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Awards Evening is Out of this World 

 

That’s Why Students Go to Iceland 

 

Glacier walking, spectacular geysers and the blue 

lagoon by night were just some of the highlights of 

a five-day trip to Iceland over the Easter holiday. 

Twenty nine students representing all year groups 

made the journey which also included visits to lava 

fields, waterfalls and black sand beaches. 

The trip was run by the geography department but 

was open to all students.  

 
A former student-turned-space-scientist returned to 

Ashby School as guest speaker at this year’s annual 

awards evening. 

Mission Safety Analyst Robert Garner (pictured 

centre), who works for the UK Space Agency, 

presented awards to 60 students for academic 

excellence, outstanding progress, community 

involvement and unswerving commitment to school 

life. Ten years ago, Rob was among the winners. 

The Clive Jones Shield was presented to Beth 

Bakewell-Smith, for an outstanding all-round 

contribution to the life of the school over four years. 

Beth has been offered a place to read Biochemistry 

at Oxford University. 

Entertainment came from A level music student 

Hannah Matthews, who played a trumpet concerto, 

and singer Keelan Bourne, winner of the GCSE 

Drama Simon Ryder Award. 

Headteacher Geoff Staniforth said: “We are 

extremely proud of all our students. We hope they 

will remember their time at Ashby not only for their 

academic success but for the experiences and 

friendships that will shape them for the rest of their 

lives.” 

www.ashbyschool.org.uk 
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Headstart 

It is remarkable how quickly this year has gone by 

and that the exam season is already underway. We 

have been particularly pleased with the 

improvements in attendance this year and hope this 

will be reflected in thorough preparation for the 

exams and students’ results in the summer.  

You will have received information regarding the 

exam protocol. Please support your child to revise 

hard but also strike a balance with plenty of 

relaxation time. Help them to come prepared and 

arrive at the correct time and stress the importance of 

not keeping their phone or smart watch on them 

when in the examination. This is malpractice and will 

result in them being disqualified. 

You will have read about the recent awards evening; 

it is a real pleasure to be involved in an evening like 

this and a heart-warming opportunity to recognise 

the achievements of our students. The evening is also 

a valuable reminder that school is about so much 

more than just examination results. It was wonderful 

to welcome back Rob 

Garner, nine years after 

he last received an award 

at the same event. He 

was a real inspiration for 

the award winners. 

The summer term is 

always bittersweet. We are losing some staff this 

term, some to promotion and two starting new lives 

in the Far East. These are very exciting opportunities 

for them but a loss to the school. However, things 

must move on and we have appointed new staff who 

are looking forward to beginning careers at Ashby. 

We will also be saying goodbye to our Year 13 and 

some of our Year 11 students as they embark on the 

next stage of their lives. We wish them all the best of 

luck for their future and look forward to hearing of 

their successes.     

Geoff Staniforth, Headteacher 

Personnel governors remain committed to 

professional development, recognising that this 

impacts directly on staff wellbeing and retention. 

Investment in staff at every level and stage of their 

career ensures they have the knowledge and skills 

to be effective in their role. 

Through focused CPD opportunities, teaching staff 

have been well prepared for the new linear 

qualifications by attending exam board courses and 

developing better understanding of learning at 

greater depth. We are working to improve feedback 

in lessons to ensure students make progress and 

achieve their potential. 

By keeping abreast of the national educational 

picture, we are well placed to embrace the 

challenges ahead. We work creatively to develop 

opportunities for real leadership experience 

through mentor schemes and seconded posts. 

At Ashby, teaching is valued as a profession and we 

work hard to recruit and retain the best. 

Ali Jackson, Assistant Headteacher 

From the Governors….Personnel 

Time is running out to sign up to the National 

Citizen Service (NCS) scheme this summer. 

NCS representatives have been running sessions in 

school for Year 11 students, to give them a flavour 

of some of the challenges they may face during the 

three-week experience. 

Since then, more than 90 students have signed up 

for NCS—but students can still apply until the end 

of May. 

Students can register their interest online or by 

emailing  ncs@we-activitate.co.uk 

There’s Still Time to Say Yes to NCS 
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 Charity 
After smartphones, smart watches and smart  

meters, it’s time for smart uniform 
From August 2019, students in Year 10 will wear a new, smarter uniform. 

The uniform will include a tailored jacket, white shirt, clip-on tie and a 

choice of pleated or plain black skirt for girls and black trousers. 

