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Inspirational athlete Charlotte Wilkinson-Burnett, who 
launched a successful canoeing career after being 
paralysed in an accident, presented awards to more 
than 50 exceptional students at Ashby School’s annual 
awards evening. 

Charlotte told students and their families how she 

worked her way back from 
catastrophic injury to be 
selected for the GB 
paracanoe World Cup team.  

More than 50 students 
were presented with 

awards in 
recognition of 
their hard 
work and 
progress in 
lessons and 
their 
exceptional 
contribution to school life. 

Winners included Lewis Brierly (pictured) , 
who was awarded the biggest honour of 
the night, the Clive Jones Shield, for his 
outstanding contribution to school life, 
particularly music.  

www. ashbyschool.org.uk 

More than 100 students 

took part in the school’s 

first ever colour run, in 

aid of Bluebell Wood 

Hospice. 

Students were doused in 

powder paint and blasted 

with red foam before 

completing several laps 

of the school field. 

The rainbow run, which 

was organised by 

Erdington House, is 

expected to raise about 

£700. 

Awards for Exceptional Students 

Colour Run is Flamboyant Fundraiser 
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T he end of the academic year is only 
six school weeks away after half term 
and, once again, it has been a very busy, 
but incredibly rewarding year with so 
many different activities and events 
taking place. We are proud of our school 
and the huge variety of experiences we 
are able to provide for our students. 
When you read about the range of 
events and the talents of our students, I 
am sure you will share our pride. 

The examination period is now in full 
swing and I hope that all of our students 
have prepared well and achieve the 
results they are hoping for. We are 
optimistic that our results will once again 
be very good and in the Autumn term we 
will publish information on our website 
regarding our 2015 performance. We 
wish all our students every success and 
hope that August brings them the 
rewards they deserve. 

We say farewell at the end of this term 
to a number of students in Year 11 who 
are moving on to pastures new and of 
course to our Year 13 students. Students 
are moving on to employment, college, 
university or taking a gap year and we 
wish all of them every success and best 
wishes for the future. 

We also say farewell to a number of 
teaching staff. We have staff moving on 
to promoted posts, staff who are retiring 
and staff who are moving on to new 
careers elsewhere. To all of our 
departing colleagues, we thank them for 
their hard work and contribution to the 
school and wish them all the very best 
for the future. 

We are very grateful for the 
encouragement we receive from 
parents, staff, governors and students. 
Ashby is a remarkable community and 
we appreciate the support we receive  
for which we would like to take this 

opportunity to thank you all.  

Ofsted described us as a ‘good school’ 
and we have a determined ambition to 
become a truly outstanding school. We 
can only achieve this by continuing to 
work together and long may this 
continue. 

 

Best wishes, 

Eddie Green 

Headteacher 

  H e a d - l i n e s  

All three teams representing Ashby School at the Spring 
Games at Loughborough University narrowly missed out on 
first place. The boys’ dodgeball team, girls’ volleyball team and 
the KS4 swimming team (pictured) all won their North West 
Leicestershire leagues to clinch a place in the games. 

At Loughborough, all three teams put in strong performances 
against the best teams from across Leicestershire, finishing a 
strong second in all three events. 

In the dodgeball, the boys lost in the final after 51 two-minute 
games. The girls lost their volleyball final on a tiebreak. 

In the swimming, all of Ashby’s entrants were placed first or 
second,  finishing a very close second overall. 

 
Duke of Edinburgh students were 

preparing for their first expedition 

by practising their tent pitching 

and cooking skills in the 

school grounds. 

Fifty six Year 10 students 

have signed up for the 

bronze Duke of Edinburgh 

award this year. Their first 

expedition will be later 

this term. 

Can You Tell What it is Yet? Chefs Taste Success Sporting Heroes 
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Extreme Physicists Make their Mark 
Four scientists who represented 
Ashby School at an Extreme Physics 
residential weekend at Rugby School 
gave one of the best presentations 
in the history of the competition, 
according to one of the organisers. 

The four Year 10 students—Jekkan 
Dunn, Maia Mortenson, Tatum 
Stander and Daniel Wilde—
competed against teams across the 
country, in a series of physics-based 
challenges. 

One of the their tasks was to give a 
four minute presentation on the 
Doppler Effect, which was highly 
praised by Rugby School’s Head of 
Physics as one of the best he had 
ever seen in the competition.    

At the end of the weekend, the  team 
claimed a creditable fourth place—the 
highest position attained by Ashby 
School in the past 6 years. 

Teacher Farnoosh Shahrokhshahi, who 
accompanied the students, said: “Our 
students were brilliant in every way and 

won several of the challenges. They 
were a real credit to Ashby School.” 

