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A flesh-eating plant and a sadistic dentist unwittingly aid the course of true love in Ashby School ’s forthcoming production 

of ‘Little Shop of Horrors’. 

The show will run from 29 November to 2 December and will involve more than 40 students, as actors, technical crew, set 

designers, musicians and more. 

One of the biggest challenges has been constructing the huge, carnivorous plant which dominates the storyline.  

Catherine Matthews, head of the arts, said: “’Little Shop of Horrors’ is extremely challenging, particularly from the point of 

view that we have to create a plant that eats everybody!  

“It is a musical we have really wanted to do for a long time. As well as being an exciting production, it is a really visual 

spectacle with some fantastic singing performances. It will be of the high standard and quality that audiences have come to 

expect from a show at Ashby School.” 

There will be two performances to local schools before the official run begins on Wednesday 29 November. 

Tickets are priced £6 (£4 for concessions) and are available from A block reception from 15 November. 

Little Shop, Big Production... 

Lots to See (and Hear) in New-Look Arts Block 
The school’s arts block has been extended and refurbished in a £200,000 improvement programme. 

The revamp includes the creation of a new entrance foyer which doubles as an exhibition and performance space.  

In the music department, better acoustics, improved sound proofing and a separate recording studio are all helping to 

enhance students’ learning experience. 

Headteacher Eddie Green said: “This is an expansion of, and investment in, the arts at a time when they are under 

increasing financial pressure from central government. The arts continues to be an important part of what we offer at 

Ashby School and is certainly not something we want to see removed from the curriculum.” 

See page 6 for more news on the arts block. 
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Head-lines 

Ashby School has been shortlisted for the title of School 

of the Year at the annual North West Leicestershire 

Local Sports Alliance Sports Awards. 

The school will be hoping to retain the accolade which it 

won for the first time last year. 

Ashby School has also been nominated for the title of 

Team of the Year for the second consecutive year. This 

follows the success of the Year 11 badminton side 

(pictured), which reached the national finals. 

Head of PE Vikki Rundle-Brown said: “It is fantastic to be 

nominated as School 

of the Year for the 

second year running.  

“Last year, the award 

was given to us in 

recognition of our 

sporting successes, 

our leadership 

programme and our 

ethos of encouraging 

all students, whatever 

their sporting ability, 

to enjoy their PE.” 

This year’s winner will be announced on 23 November. 

  ‘Get Active’ Gets a Second Run  

One of last year’s most successful sporting initiatives, 

the Get Active scheme for girls, is being run for a 

second time. 

A group of Year 11 girls has already begun the six-week 

programme which introduces them to a range of 

sporting activities, including judo, circuit training and 

Clubbercise classes. At the end of the programme, they 

will take part in a celebration day to sample additional 

activities and to reflect on what they have learned  

PE teacher Ricky Wickwar said: “This scheme was so 

successful last year that these girls couldn’t wait to get 

started. It is aimed at girls who enjoy PE but don’t take 

part in any sporting 

activity outside of 

school. 

“The idea is to 

encourage them to 

adopt an active lifestyle 

by taking advantage of 

the many sporting 

opportunities that are 

out there.” 

School Makes Shortlist for 

‘School of the Year’ (Again) 
I am sure many of you will have 

seen in the local media and on 

our website the stories of students 

who achieved personal success in 

the 2017 examinations. 

2017 saw significant changes in 

the grading system for English and maths and I was 

particularly pleased to see our English language and 

maths results continue to perform very well despite the 

turbulence and volatility in the system. These two 

subjects, in particular, give students an excellent 

foundation for the rest of their lives. 

Results day is always an exciting time and it was a great 

pleasure to see so many students being rewarded for 

their efforts. As a result of success at either GCSE or A 

level, so many individuals have been able to pursue 

their ambitions for the next stage of their education. 

This may include Ashby School Sixth Form, a college 

place, an apprenticeship or university.  

