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"Through the exploration of
literature and language, students
will develop an appreciation
and deepened understanding of

what was, what is, and
what should be,
becoming enriched young
thinkers, readers and writers."
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english-language-2015.html
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English Literature A-level topics - teaching order

Year 12 Literature:

Students will start their literary journey with the study of one of the most famous literary works ever
written ‘Hamlet’ by Shakespeare as well as studying the dramatic play 'A Streetcar Named Desire' by
Tennessee Williams. Their study of 'A Streetcar Named Desire' will form part of their coursework. Students
will choose their favourite scene of the play, writing a close analysis on this. Their other piece of
coursework will begin on at the end of Y12, and go into Y13, completing a comparison on the powerful
story of ‘The God of Small Things’ by Arundhati Roy and modern poetry.

The course will then progress on to two of the most famous dystopian works to date - '1984' by George
Orwell and ‘The Handmaid'’s Tale’ by Margaret Atwood. Students will study these texts in depth and
complete their end of year mock exams on them, exploring genre, character and theme in depth.

Year 13 Literature

Students will complete the course by studying the famous Renaissance play, 'The Duchess of Malfi' by John
Webster. Their study of this play will culminate in a comparison to Christina Rossetti poetry, which they will
also study this year. The dystopian studies will continue into a series of thought-provoking dystopian
extracts from texts such as 'The Road' by Cormac McCarthy and 'Brave New World' by Aldous Huxley,

resulting in a synoptic understanding of the genre. The A level exam will cover content from the whole two
years.

Recommended text and Specification Link:

Recommended text:

Specification link:
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-and-a-level/english-literature-h072-h472-from-2015/
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