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F 
our girls from Year 10 have won 

first prize in a national physics 

challenge, run by the University of 

Nottingham and the Institute of 

Physics. 

AJ Aggas, Esther Bailey, Rebecca Coward and 

Jess Wilton scooped the top spot in the ’Girls 

in Physics’ competition. Their challenge was 

to build and test an effective heat shield.  

They were up against teams of top-

performing female scientists from schools 

across the country.  

Ashby School’s Year 11 team of Chloe Baker, 

Amy Carty, Jess Male and Rachel Martin also 

made their mark,  finishing in third place. 

www. ashbyschool.org.uk 

 

Physics Girls Take First Place (and Third!) 

‘’We Will Rock You’ is a Triumph 

See page 4 for full story 
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It has been a difficult few months for our 
school community as we tried to 
comprehend the tragic events 
surrounding the death of Kayleigh 
Haywood. The death of a fellow student 
is never easy for students and staff but, 
in this case, the circumstances made it 
even harder for people to deal with. 
However, in adversity you often see the 
best of people and our community 
rallied round to support each other and 
Kayleigh’s family. I was enormously 
proud of the way that students and staff 
handled the situation and demonstrated 
a true community spirit in action. 

Although it seems only five minutes 
since Christmas and New Year, we are 
already into the final 10 weeks of school 
before the main examination series 
begins. I hope your sons and daughters 
have taken on board some important 
lessons from the mock examination 
period and are beginning their revision 
and receiving the help and support they 

need to be successful.  

Following our extremely well attended 
open evening in September, it is highly 
likely that we will again exceed our 
admission limit. At a time when there 
are falling rolls and increased 
competition from other institutions, it is 
heartening that the continued success of 
the school and its excellent reputation 
make us a popular choice for parents.  

At the end of this term, we say farewell 
to two teaching colleagues, both from 
the science department. Mrs Moorhead 
is leaving us for personal reasons while 
Mrs Hartshorne, who has been with us 
on maternity cover, has secured a 
permanent post at another school. We 
thank them both for their hard work and 
wish them well in the future. 

At the end of the last term, we enjoyed 
the musical ‘We Will Rock You’. Once 
again, the school produced a fantastic 
show that demonstrated an amazing 

array of talent. Events like this reflect the 
variety and quality that our school has to 
offer and we are indebted to all our 
students and staff who contribute to our 
vast range of wider activities. 

Easter is very early this year so we 
cannot be sure that the wintry weather 
is yet behind us, but I am sure you will be 
looking forward to some warmer 
weather as spring eventually arrives. I 
wish you all an enjoyable Easter and look 
forward to seeing you all for the final 
term that starts on Monday 11 April. 
Eddie Green, Headteacher 

  H e a d - l i n e s  

Three young chefs impressed judges with 
their food technology skills in the first round 
of the Rotary Young Chef of the Year 
competition. 
Bethany Clifford, Jasmin Cunningham and 
Charley Ann Davies all designed menus and 
cooked mouth-watering dishes. 
Bethany was chosen to go through to the 
county round in February, after dishing up 
watercress soup, stuffed chicken with 
dauphinoise potatoes and lemon torte. 

Sixth Former Calum Donnelly has had a high profile 
year on the rugby field, both at club and national level. 
Calum plays his club rugby at Derby Rugby Club as a 
flanker and second row with the senior first team. At a 
county and regional level, he has been a key player in 
this year’s successful NLD (Nottinghamshire, 
Lincolnshire and Derbyshire) U18 squad, earning trials 
for Midlands U18 as a result. 
Calum is also eligible to play for both Scotland and 
Wales and is an active member of the U18/U19s for 
the Scottish Exiles. However, the highlight of his year  
has been playing for, and captaining, the Welsh Exiles 
U18s in London and Cardiff in their three matches this 
season – twice against the Irish Exiles and once against 
Luxembourg U19s. 