We have been pleased with the way our new Year 10 

students have settled into life at Ashby. They are the first 

group of students who will see all their GCSE grades 

marked on a 9 to 1 scale.  

It is crucial that, in a period of high accountability and 

scrutiny regarding performance, we adhere to our core 

values and principles. These will help to ensure that we 

continue to provide not only a high quality academic 

experience but also a range of extra-curricular, 

enrichment and cultural opportunities for our students 

designed to give them a strong foundation for the 

future. 

As ever, this issue shows just how much happens in a 

busy school like ours and the range and quality of 

experiences; the commitment of students and staff 

never ceases to astound me. I am extremely grateful 

and fortunate to work with a group of staff who give so 

much of their time so freely and willingly. 

At the end of November, we will be holding our 

biannual musical and, as always, tickets look set to sell 

out fast. Our productions are renowned for their high 

quality and for being extremely entertaining so I hope 

you are able to support the school and come and watch 

– if you are lucky enough to obtain a ticket! 

I am not sure where the summer went as Christmas is 

just around the corner and, on behalf of all of the staff 

and governors, I would like to take this opportunity to 

wish you a Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year. 

Thank you for your continued support and I look 

forward to seeing you in 2018.  

Best wishes,  Eddie Green, Headteacher 
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Sixth Form Open 

Evening  

is Tuesday  

21 November 

5.30-8pm 

 
 

Budding film maker Alex Deiry began his first week at 

Birmingham City University in style—by winning £500 of 

Amazon vouchers for his latest short film. 

Alex, who left Ashby School in the summer and is now 

studying film and animation at Birmingham City, submitted 

the video as part of the city’s Zero Hero Challenge to 

encourage students to reduce, reuse and recycle waste.  

While studying for his A levels at Ashby School, Alex was one 

of 20 promising young film makers to be accepted onto a 

course run by the British Film Institute.  

There was more foam than film for Year 10 student Dylan 

Green who faced challenging weather conditions to compete 

in the British Jetski P1 AquaX Championship 2017. The latest 

round at Torquay took place amidst five foot waves and gale 

force winds.   

Dylan was eligible to race in the junior class but chose 

instead to compete against adults. At 14, he is the youngest 

rider in the Novice class. Dylan races on the sea all around 

the UK and has achieved an impressive ranking of second 

overall, missing out on first place by only one point in the 

Novice class championship this year. 

 

Year 11 students and their parents are invited to come and 

see what makes our Sixth Form so special—and so 

successful. 

In 2017, more than 50 per cent of A level passes were at top 

grades A* to B. Four students successfully secured places at 

Oxbridge, while a record number went on to study 

medicine at top universities. 

Others successfully secured apprenticeships or took up 

other exciting career offers. 

As one of the largest Sixth Forms in Leicestershire, our wide 

range of courses allows all students to follow a pathway 

that is tailored to their abilities and aspirations. 

Ashby’s vibrant Sixth Form encourages students to immerse 

themselves not only in their academic studies but in the 

many enrichment opportunities on offer, helping them to 

develop new skills, interests and friendships. 

Students enjoy outstanding facilities in all faculties as well as 

in the purpose-built Sixth Form Centre which has social and 

study areas and its own bistro. 

Pastoral support and expert guidance are on hand to help 

students settle into Sixth Form life and to plan the next 

stage of their journey. On the evening, a brief talk by the 

Acting Head of Post-16 Education will be repeated at 

5.40pm, 6.15pm, 6.50pm and 7.25pm. 

Ashby Students Make the Headlines... 
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The chance to play croquet with a member of the 

England croquet team was one of the activities on 

offer during the latest House afternoon. 

Rachel Rowe, who is ranked fifth in England, spent 

two hours at the school, coaching students on the 

boarding house lawn. 

As well as croquet, there were more than 50 other 

activities for students to choose from.  

These included 

everything 

from horse 

grooming and 

zumba to sign 

language and 

Persian culture. 

All students were given 

an afternoon away 

from their usual 

lessons to try 

something new. 

