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Heading Out... 

...and Heads Down 

London, Bruges and Cologne are just 

three of the city destinations visited 

by students so far this year. 

Art students spent a weekend in 

London, sampling artworks at 

galleries and venues including the 

Hauser and Wirth Gallery, the Royal 

Academy and the Newport Street 

Gallery, which is owned by Damien 

Hirst. 

Linguists travelled to Cologne and 

Bruges, to practise their French and 

German, and to take in some of the 

local and cultural attractions, 

including a chocolate factory. 

Closer to home, engineers spent a 

day in the labs of Leicester University, 

while English students attended 

lectures at the same university, as 

part of the Leicester Literary Festival.  

Forthcoming educational visits include a geography trip to Iceland and a ski trip to Italy, both during February half term.  

An intensive revision programme for Year 11 students was launched at parents’ evenings in January.  

Revision and catch-up sessions take place most nights after school from now until 19 May, when study leave begins. 

There will also be revision sessions during study leave for students who wish to attend a final lesson before sitting an 

exam. 

Students and parents should consult the revision timetables for the exact dates of revision sessions in each subject. 

Timetables were handed out at parents’ evenings and are posted on the school website.  

This is the second year that 

the school has issued detailed 

revision timetables for Year 11 

students in all subjects, 

helping them to plan their 

revision more effectively and 

avoid a last-minute panic. 

It is believed that the 

timetables helped to boost 

student confidence and 

success rates in 2016. 
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Head-lines 

 

GCSEs in England are being reformed and will be graded 

with a new scale from 9 to 1, with 9 being the highest 

grade.  

English literature, English language and maths will be the 

first subjects to be graded in this way from August 2017. 

The subjects with the highest numbers of candidates (e.g. 

arts, humanities, languages) will follow in 2018 and most 

others in 2019.  

During this transition, students will receive a mixture of 

letter and number grades. These changes are part of a 

shake-up of GCSEs, designed to make them more 

challenging and to keep pace with the demands of 

employers and universities.  

In the first year that each new GCSE subject is introduced, 

students who would have got a grade C or better will get 

a grade 4 or better. Grade 9 will be more difficult to 

achieve than a grade A*.  

The extra top grade will make it easier for employers and 

universities to distinguish between the most able 

students. 

   

GCSE Grades are Changing 

–Here’s How... At the end of January, the staff 

produced their biannual staff 

revue which played for two nights 

to a packed house. The show was 

a great success and gave staff the 

opportunity to show off their many 

and varied talents. More than this, 

it demonstrated so much about 

our school, namely the 

commitment, dedication, 

friendship and sense of pride that exists here. I wonder 

how many schools could put on such a production with 

more than 60 per cent of teaching and support staff 

involved in some capacity. 

It is remarkable to think that, with Christmas and New 

Year only just behind us, Year 11 have only 11 school 

weeks to go before the main examination series begins. 

For Years 12 and 13, it is just 12 weeks. I hope your sons 

and daughters have taken on board some important 

lessons from the mock examination period, are thinking 

about revision and are receiving the help and support 

they need to be successful.  

At the end of the Spring term, we say goodbye to Miss 

Jones who has been covering maternity leave in Film 

and Media. We thank her for her hard work and wish 

her well in the future. We will be welcoming back Mrs 

Conn who is returning from maternity leave. We will  

also say farewell to Mrs Mead in English who has 

worked at Ashby for a number of years and has been 

part of the faculty leadership team. We wish her every 

success in the future and thank her for all her efforts 

over the years. 

You may recall that we had snow one Friday morning 

last month which lasted for a couple of hours. The 

school was open as usual.  However, we received a 

significant number of telephone calls from parents to 

check if we were open; these calls unfortunately 

prevented us from dealing with other more urgent 

matters. In the event of bad weather, we will always try 

to keep school open. Where this is not possible, closure 

information will be sent via text to all parents and will 

also appear on the school website before 7.30am. Local 

media outlets will be informed. Please do not ring the 

school, but check the website and ensure your mobile 

phone number is up to date on the school records. If 

you have changed your phone number or not yet 

provided us with the details, please contact the school 

to update your information. 

