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Welcome to the fourth edition of our half termly Sixth Form newsletter designed for parents. This edition 

looks back at the end of the last academic year as well as looking forward at what is planned for students for 

the start of this academic year. Welcome to new Year 12 parents and we hope that you find this newsletter 

informative and useful. I also hope that you have all had a wonderful summer and have managed to enjoy 

the glorious weather. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself as the new Director of Post 16 at Ashby School. After 

working at Ashby School and in particular in the Sixth Form for a number of years, I am very excited about 

taking on this role to support our students to succeed in all that they do. I hope that they will become further 

empowered to learn new material as well as to take on additional opportunities offered throughout their 

time at Ashby School. 

 

I would like to draw your attention to the topic that has never been far from our minds for the past year 

and a half, that of COVID-19. We must remember that this disease is still very much around and it is vital 

that we continue to take precautions to keep both our school and the wider community safe. You will be 

aware that we have recently decided to increase our precautionary measures in school and that masks are 

once again compulsory when moving around the school and in communal areas. Students are also 

encouraged to sanitise their hands upon entering a classroom and they must wipe down their learning 

space ahead of every lesson. We would also like to remind you of the fact that we are encouraging 

students to conduct twice weekly lateral flow tests. This is a powerful tool in detecting the disease 

amongst asymptomatic individuals. Please encourage your son/daughter to report the result of this test 

on both the school and Government website using the links detailed in previous parent letters and on our 

school website. Finally, we must urge students to take up their offer of the COVID-19 vaccination. 16 and 

17 year olds can now book their first COVID-19 vaccination appointment online through the NHS website 

for an appointment at a vaccination centre or pharmacy or find a walk-in COVID-19 vaccination site to get 

vaccinated without needing an appointment 

 

 

 

 



Welcome Year 12  

Welcome to all Year 12 students, especially those new to school. We hope that students have now settled 

in well and are enjoying the courses that they have chosen. We will be conducting a review towards the end 

of this half term, to ensure students are happy with their choices and secure in what they have chosen. This 

also gives our teaching staff the opportunity to raise any concerns with how students have settled in. The 

results of this review will allow us to target support and discuss concerns with students and potentially you, 

their parents. 

 

Last week we launched our enrichment programme to Year 12. This is a compulsory element of being in 

Ashby Sixth form and allows students to develop a wide range of skills to benefit them with their future plans 

such as university applications or job seeking. There are several options available to students ranging from 

qualifications (EPQ or Core Maths), in school mentoring and community opportunities to name but a few.  

 

We have also recently sent out a parent presentation regarding Ashby Sixth Form, which is now also available 

on the school website. 

 

Year 13 Mock Examinations & Preparations For Next Year 

Year 13 have recently completed a period of mock examinations and we would like to say well done to them 

all. Many students spent a large amount of time over the summer revising and hopefully the hard work will 

have paid off. Teachers and students will be discussing the outcomes of these examinations alongside other 

data which has been collated throughout the last academic year for UCAS predicted grades. The next couple 

of weeks will be spent reviewing students’ progress and continuing with the A level specifications. This week 

you will be able to access the first report of the year which summarises this data. Parents evening will be 

virtual this year. It is scheduled for Thursday 28th October and is a great opportunity to discuss the content 

of the report with your son/daughter’s teachers. 

 

As this important year progresses, we strive to provide all students with as many opportunities as possible 

to ensure that they can find the right path post Sixth Form. For several students, this path will be applying 

for universities and after the support provided last term; this process should be well underway.   

Although UCAS (university application) official deadlines may be different, we would like to draw your 

attention to the school’s deadlines for UCAS applications this academic year: 

 Early applicants (medicine, dentistry, and veterinary science, Oxford or Cambridge) should have 

already submitted their application (school deadline of Friday 24th September 2021). 

 

 Early Bird applicants (for those who would like to be amongst the first batch of applications that the 

school will prioritise to submit) should submit their application by no later than the end of Friday 

15th October. These applications will then be processed upon our return after half term. 

 

 ALL remaining UCAS applicants should submit their application (with at least ONE course choice by 

no later than the end of Friday 12th November.  (If the student has not made all 5 university course 

choices by this date, they can add at a later stage).   

Following the successful Post 18 preparation day held in June, students have all been provided with 

resources to complete their application and write a personal statement. They are of course however more 

than welcome to ask for further support and advice regarding this from a member of the Sixth Form Team.  

More information is also available on the school network and website. 



For those students who are seeking employment or an apprenticeship after Sixth Form, students are advised 

that we aim to arrange a virtual session later this term with a colleague from the LEBC (Leicestershire 

Education Business Group). The aim of this session is to deliver a workshop on CV writing and apprenticeship 

opportunities.   

 

Supervised study  

Year 13 supervised study is underway. Year 12 supervised study will be added after half term. Supervised 

study sessions are timetabled silent study periods which give students the opportunities to revise, prepare 

work and complete work.  

 

New Senior Team 

We are very pleased to also present our Senior Team for 2021-2022. Alongside their A levels, the team will 

be busy planning events for throughout the year, the end of year prom and the yearbook. They will also 

represent the school at various in school and community events. 

Left to Right: Jack Coleman, Max Potter, Millie Norton, Emma Beggan 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Last Term Review 

At the end of last term our students participated in various events that were held to provide students with 

wider experiences and a range of skills. This included a Post Sixth Form Preparation Morning, Skills for 

Success Workshop and Sports Afternoon. 

 

Skills for Success workshop 
Visiting mentors from an array of local businesses and organisations helped Year 12 students to 
immerse themselves in the world of work, at this year's Skills for Success conference. 
 
This year, the conference, which is usually an opt-in event over three days, was run for all students in Year 
12 and was delivered as a one day event to give an introduction to the skills and challenges of the workplace. 
 
Working in teams on a range of real life, industry-based activities, students honed skills such as 
communication, evaluation, planning, negotiating and presenting. 
 
The day culminated in a design challenge, in which students were tasked to come up with an original idea 
for a commemorative piece of artwork taking into account issues like cost, audience and materials, before 
presenting their concept. 
 
It was a fantastic event and the mentors were full of praise for the positive attitude of our students and the 
results they achieved. 
 

        
 

   
 



Y12 Sports Afternoon 

Towards the end of last term Sixth Form students were given the opportunity to sign up for a sporting activity 

to take part in for our end of year Sports Afternoon. The sun shone and students enjoyed participating in a 

vast range of activities developing essential skills such as leadership and teamwork. 

 

   
 

   
 

 
 

Final Words 

The past year has undoubtedly posed many challenges. However, we have returned and we are excited to 

look forward to a year which starts to get back to normality. We are already proud of our students and we 

are excited about what the future holds for them. Dr Jude Mellor, our new Headteacher is keen to ensure 

that our Sixth Form students are role models for younger students and become the best that they can be. 

We are confident that this is already well underway. As parents we thank you for your continued support 

 

Miss F McCafferty  

Director of Sixth Form 

f.mccafferty@ashbyschool.org.uk  
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