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GCSE Science Trilogy (8464) 
 
This is a two-year linear course starting in September of Year 10 and examined 
in the Summer term of Year 11.   
There will be six written examination papers: two Biology, two Chemistry and two Physics.  
Each paper will be one hour 15 minutes.  
Students will have the opportunity to sit the higher or foundation tier.  
There is no coursework element.  
The examinations will test students on the 16 required practical investigations that  
have been set by the examination board. 
 
GCSE Separate Science (as an option) – Biology, Chemistry and Physics (8461, 8462 and 
8463) 
 
This is a demanding two-year linear course starting in September of Year 10 and examined 
in the Summer term of Year 11. Students who have shown exceptional aptitude for science 
in Year 9 may take this course using one of their option choices.  
For this more demanding GCSE route, there will be six written examinations: 
two in each subject with each paper lasting one hour 45 minutes. 
There is no coursework element. The examinations will test students on  
the 24 required practical investigations that have been set by the examination board. 
 
For further details see: www.aqa.org.uk 



1 WHAT IS IT? 

MEDIA STUDIES 

Media Studies allows you to investigate the way our world, its events and its 

people are represented. By looking at a variety of ‘media texts’ such as film 

marketing, television, news, print, online sources and radio, you will get the 

opportunity to explore how audiences are manipulated into thinking a         

particular way. 

 

Media Studies combines creativity with theory and allows you to  
create your own products for a clear purpose. You will be  
able to make decisions like how you use colour and  
image that will influence the audience and get them  
thinking just the way you want! 

1 COURSE INFORMATION 

At Ashby School, we have a team of 19 experienced science teachers, teaching within 
their own specialisms, supported by an excellent team of technicians and support staff. 
We have superb laboratory and ICT facilities and a track record which is the envy of  
science faculties across the region; we have been in the top 20% of all schools nationally 
for progress in science for the last four years. 
 
A good understanding of science has never been more essential than in today’s  
increasingly technological society. A good grounding in science is key to a vast range of 
careers: engineering, medicine, architecture, vehicle mechanics, food hygiene etc.  
 
At Ashby School, we enable all students to make good progress in science through high 
quality teaching incorporating as much practical science as possible. Our curriculum is 
broad and interesting, incorporating all three sciences to enable our students to better 
understand the world around them.  
 
Ashby School is the ideal place for young scientists to develop their potential. 

2 PROGRESSION FROM THE COURSE 

For students wishing to study science at a higher level, Ashby School science faculty has 
a thriving sixth form which offers Biology, Chemistry and Physics at A level.  
 
Each subject received more than 100 applicants for entry into Year 12 this year 
 - a testament to the quality of teaching and outcomes. A large number of  
our students go on to secure places to study science-based subjects at  
university, including the most competitive institutions such as Oxford  
and Cambridge and on the most competitive courses such as  
medicine, dentistry and veterinary science.  

3 STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE 

All students on the combined science course will have 10 lessons of science each       
fortnight, delivered by three teachers, each within their own specialism of Biology, 
Chemistry or Physics.  
 
Most students in science will follow the AQA GCSE Trilogy course which covers all three 
sciences and leads to two GCSE qualifications. Students achieving good grades in this 
double GCSE science are eligible to progress to study science at A level at Ashby School 
Sixth Form.  
 
Students who show exceptional aptitude for science during Year 9 can opt to study for 
three separate GCSEs in science as an option. This triple science course is taught by     
specialist subject teachers over 15 lessons using one of their option choices.  