As ever, this issue of the Ashbeian is packed with news 

of events and activities. There is not enough space to 

cover everything that we offer, but hopefully these 

articles give you a flavour of just how vibrant and active 

the school is. It is also an opportunity to share with you 

the talents of some of our remarkable students of which 

we have so many.                                                       

Best wishes, Eddie Green, Headteacher 
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Apply Now to Mary Smith Fund 

Girls Take Up Sports Challenge 

Awards are made every year by the Mary Smith Fund to 

help students and former students to follow their dreams. 

In 2016, successful applications were made by Jake 

Woollard, who put his award towards the cost of an 

engineering course; Max Heller, who completed a first aid 

qualification for stage and event managers; and Sarah 

Holbrook, who bought her own bassoon, enabling her to 

continue with the instrument at university. 

Owen Blythe, Jack Gascoyne, Nick Rundlett and Ben 

Hughes, of local band Izzara (pictured), used the funding to 

purchase a pair of good quality monitors. They have since 

used the equipment to play gigs across the Midlands, 

including a wedding reception for one of their teachers. 

Charlotte Forder, who applied for funds to attend the 

VetQuest programme at Bristol University, said: "The 

funding helped me to take up this opportunity which was 

vital in confirming that I did want to pursue a career in the 

veterinary profession." 

The fund is 

open to all 

students and 

former 

students of 

Ashby School 

and Ivanhoe 

College up to 

the age of 25. 

It was set up 

in 1936 to 

help young 

people from 

the Ashby 

area to 

pursue their 

career or educational ambitions. An application form and 

more details can be found on the school website. 

The closing date for 2017 applications is Friday 24 February. 

 

 

Gamers Plug in and Dig Deep 

Year 13 students can apply to a fund set up in memory of 

former Ashby School student Alex Grose. Alex was an 

exceptional student at Ashby School who died suddenly 

in 2010, at the beginning of Year 13.  

The fund was established by Alex’s family, friends, 

students and school staff to help others achieve what 

Alex was not able to complete.  

Each year, a bursary of £250 is awarded to a Year 13 

student to assist with his or her next step, whether it is 

university, work or training.  

Applications are particularly welcome from the ‘unsung 

heroes’ who make a significant contribution to the school 

community, but miss out on high profile roles or are not 

otherwise recognised.  

The fund’s administrators are also keen to hear from 

students who have endured some form of personal 

calamity, have dealt with a serious medical or similar 

challenge, are carers or generally display admirable 

selflessness. 

Applications can be made through the Sixth Form Office 

up to the end of the calendar year in which students 

leave Ashby School. Students must first have finalised 

plans for what they are doing after Year 13.   

Applicants should submit a simple letter stating: (i) how 

much they need (ii) how the money will be used and (iii) 

how they meet one or more of the qualifying criteria.                               

 

 ...and Alex’s Fund 

An all-night charity gameathon in the school’s hi-tech 

hub helped to raise £150 for charity. 

The event was driven by Year 12 student Chloe Baker 

who decided to organise the fundraiser after attending 

a similar night the previous year. Gamers from all year 

groups arrived at 7.30pm armed with PCs and Xboxes 

and stayed until 7.30am the following morning.  

While most of the Sixth Formers had quilts on hand for 

a nap, Year 10 students played games throughout the 

night. 

One of the highlights was the 11pm pizza delivery 

(pictured below). 

All proceeds 

from the event 

went to Alex’s 

Wish, the Ashe 

House charity. 

Last year, staff 

and students 

raised more 

than £6,783 for 

charities chosen 

by each of the 

school’s eight 

Houses. 
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Head boy Ben Hughes gained an important insight into 

physics at university, after enrolling for a Cambridge 

masterclass. 