Bethany Serves up First Round Win Calum is Happy Exile 
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Facebook: One Image, 24 Hours 

 

Delegates Put World to Rights  

Ashby’s under 16 rugby team remains unbeaten since the start of the season. 
In their last fixture before Christmas, the side secured a devastating 59-0 
victory against local rivals King Edward VII, ahead of the knockout stage of the 
competition. 

Ashby finished top of the U16s league with four wins from four games after 
decisively seeing off the league competition. The boys are due to play Robert 
Smythe Academy in the semi finals of the County Cup in the next few weeks. 
The winner will go on to play in the final  after February half term.  

Across all age groups (Year 10, 11 and Sixth Form), Ashby School has played 11 
games, winning 10. 

An experiment carried out by one  
tutor group has proved how quickly 
an image can travel on the internet 
in just 24 hours.  

The students of form C3VF uploaded 
a photograph to Facebook one day in 
January. After being shared just 
twice, it had already reached 
Germany! 

In 24 hours, it had reached 12 
countries, including Sweden, 
Malaysia, China, Australia, New 
Zealand, Panama and the USA. It had 
been shared 33 times. 

Tutor Victoria Foster said: “My tutor 
group wanted to show the rest of the 
school the importance of ensuring 
that what they upload is secure. This 
is why a lot of them were wearing 
coats with their hoods up and had 
signs covering their faces – that way, 

they are not recognisable.” The post 
was taken down the following day. 

  Rugby Team Still Unbeaten 

Alex is Reel Deal 

 

Aspiring film director Alex Deiry 

(pictured left) attended the premiere of 

one of his own films, after taking part in 

a film academy training course. 

Alex, who is in Year 13, was one of just 

20 budding film makers to be accepted 

onto the BFI (British Film Institute) 

course. At the end of the course, 

students’ own short films were 

premiered at The National Media 

Museum. 

Alex took part in a series of BFI training 

sessions, learning about a variety of 

industry roles, such as writing, directing 

and editing. Masterclasses were led by 

industry professionals, including Paul 

Franklin, visual effects artist on hit film 

‘Interstellar’.  

Alex said: “I have known for a long time 

that I wanted to do something with film.  

I want to be on set writing my own 

stories and seeing them on the screen. I 

am putting everything into following my 

dream.” 

Alex has applied to Birmingham City 

University to study film and animation. 

Worthy Causes 

Film Studies students have been using 

the latest equipment, following a £5,000 

donation from Ashfield Healthcare’s 

Worthy Causes Fund.  

The school applied to the Ashby-based 

firm for funding for camcorders, to help 

students produce more creative and 

professional  audio visual work. The 

cash also helped to pay for updated 

software. 
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A further £500,000 has been invested in 

improvements to the school site. Areas to benefit 

from the latest makeover include Modern Foreign 

Languages, B block gym, the sports hall changing 

rooms, maths classrooms, the Sixth Form Centre and 

the Cellar Express restaurant. 

The finance and general purposes committee is also 

responsible for overseeing student safety and 

wellbeing. Notable improvements here have 

included a new minibus, a new all-weather shelter 

for students in B block and major works to an 

external fire escape. There have also been smaller 

upgrades to site security. 

This year, the committee was also required to set 

aside funds to meet the cost of changes to the KS4 

(Year 10 and 11) and KS5 (post-16) curriculum and 

examinations, and to upgrade the school’s computer 

network infrastructure to utilise the cloud storage 

facility of Office 365. All of these changes continue 

to uphold and improve students’ learning 

experience at Ashby School.   

Andrew Burton, School Business Manager 

Lydia Gibson was just one of the students to 

benefit from the Mary Smith Scholarship 

Fund in 2015—and this year it could be you! 

Lydia (pictured) applied to the fund for help 

to travel to Zambia as part of the IDEALS 

Zambia project where she worked as a school 

PE teacher and netball coach. During her 

month in the country, Lydia also volunteered 

at orphanages and for community projects. 