Year 11 students will continue to wear their existing school logoed polo 

shirts and jumpers but will be required to wear the same skirts and 

trousers as Year 10. All school uniform items—including skirts and 

trousers  - must be bought from the school’s  three approved uniform 

suppliers. 

Black jeans, leggings and high street skirts 

will not be allowed. 

The new uniform policy has been approved 

by senior leaders and governors following 

consultation with parents, students and staff. 

Students who tried on sample uniform items 

gave an overwhelmingly positive reaction to 

the style and comfort of the clothes. 

Further details regarding specifics costs and 

suppliers will be released early in the 

summer term. Measuring sessions will be 

arranged for the current Year 9 students so that uniform can be ordered early and 

collected in the summer holiday. 

 

Exam packs 

containing all the 

essential stationery 

items students need 

for exams are now 

available from the 

School Shop. Packs 

include a pen, pencil, rubber, compass (with 

separate pencil), protractor, ruler and pencil 

sharpener, and come in an exam-approved, clear, 

plastic pencil case. Packs cost £1.20 and can be 

ordered online using Wisepay or purchased from A 

block reception. 

The School Shop also stocks calculators and an 

assortment of revision guides, all at cost price 

(including school-

only discounts from 

publishers). For more 

information, visit the 

School Shop 

webpage.  

Exam Packs on Sale for £1.20 Bullen Win House Cup 

Bullen House has won the House Cup for the 

second year running. Hastings finished a close 

second with Ashe in third. 

Each House competes for points in a range of 

challenges, including sporting events, a spelling 

bee and charity fundraising. Bullen topped the 

charity table by collecting £1,500 for Breast Cancer 

Research. Students are also awarded House points 

for good attendance and behaviour. 

Bullen House Manager Ricky Wickwar said: “I am 

extremely proud to win the House Cup for a 

second year. All the students have got on board 

and been proactive, helping to win the Cup and 

raise money for a very worthy cause.” 

https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/school-shop
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/school-shop
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/school-shop
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Year 10 student Katie Ridge is planning a drastic 

haircut to help young cancer patients. 

Katie has pledged to 

have inches cut off 

her hair for every £100 

she raises. Her target 

is £500. The money 

raised will be donated 

to Cancer Research 

UK. She will donate 

her hair to the Little 

Princess Trust which 

supplies real hair wigs 

to children and young 

people with hair loss. 

Katie was inspired to raise money for people with 

cancer following the death of her grandad from 

the disease She is planning her hair cut for 4 July. 

To make a donation, visit Katie’s fundraising page 

at https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/

katies-giving-page-567. 

 

Katie’s Hair-raising Challenge 

Noah is Cadet of the Year 

After being involved in a head-on car crash at the 

age of 11, Noah Phillips was inspired to join St 

John Ambulance—and has 

just been named 

Derbyshire District Cadet of 

the Year.  

Noah took part in three 

days of interviews and 

tasks, including a staged 

medical emergency, to  

secure the honour.  

As part of his new role, 

Noah coordinated a team 

of five young first aiders at 

this year’s London 

Marathon and regularly 

delivers presentations—

including one at the Houses of Parliament—about 

the importance of first aid. 

In the last six months, he has delivered first aid 

training to 300 people at various events. Since 

joining St John four years ago, he has been part of 

teams which have saved seven lives. Noah plans 

to study Medical Science at Burton College from 

September. 

Footballer Ciara Fray (pictured above, left) had her 

sporting career interrupted by a broken arm—but 

has fought back to become a regular for Derby 

County Ladies. 

Centre back Ciara was part of the Derby County 

Centre of Excellence for Girls until her injury. She 

subsequently joined Coventry City under 18s and 

has now returned to Derby County Ladies’ reserve 

team. She admits that one of the highlights is 

spotting Derby manager Frank Lampard in the car 

park at the training ground! 

Ciara is Back on the Pitch 

Owen Sets Fire to Fairway 

Golfer Owen Tweed is hoping to pursue his passion 

fulltime by taking up a place to study Collegiate 

Golf in America after his A levels. Owen, who is 

taking his GCSEs this summer, took up the sport at 

the age of four and has been playing for 

Leicestershire since he was 12. 

Owen, who has a handicap of 3.8, made the cut in 

the North of England under 16s competition and 

recently won the Willesley Park and Branston Golf 

Club Junior Championships. 
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A dodgeball tournament kicked off 

the school’s 24 hour sportathon in 

aid of Breast Cancer Research 

(Bullen’s House charity) and the 

Motor Neurone Disease Association, 

chosen by Loudoun.  