Ben spent a day at Corpus Christi, where he attended two 

lectures, including one on super conductors, and took 

part in a hands-on workshop. The day included a tour of 

the college’s facilities and accommodation. 

Ben was also introduced to the Isaac Physics project which 

offers online physics support to students from GCSE 

through to university. 

Ben said: “I would definitely recommend a visit like this, 

especially to anyone who is considering applying to 

Oxbridge.  

“The experience also took up quite a chunk on my 

personal statement. People appreciate that you have used 

your own time to sign up for something like this.” 

 

 

When budding biochemist Ana Rodrigues set about 

looking for work experience in a lab, she stumbled across 

a biomedical residential course at Cambridge University. 

After writing a personal statement and obtaining a 

reference, she was accepted for the two day course at 

Trinity College. 

Ana attended several lectures on a broad range of topics, 

and was given an opportunity to spend time in the labs, 

where she did work on mutations. She even got a chance 

to go punting (pictured below). 

Ana, who has since been offered a conditional place to 

study biochemistry at Oxford, said: “I met lots of nice 

people, some of whom I have kept in touch with.   

“I would definitely 

recommend it. I wrote 

about the residential in my 

personal statement and 

was asked about it at my 

university interview so it 

gave me lots to talk 

about.” 

A Place(ment) in the Sun (or the Lab) 

Languages lover Anna Cutler broadened her knowledge 

at both a summer school and a university masterclass, 

before securing a conditional offer from Cambridge 

University.  

Anna applied to take part in a languages masterclass at 

Brasenose College, Oxford, where one of the tasks was 

to analyse a poem in French.  The same skills later 

proved central to the Cambridge entrance process. 

Anna later spent two weeks of her summer holiday at a 

French-speaking summer school in Biarritz (pictured 

below). She spent her mornings in language lessons 

before devoting her afternoons to surfing—with 

instruction wholly in French! 

Anna, who lived with a host family, said: “The whole 

experience was brilliant, as a holiday and as an 

opportunity to work on my French.  

“The Oxford masterclass was very useful too, especially if 

you are thinking of applying to Oxbridge. Admittedly, it 

was a bit daunting to be sharing your ideas with one of 

the experts in that field but it is also very useful to hear 

other people’s opinions because it makes you think in a 

different way.” 

Anna plans to read French and German at Jesus College, 

Cambridge. 

  Every year, students from Ashby School enrol in summer schools, university       

masterclasses and residential courses to bolster their experience and UCAS 

applications. Here are some of their stories. 



5 

Try Something New... 

 

From the Governors…                

Finance and General Purposes 

A Place(ment) in the Sun (from page 

four) 

Engineering hopeful Paul Stinson spent four weeks of his 

summer holiday working on an engineering research 

project at Leicester University. 

Paul applied to take part in the Nuffield Summer School, 

where he worked 9—5 gathering data on spiralling air 

structures in a wind tunnel. 

He said: “It was hard work but it was a very valuable 

experience. We were tasked to gather data as part of a 

genuine research project so we weren’t just repeating 

experiments.” 

For Paul, who has applied to study electronic engineering at 

university, the experience reinforced his ambition to pursue 

a career in engineering. 

 

The challenges facing civil and coastal engineers were 

experienced at first hand by aspiring engineer James 

Senior, during a Headstart STEM programme at Plymouth 

University. 

James spent five days at Plymouth where he helped to 

build and test a platform for a wind turbine, and to 

construct a bridge.  

As part of the course, he also visited local engineering 

landmarks, including the Tamar Bridge (pictured) which was 

designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel.  

James said: “If you are looking at STEM subjects, I would say 

‘go for it’. We did lots of hands-on practical work and spent 

time with university students who took us round and talked 

to us about the course.” 

