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Awards for Remarkable Students 

Members of Crewe celebrated winning the coveted House 

league for the second consecutive year by lifting the House 

Cup in their end-of-year assembly. 

Students earn House points for attendance, positive 

behaviour and achievement, and by taking part in a series 

of House challenges throughout the year. 

Winning House manager Tom Rees said: “I am delighted 

and so proud of the students in Crewe for winning the 

league for a second year running. It is a fantastic 

achievement. Now let’s see if we can make it a hat-trick!” 

Crewe topped the league with 353 points, closely followed 

by Bullen on 332. Erdington were in third place with 313. 

Some of the school’s most exceptional students were rewarded for their achievements at this year’s annual awards 

ceremony. 

Awards were presented to more than 50 students who had impressed staff with their 

academic excellence, determination, community spirit or involvement in school life. 

The prestigious Clive Jones Shield went to Ana Rodrigues (pictured) for an 

outstanding contribution to the school during her four years at Ashby. There were 

also prizes for Harry Thornley and Hannah Hull, both in Year 11, who inspired staff and 

students with their determination to succeed in the face of complex medical issues. 

The inaugural Clare Hollingworth Prize, for a piece of succinct and investigative 

writing, was presented to Emily Darlington for an essay she wrote as part of her 

geography A level course. The prize was initiated and sponsored by governor Alison 

Bennett in memory of former student and acclaimed journalist Clare Hollingworth 

OBE. 

More pictures on page 5. 

CREWE ARE CHAMPIONS! 



2 

Head-lines 

Colder climes beckoned for Ashby School students who 

headed to the slopes of Italy and the glaciers of Iceland 

over Easter. 

Forty students made the 20 hour journey from Ashby to 

Passo del Tonale for six days of either skiing or 

snowboarding. Conditions on the slopes were excellent 

all week. 

Evening activities included bowling, ice skating and a 

disco. 

In Iceland, students experienced the geographical 

wonders and unpredictable weather for which the 

country is famous. 

They walked on glaciers, explored vast lava fields and 

visited the popular ‘Golden Circle’. Here, they witnessed 

enormous geysers at Geysir National Park and Gullfoss, 

a breath-taking waterfall that plunges into a crevice 

more than 30 metres deep. 

Students also relaxed in the naturally hot waters of the 

blue lagoon and visited the Diamond Beach where 

icebergs are breaking away from the Jokulsarlon glacier 

and floating into the sea. 

Icy Adventures 
When we return after half term, 
the examination period will be 
well underway. I hope all students 
have prepared well and achieve 
the results they are hoping for.  

We say farewell to some of our  
Year 11 students who are moving 
on to pastures new and of course to our Year 13 
students. Students are leaving to take up employment, 
college or university places, or to embark on a gap year 
and we wish them well. 

We also say farewell to several staff members who have 
secured promotion or are leaving for new careers 
elsewhere. We thank all of our departing colleagues for 
their contribution to the school. 

I am sure you will have read about the funding crisis in 
education. Across the country, hundreds, if not 
thousands, of headteachers are expressing deep 
concerns about school funding and the impact on 
school budgets. 

Ashby School has lost more than £450 000 of income 
over the last five years due to a number of cuts 
including those to sixth form funding, a fall in the level 
of grants from the Department for Education (D of E) 
and a one per cent cut to school funding imposed by 
the Local Authority. 

In addition, we have had approximately £450, 000 of 
additional costs imposed by the government. These 
include increases in employer pension contributions, 
National Insurance contributions and annual pay 
awards. 

The total impact of all of this must be managed without 
the required level of additional funding. The D of E is 
fully aware that schools are facing a serious financial 
crisis, but as yet has failed to address these concerns or 
indeed, publicly acknowledge the gravity of the 
situation. 