 

More than 50 students received funds 
in this year’s Mary Smith awards. Students and former students can apply every 
year for funding to help further their careers or other ambitions. 

Successful applicants included musicians, sportsmen and women, dancers, 
dressmakers, historians, and students wishing to broaden their experience by 
embarking on new qualifications or educational trips. Ben Murray received funds 
towards the cost of new motocross goggles while Roberta Wright was awarded 
cash towards the purchase of a trombone. A group of Explorer Scouts received a 
contribution towards the cost of their expedition to Crete.   

When BMX rider Chloe Foster first 
took to the race track three years 
ago, nobody expected what came 
next. Last year, she represented GB 
in the BMX World Championships 
in Holland and has already qualified 
for this year’s event in Belgium. 

Chloe, who didn’t learn to ride a 
bike until she was nine, already has 
several sponsors and trains up to 
six times a week. Unsurprisingly, 
she is not ruling out a career in the 
saddle. 

Chloe Chloe on Track 

Mary Makes Awards  

The conflict in Syria and the crisis caused by global warming were two of the 
issues debated at the General Assembly of the Ashby School branch of the United 
Nations Association Youth. 

Twenty five students from Year 12 took part in a day of debates, held at the head 
offices of Ashfield Healthcare in Ashby.  The experience shows students how the 
UN works and how different countries relate to each other on the world stage. 

Delegates Put World to Rights 
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Green Shoots for Peter 

Two students from Ashby School have been selected 
to work as staff on the National Citizens’ Service 
scheme this summer. 

Neil Vincent and Ellen Gee (pictured at a Frozen sing-
a-long event they organised) will spend the summer 
helping young people on the NCS scheme. 

While  completing their NCS, Neil and Ellen raised 
£1,400 for LOROS and Hospice Hope. 

Students can find out more about NCS by visiting 
www.ncsem1.org.uk or following NCS on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/NCSEM1.  

Henna designing, alternative therapies, photography and mucking out 
stables - these were all ways for students to challenge themselves during 
House afternoon. 

All 1,700 students took part in an afternoon of House-based activities, 
choosing one from a list of 49 different options, including nine sports. 

All activities reinforced the four positive values of creativity, fair play, 
respect for all and team work. 

Some students went off site for a round of golf, while others made 
fairground treats, including candy floss and toffee apples. 

There was also the chance to learn to ride a 
motorbike, perform in a mass 
band, build and race air 
powered drag cars, and take 
part in a 10k run. 

Other students played TV 
game show Countdown, 
honed their literary skills in 
a creative writing 
workshop or made their 
own beauty products. 

 

Neil & Ellen are Model Citizens 

Henna, Photography, Golf…It Must be House Afternoon 

Sureshot Peter Burlingham-Hall is putting his mathematical skills 
and concentration to the test outside the classroom by 
successfully completing a series of firearms certificates. 

Peter, in Year 12, defied the winter elements to complete the 
BASC Firearms Awareness (Air Rifle) course. 

He has also undertaken CPSU (Child Protection in Sport Unit) 
Shotgun and CPSU Clay Pigeon Shooting courses. 

Peter recently took up shooting after giving up judo. He is 
mentored by Field Sport UK. 

http://www.ncsem1.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/NCSEM1


5 

 

Votes Cast in Mock Election 

Ashby School held its own ballot in the countdown to the 

general election—with the Conservatives emerging as the 

majority party, just as they did at Westminster. 

The results showed an interestingly even spread, with the 

Conservatives closely followed by UKIP and Labour.  

Students responded positively to the mock election. Many 

students were eager to vote, as this was their first 

experience of politics in education.  

Leanne Redfern, Year 11, said: “The mock election taught me 

so much about government and how important voting 

actually is -  I’ve found it much more interesting than I 

thought I would.’  

However, Ashby’s results also showed some disagreement 

and a lack of unity among students.  

Alfie Gerzimbke, Year 11, said: “I think that the mock election 

results have shown how important it is for the legal voting 

age to be raised. We voted for what would benefit us, instead 

of thinking about what would benefit everyone.” 

In the run-up to the poll, students used the ‘Vote Match’ app 
to determine which political party was most in tune with their 
views. They also watched video manifestos by the five parties 
represented in North West Leicestershire.  

Teacher Roger Skervin said: “There was a real buzz around 
school about the mock election. It got students talking about 
politics.” The mock election encouraged students to  think 
about issues such as democracy and individual liberty. 

 

Scarborough was the destination for Year 12 
geographers who were looking at issues such as 
erosion, pollution and land use. 

Thirty Year 12 students headed to the Holderness 
Coast in East Yorkshire for a three-day residential field 
visit. The trip is compulsory as one of the students' 
examination papers is a field work paper.  

One stop-off was Flamborough Head where students looked 
at the chalk cliffs and the cave, arch, stack, stump formation 
and the wave cut platform.  

