  

 Explanation, instructions and proforma   

 Learning Platforms e.g. Hegarty  

 Marking (as a written form of feedback) 

 Teams sessions will end with a 5 minute plenary where the teacher is available for 

individual feedback if required 

 

In this section, please set out briefly: 

 the methods you will use to assess and feed back on pupils’ work 

 how often pupils will receive feedback on their work 
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Remote education for self-isolating pupils 

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their remote 
education differ from the approaches described above?  

 

 Lessons continue to follow students school timetable to maintain a routine. 

 Teachers continue to use Expert Teaching to support pupils needs.  

 If required printed packs of school work will be provided. 

 Additional class teacher support through TEAMS and emails where required. 

 Form tutor 1:1 TEAMS sessions with students.   

 Regular contact home from a member of the SEND team to offer guidance and support. 

 Bespoke learning and mentoring support for pupils with EHCP’s and significant SEND 

needs. 

 In school support in Lockton House for students with EHCP’s and significant SEND needs. 

 If parents require any further support the SENDCO can be contacted by e-mail on: j-

gibson@ashbyschool.org.uk 

 

 Ashby Virtual School was launched in September 2020 in response to increasing 

numbers of individual students need to self-isolate where most of their peer group 

remained in school. The content inputted every two weeks is planned and well-

sequenced to align or compliment the curriculum taught in school.  

 Microsoft Teams will be used where possible to ensure that a student in self isolation 

can access the live lesson.  