A recent survey indicated that 92 per cent of secondary 
schools either have a deficit budget or will move into a 
deficit position within the next two years. Ashby does 
not, as yet, have a deficit budget and is keen to maintain 
this position. However, in the near future, we must 
consider cost-saving measures such as reducing the 
time allocated to each A level subject, increasing the 
average class size, removing some subjects from our 
post 16 offer, or reviewing our financial commitment to 
non-academic elements such as sports and the arts etc. 

This issue of the Ashbeian highlights why Ashby School 
is so special and why we will strive to protect and 
preserve the wide range of activities and opportunities 
which are an essential part of our school.  

As we move into a General Election, I urge you to 
engage with prospective candidates about their 
spending plans for education and to lobby for 
education to be a high priority in the next parliament. 
The funding levels for education are a political decision 
and it is important that all parties understand the 
consequences of not providing schools with sufficient 
funding. 

Once again thank you for your continued support.  

Eddie Green, Headteacher 
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   School Takes the Plunge for Aquathon 

Girls Take Up Sports Challenge 
 

 

Bullen smashed charity targets by raising more than 

£1,000 for their chosen charity, Nottingham Children’s 

Hospital. Their choice of charity was inspired by Bullen 

student Hannah Hull who has been a patient at the 

hospital. 

Fundraising was spearheaded by House Captains Talia 

Aue, Jake Woollard, Rob Sutton and Tom Wills, along 

with Head Boy Ben Hughes. 

Throughout the year, they devised a series of money-

making ventures, culminating in the 24-hour sportathon 

which boosted the House total by more than £700. Other 

enterprises included cake sales and delivering roses on 

Valentines Day. 

     (Crewe Might be House 

Champions But…) 

Bullen are Biggest 

Fundraisers  

Five students from Ashby School will be performing at this 

year’s Edinburgh Fringe Festival, as part of the ExADUS (Ex 

Ashby Drama and University Students) company. 

Hannah Taylor, Will Smith, Tom Gamble, Katie Weatherill 

and John Cooper are already rehearsing for their 

production of ‘Farenheit 451’. (The shot above is a scene 

from the play in which the characters take selfies). 

As well as preparing for their performance, the five also 

have to fundraise to meet the costs of the trip which include 

accommodation, a contribution to the venue, costumes and 

performance rights. 

Hannah said: “This is a great opportunity for all of us to 

experience professional theatre production and to see other 

productions which will help with our studies in the future.” 

Edinburgh, 

Here We 

Come... 

Eighty seven competitors of all abilities braved this year’s 

charity aquathon. 

The event comprises a 400 metre swim followed by a 3k run. 

This year’s fastest team was made up of Archie Vanes and 

Tom Potter, who completed the course in 16.52. 

The fastest individual run was recorded by Tom Potter with 

11.56, while the quickest swim went to Tom Smith with 5.15. 

Other notable successes included Simon McCarron and his 

son, Rob, who were the fastest staff/student team. 

PE teachers Ricky Wickwar and Josh Mycroft opted to tackle 

the run as a three-legged race.  

The fastest staff team was Head of PE Vikki Rundle-Brown, 

who was partnered by Assistant Headteacher Andy Binns. 

Mrs Rundle-Brown said: “We had the highest number of 

entrants for several years. The event reminded me yet again 

of what amazing students we have and there were some 

fabulous examples of great comradery throughout the 

event!” 
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Tennis player Jordan Edwards is hoping to make a career 

out of his sporting passion.  Jordan is ranked 180th in the 

country at under 16 level and came second in the 

Leicestershire u16s tournament in 2017. He also 

represented the u18s side in the county cup. 

In his spare time, Jordan is a junior tennis coordinator at 

the Dan Maskell Tennis Centre based at Loughborough 

University. 

After A levels, Jordan hopes to secure a sporting 

scholarship at an American university. 

Fledgling photographer Jacob Wimberley turned a 

hobby into a money spinner when he started 

photographing elite cars at Donington Park race track. 

