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Awards Evening is Magic! 

Prizes for progress, achievement, determination and 

commitment were presented to students at Ashby School’s 

annual awards evening. 

The Clive Jones Shield—which was described as the ‘pinnacle 

award’ by headteacher Eddie Green—was presented to  Emily 

Essex, for her selfless contribution to many areas of school life. 

There were also awards to recognise the achievements of Year 

10/11 students and Sixth Formers in all Faculty areas. 

The Loudoun award  for an outstanding contribution to the 

school was shared by Ali Clinton and Jessie Bradshaw.  The 

winners of the Alex Grose Award, chosen by the members of 

the student senior team, were named as Amy Wilkinson and 

Connor McMenamin, for their positive impact on student life. 

There were also awards for high achieving boarders and 

alternative curriculum students. Georgie Illsley picked up the 

Maureen Marfani Community Award for her voluntary work at 

a drop-in centre. 

The evening’s entertainment came from the school jazz band 

and young magician Stephen Forrest who wowed the 

audience with his numbers trick. There was also a spine-

tingling duet by guitarist Ali Clinton and singer Emily Essex. 

Prizes were presented by former Ashby School student Dr 

Chris North, now a lecturer at Cardiff University and regular 

presenter on TV’s ‘The Sky at Night’. 

Headteacher Eddie Green said: “We commend  our students 

on their  drive, determination and the many other admirable 

qualities they have shown throughout the year.  However, we 

should not forget that these are just a small number of the 

many students who have contributed so much to the school 

over the last 12 months.” 
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We are rapidly approaching the end of 
the academic year with only six school 
weeks after half term until we break up 
for summer. The school year has once 
again been very busy, but incredibly 
rewarding, with so many different 
activities and events taking place. This 
issue of the Ashbeian outlines so many 
of the experiences we are able to 
provide for our students and serves as a 
reminder of why all of us at Ashby are so 
proud of our school and our students. 
Reading about the variety of events and 
the talents of our students, you will 
begin to realise just how busy we are 
throughout the year. I am sure you will 
agree that Ashby is a school that we can 
all be very proud of. 

As we enter the examination period, I 
hope all of our students have prepared 
well and are able to achieve the results 
they are hoping for. We are optimistic 
that our results will once again be very 
good and I will write to you in the 
Autumn term with details of our 2014 

performance. We wish all our students 
every success and hope that the 
publication of results in August brings 
them the rewards they deserve. 

We say farewell at the end of this term 
to a number of students in Year 11 who 
are moving on to pastures new and, of 
course, to our Year 13 students. We wish 
all of them every success and best 
wishes or the future. 

We also say farewell to a number of 
teaching staff who are leaving. Mr Hayes, 
Mr Hashim, Miss Reeves, Mr Cuthbert 
and Mrs Dakin are all moving on to new 
posts, Mrs Hartshorne is going to spend 
more time at home with her new baby 
while Ms Taylor is commencing her 
maternity leave. Mrs Gray leaves the 
Business Studies faculty and Mr O’Brien, 
Mr Cater, Mrs King and Mrs Mulka are all 
retiring after a long and distinguished 
association with the school. We wish all 
of our colleagues the very best for the 
future. 

We are very grateful for the 
encouragement we receive from 
parents, staff, governors and students. 
Ashby is a remarkable community and I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you all for the support you give to 
our school. Ofsted described us as “an 
overwhelmingly good school” and we 
have a determined ambition to become 
a truly outstanding school—we can only 
achieve this by continuing to work 
together. Long may this continue. 

Best wishes,  

Eddie Green, Headteacher 

  H e a d - l i n e s  

German visitors from The Saarland spent a week staying with 

the families of Ashby School students, as part of a new German 

exchange programme. 

The 20 students and two teachers from the Johannes Kepler 
Gymnasium school spent one full day in lessons, as well as 
visiting tourist spots and places of cultural interest, including 
Warwick Castle and Stratford. 

In July, 20 Ashby students will return the visit spending a week 

in Germany. 

Year 12 student Georgia Hughes said: “I had a great week and 
really enjoyed discussing the cultural differences between 
England and Germany with my exchange partner.  I'm really 
excited about the return visit to Germany.” 