Headteacher Eddie 

Green said: “Students 

are encouraged to 

throw themselves into 

their chosen activity, 

mix with different  

 

people and 

embrace the 

idea of one, big 

school 

community.” 

All students are 

a member of 

one of eight 

Houses.  

Ashby School has been named one of the 

country’s top schools for Children in Need 

fundraising. 

In 2016, the school raised an impressive £1,641.187 

- most of it during a single 40-minute lunch break. 

In recognition of its efforts, the school has been 

awarded ‘Loyal Supporter’ status. 

Students and staff are now busy planning ways to 

make this year’s event even bigger and better than 

before. 

Teacher Michelle Smith, who organised last year’s 

Children in Need activities, said: “We are delighted 

to be named one of the country’s top schools for 

fundraising for 

Children in Need. The 

accolade has really 

spurred us on to make this 

year’s Children in Need bigger 

than ever.” 

This year, the school lunch 

break will be extended to a full 

hour to allow staff and students 

time to take part in as many 

activities as they can. 

These will include a re-run of last year’s most successful 

initiatives, namely cake sales, a penalty shoot out, a gaming 

competition in the hub and a chance to ‘Soak the Teacher’ 

in the stocks (Mr Mason takes a hit in the picture above). 

There will also be various games and side stalls. 

Students will be invited to donate £1 to take part in a non 

uniform day. 

Children in Need 2017 takes place on Friday 17 November. 

Anyone for Croquet (or the Other 50 Activities)? 

Children in Need: School Aims to Smash Total 
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Try Something New... 

 

From the Governors… Curriculum 

Bullen House is hoping to top its 2016—17 bumper charity 

total of £1,000. This year, members of Bullen have voted to 

support Castle Donington First Responders following a 

passionate presentation in assembly by Year 11 student 

Niamh Marlow. Working as volunteers, First Responders 

attended more than 500 incidents between January and 

September 2017, including calls to patients suffering chest 

pain, strokes and cardiac arrest.  

Niamh, whose mum is a First Responder, said: “I decided I 

had to put the charity forward as our House charity because 

they work so hard.” Preparations are underway for a 

Christmas quiz and a 24-hour sportathon. 

Erdington has also set its sights on an ambitious charity 

total, aiming to raise at least £800 for The Joseph Cooper 

Trust, which supports children with cancer.  The charity was 

chosen following an assembly pitch by Sam Garton. 

Erdington students have already banked £372 from cake 

sales and other form events. 

Ashe House is also supporting The Joseph Cooper Trust and 

is hoping to raise £450 to tie in with the school’s 450th 

anniversary celebrations. A Christmas film night and festive 

tuck shop are already in the pipeline. 

In Loudoun (pictured), members will be supporting mental 

health charity Mind, a 

cause championed by 

student Josh Blewitt.  

In Hastings, House 

manager Roger Skervin 

has challenged staff 

and students to beat 

last year’s charity total 

of £833. This year, they 

will be donating the 

money they raise to 

Cancer Research. 

Planned activities 

include a sponsored car wash and park runs. 

Gylby has decided to use its charity fundraising platform to 

support LOROS and Phoenix Children’s Foundation. 

Crewe is aiming to raise more than just money for its 

chosen charity. House manager Tom Rees is hoping the 

campaign in aid of the Anthony Nolan blood cancer charity 

will encourage eligible staff and Sixth Formers to consider 

signing up to the donor register. 

Meanwhile, Ferrers will be fundraising for Rainbows 

Children’s Hospice. 

All GCSE subjects have now moved to the new 9 – 1 

grading system, in line with national curriculum 

changes. This mean that all GCSE examinations sat by 

current Year 10 students will be graded 9 – 1. (For Year 

11 students, most subjects will be marked 9 – 1 while a 

small number will remain A* – G). 

