
 

 

SIXTH FORM NEWSLETTER 

AUTUMN HALF TERM 2 

ISSUE 5 
 

Welcome to the next edition of our half termly Sixth Form newsletter designed for parents. This edition looks 

back at the first term of this academic year as well as looking forward at what is planned for students for 

2022. We hope that all students have settled well into both Year 12 and Year 13 over the last few months 

and are now looking forward to the Christmas break.  

 

I would like to draw your attention to the topic that has never been far from our minds for the past year 

and a half, that of COVID-19. We must remember that this disease is still very much around and it is vital 

that we continue to take precautions to keep both our school and the wider community safe. You will be 

aware that we have recently decided to increase our precautionary measures in school and that masks are 

once again compulsory when moving around the school and in communal areas. Students are also 

encouraged to sanitise their hands upon entering a classroom and they must wipe down their learning space 

ahead of every lesson. We would also like to remind you of the fact that we are encouraging students to 

conduct twice weekly lateral flow tests. This is a powerful tool in detecting the disease amongst 

asymptomatic individuals. Please encourage your son/daughter to report the result of this test on both the 

school and Government website using the links detailed in previous parent letters and on our school 

website. Finally, we must urge students to take up their offer of the COVID-19 vaccination. 16 and 17 year 

olds can now book their first (and now second) COVID-19 vaccination appointment online through the NHS 

website for an appointment at a vaccination centre or pharmacy or they can find a walk-in COVID-19 

vaccination site to get vaccinated without needing an appointment. When we return in January, we will be 

encouraging all students to once again get tested in school. This will help slow the spread of the disease 

after the festive period. Please look out for further information about consent and dates/timings in whole 

school parent communication. 

Year 12 Enrichment 

As part of their Sixth Form programme of study, our Year 12 students have signed up to at least one 

enrichment opportunity which they will undertake this year. Many students are supporting our school 

community by prefecting in KS4 lessons whilst others are following the EPQ or Core Maths qualifications and 

others are enjoying the opportunity to join in extra sport. We are very happy to be participating in our local 

community by supporting Willesley Primary School and other work placements. All enrichment opportunities 

give our students the chance to develop a wide range of transferable skills and experience.    



Year 13 – Post Sixth Form  

We are coming towards the end of another busy UCAS application cycle and are very happy to see so many 

students engage in this process. We have been able to support many students with their personal statements 

and choices. Many students have already received several university offers and a number of students have 

been successful in reaching the interview stages for Oxbridge and medicine. It is important to note at this 

stage that final decisions regarding firm and insurance university choices are not necessary until May 2022 

– offers cannot be taken away until then. Students should therefore not rush to make these decisions; most 

universities will offer students the chance to attend post applicant open days, which are really important 

occasions to visit the university and see the facilities on offer. I also draw your attention to the discussions 

around unconditional university offers and the fact that students should not be steered towards a university 

on this alone.  Although they are tempting and may be right for some, such offers often lead to students 

losing some focus around their A levels, yet these results will be important for any future applications. Some 

students are starting to ask questions around student finance; more information will be provided next term 

when these applications open including a parent information evening by a colleague at De Montfort 

University. 

 

There are of course lots of other options open to our Year 13 students, including apprenticeships, 

employment and art foundation courses. We will be providing additional support with applications to such 

routes next term and urge students to participate in the opportunities provided. The first of these will be a 

workshop provided by LEBC on CV writing and apprenticeship seeking.   

 

Supervised study  

Supervised study is underway for both Year 12 and Year 13 students. This is a compulsory part of our 

students’ programme of study and should be used wisely to allow for revision and completion of work. 

 

Attendance 

A polite reminder and request for your support about the importance of attendance and punctuality to 

ensure our students are successful and make progress. Our behaviour policy regarding lates will be 

implemented from the start of next term - although hopefully not many students will be meeting these 

thresholds!! 

 

Next Term Mock Examinations 

All students will have a mock period w/c 7th February. This will give both students and teachers an indication 

of current progress and areas for students to focus on moving forward. Year 12 students will take these 

examinations in-class and information will be provided from teachers in due course. Year 13 students will sit 

their examinations in exam rooms. Students will not be on study leave. Students will be issued an overview 

of when the mocks will take place before Christmas and a more detailed personal timetable will be provided 

next term when they return after the Christmas break. We will also provide students and parents with more 

detail around these exams in due course.  

 

Senior Team and Senior Prefects 

We are so proud of the efforts from the Senior Team and new Senior Prefect committees this term in 

supporting each other, our school and our local community.  

The charity prefects have been very busy organising an array of activities and charity events including the 

Poppy Appeal, Foodbank collections and Children in Need, which was a great event involving both KS4 and 

KS5 students. Most recently the prefects have also raised awareness of those in need at this time of year 

locally and have organised a Toy collection for Gem Cash for Kids Toy Appeal. 



We were also really pleased with the huge success of the dodgeball tournament that the prefects organised 

and led raising money for the KS5 chosen charity; Ewan’s Kind. 

Our environment prefects have been liaising with the student council to improve recycling in the school and 

other members of the prefect team have been working on making improvements by planting bulbs and seeds 

around the site to make it a more pleasant environment for all. We were very lucky to receive donations 

from the local Co-Op and Rotary Clubs. 

The Senior Team has also been working hard to reinvigorate our sixth form house system, which will be 

relaunched after Christmas, more details to follow in the next newsletter. 

Their other work this term has also included making stronger connections with local businesses, in particular 

McVities, being part of the school’s commemoration for Philip Bent at the Remembrance Service held on 

site on 11th November and the Christmas Quiz. 

 

PICTURES OF EVENTS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Goodbye and Good Luck!! 

I would like to take the opportunity to say goodbye and thank you to one of our 

well-loved members of the Sixth Form Team. Mrs Allen, our Sixth Form Head of Year, will be retiring at the 

end of this term and although she will be sorely missed, I am sure you will support me in wishing her all the 

best in her retirement.  

Two new Heads of Year will start with us next term, Mr Tsang and Miss Clapton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Words 

It has been a very busy Autumn term for all and we hope that despite the challenges that Covid still presents, 

our students have been happy and successful this term and are as proud to be part of Ashy Sixth Form as we 

are to have them with us. We thank you as parents for your continued support and wish you all a very 

peaceful Christmas and the best wishes for 2022! 

 

Miss F McCafferty  

Director of Sixth Form 

f.mccafferty@ashbyschool.org.uk  
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