Lydia, who is studying Sport, Exercise and 

Physical Activity at Durham University, 

received a £50 donation from the Mary Smith 

Fund towards the cost of the trip.  

Other former and current students received 

funds to help with music lessons, Scouting 

expeditions and equipment to further their 

ambitions, including a sewing machine for a 

budding tailor and wicket keeping gloves for a promising 

cricketer. 

The Mary Smith Fund is open to former or current students of 

Ashby School and Ivanhoe College up to the age of 25.  The 

closing date is  Friday 4 March. Applicants must be available 

to meet the trustees for a short interview on Thursday 14 

April 2016 (unless studying outside the area). 

Students eligible for the Mary Smith Fund may also be able to 

apply to the Ashby Educational Foundation. Details of both 

funds can be found on the school website. 

From the Governors…  

Finance Report 

Mary Smith Helps Lydia Get to Zambia 

Ashby School’s performance of ‘We 

Will Rock You’ captivated  

audiences for a week. 

More than 50 students were 

involved in the show, both on 

stage and behind the scenes. 

Outstanding performances and the 

clever use of technology—including 

mobile phones—helped to give the 

production a distinctive Ashby School 

twist. 

Anita on the Airwaves 

Story by Hannah Taylor 

  Show is Ga-Ga-Great 
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Farewell to Kayleigh 
Everyone at Ashby 
School has been 
affected by the terrible 
circumstances 
surrounding the 
disappearance and 
death of student 
Kayleigh Haywood. 

Following the news of 
her death, staff and 
students left purple 
ribbons and other 
tributes, including 
flowers and soft toys, in 
the school grounds in 
memory of Kayleigh. 
Purple was her favourite colour. 

A non-uniform day helped to raise funds for Kayleigh’s 
family. 

A number of staff and students represented the school at 
her funeral service at Measham in January. Headteacher 
Eddie Green  paid tribute to Kayleigh’s lively personality and 
her determination to succeed. 

Two men will stand trial in June in connection with her 
death. 

 
Loud Speakers 

Champion kick 
boxer Harry 
Holman is shaping 
up for his next 
tournament, after 
being crowned the 
winner of the 
British Open Series. 
Harry, who has 
been kick boxing at 
Stealth in Coalville 
since he was seven, 
secured his place in 
the final after 
successfully 
competing in two 
qualifying rounds. 
Harry, who is in 
Year 10, also came first in his age group in the European 
kick boxing championships in Romania in November. 
Harry trains four times a week and also works as an 
instructor at Stealth, teaching all age groups from four-
year-olds to adults. 
He said: “I definitely want to do something with kick 
boxing when I leave school.” 

Harry Kicks Opposition into Touch 

A comprehensive timetable of revision sessions has been 

launched for Year 11 students, ahead of this summer’s GCSE 

exams. 

After-school sessions in every subject will run from February 

until the start of the exam season in May, to give all 

students the best chance of reaching—or exceeding— their 

target grades. 

The importance of revision, and tips on how parents can 

help, was highlighted in special presentations at Year 11 

parents’ evenings. More details about revision, including the 

full revision timetable, is available on the school website 

under the ‘Parents’ tab at http://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/

year-11-parents-revision-information  

It’s Time to Revise… Here’s How! 

Three teams of speakers reached the district semi-final of 

the Rotary Youth Speaks competition. The successful teams 

were Sam Wheeler, Tom Gamble and Jack Kowalski, who 

won the first round with their powerful speech on the 

death penalty; Frank Micklethwaite, Edan Weeks and Elijah 

Bennett; and Kane McKenna-Jones, Katie McGough and 

Andre Bosma. 

http://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/year-11-parents-revision-information
http://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/year-11-parents-revision-information
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GCSE maths results were the school’s best ever in 2015, with 
81 per cent of passes at grade C or above.   

The success was attributed largely to initiatives such as the 
Commit to Success (C2S) programme which offers extra 
support to students to help them achieve target grades.  