As well as environmental quality surveys and lots of analysis, 
there was also time for fish and chips! 

Wat-er Great Player  

Story by Hannah Taylor, Year 11 

The girls held a fundraising cake sale earlier this year. 

Water polo player Martha Kent is 
on course to fulfil her ambition of  
representing Great Britain at the 
European Championships in 
Prague in 2017. 
 
Martha, 15, is already a member 
of the GB squad, training with 
them once a month in Cardiff as 
part of the England Talent 
programme. She was named 
‘Most Improved Player’ for the 
2014—2015 season by the South 
Derbyshire Water Polo Club 
earlier this month (pictured left 
with trophy). Martha plays for 

South Derbyshire women’s team in the regional league and 
Hucknall women in the national league.  
 
She will compete in an inter regional under 16s tournament 
against some of the best players in the UK later this term. 
Martha has been playing water polo for just two years, after 
being introduced to the sport by a friend. 
 
Martha said: “I would like to compete in the Olympics—that’s 
my dream! “ 
 

Scarborough Fair 
for Geographers 
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English teachers are preparing for the 
introduction of the new GCSE in 
September, which will see an end to 
controlled assessments. Students will 
instead be examined on all aspects of the 
course at the end of Year 11. 

From September, all Year 10 students will 
have an extra English lesson,  taking it to 
seven lessons a fortnight. There will be  
greater emphasis on spelling, punctuation 
and grammar.  

In preparation for their move to upper 
school, Year 9 students at all four local 
high schools will sit a standard assessment 
this term. This will help to ease students’ 
transition by allowing teachers at Ashby School to evaluate 
their skills in English before they arrive. 

From September, Ashby School will offer A levels in English 
Language and English Literature but will no longer offer a 
combined Lang/ Lit course. Teachers hope this will encourage 
more students to choose, and focus on, English Language. 

Theatre trips continue to enhance the curriculum. This year,  
there have been trips to see stage performances of  ‘All My 
Sons’ at Birmingham for Year 12, ‘Macbeth’ in London for Year 
13, ‘Lord of the Flies’ at Birmingham for Year 11 and ‘To Kill a 
Mockingbird’ at Curve for Year 11. 

A new after school creative writing group is helping students 
to hone their creative writing skills. 

 

 

Ashby School’s table tennis team was just one the 
sides to enjoy sporting success this year when the 
under 19 team was crowned county champions. Joe 
Abbott, Ravy Wan, Jack Mason and Ed Adams 
competed against seven other teams in the county 
super series final, representing North West 
Leicestershire. They finished fourth in the zonal 
competition against teams from across the East of 
England. 

The boys’ under 16 basketball team won the Burton 
league and the North West Leicestershire and 
Hinckley and Bosworth league.  

In netball, about 45 girls turn up to weekly practice 
sessions, with 25 taking part in competitive matches 
for the school at under 15, under 16 and under 19 level. The 
under 15s finished a creditable third in the Charnwood league.  

The school’s under 15 footballers were unbeaten all year and 
reached the quarter finals of the County Cup where they were 
defeated by Humphrey Perkins. 

In trampolining, students take part in recreational and 
competitive training every Friday. They came fourth in the 
East Midlands championship. 

The under 16 boys’ badminton team won their regional 
tournament to secure a place in the county final, where they 
finished fourth.  

On the hockey field, the boys’ Year 10/ 11 team were North 
West Leicestershire champions, while the girls were runners 
up—in spite of two of them never having played hockey 

before (pictured). 

High attaining students have been given the chance to gain a 
young sports  leaders’ award. Special sessions for leaders 
included coaching and a motivational talk from former 
Olympic badminton player Anthony Clark, as part of the Sky 
Sports Living for Sport programme. 

Ashby School athletes are expected to perform well at several 
events this term, including the Schools Cup and the Area 
Championship, both held at Saffron Lane. 

In the school’s end-of-year PE awards, 80 students were 
presented with awards for endeavour while a further 20 
received recognition for sporting prowess. Eight GCSE PE 
students achieved an impressive 80 marks out of 80 in their 
course assessment, based on their performance in four 
different sporting activities. 

PE 

English 
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Mathematics 

     

 

 

GCSE Science results at Ashby School were among the top 20 
per cent  in the country for the third consecutive year in 2014. 
At the end of a momentous year for Science at Ashby, 
teachers are confident that this summer’s results will continue 
the trend. 

All lessons were suspended for several minutes to allow 
students to witness the historic solar eclipse. Students used 
colanders, paper plates and special safety glasses to watch the 
eclipse unfold. Live pictures  were also streamed into 
classrooms using a telescope and webcam to enable everyone 
to view the event safely. 