At Ashby School, we are continually reviewing our 

curriculum to ensure we offer a broad and balanced 

range of subjects to suit the abilities and aspirations of 

all students. As a result, we have increased the number 

of English and maths lessons for all Year 10 students, as 

part of a strategy to reinforce these vital life skills. This 

year, Year 10 students have 15 lessons per fortnight 

dedicated to the two subjects. Next year, the number 

will rise again to include eight maths and eight English 

lessons per fortnight in all Year 10 timetables.  

In the coming months, there will be a renewed focus on 

developing the Key Stage 5 (Sixth Form) curriculum to 

reflect the wide and varied range of opportunities now 

available to post-16 students. We recognise the 

importance of preparing students not only for 

university but for a growing array of educational and 

workplace challenges, such as apprenticeships. 

Geoff Staniforth, Deputy Headteacher 

A new initiative has been launched to help students 

make a smooth and effective transition from GCSEs to 

A levels. 

Two groups of Year 12 students have been invited to 

take part in the Striving for Success programme, with 

the first group completing the nine-week course by 

Christmas. The second group will begin their sessions 

in the New Year. 

As part of the programme, students take part in special 

study sessions and must sign up for a series of nine 

after school workshops. 

Teacher Vikki Rundle-Brown, who is overseeing the 

programme, said: "We recognise that it can be quite a 

leap from GCSE to A level, particularly under the new 

linear system, where students 

sit all their exams at the end 

of the two years. 

"The aim of the programme is 

for all of our students to be 

successful at A level. To help 

them do this, students are put 

into pairs and assigned a Year 

13 mentor to help them."  

Striving for (More) Success 

     Bullen Sets Out to Regain Charity Crown  
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 The Arts 
The £200,000 overhaul of the arts block has created 

larger and more versatile workspaces for students and 

staff. 

Music students now have access to bigger practice rooms 

which have been specially designed to accommodate 

ensembles.  

In art, classrooms have been completely refurbished to 

create a bright and spacious teaching environment with 

improved facilities. 

Catherine Matthews, head of the arts, said: “We are loving all 

the extra space in the new art block! All the workspaces have 

been designed to be more flexible and more conducive to 

effective teaching and learning.” 

Away from school, more than 60 students took part in the 

annual music residential trip to Dunfield House. Musicians of 

all abilities and year groups spent a weekend practising 

together, covering a variety of musical genres. Friends and 

family were treated to a concert on their return. 

Earlier in the year, school musicians teamed up with students 

from Ivanhoe College and local primary school pupils for a 

joint concert at Ivanhoe, showcasing a range of popular 

tunes. The theme for this year’s show was ‘Carnival of the 

Animals’. There are already plans for next year’s event, titled 

‘Over the Rainbow’. 

Meanwhile, art students spent a weekend in London, visiting 

several galleries, including God’s Own Junkyard where they 

were able to interview practising artist Antony Micallef, who 

was himself taught by acclaimed painter John Virtue. 

Drama students also travelled to London, to watch ‘Much 

Ado About Nothing’ at The Globe theatre (pictured). 

Ashby students triumphed in two out of three business 

challenges this year. 

Teams from Ashby School took first place in the CIPFA 

accountancy competition at De Montfort University and 

in a competition run by Ashby-based CEVA logistics to 

mark European Supply Chain Day. Two teams from 

Ashby also put in excellent performances in the BASE 

Accountancy competition. 

Year 10 Business students are now following the new 

GCSE syllabus graded 9 – 1. The new course no longer 

includes coursework but has been updated to feature 

more numerical content, such as accounting ratios, 

making the mathematical element more challenging. 

Head of business Paul Mills said: “The new GCSE course is 

more up-to-date. It recognises that businesses do things 

differently, with the advent of devices like pop-up shops.  

“Because there is no coursework element, it leaves more 

class time to explore current issues in business such as the 

recent Ryanair debacle, which is all about leadership and has 

triggered some very interesting debates.” 

Year 11 students are completing the old GCSE course graded 

A* – G. 