Jacob was spotted taking photographs by a high-end car 

dealer and enthusiast, who asked him to take some 

shots for his company’s bespoke car sales website. 

Jacob is now paid for taking the pictures he loves and is 

hoping to pursue a degree and a career in photography. 

(Photography by Jacob Wimberley)  

What Happens after Ashby? 

A Bird in the Hand... 

When Sophie Wilkins answered an appeal on Facebook 

for an apprentice falconer, she had no idea how it would 

change her life. 

Sophie had no previous experience of working with 

falcons but, since then, has discovered a passion for 

birds of prey and is preparing to invest in a hawk of her 

own. 

Sophie, who is studying biology, chemistry, physics and 

English at A level, is determined to find a university 

course that will fit around her falconry. 

  What happens at Ashby School is crucial to students’ future success. But what 

happens outside of school is important, too. Here, we look at how some of our 

students are preparing for life after Ashby School. 

Tennis Ace is Big Shot 

You’ve Got a Fast Car (I’ll Photograph it) 
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Try Something New... 

 

From the Governors…                

Personnel 

Awards evening continues to celebrate a wide range of achievements, both 

academic and otherwise. 

Awards included a prize for Marcel James (pictured right), in recognition of his 

role as Head Boy at the school’s boarding residence, and Bethany Clifford, who 

received the Maureen Marfani Community Award for her work with a local 

charity. 

Headteacher Eddie Green said: “It is important to remember that the students 

who receive awards are only a very small selection of the many very talented and 

hard-working young people we have at our school. We are very proud of them 

all."  

Entertainment came from Jotham Anderton, winner of the GCSE Music Award, 

and singers Jorja Foster and Jasmin Bullock who performed a vocal duet. 

Awards were presented by former student Hannah Willett, who left the school in 2009 to study Natural Sciences at 

Cambridge University. She is now completing a PhD in Plasma Physics and Fusion Energy at the University of York. 

 The Personnel Governors oversee a variety of 

important areas in the school focusing on the welfare of 

students and staff.  

This year,  the Governors have seen a continued fall in 

staff absence in all areas in the school from teaching to 

administration.  

The school said farewell to many longstanding staff and 

welcomed a group of new teachers. The newly qualified 

teachers have done particularly well and will 

successfully complete their first year of teaching in 

July.   

Personnel governors also monitor students’ attendance 

which continues to be a focus this year and beyond. We 

are very pleased with the overall upward trend.  

Students whose attendance is 95% are missing the 

equivalent of half a day every two weeks or 10 days 

over a whole school year. Research has shown that this 

invariably leads to a slump in achievement.    

Margaret Hawksworth, Assistant Headteacher 

Business students have another win under their belts 

after coming first in a competition to test their talents 

for profit-making. 

Year 12 business students Ella Chadderton, Callum 

Hodgson, Ross Jennings, Phoebe Baker, Blaze Clarke 

and George Mansfield took Part in the competition run 

by Ashby-based CEVA Logistics. 

The students played a business simulation game in 

which they were asked to work out the most efficient 

way of distributing goods by air, sea, road or rail.  

At the end of the ses-

sion, the winners were 

the team which made 

the most profit. 

Head of Business Paul 

Mills said: “It was all 

about decision mak-

ing and profit. As part 

of their course, they 

have to study distri-

bution channels so it 

tied in well with that.” 

Winning is Big Business 

Award Winners Span Range of Achievements 
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 Science 
Like all subjects, science is changing. 

This year’s Year 10 students are the first group to embark on 

the new curriculum, leading to a GCSE qualification known as 

‘combined science: trilogy’. 

All science students now follow a two-year course with 

exams at the end of Year 11. For those with a passion for 

science, this is likely to be separate GCSEs in physics, 

chemistry and biology. 

All other students will follow the core combined science 

course, leading to two GCSEs at the end of Year 11. 

