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Head-lines 
Twenty seven students spent four weeks of their 

summer exploring the wilds and wonders of 

Borneo.   

The trip immersed students in the nature and 

culture of the island, where they slept in hammocks 

on the beach, trekked through jungle (for up to six 

hours a day, sometimes on their hands and knees), 

and stayed with local villagers.  

The visit, which was run by True Adventure, was 

divided into four stages: diving, trekking, a project 

stage and a cultural review. The final stage included 

visits to conservation projects, including one for 

orangutans. 

Teacher Ricky Wickwar, said: "Borneo was incredibly 

rewarding with so many highlights. On one 

occasion, wild boar tried to steal our bags as we 

slept on the beach!” 

Student Josh Owen, who took 546 pictures of his 

adventure, said: "I found the project phase most 

interesting, helping out the local community by 

building a dam to enable the water supply to reach 

the houses. The trip really opened my eyes. I am 

pretty sure that everybody who went was affected 

in some way." 

Plans are 

already 

underway for 

an expedition 

to Nepal in 

2018. 

Trip of a Lifetime to Borneo 

In the last few years, we have 
seen a raft of changes to  
examinations and assessment  
at both GCSE and A level. This 
includes a change in the way 
that examination performance 
is measured by the Department 
for Education. 

In 2016, the traditional 5A*-C 
measure was replaced by four 
new measures; 

 Progress 8 that looks at how students progress 
in eight key subject areas; 

 Attainment 8 that looks at student attainment in 
eight subject areas; 

 the percentage of students achieving the EBacc 
subjects at grade C or above; 

 the percentage of students passing maths and 

English at grade C or above. 

I am pleased to report that our students made the 
progress that was expected of them and that 
attainment was above national averages in all other 
categories. 

In 2017, we will see a continuation of these changes 
with the first subjects at GCSE to be awarded a 
numerical grade from 9 to 1 and at A level the first 
subjects where there is no AS component 
contributing to the overall grade. 

We are encouraged by the fact that, in spite of this 
turbulence and volatility, results at Ashby have often 
been above national averages and we are confident 
of maintaining our strong academic record at key 
stage 4 and 5. 

Ashby has a long history of working in partnership 
with our feeder high schools and with local primary 
schools, as part of the Ashby Learning Community. 
The community sets its own holiday plan which, 
from 2017-18, differs from the traditional local 
authority plan. This information has been available 
on school websites for some time—please do check 
the exact dates carefully. 

Ashby School is a vibrant community with so much 
going on and I am delighted that so many students 
take advantage of the opportunities available to 
them. As ever, this issue gives a flavour of just how 
much happens in a busy school like ours and the 
range and quality of experiences available.  

With Christmas only a few school weeks away, I 
hope Year 11 students are thinking about their mock 
exams in November/ December and Sixth Formers 
are planning and revising for their January 
examinations.  On behalf of all of the staff and 
governors at Ashby School, I wish you a Happy 
Christmas and prosperous New Year and thank you 
for your continued support.  

Eddie Green, Headteacher 
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GCSE and A Level Results 

are Among the Best 

Girls Take Up Sports Challenge 

New GCSE performance measures show that Ashby 

School’s results were above both the county and the 

national average in 2016. 

Sixty nine per cent of students achieved A* - C in both 

English and maths, compared to 64.8 per cent in 

Leicestershire and 58.7 per cent in England as a whole. 

The new performance measures also give each school 

an ‘attainment 8’ figure. This replaces the previous 

focus on the number of students successfully achieving 

five or more GCSEs at A* to C. Instead, ‘attainment 8’ 

takes into account students’ performance in eight core 

qualifications, including English, maths, science, history 

and/ or geography and a language. 

Provisional government figures show that Ashby School 

scored 51.6 points, compared to a local authority 

average of 49.4 and a national average of 48.2. 

Ashby’s score was boosted by strong performances in 

subjects across the board, including science where 84 

per cent of GCSE students achieved A* to C. 

There was also cause for celebration for Sixth Formers. 

At post-16, the A level pass rate was 100 per cent. 

Seventy four per cent of all A level passes were at 

grades A* to  C.  

    Ashby School is Named School of the Year  
From page one… 

Ashby School has been named School of the Year at 

the North West Leicestershire Local Sports Alliance 

Sports Awards 2016. 

The school was nominated for its success in county 

competitions and its excellent leadership 

programme. In 2015—16, Ashby claimed county 

champions in six sports: rugby, volleyball, football, 

table tennis, netball and wheelchair basketball. 