Riding to Victory 

The Finance and General Purposes Committee has 

continued to focus on improving facilities for both 

students and staff. 

A successful grant application for £250,000 from the 

DfE allowed the 40-year-old heating system in A Block 

to be completely upgraded. Further investment was 

made in improvement projects including toilet 

refurbishments and substantial works to the swimming 

pool building. The sports hall and science laboratories 

have also been redecorated. Following a request from 

students, a new cycle shelter has been erected on the 

Nottingham Road site.  

The committee is also responsible for overseeing 

student safety and wellbeing. Notable improvements 

include additional security fencing on the Leicester 

Road playing fields and repairs to the pathways 

throughout the site. Visitors to the school will have 

noticed not only the vibrant new signage system, but 

also stunning wall displays in the science corridors 

depicting scenes of space exploration and the natural 

world.  

Further investment in IT facilities has delivered new 

laptops and projectors in science, MFL, PE, English and 

computing.   Andrew Burton, Business Manager 

 Riding to Victory 

Horsewoman 

Evelyn Hopkins 

is hoping to 

repeat her 2016 

success when 

she defends the 

Junior National 

Dressage 

Championship 

team title. 

Evelyn, who is in 

Year 11, was a 

member of the 

winning team 

last year, 

beating off 

competition from more than 70 other teams from around 

the country. 

She and her team mates have now begun competing in 

this year’s qualifying rounds, in the hope of reaching the 

championships to take the title for a second consecutive 

year.  

Evelyn is a member of Atherstone Riding Club. Her horse 

is called Aslan. 
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Modern Foreign Languages 
Examination results in MFL subjects were among the best in 

the faculty’s history in 2016. In GCSE French, 76 per cent of 

students achieved A* - C. In German, this was 93 per cent. 

In French A level, all but one student picked up an A or A*, 

while more than 85 per cent of German A level students 

achieved A* to B. Almost half of A level languages students 

went on to study a languages-related subject at university. 

About 500 Year 11 students completed their first speaking 

exam towards the end of January. The second Year 11 

speaking exam will take place in the week beginning 27 

March 2017. Each exam counts for 15 per cent of students’ 

final GCSE mark. 

French students have been able to practise their speaking 

skills with the faculty’s language assistant, Remi 

Duangphrachanh. Remi, who is French, is based in the faculty 

throughout the academic year. 

In Year 10, all 500 language students have embarked on the 

new GCSE syllabus. This means that students will no longer 

be required to complete controlled assessments or 

coursework. Instead, their final grade will be determined by 

three exams at the end of the two year course: one in 

reading and listening, one written paper and one speaking 

exam. 

A trip to Cologne and Bruges in December (pictured) helped 

students from all year groups to brush up on their language 

skills.  

In April, 20 

Sixth Formers 

will travel to 

Strasbourg to 

visit the 

European 

Parliament 

where they will 

take part in 

debates and 

activities with 

students from 

across Europe. 

Ashby is the 

only school in 

Leicestershire 

to take part in 

this valuable 

enrichment project. 

Preparations for GCSE study are already underway at all four 

high schools in North West Leicestershire. Students in Years 

7, 8 and 9 sit a standard end-of-year test to allow upper 

school teachers to gauge their performance.   

A masterclass for able linguists from Ibstock and Ivanhoe 

schools gave students an opportunity to sample lessons in 

three languages: French, German and Spanish. It is hoped 

that initiatives like this will encourage students to consider 

opting for two languages at upper school. 

 

All Year 10 humanities students have embarked on the 

government’s new curriculum this year. 

To help them get to grips with the new content, all Year 10 

history students have been provided with an electronic 

textbook free of charge, which they can also access from 

home. 

The allocation of free electronic textbooks was trialled last 

year in psychology, where Sixth Form students found it 

extremely useful. 

Changes to A level courses require geographers to carry out 

an in depth investigation during a five day field trip. Ashby 

students will travel to the south coast in September where 

they will be based at a field studies centre while they 

complete the study on a topic of their choice. 