Twenty five of the most able mathematicians also sat the 
Level 2 Certificate in Further Maths with outstanding results:  
four A grades, 10 A*s and six distinctions (higher than an A*). 
This year, 50 Year 11 students have signed up for the 
additional qualification, staying behind one night a week. The 
qualification is an excellent grounding for any students 
intending to take A level maths. 

All Year 11 students are being encouraged to start preparing 
for their GCSE exams by taking part in after school revision 
sessions. For A level students, there is a weekly Thursday 
night drop-in as well as 7.30am breakfast sessions on the 
morning of exams. 

Thirty A level maths students achieved A or A* in 2015 with a 
large number moving on to university courses which utilised 
their maths skills. 

More students have sampled success in the UK Maths 
Senior Olympiad (pictured below and right). The highest 
scores in Year 12 were recorded by Matthew Addison  and 
Jack Starkey (83 and 82 points respectively) who were both 
awarded gold. Daniel Wilde, the only Year 11 student to sit 

the paper, was awarded silver after scoring 81 points. 

The highest achieving student overall was Lewis Wakeland in 
Year 13 (pictured right), whose score of 100 points earned him 
a place in the kangaroo round. Edward 
Adams was the second highest scorer in 
Year 13 with 83 points. 

About 130 Year 10 and 11 students will 
tackle the Intermediate Maths Challenge 
in February. 

Sixth Formers have been working as 
mentors—or ‘maths leaders’ - in lessons 
for Year 10 and 11 students. 

Maths trips included a ‘Women in 
Maths’ event for Year 10 girls at Oxford University (pictured 
above) and a Year 12 trip to Cambridge University where 
students attended three inspirational lectures about so-called 

‘useless maths’. 

Maths  Maths 
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Mathematics 

Learning beyond the classroom continues to be an 
important element in  humanities teaching. All 160 Year 
11 geographers spent a day at Bradgate Park as part of 
their research into tourism and its environmental impact. 
The students collected data which they later analysed in 
the classroom. 

Year 12 geographers will spend time collecting data along 
the Holderness coastline in Yorkshire, in March, as a 
compulsory part of their AS level unit 2 studies. 

Meanwhile, students of history and government & politics 
will travel to America at Easter for a whistle stop tour of 
US landmarks, including the White House and the Senate. 
There are also plans to visit an American school as part of 
the cultural visit. This trip follows an earlier cultural visit 
to China for 27 students during October half term. 

RS and psychology students in Year 12 will be taking part 
in revision conferences over the coming weeks. The RS 
ethics conference at Denstone College, Uttoxeter, will 
help students to revise, but also stretch and challenge 
them and deliver a university-style learning experience. 

Ashby School has also run a series of geography field 
work sessions for Year 9 students from Ibstock and 
Ivanhoe Colleges. These are designed to help high school 
students develop the skills they will need for their GCSE 
geography studies. 

Head boy Daniel Greenhouse and head girl Hattie Roberts will 
take part in the Lessons from Auschwitz programme this term, 
led by the Holocaust Educational Trust. The pair will attend a 
seminar on the legacy of the holocaust before spending a day 
at the former concentration camp. 

Revision sessions have already begun across the whole 
faculty. There are display boards on the ground floor and first 
floor in A block outlining the whole revision timetable.  

Sessions may fall on different days each week to allow 
students to attend  a range of different subjects.  

Revision will include online webinars in the lecture theatre for 
Sixth Form geographers. 

The number of students choosing humanities subjects at A 
level continues to rise. To accommodate them, the number 
of psychology classes has increased from four to five, and 
geography from two to three .  

  Humanities 

The Christmas markets of Bruges and Cologne were 
among the sights visited by languages students who 
visited three countries in three days. About 30 students 
from all year groups (pictured)  spent a day in Cologne,  
before moving on to Bruges and stopping off in France 
on their way home. 