At the awards ceremony at the Hermitage Leisure 

Centre, Whitwick, the school was also praised for its 

leadership programme, which enables students to 

organise and lead sporting activities around the 

district. 

Vikki Rundle-Brown, Head of PE, said: “We are really 

proud of all the successes we have achieved and all 

the hard work that has gone into them.  Our ethos is 

all about getting students to enjoy PE and to join in. 

If you get that right, the rest becomes easy.” 

The school was also nominated in two other 

categories. The girls’ volleyball team was up for 

Team of the Year and Kate Riley for Young Volunteer 

of the Year. 

An award for commitment and leadership in sport 

was presented to Year 12 student Kate Riley by Sky 

Sports Ambassador Anthony Clark.  

As part of the Sky Sports for Living Scheme, Ashby 

School was asked to nominate one student for his/ 

her dedication to sport. 

Kate, an A level PE student, has competed in several 

sports in the last 12 months, including netball, 

rugby, football and 

trampolining. She 

has also led and 

supervised 

sporting sessions 

for younger 

students., as part 

of the school’s 

leadership 

programme. Kate 

was presented with 

her award in 

assembly.  

Kate Gets Sky Sports Award 
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Parents are Key to Success 

Hundreds of students and parents turned out to 

the school’s recent careers evening and to a 

parents’ consultation evening for Year 10.  

These events are just two of the opportunities 

throughout the year for parents to work alongside 

staff to guide and support students. 

The school’s close relationship with parents is key 

to students’ success. 

Details of future events and parents evenings for all 

year groups can be found on the school website. 

The annual careers 

evening is part of 

an ongoing 

programme of 

careers support 

available to 

students. This 

includes one-to-

one careers 

interviews and 

talks on specific 

career paths. 

There were some 

unusual sights at 

this year’s Skills 

for Success 

conference—

including a 

human Buckaroo 

and lots of 

bananas! 

More than 120 

students from 

Year 12 gave up 

three days of 

their own time to take part in the conference. 

Students worked alongside local business people to 

tackle a series of challenges, including an Apprentice

-style assignment to design and market a new 

product.  

While many of the activities were devised to be 

entertaining, they also encouraged students to hone 

important skills for success such as problem solving,  

Buckaroo and Business  

Go Hand-in-Hand 

From the Governors…  

Curriculum 

“ 
Many changes are still taking place at 

curriculum level. We are now into the second 

year of new English and maths content; new 

assessment methods in several other subjects 

are also being introduced this year and next. Where 

course structure has changed, teachers are now 

using the new numerical nine-point scale which has 

replaced the A*-G system. 

Over the last 12 months, the curriculum committee 

has helped to shape the courses currently offered to 

our students and provided valuable insight into 

ways of meeting the curriculum needs of all. The 

importance of SMSC (social, moral, spiritual, 

cultural) education is another curriculum priority, 

along with responsibility for scrutinising faculty 

reviews. 

In spite of the challenges ahead, we feel that we are 

well prepared to deliver a curriculum for all students 

which allows them to thrive and succeed both here 

and in the future.”    

                        Andrew Binns, Assistant Headteacher 

Fifteen girls from Year 11 have been chosen to take 

part in a new sporting initiative to encourage them 

to stay active. 

The Sky Sports for Living scheme is aimed at girls 

who enjoy PE but do not take part in physical activity 

outside of school. 

A first fun session focusing on team building 

(pictured above) was run by Anthony Clark, former 

Olympic athlete.  

Over the next few weeks, the girls will take part in a 

series of taster sessions run by professional 

instructors in sports such as yoga, pilates and 

trampolining.  

Girls Get Active 
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Try Something New... 

 

All students were encouraged to ‘try something new’ for House afternoon, 

choosing from a list of more than 40 activities. 

Options included everything from zumba classes and guerrilla art to gardening and 

sign language. 

There was also the chance to try alternative therapies, play TV game show 

Countdown or learn to ride a motorbike. Other students opted for one of the many 

craft options which included arm knitting, cross stitch 

and a masterclass in turning old paperbacks into 

decorative birdcages. 

For some, it was a chance to try a new skill off-site, 

caring for horses at a local stables, taking part in a 

fitness class at a town gym or playing a round of golf. 

Others tried their hand at forging and casting in the 

school’s engineering department. 

Geoff Staniforth, Deputy Headteacher, said: “House 

afternoon is an opportunity for everybody to try 

something new. It is also about 

developing new skills and 

working with new people.”  