More than 50 students (pictured 

above, left) took part in a non-stop 

timetable of sports and activities, 

including a 3am yoga session, and 

finished with a tug of war. 

This year’s charity aquathon (above, 

right)—now in its 13th year—was  as 

taxing as ever for the 48 

entrants  who completed 

the 400 metre swim, 

followed by a 3km run.  

The fastest overall time of 16.27 was 

recorded by Harry Beard and  

George Fielding, who were also the 

fastest team. The fastest swimmer  

was Lucy Russell who finished in 

5.11, while the fastest runner was 

George Fielding in 11.09. The fastest 

individual to complete the whole 

course was Josh Harrap in 20.13.  

 

 

 Putting the World to Rights 

World issues were under the spotlight at the annual meeting of the Ashby School branch of the United Nations 

Association Youth which was held at the headquarters of Ashby-based firm Ashfield In2Focus.   

The standard and quality of students’ lobbying, discussions and contributions was outstanding on topics such 

as the crisis in Syria and the need for an international arms treaty. 

The arms treaty was passed by delegates but the Syrian resolution failed to get a two thirds majority. 

Good Sports Raise Grand Totals   

Look 

what’s 

coming... 

Can you ‘Spot the Bull’? 
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English 

 

Young scientists from Year 12 will be helping to run 

workshops for visiting pupils at this year’s Science 

Fair for local primary schools in June—one of the 

extra curricular highlights in the science calendar. 

The faculty celebrated excellent GCSE results in 2018 

with 79 per cent of students achieving grade 4 or 

above—up seven per cent on the previous year, 

despite sweeping changes to the curriculum.  

Students’ performance is believed to have been 

boosted by the after-school revision programme 

which allows students to stay behind three nights a 

week for extra science teaching. A Youtube video made 

by Ashby science staff to help students memorise their 

physics equations has now had more than 355,000 hits 

and has been adopted as a resource by exam board 

AQA. 

Outside of lessons, students interested in medical 

careers regularly attend the school’s Medical Club. This 

year, visitors have included a GP and a paramedic. 

A group of students will also take part in the 

Intermediate Biology Olympiad for the first time. This 

competition, run by the Royal Society of Biology, 

challenges students’ biology knowledge and awards 

publicly-recognised certificates to the top scorers. 

Science  

 

Exam preparations for English students have been 

underway for several months and include a range of 

approaches, from tailored intervention to after-school 

film screenings. 

‘Walk and talk’ mock exams have proved successful for 

the second consecutive year: GCSE students complete 

an exam paper in real time with live input from an 

English teacher whose answers are displayed on a 

screen at the front of the exam hall. 

‘Master plan intervention’ has also helped GCSE 

English language students. These sessions, which take 

place over seven weeks, focus on the key skills needed 

to succeed in Papers 1 and 2. 

All GCSE students have access to ‘No Fear 

Shakespeare’ texts which come complete with modern 

translations. A booklet compiled by English staff and 

devoted to ‘Macbeth’ is designed to boost students’ 

confidence when tackling Shakespeare. 

Earlier in the year, all 550 GCSE students watched a 

performance of Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’ by English 

staff (see The Ashbeian, Spring 2019). 

Sixty students who needed a little extra help to boost 

their grades were invited to take part in an after-school 

Commit to Success (C2S) programme, concentrating 

on poetry. Three after-school sessions were also run to 

challenge and stretch 120 of the more able students to 

help them achieve 

grades 7—9. 

Last minute drop-in 

sessions for English 

literature Paper 2, 

which features poetry 

and a modern text, 

will take place in the 

run-up to the exams. 

Seventy three per cent 

of students achieved 

grades 4—9 in English 

literature in 2018—up 

nine per cent on the 

previous year, while 75 

per cent of students got 

4—9 in English language. Head of English Brooke 

Keating-Rogers, who took on the role this year, is 

hoping that initiatives such as those outlined here will 

help to capitalise on this success in 2019. 

All students are encouraged to log on to 

www.senecalearning.com for engaging and interactive 

online revision resources. 

For A level students, an after-school screening of 

‘Hamlet’ helped Year 12 and 13 students to appreciate 

different interpretations of the play—an area they may 

be asked to focus on in their exam. 