Engineers Reach Final 
Karter Kayleigh Vincent is racing with some of the best in 

the country after being promoted to the Elite Karting 

League. 

Kayleigh successfully competed for a place in the 

Northampton Maidens all-female team. In round one, the 

Maidens finished fifth out of 34 teams and topped the 

ladies’ table. 

Kayleigh is the first and only female to win a major class 

title, after becoming CovKartSport (CKS) Junior Plus 

National Champion in 2012. In the same year, she was 

crowned CKS Ladies’ Champion and won the Ladies’ Title 

again in 2013.  

Kayleigh, in Year 13,  regularly races against her brother 

Neil, Year 12,  in the CovKartSport lightweight class. 

Kayleigh on Track Exchange Rated Highly 
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Geographers carried out their own research into  pollution and 
erosion along the coastline of North Yorkshire on a two-day 
residential field trip. 

The Year 12 students used techniques they had discussed in 

the classroom to conduct a pollution survey in Scarborough 

and to look for evidence of coastal erosion and slumping at 

Holderness. These included wave cut notches and cave arch 

stack stumps. 

This year, Geography staff had to run the trip twice to 

accommodate the large numbers of students choosing the 

subject at A level. 

No Coasting on Geography Trip 

Musicians from Ashby School joined 
forces with performers from local 
high schools and primary schools for 
a joint musical extravaganza. 

The ‘Wartime Memories’ concert 

featured 55 musicians from Ashby 

School, alongside students from 

Ivanhoe and Ibstock high schools, and 

pupils from four local primary 

schools. More than 100 young people 

were involved. 

The theme of the show 

commemorated 100 years since the 

start of the First World War. 

Four students from Ashby School 

gave up part of their Easter holiday to 

immerse themselves in Extreme 

Physics. 

Kirsty Duthie, Joshua Haywood, 

Oliver Allsopp and Rebecca King 

joined students from across the 

country at Stowe School for three 

days of physics-based challenges and 

lectures. 

Tasks included launching their own 

dragsters, inventing a timer and 

exploring alien mass. One of the 

highlights was an indoor skydiving 

session at Airkix. 

The winner of this year’s Ashby’s Got 
Talent contest was singer Tia Davis. 

Runners up were guitarist Ali Clinton, 
singer Sophie Allen, jazz duo Lewis 
Brierly and Jake Gerzimbke, and 
magician Stephen Forrest (pictured).  

Teacher Mat Anwyll said: “The  
performers were brilliant, as always. 
There were a couple of technical 
issues but , in the end, we even 
managed to get the smoke machine 
up and running!”  

A special mention should go to Olivia 
Barlow who stepped in to accompany 
Sophie Allen, helping her to sing her 
way to second place! 

Musicians Join Forces 

Physics is Extreme Ashby’s Got Talent 
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The values of  creativity, team work, respect for all and fair play were 
celebrated on House afternoon, when students chose one of 52 activities.  

Options included croquet, photography,  jewellery making and cake 
decorating, as well as a range of sports , from football and netball to golf 
and  table tennis. Some students worked with a personal trainer at Fitness 
Republic in Ashby. 

Deputy headteacher Geoff Staniforth said: “House afternoon is all about 
broadening students’ experience, and encouraging them to develop new 
skills and work with different people.” 

Student Emma Gavin said: “I like House afternoon because it is a chance to 
show our creativity—and there were people in my group I had never met 
before!” 

Runner Hattie Helps Others 

F 
ive students from Ashby School are 
competing to get their university fees 
paid in full, by Ashby-based business 
Ashfield. 

John-Michael Williams, David Edwards, Lewis 

Brierly, Phoebe Mills and Kathryn Green will 

take part in six months of business challenges 

for a chance to win the prize in 'Project 

Aspire'. 

The students will take part in team building 
challenges, undergo a personality profile, 
organise their own charity fundraising events 
and deliver regular presentations to a panel 
of teachers and Ashfield representatives. 

Headteacher Eddie Green said: "We are 
extremely grateful to Ashfield for offering our 
students this fantastic opportunity and for 
cementing the strong relationship that 
already exists between the company and our 
very special school.” 