In March, 20 Sixth Formers will take part in the 
Euroscola trip to the European Parliament at 
Strasbourg. They will meet students from across Europe 
and spend time in the chamber of the European 
Parliament. It is a great opportunity for them to 
improve their cultural awareness and language skills.  

Twenty five gifted French speakers from Year 10 will 
spend a day at a keynote conference later this term. 
The conference is an opportunity to spend a full day 
immersed in French. 

This term, more than 450 Year 11 language students 
will sit  GCSE oral exams., in what is a massive logistical 
operation. The exams take place in the weeks 
beginning 1 February and 14 March. 

A masterclass for talented linguists from Year 9 gave 
students from Ibstock and Ivanhoe Colleges taster 
sessions in three languages—French, German and 
Italian. These sessions help to introduce students to 
GCSE-style language learning. A second masterclass will 
take place in June. 

Languages teachers at all six secondary schools in north 
west Leicestershire have been working together in 
preparation for the new GCSE course which begins in 
September. Students at all four high schools will begin 
studying 
elements of 
the course in 
Year 9 and 
will all sit a 
standard 
assessment 
at the end of 
high school.  L

a
n
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What does your job involve? Each day is different, but firstly 

I have to make sure the Head’s diary runs smoothly. I also 

have to take care of governance and have very broad 

shoulders to take the flak from the two colleagues I work 

with! 

What is the most unusual/ interesting question you have 

been asked as the Head’s PA? An Ofsted inspector asked me 

if I could get her flat tyre changed; shame they only had really 

expensive ones to fit her car. 

Tell us something about Mr Green that most people do not 

know. He is a real Bruce Springsteen fan and supports 

Blackburn Rovers and never lets me make him a coffee. 

What previous jobs have you done – and which was your 

favourite? I have had quite a few part time jobs but, prior to 

having my children, I worked for a shipping company, which 

was boring beyond belief. Then I worked for a newspaper for 

25 years, which was different every single day and deadline 

driven—that was my favourite. 

How is Ashby School different to the school(s) you went to? 

The minute I walked through the door for my interview I really  

 

liked Ashby School; there is 

something special about it. 

My primary school was like 

that as we had a coke 

burner in the middle of the 

room and I always felt 

happy. My senior school, 

on the other hand, was a 

modern mixed 

comprehensive with quite a 

few teachers only too 

happy to apply the cane, 

which always made me 

fearful, as this was applied to the boys for the slightest 

misdemeanour. 

Which three people, dead or alive, would you invite to a 

dinner party? Brian Clough, Paul Young, Julie Walters. 

What advice would you give to your younger self? Don’t 

worry about what you can’t change. 

What would you have on your backstage rider? A bottle of 

champagne and a cut glass flute to drink it out of. 

What is your favourite wardrobe item – and when do you 

wear it? My snakeskin pumps, at every opportunity. 

What advice would you give to your successor? Make sure 

your tea/coffee making skills are up to scratch, mine have 

always failed miserably. Have patience but be persistent. 

Delia Shaw has been the Administration and 

Governance Manager for four years. Before 

that, she worked for six years as a work 

experience coordinator at the school. 

Talking Heads 

 

Former GB runner Daniel Cairns ran an 
inspirational coaching programme for 25 Year 
10 students (pictured right), as part of the Sky 
Sports for Living programme. 

The Sky programme is designed to inspire 
students to pursue their aspirations in sport 
and other areas of their lives. Students will 
also use what they have learned to run 
coaching sessions for primary and high school 
students. 

GB Athlete Brings Inspiration  

Ashby School's under 18 table tennis team has successfully defended its 
county title. 
Joe Abbott, Jack Mason, Ravy Wan, all Year 13, and Adam Essex, Year 12, 
defeated eight other teams to come out on top in the Team 
Leicestershire final. Their victory earned them a place in the zonal 
championships in January where they finished a creditable third.  

Table Tennis Champs 