This year, the faculty celebrated the success of its Girls into 
Physics team at Nottingham University and fourth place for its 
Extreme Physicists at Rugby School (see page three). 

Following last year’s hugely popular primary science fair at 
Ashby School, this year’s event looks set to be even bigger. 
Eight local primary schools will each host their own science 
fairs on the theme of ‘How Things Work’, before 

shortlisting four 
entrants to compete 
for the Golden Bunsen 
at Ashby School in 
June. Ivanhoe 
students will be 
involved in running 
workshops for the 
primary pupils. 
Guest judge will be 
‘Sky at Night’ 
presenter Dr Chris 
North, a former 
student of Ashby 
School.  

 A new Quantum 
Club set up by 
students with a 
love of physics  
is creating 
opportunities  
to further their 

interest in the subject and to discuss issues beyond the 
curriculum. The group was visited by former student Hannah 
Willett, who is now studying for a PhD in Physics. She also 
gave a talk to Year 13 students on fusion physics. 

Other after school groups include the gifted and talented club  
- where members have practised rat dissection and launched 
rocket cars— and Med Club for anyone interested in a 
medical career. 

Head of Science Adam Linnik said: “It has genuinely been a 
really exciting and successful year for Science at Ashby. We 
have a dedicated and hard working team delivering excellent 
lessons and overseeing a whole array of activities beyond the 
curriculum. We offer so many enhancement opportunities for 
students and our A level numbers are going up and up.” 

 

Personnel Report 

The committee regularly monitors the attendance of students and staff and analyses the figures for the year. For the second 
consecutive year, staff were offered flu injections to reduce illness,  with positive results.   

Staffing issues are reviewed regularly to ensure that all new staff will be in place by the beginning of the Autumn term . All 
new staff will also have undertaken a residential induction.  

The personnel committee is aware  and abreast of the valuable work undertaken to support  Pupil Premium students to 
ensure all students have excellent opportunities. The committee also regularly updates and reviews all school policies.  

Margaret Hawksworth, Director of Sixth Form/ Member of Personnel Committee 

  

Science 



8 

 

Ashby School is an exempt charity and company limited by guarantee, registered in England. Company number 08126868, registered address Nottingham Road, Ashby de la Zouch LE65 1DT 

What are your memories of Ashby School – and how did it 
help to prepare you for life after school? 

I have positive memories of Ashby. I thoroughly enjoyed my 
time there and was lucky enough to have a great set of friends 
and exceptional teachers around me, to help balance school 
work with training. It also prepared me well so that I wasn't 
reliant on becoming a professional cricketer— I managed to 
gain AAB and a place at university, so the thought of being 
able to choose what to do with my life was a real bonus.  

What sports did you play at school? 

I played both cricket and football for the school team....and 
strangely enough I enjoyed football more! 

When did you start playing cricket? 

My brother Mitchell, who also went to Ashby School, got me 
involved at our local club Grace Dieu Park CC. I was 12 and got 
into the Leicestershire Young Cricketers that year.  

What is it that you love about cricket? 

I love the fact it's a team game and you can enjoy your 
success with the other people around you.  

What advice would you give to students who are hoping to 
pursue a career in sport? 

Be prepared to make sacrifices 
especially when it comes to the 
social side of things.  

Who do you most admire? 

Jimmy Anderson is a real role 
model. This year, I've been fortunate enough to move clubs to 
Lancashire CCC where he plays. I’ve had the chance to see 
how he goes about his business and learn a few things.  

What do you do in your spare time? 

I spend far too much time drinking coffee on days off! Also, 
I've just put up a dart board at my house and that's getting 
too much attention. As I now live up in Manchester, I find it 
important to get away some days and go back to see the 
family, too.  

You must have travelled a lot – tell us some of the places you 
have been to. What was your favourite? 

I've been to Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, India, New Zealand, 
Malaysia, Australia, South Africa but the best was a 10 week 
tour of the Caribbean.  

What advice would you give your younger self? 

Take every opportunity you can; you never know where it'll 
lead you.  

Nathan Buck left Ashby School in 2009 to pursue a successful cricketing 

career, signing as a pro at Leicestershire two months before completing his 

A levels. He now plays for Lancashire.  

Talking Heads 

Laura Powers her Way into PE 

 

Aquathon 

Open water swimmer Jack Sampson and England international hockey player Ben Hurst (pictured 

top left) made short shrift of the aquathon course, setting a record finishing time of just 16 

minutes and two seconds.  

They were among 68 competitors to complete the  400m swim and 3km run, including three-

legged pairing Holly Drake and Vicky Lansdowne (top right) The day’s fastest swim was 

recorded by Elliot Tointon while the fastest runner was Nathan Lewis (right) in 11 minutes. 

New Record in Aquathon 


