
2nd October 2026

5th October

KS3 and KS4 Flu Vaccinations

You should receive communication 

directly from the NHS regarding 

consents. More information can be 

found on this letter.

10th October

World Mental Health 

Day

15h October

Year 7 CREW Settling Evening – 

Please read our letter here for 

details of how to book your 

appointment.

Next Two Weeks Other Key Dates & Events

19th – 23rd October Half Term

Saturday 31st 

October

Sixth Form Open Day 12:30-

3:00pm

4th November
Sixth Form Subject Open 

Evening 5-7pm

Thursday 12th 

November
School Early Finish (2pm)

Saturday 14th 

November 2026

Sixth Form Open Day 10:00-

12:30pm

16th November 2026
Odd Socks Day (marking start 

of Anti-Bullying Week)

19th November
Year 13 Parents’ Evening (Face 

to Face)

20th November 

2026

Children n Need – Non- 

Uniform Day

27th November
Disaggregated Day – School 

closed to students

3rd December 2026
Year 11 Parents’ Evening (Face 

to Face)

Pastoral & Safeguarding Updates
Attendance – Punctuality - students should be on

the school site by 8.35am and in their CREW rooms

at 8.40am please. If students arrive after this time,

they will receive a break time detention the same

day, unless we have been given prior notification

from parents as to why they will be late.

Medication in School – Please read our letter about 

medication in School here.

Visitors – A reminder that visitors to the school 

without an appointment cannot be 

accommodated. Please speak to Reception to 

arrange the next steps in answering your query.

27-28 Term Dates

Our 27-28 Term dates are available to view on our 

website, along with our current 26-27 Term Dates 

and Early Finish Dates. 

Careers

Please find our latest Careers Bulletin for 

September here.

You can also view the Upcoming Sixth Form Open 

Days. 

Empowered to Succeed Revision

Please find our latest Empowered to Succeed 

Revision Newsletter here: 28th September 2026

https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/09/Ashby-School-Vaccinations.pdf
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/09/CREW-settling-in-evening-October-15-2026.pdf
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/09/Medication-in-School.pdf
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/parents/term-dates/
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/09/Careers-Bulletin-September-2026.pdf
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/09/College-Sixth-Form-Open-days-list-2026-1.pdf
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/09/College-Sixth-Form-Open-days-list-2026-1.pdf
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2026/09/E2S-28th-September.pdf


Reading Updates

At Ashby School, we are proud of our dedicated 

staff and always welcome positive feedback from 

parents and carers. If you would like to share a 

compliment or pass on your thanks, please email: 

compliments@ashbyschool.org.uk.

Staff Compliments

An update about Reading - We are currently 

reviewing our home reading provision and will no 

longer be using Sparx Reader for reading 

homework.

We will be moving to an exciting new reading 

platform soon, so please look out for further details 

over the coming weeks.

In the meantime, please continue to encourage 

students to read regularly at home—developing a 

love for reading is incredibly beneficial for both 

their learning and well-being.

Please note that dedicated reading sessions will 

continue as normal during CREW time, and 

students are reminded that carrying a reading 

book in their bag every day remains an essential 

part of their daily school equipment.

Remember to make full use of our wonderful 

school library, which is fully stocked with a fantastic 

range of books ready for students to explore and 

borrow.

EXAM CERTIFICATE COLLECTION DATES:

Collections 10am – 5pm, for students who have 

now left Ashby School and Ashby Sixth Form.

Wednesday 16th December 2026

Thursday 7th January 2027

Sixth Form reception, School House, Leicester Road 

LE65 1DH.

Students must bring photo ID.

IF COLLECTING ON BEHALF OF SOMEONE ELSE,

YOU MUST BRING A SIGNED CANDIDATE

PERMISSION FORM AND PHOTO ID.

Exam Updates

Rail Safety – Over the next 

few weeks all students will 

watch a Rail Safety aware-

ness video – After just one day of sharing we had 

already been awarded a Bronze certificate, and 

now have the Silver as well! We will now be 

looking to achieve Gold! We would like to share 

this Parent Postcard with you and the Rail Safe 

Friendly Programme below:

Safeguarding Updates

mailto:compliments@ashbyschool.org.uk?subject=Staff%20Compliments
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2025/08/Certificate-Collection-permission-form2.pdf
https://www.ashbyschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2025/08/Certificate-Collection-permission-form2.pdf


 Choose the right time and space

  Make sure you can give them your 

 full attention, somewhere they feel 

comfortable and free from distractions.

  Listen to understand

  Let them share as much or as little 

 as they want, without judgement. 

Show you're listening by reflecting back what 

they've said and checking your understanding. 

  Ask open questions

  Give them space to explore their 

  thoughts and feelings. Try not to 

rush in with lots of questions or solutions.

  Validate their experience

  Avoid assumptions or  

  comparisons. You don't need to 

have the answers. Simply acknowledging how 

they’re feeling can help them feel heard and 

understood.

  Show empathy

  Focus on understanding their 

  perspective rather than trying to 

make things better straight away. Sometimes 

feeling listened to is more powerful than advice.

  Help them find their own next 

  steps. 