Earlier this year, more than 160 Year 11 geographers visited 

Stratford over three days to carry out a GCSE field work 

investigation (pictured right). 

The next cohort of geographers has begun preparing for 

GCSE learning. More than 100 Year 9 students from Ibstock 

College spent an afternoon at Ashby School, collecting  

 

 

weather data around the school site and experiencing 

extreme weather in the hi-tech hub. A similar session was run 

for students at Ivanhoe College. 

Psychology students will visit Thorpe Park where they will be 

one of the first school parties to ride the Derren Brown Ghost 

Train, billed as a ‘fully immersive psychological experience’. 

Exam results in 

humanities 

included some 

upward trends in 

2016. At A2, 24 

per cent of 

students in 

psychology and 

RS achieved A or 

A*. In the new AS 

history 

specification, 

there was a 100 

per cent pass rate, 

which bodes well 

for students’ A2 

results. 

Humanities  
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Maths 
 

 

 

Mathematicians from Ashby School have again done 

themselves proud in a series of national maths 

competitions. 

More than 40 students from Years 12 and 13 –and one 

Year 11 student - took part in the UK Senior Maths 

Challenge. Of these, 17 achieved bronze, 17 silver and nine 

gold.  Rebecca Coward from Year 11 did exceptionally well 

to achieve a silver. It is very rare for a Year 11 student to 

attempt this level of difficulty. 

The top eight students went on to compete in the next 

round, known as the Pink Kangaroo. Dan Wilde, in Year 12, 

emerged as the school’s top performer, earning a Merit. 

Rebecca Coward was also one of four girls to tackle the 

Girls’ Maths Olympiad, along with Kaitlyn Foster from Year 

12 and Emma Kelvin and Talia Aue, from Year 13 (pictured). 

Talia  was awarded a distinction—another extremely 

impressive result. 

Results of the Intermediate Maths Challenge, which was 

taken by 140 Year 10/11 students in February, were not 

available at the time of publication. 

Maths students were given a sneak preview of the subject 

at university, during a day at the University of Birmingham. 

They sampled three ‘maths inspiration lectures’ as well as 

being given a tour of the campus. 

 

 

 

It is hoped that an extensive programme of revision and 

intervention sessions will help this year’s Year 11 students 

to repeat the success of the 2016 cohort. In 2016, 79 per 

cent of students achieved A* to C in maths, compared to a 

national figure of 61 per cent. Twenty one per cent of all 

passes were A* or A. 

At A level, 79 per cent of passes were at A* to C with 37 

per cent of students achieving A or A*. On the back of 

these and other successes, Ashby School has been chosen 

as a centre to train specialist maths teachers from the 

surrounding area.  

All of the students completing the Extended Project 

Qualification (EPQ) in 2016 were awarded A or A*. This 

qualification is highly regarded by Russell Group 

universities. Last year’s students chose topics as diverse as 

dentistry, the Baptist church, dark matter in the universe, 

obesity in the NHS, and South Korean fashion.  

Faculty prefects from Years 12 and 13 have been helping to 

improve the understanding and performance of 

humanities students in Years 10 and 11. About 25 students 

have volunteered across four subjects, each committing an 

hour a week to the scheme. 

Sign up for... 

Students can now sign up for a trip to America at Easter 

2018. They will visit New York and Washington. 

A weekend history trip to Ypres and the Somme will run 

for Year 10 and 11 students at Easter 2018. 

All 550 students in Year 11 have been tackling a range of 

zany challenges, as part of a series of National Citizens’ 

Service (NCS) workshops (pictured). All of the tasks—which 

included finding out how many people could stand on a 

square the size of a handkerchief—were designed to 

develop skills such as teamwork and leadership.  