In December 2012, Ashby School student 
Katie Jones was crowned the first winner of 
Project Aspire.  

Five young engineers have been 
awarded third place in the national 
final of the  Jaguar Land Rover 
Schools 4 x 4 Challenge. Harry 
Barnes, Jake Haley, Alex Shaw, Dan 
Smith and Jake Duthie designed and 
built their own remote controlled 4 x 

4 vehicle.  In the final,  they faced a 
panel interview, gave a team 
presentation and put up a pit 
display. They were also required to 
drive their car successfully around a 
track built on top of a modified 
Range Rover. 

Project Aspire Launched 

 Engineers Drive Away in Third 

The appointment of a Pupil Premium Officer 
has allowed the school to ensure that all 
students reach their full potential, by 
targeting resources where they are most 
needed. 

This year, the school has achieved the CPD 
Mark, for its commitment to staff’s Continued 
Professional Development. This, in turn, has a 
positive effect on student experience and 
performance. One CPD initiative included a 
workshop for Science technicians from across 
the country (pictured). 

The Personnel committee regularly reviews all 
staffing issues, including attendance and 
vacancies. 

Lara Kennedy, Sarah Wong and 

Hollie Stanton took part in  a 

charity fun run. 

House Afternoon is about Values 

Personnel Snippets 
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G lacier walking, lava tube caving , a muscle rub in the 

Blue Lagoon, and a chance to see the Northern Lights 

were all part of the school’s Easter trip to Iceland. 

Forty one students and six staff arrived at Keflavik airport in 
snow storms, quickly learning the truth of the  famous 
Icelandic saying that: ‘If you don’t like the weather, wait five 
minutes’. Excursions included an eight-wheeled  volcano bus 
ride to see the debris from the 2010 eyjafjallajokull eruption 

as well as the snout of a glacier. Students also visited the 

Geyser National Park, the Mid Atlantic Ridge and a 
geothermal power station. 

Year 11 student Iayesha Mullins  said: “I really appreciated 
being able to visit Iceland and I am now thinking of studying 
Geography at A level.” 

 

Iceland? 

Ellie Armstrong recorded the fastest individual time in this 

year’s school aquathon, completing the course in 19 

minutes and 28 seconds. 

The fastest team—made up of swimmer Jack Sampson and 

PE teacher Peter Hayes  - finished the course in the quickest 

overall time  of 17 minutes and one second. Jack also set a 

new school record of four minutes and eight seconds in the 

400 metre  swim. 

The fastest runner was Nathan Lewis  with a time of 11 

minutes and 10 seconds. More than 130 competitors  took 

on the 400 metre swim and three kilometre run , either 

individually or in pairs. 

Aquathon and On and On... 

Singer Joy Crowley (pictured, centre) will be leaving school 
at the end of Year 13 to pursue a career in music, after  
securing a recording contract with her band Fusion. 

The trio  - which features Joy along with a male singer and 
a rapper—have a string of gigs and festival dates lined up 
and will start  recording their first album in July. 

Joy began singing lessons at the age of 12 and is working 
towards her grade 8 singing  exam. The band takes its 
musical influences from a wide range of genres, with songs 
ranging from ‘mellow acoustic’ to heavy dance backing 
tracks. To find out more about Fusion, go to 
www.facebook.com/fusionukmusic or  YouTube channel 
FusionUkMusic. 

      Fusion Sign Record Deal 

Regional pool champion Lochlan Smith is hoping to make his 

mark on the national stage this year. 

Lochlan, who plays for Leicestershire,  is through to the final 

16 in the national finals of the under 18s England Pool 

Association tournament, taking place this Summer. 

He is also preparing for England trials later this year, in the 

hope of representing his country. Lochlan, who has been  

 

 

playing since the age of 

eight, has followed in the 

footsteps of his dad, who 

was also a county and 

England pool player. 

Lochlan practises five times 

a week . 

Lochlan Takes Shot at National Pool Title 

That’s Why Students Go to 

Iceland... 

http://www.facebook.com/fusionukmusic
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More than 100 outstanding mathematicians from all Years 

have shone in UK maths challenges. In the intermediate 

challenge for Year 10/ 11 students, 61 students were 

awarded certificates – 14 gold, 17 silver and 30 bronze. 