Revision aids like these have 

been posted around school 
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The boys' under 16 hockey team was the only team 

from a state school to reach the finals of the England 

Schools National Plate.—read more about their 

amazing journey on page 8 

Ashby's boys' rugby team narrowly missed out on 

victory in the County Cup after a close-run battle 

against Loughborough Grammar School. Despite 

being 13—10 up at half time, the boys went down 

against well-drilled opposition but showed huge 

amounts of passion and energy. 

The U16s basketball team were rewarded for their hard 

work with a place in the semi finals of the County Cup 

against Rushey Mead. PE teacher Josh Mycroft said: 

"Sadly we lost the game but the boys were absolutely 

tremendous. Rushey Mead are an excellent basketball 

school who have managed to keep the same team 

together since Year 7 – something we do not have the 

privilege of being able to do… yet!” 

There were celebrations for Ashby's Year 10 netball 

team  when they topped the Charnwood League with 

victories in five of their six matches. The girls were also 

winners of the tournament, not losing a single match. 

The girls' volleyball team (pictured above) had a night 

to remember when they brought home the bronze 

medal and the trophy for 'Spirit of the Games' at the 

School Games county finals. The girls, who only 

started playing volleyball in September, were chosen 

to represent the school for their energy and 

enthusiasm. 

The girls’ dodgeball team were also awarded ‘Spirit of 

the Games’ at their super series final. 

The 'Spirit of the Games' trophy is awarded to the 

team which shows the most passion, self-belief, 

respect, honesty, teamwork and determination. 

Ashby's under 18s' badminton team rounded off a 

near-flawless season by winning the Leicestershire 

schools' county tournament. 

The team - of Harry Clare, Kieran Evans, Marcus Kilby 

and Joe Goodenough - had already topped the 

league, winning every one of their matches. In the 

semi-finals of the county tournament, they beat 

Uppingham School 8 - 0, before defeating Beauchamp 

College by 7 - 1 in the final.   

The girls' Year 10 rugby team won three out of their 

four games when they took part in a county rugby 

festival, hosted by the RFU at Leicester Forest East 

Rugby Club. The fourth game ended in a draw. 

PE   
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It’s been a nail-biting journey for the KS4 boys’ hockey team which were the only state school team in the country 

to reach the England Schools National Final. The boys beat Loughborough Grammar 4-2 in the National Plate 

quarter finals to secure their place, before losing their semi-final match and narrowly missing out on third place in 

a sudden death penalty shoot out. The semi-finals were held at Lee Valley, an elite athletics centre in London. 

Here Captain George Jackson (third from right) reflects on a memorable season. 

How long have you played together? 

Our school team is a mixture of players from two root teams, Ashby and Coalville. However the hockey world 

proves to be small as our paths constantly cross at games and tournaments, either as competitors or 

teammates. The majority of our current team are Year 11 so have played in the squad for two years now, only a 

few joining this year in Year 10.   

How did it feel being the only state school team to make it to the national final? 

I have no shame in saying we took pleasure in defeating many private schools throughout the season and I 

think that this opinion is shared by the whole team (including Mrs R-B). Turning up at Lee Valley however was 

quite intimidating. But when we stepped on the pitch we showed no signs of being the underdog.  

What is the secret of the team’s success? 

Drive, spirit and determination. The atmosphere on the pitch, in the changing room and mini bus is always 

electric, setting an immediate mood to take into the game. Not once did we give up throughout the whole 

season; we won several matches having been 1 – 0 down. Also the support from our fans and coach (Mrs R-B) 

has been essential.  

What could be done to boost hockey’s profile? 

I think hockey is underestimated as a sport. It has the intensity of any sport, higher skill level and a good 

atmosphere/community. I do believe our success reaching the National Finals has helped raise awareness of 

both the ability of our team and the quality of the sport in general.  

How often do you train? 

We do not train very often as a team due to not having our own pitch and having to borrow Ivanhoe’s but we 

all train individually at clubs throughout the week.   

What’s next? 

Our next ambition is to continue our success into next season and repeat and improve upon what we have 

done this year. I also hope to encourage new players into our team to replace those who are sadly off to 

college as I am aware of some pure class coming into Year 10.  

What has been the highlight of this journey? 

My personal highlight aside from the whole London experience would have to be the game we played  in 

Manchester. We went 1 -0 down just before half time; however, we remained resilient and won the game 4-1. 

We all headed back to the showers, put the speaker on full volume and stopped for a Maccies on the way 

home. Absolute scenes. 


