
8th May 2026

11th – 17th May Mental Health Awareness Week

18th May D&T Rotation – See Arbor 

22nd May Year 11 Prom – read letter here

Next Two Weeks

25th – 29th May May Half Term

22nd May Year 13 Study Leave Starts

5th June Culture Day - Non-Uniform

5th June Year 11 Study Leave Starts

18th June Year 8 Parents’ Evening (Online)

19th June Pride – Non – Uniform Day

22nd June

Catch-up vaccination session for 

the following vaccinations:

• Human papillomavirus (HPV) 

vaccination for young people 

(starting from school year 8)

• 3-in-1 teenage booster + 

meningitis ACWY vaccination for 

young people (starting from 

school year 9)

25th June School Early Finish 2pm

25th June KS3 Awards Evening

10th July End of Term

13th August A Level Results Day

20th August GCSE Results Day

Other Key Dates & Events

Pastoral & Safeguarding Updates

Attendance - We would like to remind you that 

students must not enter the school site before 

8:00am, as the premises are not staffed prior to 

this time, and we are unable to supervise students.

Our CREW sessions begin promptly at 8:40am. To 

ensure a calm and punctual start to the day, 

students should aim to arrive on site by 8:35am at 

the latest. We appreciate your support in helping 

us maintain a safe and well-organised start to the 

school day.

Personal Development Consultation 

As part of the review of our Personal Development 

curriculum to incorporate the new Relationships, 

Sex and Health Education (RSHE) statutory content 

for teaching from September 2026, we are 

consulting parents around these changes. Please 

find a letter with further details, links to our draft 

policy and curriculum and how to share your 

feedback here. The consultation period is open 

until 22nd May 2026. 

Revision Newsletter

Our latest Empowered to Succeed Revision 

Newsletter can be read here.

Applications for 26/27 Travel

The application process for home-to-school 

transport for the 2026–2027 academic year for 

Ashby School students is now open. If your child 

requires transport to and from school, please 

complete the application using this link. Please 

ensure all applications are submitted by Friday 

24th July 2026 to guarantee arrangements are in 

place for the start of the new school year. For more 

information, please read the letter here.

https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/02/Yr-11-Prom-Parent-letter.pdf
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/04/RSHE-Curriculum-Consultation-Letter.pdf
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/05/Empowered-to-Succeed-Preparing-for-Exams-wc-May-11th.pdf
https://www.passengertravelsolutions.co.uk/bus-pass-applications-1-1-1
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/04/Applications-for-2627-Travel-to-Ashby-School.pdf


Ashby Arts Festival

To enter:

1. Draw and colour your own wild creature.  The 

creature can be found anywhere in the world... 

in sea, land or sky

2. Write what it is called, what it eats, where it lives.

Download an entry form Children's Creativity 

Competition | Ashby Arts Festival or pick one up in 

Specsavers or the Ashby Tourist Information Centre

by the Library.

Competition ends 15th May 2026.

Lovely prizes and trophy given out on 30th May, 

donated by Specsavers. You have to take part in 

the fun to win one though!

The judges' decision on prize winners is final.

RULES FOR ENTRY:

1. There must be a name and contact details on the 

entry form.

2. This should appear on the back of the picture, so 

the judges are not influenced by knowing to whom 

the picture belongs!

3. Your finished entry can be given in to Specsavers 

or Ashby Tourist Information near the library. If 

shut, you can post through TIC letterbox at any 

time....see picture.

4. If you win the trophy, you must look after it 

carefully for one year and then return it to the Arts 

Festival. Details will be given.

Careers

Apprenticeship Academy - We are delighted to 

inform you that we have invested in a new 

programme called the Apprenticeship Academy. It 

allows us to register all of our Year 10-13 students 

that are seeking an apprenticeship to ensure they 

have everything they need to be successful on their 

journey.

It is of the utmost importance to us that our 

students are able to get specialist advice on all 

their options when they finish their education with 

us. Our school community has access to a Padlet 

with a range of resources to support us and our 

young people at every stage of their 

apprenticeship journey. We have access to this 

during and beyond our subscription. Please feel 

free to use it and share it!

