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AQA A level Fashion and Textiles 

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 

Assessment objectives (AOs) are set by Ofqual and  are the same 

across all A-level Design and Technology: Fashion and Textiles 

specifications and all exam boards. 

The exams and non-exam assessment will measure how students 

have achieved the following assessment objectives. 

AO1: Identify, investigate and outline design possibilities to address 

needs and wants.  

AO2: Design and make prototypes that are fit for purpose. 

AO3: Analyse and evaluate: 

design decisions and outcomes, including for prototypes made by     

themselves and others wider issues in design and technology. 

AO4: Demonstrate and apply knowledge and understanding of: 

technical principles and designing and making principles. 



The Fashion and Textiles course gives students freedom to experiment 

with ideas and to be creative as well as learning technical making skills 

and decorative techniques. 

The detailed theoretical knowledge covers fibres and fabric construction 

and industrial processes. 

This course gives a very good general knowledge of fashion and textiles. 

Students can progress to either a foundation art degree, textiles specific 

course such as fashion design, buying, merchandising or fashion retail 

management. Students in the past have also gained apprenticeship 

schemes with textiles companies. 

WHY STUDY …? 

 

 

A LEVEL FASHION AND TEXTILES COMPONENTS 
    

THEORY is worth 50% of your overall grade. It is split into: 

Paper 1: Technical principles. Content: This component is  

assessed by a 2.5 hour exam and is worth 30%.  

This is out of 120. 

Paper 2: Designing and making principles. Content:  

This component is assessed by a 1.5 hour exam and is  

worth 20%. This is out of 80. 

COURSEWORK is worth 50% of your overall grade. It consists of a project 

completed in Year 13 on a subject of your choosing. This component is  

out of 100. 

YEAR 12. In Year 12,  you will be introduced to many  

different projects that will build on your skills and introduce  

you to many more. These include: a sportswear design based  

project, decorative technique bag project and fashion top project. 

YEAR 13. You will create your assessed project on a subject of your 

choosing using all the skills you have learnt in Year 12. You will work on this 

project for the duration of Year 13.  

 

 

 

As an A level student at the school, you will be  treated  as a 

mature young adult and given access to all the facilities you need 

to develop a broad range of skills and knowledge within the 

context of fashion.  You will gain vital communication skills and 

other key skills that will give you an extra edge when applying for 

higher education or employment. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

We look forward to welcoming you into the Design faculty. 

If you have any further questions, then please do not hesitate to 

get in touch. 

 

Emily Coulton 

Head of Textiles 

e.coulton@ashbyschool.org.uk 