  Listen first, then encourage them 

to think about what might help. Questions like 

"What do you think would help right now?" can 

help them feel in control.

Support starts with being heard

Everyone’s mental health journey is different. 

Whether someone is facing challenges themselves, 

seeking support for the first time, or supporting a 

loved one, everyone deserves to feel heard, 

understood and supported. Yet everyday 

pressures, life circumstances, stigma and systemic 

barriers can make it harder for people to reach out, 

seek support, and get the help they need.

Mental health affects us all, and taking the time to 

listen is one of the most powerful ways we can all 

show support and understanding. That’s why we’re 

encouraging you to create space for honest 

conversations where people feel genuinely heard. 

Because being heard can change lives.

This World Mental Health Day, help others feel 

heard. By sharing your experience, starting a 

conversation, or taking the time to listen, you could 

help someone feel understood, less alone, and 

more confident reaching out for support.

How to help someone feel heard

A few simple things can make a mental health 

conversation feel safer and more supportive. From 

choosing the right setting to listening without 

judgement, these tips can help someone feel 

understood, respected and in control.

Wellbeing Updates

World Mental Health 

Day is on 10th October. 

The theme for 2026 is 

“Lived experiences 

heard: real voices, real 

change” (World 

Federation for Mental 

Health). 



What’s been happening…

Food Preparation and Nutrition

Our Year 10 students have been making Bread 

Plaits and Focaccia in their food preparation and 

nutrition class.

Food Preparation and Nutrition

Our Year 12 students have been completing a 

Swiss Roll Presentation challenge, making Focaccia 

and Pate and Floating Islands.



What’s been happening…

Year 9 Netball - Our Year 9 netball girls have made 

a fantastic start to the season, winning all four of 

their matches and securing their place in the 

County Cup.

The girls were outstanding throughout the 

afternoon, showing excellent teamwork, 

determination and skill to secure four wins!

Results:

• Ashby 11–0 Newbridge

• Ashby 7–1 Ivanhoe A

• Ashby 8–0 Ivanhoe B

• Ashby 10–0 Ibstock

The girls scored an impressive 36 goals across the 

four games, conceding just one goal.  A fantastic 

achievement and a great reflection of their hard 

work and commitment.

Well done to all the girls — we look forward to 

seeing how far they can go in the county cup.

Year 9 Football – Our Year 9 football team 

produced a great set of performances this week, 

going unbeaten across all four games and 

securing qualification for the County Cup.

Ashby started the tournament against Newbridge 

School and got off to the perfect start with a 1-0 

win. In a close game, Blake produced the moment 

of quality with an outstanding free-kick to give 

Ashby all three points. Next up was Ivanhoe in a 

game between two very evenly matched teams. 

Neither side could find the breakthrough and the 

game finished 0-0, with Felix making two excellent 

saves to keep Ashby level.

The third game against Castle Rock saw Ashby go 

1-0 down, but the team responded really well. Two 

goals in the space of five minutes from Blake and 

Mason completely turned the game around and 

gave Ashby a 2-1 victory. In the final game against 

Ibstock, Ashby put in their best attacking 

performance of the tournament, winning 3-0 

thanks to goals from Tyler, Aadav and Mason.

We finished the tournament with three wins and a 

draw, scoring six goals and conceding just one, 

meaning we qualified for the county cup. Well 

done to all the boys for their hard work.



Ison, Prance & Woodcock Awards 2026

Congratulations to former 6th Form students Hazel 

Jeffery, Harmony Bath and Harry Drew on receiving 

£200 each for their outstanding achievements at A 

level. 

Ashby de La Zouch Endowed Schools Foundation 

was pleased to present Hazel, Harmony and Harry 

with £200 each for their outstanding performance 

in their A levels. 

Hazel received the Prance Award, which recognises 

a student who has achieved high grades and is 

progressing to Cambridge. Hazel will be studying 

Natural Sciences. This money comes from a fund 

called the Prance Exhibition that was set up in 1942 

to help support students who had achieved 

excellent results and has secured a place at either 

Oxford or Cambridge University. 

Harmony received the Ison Award she will also be 

studying Natural Sciences at Cambridge. This was 

formally called the Ison Exhibition and was set up 

in 1931 and, similarly to Prance, recognises amazing 

achievements and should be used to help with 

their future studies. 

Harry was awarded the Woodcock Prize and will be 

moving up to Durham to start his degree in Law. 

This prize arises from a fund set up in 1960. It was 

originally called the “Thomas Arnold Woodcock 

Prize for Greek prose”. Although over the years its 

scope has broadened to student excellence. Its 

requirement for “for a student who is outstanding 

in excellence or ability” still stands and Harry 

certainly fulfilled this. 

The Foundation Chair, Charlotte Sutton and Vice 

Chair Margaret Hawksworth, were pleased to meet 

the three students and recognised all the arduous 

work Hazel, Harmony and Harry had undertaken to 

secure their excellent results; they talked to them 

about an anticipated enjoyable first term at 

university. All three students were pleasantly 

surprised by the value of the cheques they 

received. 

The Foundation, later in the year, also supports 

students in the Annual Awards evening following 

the school’s themes of Respect, Responsibility and 

Resilience.



Events & Community Information…
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