As part of the new curriculum, students are expected to 

absorb more content, much of it relating to the so-called 

‘big ideas’, such as genetics, forces and the solar system. 

Students will also be required to learn all 21 formulae which 

current Year 11 students are given to use during their exams. 

However, head of science Adam Linnik believes the new 

system brings advantages to students, particularly those with 

a genuine interest in the subject. 

Science results were again excellent in 2016 with 84 per cent 

of GCSE students achieving A* to C. 

Ashby School was again represented at the Extreme Physics 

residential weekend run by the Ogden Trust—and finished in 

second place in what is a prestigious national competition. 

Four Year 10 students—James Harris, Thomas Harris, Isobel 

Stander and Xander Abbey  - took on a series of  challenges 

which included building a one minute timer and conducting 

an experiment using cosmic ray telescopes. 

The science faculty has continued its work with feeder 

schools and the local community, running a stargazing event  

for visitors aged five to 85. The evening featured a 

presentation by former student and cosmologist Chris North 

on the mysteries of the solar system, followed by four 

workshops, including one using planetarium software in the 

school’s hi-tech learning hub. 

Ashby School also hosted its annual science fair for more 

than 80 young scientists from local primary schools, with 

help from Ivanhoe College students. This year’s event takes 

place in June. 

A masterplan to help Year 11 students prepare for their GCSE 

exams has been devised by English staff. The new plan 

includes the introduction of ’walk through’ exams where staff 

go through past exam papers with students in real time. 

As part of the plan, all lessons delivered to Year 11 students 

between February and Easter have followed the same 

outline, ensuring every student benefits from the same 

advice, approach and amount of time. 

All Year 11 students have also been issued with laminated 

‘placemats’, detailing the key points they should include in 

their answers to each exam question. 

Another strand of the plan is ‘Writing Monday’ when Year 11 

students have been asked to produce a written assignment, 

focusing on either persuasive or descriptive techniques. This 

is marked and returned in time for the next Monday, when 

students complete another assignment, drawing on what 

they have learned from the feedback. 

Head of English Rowenna Wallis said: “The period of time 

leading up to GCSEs has been very intense for both staff and 

students but I think everyone agrees that it has been very 

worthwhile.” 

Away from the classroom, 80 Year 12 language students  

spent time in local primary schools, as part of their module 

on child language acquisition. This experience gave students 

a live insight into how young children learn to write and 

interact with each other. 

Year 13 students 

visited The Globe 

theatre to watch a 

production of 

John Webster’s 

‘The White Devil’, 

to tie in with their 

work on revenge 

tragedy. 

Year 13 students 

also attended 

lectures at 

Leicester 

University, as part 

of the Literary 

Leicester Festival 

(pictured right). 

 English  
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PE 
 

 

 

It has been a phenomenal year for the PE faculty. 

Since being crowned ‘Sports School of the Year’ at the 

North West Leicestershire Local Sports Alliance Sports 

Awards 2016, Ashby School has continued its run of 

success. 

The boys' u18 table tennis team competed in the Team 

Leicestershire county tournament and finished in an 

impressive second place.   

Team:  Adam Essex, Thomas Neseyif-Deakin, Michael 

Wardle and Kingkie Iong.  

The boys' under 16 badminton team made it to the 

national finals after winning the county and regional 

rounds. 

Team: Joe Goodenough, Marcus Kilby, Harry Clare and 

Kieran Evans. 

The under 15 girls' rugby team were crowned county 

champions, after beating all six teams in the county rugby 

festival. They went on to finish third in the regional 

competition. 

The u18s and u16s boys’ rugby teams narrowly missed out 

on victory in the County Cup Finals. For both teams, it was 

the second consecutive year they had reached the finals.  

Ashby's netball teams were celebrating after 

almost  sweeping the board in the Charnwood Netball 

League. 

The under 15 and under 16 sides both won the double, 

coming top in the Charnwood League and the 

tournament. 