Fifty six students sat the Senior Maths Challenge, with 

William Lai (Year 12) and Adam Walster (Year 13) getting 

through to the British Maths Olympiad. 

Sixth Form students also broadened their mathematical 

horizons on a visit to the University of London to hear Simon 

Singh expose ‘The Simpsons and their Mathematical Secrets’. 

Meanwhile, 47 students attended a lecture on code breaking 

at Cambridge University. 

One class of Year 11 students is already preparing for A level 

study by taking the Free Standing Maths Qualification, an 

additional qualification which is higher than GCSE. 

As part of the school’s Commit to Success (C2S) programme, 

200 Year 11 students have also been having extra lessons to 

help them secure a C grade at GCSE.  

Maths students are being given additional help in GCSE 

lessons and intervention sessions by Sixth Form Maths 

leaders, who benefit from being given extra responsibility and 

an insight into Maths teaching.  

To help students make a smooth transition to Ashby School, 

Head of Maths Alex Weston has been liaising with high school 

colleagues to draw up a scheme of work that is now followed 

by all high schools in the Ashby and Coalville area.  

Mr Weston said: “This means we know what students are 

learning and that we have consistent and trustworthy data 

when they arrive here. It also means that their transition days 

at Ashby School can be more relaxed.” 

From September, an extra maths lesson a fortnight for Year 10 

students will help them to gain a new qualification in finance 

management. Students will learn a little  about basic 

economics and banking practices, helping them to complete 

practical tasks such as filling in their tax returns. 

 

Maths 

 

 

 

Awards for Endeavour and Physical Prowess were presented 
to PE students at a special assembly. Certificates for 
endeavour were presented to 55 students who had earned 
the most behaviour and effort marks throughout the year. A 
further 55 received awards for their outstanding performance 
as sportsmen or women.  

There were also 80/80 awards for six GCSE PE students who 

achieved full marks—80 out of 80—in the practical element of 
their course. The award for the top BTEC student went to 
Connor Swainston-Hunt. 

PE teacher Ian Gibson said: “The assembly was a chance to 
recognise people who have really shone this year, not just 
those who are good at sport but those who try really hard.” 

Ashby School’s sports teams have put in strong performances 
throughout the year, not least of all at the School Sports 
Games (participants pictured below and right) - see page 8 for 
full story. 

In swimming, Ashby School students were crowned 2013—14 
East Midlands Novice Champions while trampolinists Lily 
Walker, Amy Munro, Emily-Jane Salisbury and Holly Drake 
made it to the regional Central Zone schools’ competition. 

In hockey, the Year 10 boys’ team won the North West 
Leicestershire and Hinckley and Bosworth  School Sports 
Partnership trophy for the fourth consecutive year. 

Achievements in PE are recognised on the PE Faculty’s Student 
of the Week board. Each member of staff nominates a 
student, for their sporting ability, determination or positive 
attitude in lessons. The lucky winners of two £15 Tesco 
vouchers—whose names were pulled from a hat of all the 
nominees - were Jake Taylor and Nathan Harrup. 

PE 
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The Science Faculty celebrated its best exam results ever in 

2013 with 93 per cent of GCSE students achieving A* to C. 

This put the school in the top ten per cent nationally for 

‘value added’ (the progress made by students during their 

time at the school). 

A level results were also excellent. High achievement levels 

were largely down to the challenging targets set for all 

students and the school’s C2S (Commit to Success) 

programme which helps borderline students to reach their  

target grades. Popular drop-in revision sessions take place 

throughout the year on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 

after school for all Years.  

Outreach 

Former student Dr Chris North has run  several lectures and 

workshops at Ashby School this year. A lecture on astronomy 

was attended by local astronomers as well as staff and 

students.  Another lecture on cosmology was delivered to 

Sixth Form students in the hub.  

Physics students also got a chance to attend a particle physics 

lecture by Professor Paul Newman, an expert on the world 

famous Hadron Collider. Professor Newman addressed Sixth 

Formers and gifted Year 10/11 physicists, before running a  

seminar for students interested in studying Physics at 

university. 