You can read more information about the 

Apprenticeship Academy in the letter here and rest 

assured that your young people will be offered the 

opportunity to take part when it is relevant to 

them. If they miss a session they can catch up in 

their own time.

Careers Bulletin May – Please read our latest 

careers bulletin here. 

https://www.ashbyartsfestival.co.uk/childrens-competition
https://www.ashbyartsfestival.co.uk/childrens-competition
https://padlet.com/thecareerspeople/apprenticeship-padlet-from-the-apprenticeship-academy-nmbngykx8qosvy78
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/04/Apprenticeship-Academy-Parent-Letter.pdf
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/05/Careers-Bulletin-May-Ashby-Edition.pdf
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/05/Careers-Bulletin-May-Ashby-Edition.pdf




What’s been happening…
DofE Gold Training Weekend, Dark Peak – 

written by Freya, our DofE Young Leader who is also 

doing DofE Gold.

The DofE training weekend took place in the Dark 

Peak from 21st of March - 22nd of March. 

Throughout the weekend, key navigation and 

camping skills were the key focus of our training, 

giving each group the chance to build on their 

prior knowledge from previous expeditions and 

learn some new skills essential for DofE gold.

Day 1 - Once everyone had arrived at the car park, 

we split into our two groups and had a kit check, 

before planning our routes for the day. By 10:00, 

we had put on our bags and were setting off on 

our route through the hills. After a few breaks and 

having learnt some new navigational techniques 

such as: taking a bearing and recording our paces, 

we hiked back to the campsite. By 6pm, we had set 

up our tents and were gladly cooking our meals 

for the evening.

Day 2 - 8am the next morning we were all up, 

cooking our breakfast and planning our route for 

the day. By roughly 9:30am, each group had left 

the campsite for our second day of hiking. 

Throughout the second day, we put many of the 

navigational techniques learnt from the previous 

day into practice when navigating our way up 

Kinder Scout. By the end of the second day, we 

had also covered various first aid scenarios with 

our team leader, outlining what the best course of 

action would be for each situation, to how to best 

avoid any further injuries. Having finally returned 

to Edale car park, we were debriefed by our team 

leader and then were let go.

Colour Run - KS3 students took part in a vibrant 

and energetic sponsored Colour Run on Friday 1st 

May in support of LCH Charity – Lifting Children’s 

Hopes Inspired by the charity’s School Colour Dash 

initiative, students completed a run around the 

school grounds while being showered with bursts 

of colourful powder and bubbles. The event 

brought together students from Years 7 - 9, 

celebrating inclusivity, teamwork, and the joy of 

giving back.

Through their enthusiasm and participation, 

students helped raise awareness and funds for LCH, 

a charity dedicated to supporting children facing 

hardship across the region. It was a lively, 

memorable afternoon that combined fitness, fun, 

and a shared commitment to making a positive 

difference. We will share our fundraising total once 

confirmed!



This year’s Aquathon was a recording breaking 

year. We had two school records beaten (one 

which had stood for many years). 

• Oliver Wideman set a record for the fastest run 

ever (9.42). 

• Jamie Hockey & Harry Wideman set a record for 

the fastest team (15.34) – This is also the fastest 

time ever!

The weather was very kind to us and it was a lovely 

afternoon had by all. Thank you to all the students 

and staff that took part and for all of the money 

that has been raised for the Year Group Charities.

We’re looking forward to next year’s event already!

What’s been happening…

Aquathon – The Aquathon has been running since 

2008 and is organised and run by over 30 staff and 

student volunteers. It consists of a 400m swim 

followed by a 3k run. Students and staff can either 

participate individually (where they swim and then 

run, and the clock doesn’t stop) or they can enter 

as a team where one person swims and then the 

other completes the run.

This year we had 78 competitors, with students 

from every single year group taking part, along with 

members of staff.

Each Aquathon competitor pledges to raise a 

minimum of £5 each for their Year Group Charity. 

This means this year's event will raise a minimum 

of £390 – likely to be more as many students & staff 

raise more!



Events & Community Information…
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