Last year, Ashby School was named a ‘Champion School’ 

for having one of the largest NCS take-up rates in the 

country. Year 11 students can sign up now at 

www.ncs.yes.co.uk 

Humanities (cont’d) 
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Talking Heads 

What A levels did you study at Ashby School? 

Biology, psychology, maths and music technology (I dropped 

maths at the end of Year 12). I went through clearing to get a 

place at Nottingham Trent University. 

When did you first have an idea about your future career? 

For a time, I thought I wanted to be a lawyer or a clinical 

psychologist. I changed my career path to teaching, after 

undertaking an intense positive psychology course in the 

Netherlands. We explored our strengths, personalities and 

aspirations. I realised that money was much less important to 

me than happiness, and that teaching psychology was my 

calling.  

Tell us about your dissertation.  

My dissertation is called ‘A Qualitative Study of Students’ 

Experiences of Unwanted, Unexpected Academic Set Backs’ . 

I have interviewed and analysed students who have 

experienced some form of self failure in academia. This was 

based on my own Sixth Form experience. I had always been 

a straight A student, and then with all the pressure and stress 

of A levels, I got BBB instead. This isn’t a fail mark by any 

stretch but failure is subjective; I had failed myself, in my 

eyes. This was a traumatic experience for me and it took a 

long time for me to overcome it. So I wanted to understand 

other people’s experiences of this perceived failure, in order 

to understand why disappointment in academia can affect us 

more than any other type of failure.  

Do you have any hobbies/ interests outside of your studies? 

I play netball about three times a week, for my uni and for a 

team in Nottingham. I am a singer, so I do gigs around 

Ashby and surrounding areas with Joe Cooper (another AS 

alumnus). I invest quite a lot of my time in positive 

psychology, so understanding myself and evaluating myself 

to make sure I’m 

constantly growing 

as a person. My goal 

is to move out to 

America, to live with 

my boyfriend (Alex 

Cooper, also a 

former AS student, no relation to Joe) to become a teacher. 

What is the best thing about university life? 

The freedom – being able to take control of your own life 

What is the worst thing about university life? 

The freedom – being out of control of your own life 

What is your fondest memory of Ashby School? 

The obvious ones like being Rizzo in ‘Grease’ or being in the 

panto. But if I were to think about what I miss most, it would 

be just being with the people you love every day.  

What is it like coming back as an ex-student? How have 

things changed? 

It feels so weird. I observe in some of the psychology lessons 

and I’m constantly wanting to put my hand up! So the level 

of professionalism expected from me is very different. In 

other ways, it hasn’tchanged at all! 

What book are you reading? 

I have just finished all the Harry Potter books (for the seventh 

time) as well as ‘The Cursed Child’ and ‘Fantastic Beasts and 

Where to Find Them’ (you’ll see a theme here).  

Where do you see yourself in 10 years’ time? 

In sunny California, driving over Golden Gate Bridge coming 

home from a day of teaching, probably going to one of my 

husband’s soccer or cricket games. Possibly with a baby?! ) 

Jessie Bradshaw left Ashby School in 2014. She is now studying for a 

BSc in Psychology with Mental Health Hons at Nottingham Trent 

University where she is writing her dissertation on academic 

disappointments. 

Ashby School is an exempt charity and company limited by guarantee registered in England. Company number 08126868, registered address Nottingham Road, Ashby-de-la-Zouch LE65 1DT 

Footballers to Defend County Cup Title 
Ashby’s county cup-winning football team has reached the final of the 

championship for a second consecutive year. 

The boys, who were crowned champions in 2016 (pictured), were hoping 

to defend their title at the beginning of February.  

However, their match against Market Bosworth High School was 

postponed due to a waterlogged pitch. The fixture is expected to be 

rescheduled for March. 

Teacher Roger Skervin said: “The postponement was a disappointment 

because we were ready. We are going into this game feeling very 

positive. It will be a tough match but there is absolutely no reason why 

Ashby can’t get its hands on the county cup again.” 