The under 19 side finished second, losing out to Welbeck 

Sixth Form Defence College. 

The school’s under 16 boys’ football team successfully won 

the county tournament. 

Ashby School were crowned the dodgeball champions at 

this year's Spring Games at Loughborough Unviersity. 

The school represented North West Leicestershire in 

dodgeball, boys' and girls' volleyball and mixed rowing.  

The dodgeball team was out to avenge last year's defeat in 

the final. This year, 

they played more 

than 60 games of 

dodgeball,  losing 

only one game and 

winning the 

tournament.   

Team: Fin Kemp, 

Zac Warriner, 

Callum Pardoe, 

Harry Stewart, 

Logan Preston, 

Jacob Furnival, 

Tom Potter, Alex Atkins. 

The boys' volleyball won the 'Spirit of the Games' awards 

for their fantastic support of the other teams and their 

enjoyment of the whole experience. 

Team: Mitch Collins, Harry Rogers, Alec Jones, Michael 

Burge. 

 

Sport is Not Just About Winning… 

The importance of sport to mental health as well as 

physical well being is highlighted to all students, 

particularly in the run-up to exams. All Year 10 and 11 

students take part in core PE every week, choosing from an 

extensive list of 28 options, ranging from traditional sports 

like football and netball to less conventional options such 

as yoga and boxing. Students are also encouraged to get 

involved in physical activity outside of school. 

A central theme runs through all PE lessons. The theme, 

which changes four times a year, has focused this year on 

Empathy, Resilience, Confidence and Communication. 

Students are encouraged to think about, and to 

incorporate, these values into their sport and wider lives. 

The PE faculty currently runs eight different courses for 

students choosing PE as an examination subject. In Year 10, 

160 students chose to study PE at exam level.  The new 

GCSE course they are following has a slight shift away from 

practical learning and towards theory although practical 

work is included in lessons, wherever possible. 

At BTEC, students now follow the Cambridge National or 

Cambridge Technical qualification, rather than the 

traditional BTEC.  
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Talking Heads 

Dan: I would like to make some changes to  Sixth Form 

induction, particularly to help students who come from 

other schools. We already have an induction day so it 

would be good to build on that. 

I would also like to put on more social events in the Sixth 

Form to bring Year 12 and 13 together a bit more. 

Natasha: One of my main aims is to bridge the gap 

between Year 12 and 13 earlier in the year so that, by the 

end, everyone is involved. 

I’d also like to see more recycling in school—not just 

outside but in communal spaces like the Sixth Form Centre. 

There is lots of food packaging that could be recycled. 

Matt: I would like to make it easier for students to express 

their ideas and give opinions, perhaps through some sort 

of portal.  

I would also like to help improve people’s money 

awareness. Some people leave school in Year 11 with no 

idea of how to manage their money.  I am interested in 

ideas for recycling, too. 

Hatty: I would like to improve communication in school, to 

help promote events for example, perhaps by setting up a 

Twitter account run by students for students. 

A student-run Twitter account would also be a good way 

to let everyone know about all the other things we are 

doing as a senior team during our year in office! 

The new student senior team for 2017—18 has been named as Head Boy Dan Wilde, Head Girl Natasha Kirk , 

Deputy Head Boy Matt Coward and Deputy Head Girl Hatty Johns. We asked them about their plans for their 

year in office. 

Ashby School is an exempt charity and company limited by guarantee registered in England. Company number 08126868, registered address Nottingham Road, Ashby-de-la-Zouch LE65 1DT 

High Upper School Musical! 
Auditions take place on Wednesday 21 June for the next school musical, to be 

staged in the run-up to Christmas. 

Students of all acting abilities are encouraged to turn up.  

Previous productions, which have included ‘Grease’ and ‘We Will Rock You’, 

have been enormously successful. 

The title of the musical, which is still under wraps, will be announced after 

auditions. 

Students will also be needed nearer the time to help backstage and with front of 

house. 