Students who prefer a coursework element can choose to 

study for a BTEC Business Level 2, which is 75 per cent 

coursework and 25 per cent examination.  

Other changes mean that Year 11 students can opt for a 

GCSE course in leisure and tourism, while Year 10 are 

studying for the BTEC travel and tourism level 2 qualification 

instead. 

Year 13 students experienced the international nature of 

business when they gave up part of their October half term 

break to visit Disneyland Paris. 

As well as looking at the marketing of Disney, students used 

the visit to examine exchange rate changes and the impact 

of Brexit. (They also managed a boat trip down the Seine). 

Meanwhile, Year 13 travel and tourism students only made it 

as far as the airport!  The level 3 students spent an afternoon 

at East Midlands Airport where they looked at the 

interconnectedness of travel organisations, such as airlines, 

car hire and travel agencies. 

 Business  
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Design Technology 
Young Designers from Ashby School won five out of seven 

trophies in the regional finals of the Rotary Young Designer 

of the Year competition.   

Entries are judged by Rotary experts who look for evidence 

of creative flair and craftsmanship.  

The winners were William Bagley (pictured below), Elizabeth 

Sutton, Owen Blythe, Ben Hughes and Ellie Copeland. 

Following the school’s success in the Young Designer 

competition, there are plans to work with Rotary on an 

Enterprise Initiative Challenge, transcending all design 

disciplines. 

The school is also planning to enter the Girls into 

Engineering competition for the second consecutive year. 

Girls now make up about a quarter of the engineering 

cohort in Years 10 and 11.. 

As a result of national curriculum changes, all design 

students now follow a 

single course at GCSE 

(except for those studying 

food, computing and 

construction). This means 

that students learn the 

same core design skills 

before specialising in their 

chosen area. The new 

specification places a 

greater emphasis on the 

design and manufacture 

of prototypes to solve real 

and relevant problems. 

In the new course, assessment is 50 per cent practical and 

50 per cent theory. More theory lessons have been 

introduced this year to help students prepare for their final 

exams. 

All design students are benefiting from the faculty’s 

investment in new technology.  

The school has recently introduced Fusion 360, a 3D 

industrial standard modelling package which allows 

rendering and analysis of models (pictured above). 

After being introduced to Year 13 students in the summer 

term, it has now been rolled out to Year 10 and 11 engineers 

and all other design students. 

The faculty now has seven 3D printers, a plasma cutter, two 

laser cutters, and a CNC sawing machine. For food science 

students, the school kitchens are equipped like industrial 

kitchens. 

Head of design technology Ed Cooper said: “There are very 

few secondary schools where design is a core part of the 

curriculum. At Ashby School, there are 1,000 students 

studying design at KS4 (Years 10 and 11) and 300 at KS5 

(Years 12 and 13). 

“We still focus on traditional techniques but using cutting 

edge technology.” 

The faculty also has strong links with local industries. 

A representative from Tata Steel specialising in autonomous 

vehicles will speak to students about engineering in the 

coming weeks.. Other visitors will include an architect to talk 

about graphic design and a representative from Eon to 

share his experiences of engineering. 
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Talking Heads 

 

Morgan Woodrow secured a coveted apprenticeship with Rolls Royce, 

after leaving Ashby School in 2016 with A levels in engineering, 

chemistry and maths.  

Ashby School is an exempt charity and company limited by guarantee registered in England. Company number 08126868, registered address Nottingham Road, Ashby-de-la-Zouch LE65 1DT 

How easy was it to get an apprenticeship with Rolls Royce?  

Honestly, I didn't find it that hard but then I did get a place! 
After doing a few events with My Kinda Future which I found 
out about through Ashby School, I applied online and did 
some aptitude tests. After that, I went to the interview stage 
where I had to give a presentation about myself and another 
about gas turbine engines. Looking back, I think my 
interviewer saw my passion for engineering and my 
eagerness to keep learning new things. 