In a separate raft of House 

activities, students marked 

Hallowe’en by taking part in 

pumpkin carving competitions, 

organising a scary film night for 

charity and running a Hallowe’en 

fancy dress quiz night. 

...It’s House Afternoon 
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Design 
Ollie Evans from Ashby School was named regional Young Designer of the 

Year 2016 - making him the school's third winner since 2010.  

Ollie (pictured right) scooped the title for the eastern region, with his 

winning design for a sterilisation kit for medical equipment to be used in 

disaster areas. He devised and built the kit during his A level product design 

course. 

His win follows two Ashby School victories in the competition in previous 

years for Anthony Page and Georgia Boulter. Ollie won £100 as well as an 

entrepreneurial support package from DMU. Entries were judged on their 

practical and commercial application, as well as their originality. 

There was also success for Bethany Clifford (now in  Year 12) who won the school heat of the Rotary Young Chef 

competition. She progressed to the county final at Samworth Academy, Leicester, where she came second out of 

more than 30 finalists.  This year’s school heat is due to take place on 16 November with county finals sometime 

in the new year.   

There were also outstanding achievements for Eliza McKindley and Natasha Kirk who achieved A* in both the 

written and examined elements of their GCSE food technology course. Three students— Ethan Hedges, Alex 

Cutting and Mitchell Robins—went on to study food-related courses at college after completing their GCSEs 

alongside apprenticeships. 

For the fourth year running, all Sixth Form students achieved distinction* grades for BTEC level 3 Hospitality 

Certificates and Diplomas. Of the 19 students, Will Bee, Lauren Marshall and Ella Bolton are now working towards 

studying food-related degrees at university in 2017.    

An after school cookery club runs every Monday in room C21 for any student who would like to learn to cook 

and does not currently study food. 

Engineering continues to offers numerous opportunities to students, including the chance for girls to take part in 

the forthcoming Talent2030 competition run by Rolls Royce. Any girls interested in signing up for this 

prestigious challenge should contact Miss Smith during November. Entry is highly regarded by employers and 

education providers in the engineering sector. 

Success rates in engineering were again high in 2016. Seventy six per cent of GCSE students achieved grade A* 

to C, compared to 39 per cent nationally. The department’s strong reputation has led to record numbers of 

students taking engineering, including a steep rise in the number 

of girls. More than 130 students are taking the subject in Year 10. 

This year’s new Year 12 engineering course follows the 

government’s decision to withdraw the A level specification. Its 

replacement is a Level 3 Technical Level in design engineering 

which places greater emphasis on input from employers and 

universities, and uses real life briefs. 

Ashby School has also been focusing on the next generation of 

designers. One initiative included a design and technology 

workshop (pictured right) for pupils from Donisthorpe primary 

school who were given a taster session of textiles and resistant 

materials. 
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Business 

The Arts 

Business students are in the business of winning after 

coming top in two prestigious competitions. 

Ashby School students represented the Midlands in 

the ICAEW BASE competition, after topping the 

regional heats. The six Year 12 business students 

impressed judges with their response to a day of 

business-related challenges. 

Students from Ashby School (pictured below) also 

stamped their authority on the CIPFA (Chartered 

Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy) team 

management exercise at De Montfort University, 

winning the county round.  

Year 13 economists/  business students Mia Thomas, 

Louis Adlam, George Hall 

and Josh Cartwright will 

represent the school in a 

Bank of England competition 

later this term. One of their 

tasks will be to advise on 

interest rates in the wake of 

the Brexit vote. 

Next term, GCSE and A level 

students will 

be given a 

chance to 

boost their 

examination 

prospects by 

signing up 

for two 

revision 

conferences, 

taking place 

outside of 

school. Last year, 19 of the 20 students who attended 

achieved their target grade or above. 

There are changes to several business-related course 

specifications this year, including the new GCSE 

business course which embraces digital marketing for 

the first time. 

Students have witnessed marketing and business 

processes in action on a number of trips, including 

visits to the BBC in Salford (pictured above), the 

Warner Brothers Studio Tour and East Midlands 

Airport. 

Headteacher Eddie Green has pledged that funding for 

the arts is secure at Ashby School, in spite of a national 

threat to school arts budgets. His assurance followed 

an impressive evening performance by musicians 

returning from the school’s annual music weekend at 

Dunfield House. 

Audiences will also be able to catch school musicians in 

various Christmas performances, including the senior 

citizens’ carol concert, a carol service at St Helen’s 

Church and as part of the ‘Christmas in Ashby’ 

community event. Musicians will also reprise their place 

in the annual joint schools concert at Ivanhoe College 

in the spring term. 