The school’s second annual primary science fair takes place in 

June on the theme of science and astronomy. All primary 

schools in the Ashby Family of Schools will bring their best 

entries into school for a day of judging and workshops.  

Meanwhile, Sixth Formers ran an introduction to science for 

local Beaver Scouts to help with their Science badge. 

Head of Science Adam Linnik said: “Community links like this  

help to raise the profile of Science and ease the transition for 

young people when they arrive at Ashby.  It is such an 

important subject.” 

Science 

PE students have been 
learning how to administer 
emergency medical 
treatment. Mackenzie 
Moore and Paris Eddy were 
among Year 10 students 
from across the county to 
attend a HeartSafe training 
session at the home of 
Leicester Tigers. The aim is 
to roll out CPR training , 
including use of the school’s 
defibrillator, to all students 
in Year 10, creating a 
generation of lifesavers. 

In mainstream PE, new 
options—including boxing 
for fitness—are proving 
extremely popular. 
Orienteering is a favourite choice for students who want a 
change from conventional sports. So far, students have 
practised their orienteering skills on outings to Hood Park and 
Snibston Country Park. There are also plans to introduce 
extreme golf as  a PE option, as part of the Faculty’s 
commitment  to offer an ever wider range of activities. 

Ashby School continues to maintain a close relationship with 
its feeder high schools, Ibstock and Ivanhoe, helping Year 9 
students to choose the correct pathway between GCSE and 
BTEC. Ashby School students also help to run primary school 
events through the School Sports Partnership. The next 
commitment  for Year 10 students will be officiating at a Year 
3/4 tournament at Ashby Lawn Tennis Club.  
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The school’s dodgeball team has won 

gold at  the Leicester-Shire and Rutland 

School Games. 

There were also strong performances 

from the school’s swimmers—who  

were presented with a ‘Spirit of the 

Games’ award for their determination, 

respect and team work—and the 

trampolining team. 

More than 20 students from all Years 

represented the school. A further 17 

young sports leaders from the school 

helped with the smooth running of the 

day’s events. 

Dodgeball Boys Bag Gold 

New York, Washington and 

Philadelphia were among the stop-off 

points on a worldwind visit to the 

States for Government and Politics 

students at Easter. 

As well as visiting tourist hotspots, 

students watched a baseball game, 

visited students at a school in NY State 

and paid their respects at Ground Zero. 

Students Stateside 

Ashby School is an exempt charity and company limited by guarantee, registered in England. Company number 08126868, registered address Nottingham Road, Ashby de la Zouch LE65 1DT 

 

 

What are your favourite memories of Ashby School? 

I enjoyed those moments when the teachers were clearly 

having fun in the lessons - it made school a fun place to be. 

An  embarrassing moment that sticks in my head is calling 

Miss Barrett (now Mrs Windridge) 'Mum'! I also have many 

happy memories of the tech team, particularly the big shows 

we put on. 

What were you like at school? 

When I started school, I was very quiet and shy, and very 

much a 'geek'. I'm still a 'geek' (and proud of it!) but I'm a lot 

more confident.  

When did you decide on your chosen career? 

I followed what I enjoyed doing, which was Physics and 

Astronomy, through to undergraduate, then a PhD, and now 

a job. Jobs in research 

tend to be temporary, and 

often require moving 

around the country (or 

even the world!), but I've 

been lucky to be able to 

stay in Cardiff for the past 

5 years.  

What do you like about 

Physics/ astronomy? 

It gives us the power to 

understand the world - and the Universe at large - in all is 

amazing detail, from the smallest subatomic particles to the 

largest structures in the Universe.  

What is the hardest thing about being a TV presenter? 

There's a real knack to reading around a topic or news story, 

becoming an expert in that particular area, and then 

discussing or interviewing from the point of view of the 

audience, who are not experts.  

What advice would you give to your younger self? 

Be more confident in yourself!  

Dr Chris North left Ashby School in 2001 to study Natural 

Sciences at the University of Cambridge. After doing a 

PhD in Astrophysics at Oxford University, he now works 

at Cardiff University  and  is a regular presenter on TV’s 

‘The Sky at Night’.  

Talking Heads 