What do you think should be done – or is being done - to 
get more girls interested in engineering? 
I've actually helped out at a few events recently trying to do 
just this. I think as a society we have issues - though less so 
now than ever before - with putting boys and girls into 
boxes at a young age. As a child, I hated toys like Baby Born 
and loved Lego and Brio but I know there are people whose 
parents may have pushed them into traditionally gendered 
toys. I think this is the root of the problem but that will 
change with changing attitudes about gender over time. 
In the short term, we should support young people in 
achieving their aspirations no matter how different they may 
be from what's considered the norm. 
 
Why, and from what age, were you interested in 
engineering? 
I'm not sure there's a pinpoint moment when I thought 
'that's what I want to do'. But I do remember going to 
physics and astronomy events like Star Gazing Live at 
Leicester University and the Big Bang Fair and being 
interested in the tech there like Siemens talking about wind 
turbines and seeing Bloodhound SSC and meeting Bridget at 
the Space Centre in Leicester who's the prototype for one of 
the Mars rovers: it absolutely fascinated me. And I love 
watching documentaries about space and the technology 
and engineering involved. I think the earliest experience like 
that was when I was maybe 10 to 12? I also went to various 
motor racing events with my family from a young age at 
tracks like Donington, Silverstone and Mallory Park. There's 
actually a photo of me and my younger sister in our 
pushchairs wrapped up in coats and hats at Mallory Park. 
As for why - in short, I think it's the influence of my family 
growing up. I've grown up in a car and engineering 
orientated family - most of the men on both sides of my 
family were/are engineers of some kind. And I have fond 
memories of building Lego and Scalextric with my sister and 
my Dad. 
When I was maybe 11, my mum and my sister went shopping 
for the day and me and my dad built a paper Newton's 

telescope from a 
kit. It was such a 
fun day and I still 
have the telescope 
now; it's perfect 
for looking at the 
moon and seeing 
its landscape and 
it's so amazing to think that Newton built something similar 
from scratch in the 1600s. I'm sure he didn't have the luxury 
of contact adhesive and paper clips! 
 
How did Ashby School prepare you for working life/ your 
apprenticeship? 
Ashby School helped me mature as a person as well as learn 
how to handle my weaknesses better. It also encouraged me 
to focus on my personal development and reflection which 
has allowed me to build upon the essential skills I use day-to
-day in the workplace. 
 
Would you recommend the apprenticeship route to others? 
Absolutely! I think it's a fantastic opportunity. Especially 
those who want a less school-like form of education. 
As an apprentice, I think I've developed more as a person 
than I would have at university alone. In my apprenticeship, 
I'm doing a degree alongside my job role so I still get some 
of that experience and for me, I don't think I could have 
done it without my job as well. I really enjoy my job role and 
university feels more like an extra thing that I just have to do. 
Also because I'm getting paid while I’m learning I've had less 
stress over money, far less than I would have had had I gone 
to university. Apprenticeships are also a good route for 
those who are unsure about doing A levels because many 
companies offer them for 16 year-olds. 
 
What are your fondest memories of Ashby School? 
I met a lot of my closest friends at Ashby and I have a lot of 
good memories with them at school. Even though we were 
all working hard, I have a lot of fond memories from most of 
my subjects but particularly engineering and physics. 
 
What do you do in your spare time? 
I spend a lot of time building and designing my website 
which I've been doing for a long time. I also enjoy building 
Lego with my boyfriend as well as watching TV and YouTube 
videos about science and engineering and reading books. At 
the moment, I'm reading the latest Shadowhunters book 
and watching Mr. Robot but I'm looking forward to a new 
series of Doctor Who next year. 

The growing number of apprenticeship opportunities for school leavers was evident at 

Ashby School’s recent careers evening. To reflect this burgeoning trend, the Sixth Form 

has organised two apprenticeship workshops for Year 13 students: the next one will 

take place on Monday 29 January 2018.  

 

In this issue’s Talking Heads, former student Morgan Woodrow lifts the lid on 

apprenticeships. 