For students following examination courses in music, 

changes to specifications mean some new and exciting 

elements, such as the introduction of film music. 

Welcome changes to the GCSE art course recognise 

that there is more to art than drawing and painting. 

The new syllabus also caters for students whose 

strengths are in other areas, such as photography or 

3D work.  

Artists have 

broadened their 

perspectives on 

several art trips, 

including an 

architecturally-

inspired visit to 

Birmingham 

and a whistle-

stop tour of 

London 

galleries. 

Film and media students spent a weekend at the York 

Film Festival, where they were exposed to a range of 

different genres and attended masterclasses run by 

industry experts. 

Drama students have also been exploring new 

influences, on a series of theatre visits to Birmingham 

Repertory and Birmingham Crescent Theatres. Visits 

like these are vital to helping students appreciate live 

theatre. 
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Talking Heads 

What are the biggest changes to school life since you 
were in Year 10/11? 

Definitely the opportunities which are available like the 
House afternoon; the choices available to all students 
here is amazing.  I’d love to have had that competitive 
element in activities against all the other Houses.   

What advice would you give to your younger self? 

Leave all options open. I closed the door on many of 
my interests when I decided I wanted to be a PE 
teacher in Year 7 and focused all my hobbies on 
sport.  Thankfully, I got the grades to study at university 
to become a PE teacher. Keeping the door open for all 
your interests and hobbies will enable you to go down 
several path ways. I now wish I had taken up a musical 
instrument! 

What do you do in your spare time?  

I regularly train and play for Market Bosworth Rugby 
Club, and am a regular gym goer. I’m quite partial to a 
bit of cooking from time to time. My signature dish is a 
classic roast dinner.  

What is your greatest sporting achievement? 

Being part of the Leicester Tigers Academy when I was 
younger. I got to play with a Manu Tuilagi who was a 
lot smaller back then! 

Which three people – living or dead – would you invite 
to dinner? 

Gordon Ramsay so he could cook the dinner for us (I 
would put up with the foul language for an excellent 
three course meal!); Stephen Hawkins because I find 
him fascinating; and thirdly, Mr Skervin and Mr White 
(they usually come as one unit!) just to watch them 
bicker about the smallest of things!  

Who is your hero, sporting or otherwise? 

Tanni Grey Thompson. When growing up, she inspired 
me to be the best I could be despite any obstacles 

which could get 
in the way! 
Martin Johnson 
was also 
passionate 
about his sport 
and dedicated to 
being the best 
he could be for 
club and 
country. 

If you weren’t working at Ashby School, what else 
would you like to be doing? 

I have a massive sweet tooth, so I would probably own 
my own sweet shop. Mr White would be banned from 
the shop as he’s permanently on a new healthy eating 
regime (which he keeps to for all of a day!) 

What do you think we should be doing as a nation to 
tackle childhood obesity/ inactivity? 

As a PE department, we offer a range of different 
sports which engages all students. We offer some of 
the more niche activities such as yoga, zumba and 
orienteering.  We are always looking to expand our 
array of activities we have on offer so the enjoyment 
levels are there which will only keep participation levels 
high. If all schools adopted this approach and offered 
an array of activities rather than just competitive sports, 
I feel this would increase activity levels and tackle 
childhood obesity. 

What is the best/ funniest excuse anyone has ever 
given you for getting out of PE? 

One student came to me with a note saying they didn’t 
have any PE kit because they left the bag on the floor 
and their new puppy urinated all over their kit! I had 
another student who said a milkshake had exploded in 
her bag—although she chose to wear the top rather 
than borrowing one and spent the entire lesson 
running around smelling like a strawberry milkshake! 

Ricky Wickwar is a PE teacher and Head of 

House for Bullen.  

What’s Next for Bullen? 
Students in Bullen House have chosen to support Nottingham Hospitals 

as one of their charities for the year. The charity was put forward by Year 

11 student Hannah Hull, who has been a regular patient at Nottingham 

since 2014 where she has been receiving treatment for scoliosis. Hannah’s 

longest stay was five months, which included both Christmas and her 

birthday. 

Hannah said: “They have helped me a lot at Nottingham. What they really 

need are some more televisions for the children’s ward because, if some-

one has to stay in bed, there is not much else that they can do.” 

Bullen’s next major fundraising event is a sportathon in the new year. 

Ashby School is an exempt charity and company limited by guarantee registered in England. Company number 08126868, registered address Nottingham Road, Ashby-de-la-Zouch LE65 1DT 


